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ADVERTISEMENT. 

CT^HE Idler having omitted to diftinguijh the Effhys 
^ of bis Correfpondents by any particular Jignature^ 
thinks it necejfary to inform his Readers^ that from 
the ninth, the jifteertth, thirty-third, forty fecond, 
fifty-fourth y fi%tyfevenib, fevitity-fixth, feventy-ninth, 
eighty •fecond, .ninety-third, ninety ftxth, and ninety^ 
eighth Papers, he claims no other praife than that of 
having given'ibem to the PubHck. 
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Numb. I. SATtjRDAY, April i^^ ^7S^^ 

Vacuifuh umhra 
Lufimus. HoR. 

THOSE who attempt periodical effays feem 
to be often flopped in the beginning, by the 
difficulty of finding a proper title. Two writers, 
fince the time of the Spectator^ have afllimed his 
name, without any pretenfions to lawful inherit- 
ance ; an effort was once made to revive the Tatler ; 
and the flrange appellations, by which other papers 
have been called, Ihow that the authors were dif- 
treflfedj like the natives of America^ who come to the 
Europeans to beg a name. 

It will be eafily believed of the Jdlery that if his 
title had required any fearch, he never would have 
found it. Every mode of life has its conveniencies. 
The IJlefy who habituates himfelf to be fatisfied with 
what he can moft eafily obtain, not only efcapes la- 

VoL. VII. B ' bours 
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bours which are often fruitlefs, but fometimes fuc- 
ceeds better than thofe who defpifc all that is within 
their reach, and think every thing more valuable as 
it is harder to be acquired. 

If fimilitude of manners be a motive to kindnefs, 
the IdUr may flatter himfelf with univerfal patron- 
age. There is no fingle charadter under which fuch 
numbers arc comprifed. Every man is, or hopes to 
be, an Idler. Even thofe who feem to differ moft 
from us are haftening to increafe our fraternity ; as 
peace is the end of war, fo to be idle is the ultimate 
purpofe of the bufy. 

There is perhaps no appellation by which a writer 
can better denote his kindred to the human fpecies. 
It has been found hard to defcribe man by an ade- 
quate definition. Some philofophers have called 
him a reafonable animal ; but others have confidered 
reafon as a quality of which many creatures partake. 
He has been termed likewife a laughing animal ; 
but it is faid that fome men have never laughed. 
Perhaps man may be more properly diftinguifhed 
as an idle animal ; for there is no man who is not 
fometimes idle. It is at leaft a definition from 
which none that Ihall find it in this paper can be 
excepted ; for who can be more idle than the reader 
of the Idler ? 

That the definition may be complete, idlenefs 
muft be not only the general, but the peculiar cha- 
radteriftick of man; and perhaps man is the only 
being that can properly be called idle, that does by 
others what he might do himfelf, or facrifices duty 
gr pleafure to the love of eafe. 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely any name can be imagined from which 
Icfs envy or competition is to be dreaded. The Idler 
has no rivals or enemies. The man of bufinefs for- 
gets him ; the man of cnterprize defpifes him ; and 
though fuch as tread the fame track of life fall com- 
mooly into jealoufy and difcord. Idlers arc always 
found to aflbciate in peace; and he who is moft 
famed for doing nothing, is glad to meet another as 
idle as himfelf. 

What is to be expefted from this paper, whether 
it will be uniform or various, learned or familiar, 
ferious or gay, political or moral, continued or in* 
terrupted, it is hoped that no reader will enquire. 
That the Idler has fome fcheme, cannot be doubted ; 
for to form fchemcs is the Idler^s privilege. But 
though he has many projects in his head, he is now 
grown fparing of communication, having obfcrved, 
that his hearers are apt to remember what he forgets 
himfelf; that his tardinefs of execution expofes him 
to the encroachments of thofe who catch a hint and 
fall to work; and that very fpecious plans, after long 
contrivance and pompous difplays, have fubfided in 
wearinefs without a trial, and without mifcarriage 
have been blafted by derifion. 

Something the Idler^s character may be fuppofed 
to promife. Thofe that are curious after diminutive 
hiftory, who watch the revolutions of families, and 
the rife and fall of charaders either male or female, 
will hope to be gratified by this paper ; for the Idler 
is always inquifitive, and feldom retentive. He that 
delights in obloquy and fatire, and wilhes to fee clouds 
gathering over any reputation that dazzles him with 
its brightnefs, will fnatch up the Idler's eflays with 

B 2 a beating 
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a beating heart. The Idler is naturally cenforious 5 
thofc who attempt nothing themfelvcs, thmk every 
thing eafily performed, and confider the unfuccefT- 
ful always as criminal. 

I think it neceffary to give notice, that I make no 
contraft, nor incur any obligation. If thofe who 
depend on the Idler for intelligence and entertain- 
ment, ftiould fuffer the difappointment which com- 
monly follows ill-placed expeftations, they are to 
lay the blame only on themfelves. 

Yet hope is not wholly to be caft away. The 
Idler^ though fluggifh, is yet alive, and may fome- 
times be ftimulated to vigour and adlivity. He may 
defcend into profoundnefs, or tower into fublimity ; 
for the diligence of an Idler is rapid and impetuous, 
as ponderous bodies forced into velocity move with 
violence proportionate to their weight. 

But thefe vehement exertions of intelleft cannot 
be frequent, and he will therefore gladly receive help 
from any correfpondent, who fliall enable him to 
pleafe without his own labour. He excludes no 
ftyle, he prohibits no fubjeft; only let him that 
writes to the Idler remember, that his letters mull 
rot be long ; no words are to be Iquandered in de- 
clarations of efteem, or confeflGons of inability ; 
confcious dulnefs has little right to be prolix, and 
praife is not fo welcome to the Idler as quiet. 



Numb. 
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Numb. 2. Saturday, Jprtl 22^ 1758. 

Toto vix quater anna 
Mimhranam • H o R • 

MANYpofitions arc often on the tongue, and 
feldom in the mind; there are many truths. 
which every human being acknowledges and forgets. 
It is generally known, that he who expedts much will 
be often difappointed ; yet difappointment feldom 
cures us of expectation, or has any other effedl than 
that of producing a moral fentence, or peevifh ex- 
clamation. He that embarks in the voyage of life, 
will always wilh to advance rather by the impulfe of 
tfoe wind, than the ftrokes of the oar; and many 
founder in the paflage, while they lie waiting for the- 
gale that is to waft them to their wifli. 

It will naturally be fufpecled that the Uler has 
lately fuffered fome difappointment, and that he does 
not talk thus gravely for nothing. No man is re- 
quired to betray his own fecrets. ' I will, however, 
confels, that I have now been a writer almoft a Week, 
and have not yet heard a fingle word of praife, nor 
received one hint from any correfpondent. 

Whence this negligence proceeds I am not able 
to difcover. Many of my predeceflbrs have thought 
themfelves obliged to return their acknowledgments 
in the fecond papfcr, for the kind reception of the 
firft; and in a fhort time, apologies have become 
neceflary to thafe ingenious gentlemen and ladies, 
whofe performances, though in the higheft degree 

B 3 clegaat 
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elegant and learned^ have been unavoidably de- 
layed. 

What then will be thought of me, who, having 
experienced no kindnefs, have no thanks to return ; 
whom no gentleman or lady has yet enabled to give 
any caufe of difcontent, and who have therefore no 
opportunity of fhewing how fkilfuUy I can pacify re- 
fentment, extenuate negligence, or palliate rejedion? 

I have long known that fplendor of reputation is 
not to be counted among the neceffaries of life, and 
therefore ihall not much repine if praife be withheld 
till it is better deferved. But furely I may be al- 
lowed to complain, that, in a nation of authors, not 
one has thought n:e worthy of notice after fo fair an 
invitation. 

At the time when the rage of writing has feized 
the old and young, when the cook warbles her 
lyricks in the kitchen, and the thrafher vociferates 
his hcroicks in the barn ; when our traders deal out 
knowledge in bulky volumes, and our girls forfakc 
their famplers to teach kingdoms wifdom ; it may 
feem very unneceflary to draw any more from their 
proper occupations, by affording new opportunitifes 
of literary fame. 

I Ihould be indeed unwilling to find that, for the 
fake of correfponding with the Idler, the fmith's iron 
had cooled on the anvil, or the fpinfter*s diftafF 
flood unemployed. I folicit only the contributions 
of thofe who have already devbted themfelves to 
literature, or, without any determinate attention, 
wander at large through the cxpanfe of life, and 
wear out the day in hearing at one place what ihey 
utter at another. 

Of 
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Of thcfe, a great part are already writers. One 
has a friend in the country upon whom he exercifes 
his powers ; whofe paflions he raifes and deprefics ; 
whofe underftanding he perplexes with paradoxes^ 
or ftrengchens by argument; whofe admiration he 
courts^ whofe praifes he enjoys ; and who ferves 
him inftead of a fenate or a theatre ; as the young 
foldiers in the Roman camp learned the ufe of their 
weapons by fencing againft a poft in the place of an 
enemy. 

Another has his pockets filled with eflays and epi* 
grams^ which he reads^ from houfe to houfc, to fe- 
left parties ; and which his acquaintances are daily 
entreating him to withhold no longer from the im- 
patience of the publicki^ 

If among thefe any one is perfuaded, that, by fuch 
preludes of compofition, he has qualified himfeif to 
appear in the open worlds and is yet afraid of thofe 
cenfures which they who have already written, and 
they who cannot write, are equally ready to fulmi- 
nate againft publick pretenders to fame, he may, by 
tranfmitting his performances to the Idler^ make a 
cheap experiment of his abilities, and enjoy the 
pleafure of fucccfs, without the hazard of mifcar- 
riage. 

Many advantages not generally known arife from 
this method of ftealing on the publick. The (land- 
ing author of the paper is always the objed: of criti- 
cal malignity. Whatever is mean will be imputed 
to him, and whatever is excellent be afcribed to his 
affidants. It does not much alter the event, that 
the author and his correfpondents are equally un- 
known i for the author, whoever be bcj is an indi- 
3 4 vidual^ 
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Vidual, of whom every reader has fome fixed idea, 
and whom he is therefore unwilling to gratify with 
applaufe ; but the praifes given to his correfpondents 
are fcattered in the air, none can tell on whom they 
will light, and therefore none are unwilling to beftow 
them. 

He that is known to contribute to a periodical 
work, needs no other caution than not to tell what 
particular pieces are his own : fuch fecrecy is in? 
deed very difficult ; but if it can be maintained, if 
is fcarcely to be imagined at how fmall an expenrt he 
may grow confiderable, 

A perfon of quality, by a fingle paper, may en- 
grofs the honour of a volume. Fame is indeed 
dealt with a hand lefs and lefs bounteous through 
the fubordinate ranks, till it defcends to the profefled 
author, who will find it very difficult to get more 
than he deferves ; but every man who does not want 
it, or who needs not value it, may have liberal al- 
lowances s and, for five letters in the year fent to the 
Idler J of which perhaps only two are printed^ will b? 
pomoted to the firft rank of writers by thofe who 
are weary of the prefent race of wits, and wilb to finl<; 
them into obfcurity before the luftre of a name m% 
yet known enough to be detelkd. 
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Numb. 3, Saturday, Jj^ril ig^ i"]^^^ 

Otia vita . 
Solamur cantu* Stat, 

IT has long been the complaint of thofe who fre* 
quent the theatres^ that all the dramatick arc has 
been long exhaufted, and that the viciffitudes of for* 
tune, and accidents of life, have been fhewn in every 
poffible combination, till the firft fccne informs us of 
the laft, and the play no fooner opens, than every 
auditor knows how it will conclude. When a con- 
spiracy is formed in a tragedy, we guefs by whom it 
will be detefted ; when a letter is dropt in a co- 
medy, we can tell by whom it will be found. No- 
thing is now left for the poet but charadler and fen- 
timent, which are to make their way as they, can, 
without the.foft anxiety of fufpence, or the enliven- 
ing agitation of furprize. 

A new paper lies under the fame difadvantages 
as a new play. There is danger left it be new 
without novelty. My earlier predeceffors had their 
choice of vices and follies, and feledtcd fuch as were 
moft likely to raife merriment or attratt attention ; 
they had the whole field of life before them, unr 
trodden and unfurveyed; charafters of every kind 
fliot up in their way, and thofe of the moft luxu- 
riant growth, or moft confpicuous colours, were 
naturally cropt by the firft fickle. They that fol- 
low are forced to peep into negleded corners, to 

note 
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DOte the cafual varieties of the fame fpeciesj and to 
recommend themfelves by minute induftryj and dif- 
tintlions toofubtlc for common eyes. i 

Sometimes it may happen, that the hade or negli- 
gence of the firft inquirers has left enough behind 
to reward another fearch ; fometimes new objefts 
ftart up under the eye, and he that is looking for one 
kind of matter, is amply gratified by the difcoverjr 
of another. But ft ill it muft be allowed^ that, as 
more is taken, lefs can remain ; and every truth 
brought newly to light impoverilhes the mine, 
from which fucceeding inCellefts are to dig their 
treafures. 

Many philofophers imaginej that the elements 
themfelves may be in time exhaufted; that the fun, 
by (hining long, will effufe all its light j and that, 
by the continual wafte of aqueous particleSi the whole 
earth will at laft become a fandy defart. 

would not advife my readers to difturb them* 
tfelves by contriving how they fhall live without light 
[and water. For the days of univerfal thirft and per- 
^petual darkncfs are at a great diftance. The ocean 
and the fun will lad our time, and we may leave 
Ipofterity tofliift for themfelves. 

But if the ftores of nature are limited, much more 
'narrow bounds mull be fet to the modes of life; and 
mankind may want a moral or amufing paper, many 
years before they fhall be deprived of drink or day- 
light* This want, which to the bufy and the inven- 
tive may feem eafily remediable by fome fubftitute or 
other, the whole race of Mers will feel with all the 
fenfibility that fuch torpid animals can fuffer. 

When 
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When I confider the innumerable multitudes that, 
having no motive of defire, or determination of will, 
lie freezing in perpetual inadlivity, till fome external 
impulfe puts them in motion ; who awake in the 
morning, vacant of thought, with minds g iping for 
the intelleAual food, which fome kind eli^yiit has 
been accuftomed to fupply; I am moved by the 
commiferation with \\hich all human beings ought 
to behold the diftrefles of each other, to try fome ex- 
pedients for their relief, and to enquire by what me- 
thods the liftlefs may be aiftuated, and the empty be 
replenifhed. 

There are faid to be pleafures in madnefs known 
only to madmen. There are certainly miferies irl 
idlenefs, which the Idler only can conceive. Thefc 
miferies I have often felt and often bewailed* I 
know by experience, how welcome is every aroca* 
tion that fummons the thoughts to a new image ; and 
how much languor and laffitude are relieved by that 
officioufnefs which offers a momentary amufement to 
him* who is unable to find it for himfelf. 

It is naturally indifferent to this race of men what 
entertainment they receive, fo they are but enter- 
tained. They catch, with equal eagernefs, at a mo- 
ral ledure, or the memoirs of a robber ; a prediction 
of the appearance of a comet, or the calculation of 
the chances of a lottery. 

They might therefore eafily be pleafed, if they 
confulted only their own minds; but thofe who will 
not take the trouble to think forthemfelves, have al- 
ways fomebody that thinks for them ; and the diffi- 
culty in writing is to pleafe thofe from whom others 
learn to be pleafed. 

Much 
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Much mifchief is done in the world with very little 
intereft or defign. He that aflumes the charadter of 
a critick, and juftifies his claim by perpetual cen- 
fure, imagines that he is hurting none but the au- 
thor, and him he confiders as a peftilent animal, 
whom every other being has a right to perfecute; lit- 
tle does he think how many harmlefs men he involves 
in his own guilt, by teaching them to be noxious 
without malignity, and to repeat objedions which 
they do not underftand ; or how many honeft minds 
he debars from pleafure, by exciting an artificial fa- 
ftidioufnefs, and making them too wife to concur 
with their own fenfations. He who is taught by a 
critick to difiike that which pleafed him in his na- 
tural {late, has the fame reafon to complain of his 
inftruSor, as the madman to rail at his dodkor, who, 
when he thought himfelf matter of Peru, phyficked 
him to poverty. 

If men will ftruggle againfl: their own advantage, 
they are not to expeft that the Idler will take much 
pains upon them; he has himfelf to pleafe as well 
as th«m, and has long learned, or endeavoured to 
learn, not to make the pleafure of others too n€cef- 
fary to his own. 
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Numb. 4. Saturday, May 6, 1758. 

CHARITY, or tendernefs for the poor, which 
is now juftly confidered, by a great part of 
mankind, as infeparable from piety, and in which 
almoft all the goodnefs of the prefent age confifts, is, 
I think, known only to thofe who enjoy, either im- 
mediately, or by tranfmiffion, the light of revela- 
tion. 

Thofe ancient nations who have given us the wifeft 
models of government, and the brighteft examples of 
patriotifm, whofe inftitutions have been tranfcribed by 
all fucceeding legiflatures, and whofe hiftory is ftudied 
by every candidate for political or military reputa- 
tion, have yet left behind them no mention of alms- 
houfes or hofpitals, of places where age might repofe, 
or ficknefs be relieved. 

The Roman emperors, indeed, gave large donatives 
to the citizens and foldiers, but thefe diftributions 
were always reckoned rather popular than virtuous : 
nothing more was intended than an oftentation of 
liberality, nor was any recompence expeited, but 
fuffrages and acclamations. 

Their beneficence was merely occafional ; he that 
ceafed to need the favour of the people, ceafed like- 
wife to covert it ; and, therefore, no man thought it 
either neceflary or wife to make any (landing pro- 
vifion for the ne^y, to look forwards to the wants of 
4 pofterity. 
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po[lerit]r, or to fecure fucceffions of charity, for fuc* 
ceOions of dlftrefs. ^ 

Compaffion is by fame reafoners^ on whom the 
name of philofophers has been too eafily conferred, 
refolvxd into an aftcftion merely felfiftij an involun- 
tary perception of pain at the involuntary fight of a 
being like ourfelves languifliing in mifery. Hue this 
fenfation, if ever it be felt at all from the brute in- 
ftinft of uninftru^ted nature, will only produce ef- 
feds defultory and tranfient; it will never fettle into 
a principle of aftion, or extend relief to calamities 
unfeen, in generations not yet in being. h 

The devotion of life or tbrtune to the fuccour o^l 
the poor, is a height of virtue, to which humanity 
has never rifen by its own power. The charity of 
the Mahometans is a precept which their teacher evi»^ 
dently tranfplanted from the doctrines of Chrifti-" 
anity ; and the care with which fome of the Oriental 
fefts attend, as is faid, to the neceffitles of the dif* 
cafed and indigent, may be added to the other argu* 
ments, which prove Zoroa/ler to have borrowed his — 
in ft i tut ions from the law of Mo/cs, ■ 

The prefent age, though not likely to fliine here-< 
after among the moft fplcndid periods of hiftory, has 
yet given exampks of charity^ which may be very ™ 
properly recommended to imitation. The eqiialW 
diftributlon of wealth, which long commerce has 
produced I does not enable any fingle hand to raife 
edifices of piety like fortified cities, to appropriate 
manors to religious ufes, or deal out fuch large and 
lading beneficence as was feat te red over the land in 
ancient times, by thofe who poflTeiTed counties or 
provinces, But no fooner is a new fpecies of mifcry 
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brought to view, and a dcfign of relieving it pro- 
fefled, than every hand is open to contribute fome- 
thing, every tongue is bufied in folicitation, and 
every art of pleafure is employed for a time in the 
intereft of virtue. 

The moft apparent and prefSng miferies incident 
to man, have now their peculiar houfes of reception 
and relief; and there are few among us raifed how« 
ever little above the danger of poverty, who may not 
juftly claim, what is implored by the Mahometans in 
their moft ardent benedidions, the prayers of the 
poor. 

Among thofe aftions which the mind can moft fe- 
curely review with unabated pleafure, is that of 
having contributed to an hofpital for the fick. Of 
fome kinds of charity the confequences are dubious ; 
fome evils which beneficence has been bufy to re- 
medy, are not certainly known to be very grievous 
to the fufFerer, or detrimental to the community; 
but no man can queftion whether wounds and fick- 
nefs are not really painful ; whether it be not wor- 
thy of a good man's care to reflore thofe to eafe and 
ufefulnefs, from whofe labour infants and women 
exped: their bread, and who, by a cafual hurt, or 
lingering difeafe, lie pining in want and anguifti, 
burthenfome to others, and weary of themfelves. 

Yet as the hofpitals of the prefent time fubfift only 
by gifts beftowed at pleafure, without any folid fund 
of fupport, there is danger left the blaze of charity, 
which now burns with fo much heat and fplendor, 
Ihould die away for want of lafting fuel ; left fa- 
Ihion ftiould fuddenly withdraw her fmile, and in- 
conftancy transfer the publick attention to fomething 
2 which 
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which may appear more eligible, becaufe it will be 
new. 

Whatever is left in the hands of chance muft be 
fubjeft to viciffitude ; and when any eftablifhment is 
found to be ufeful, it ought to be the next care to 
make it permanent. 

But man is a tranfitory being, and his defigns mull 
partake of the imperfeftions of their author. To 
confer duration is not always in our power. We 
muft fnatch the prefent moment, and employ it well, 
without too much folicitude for the future, and con-- 
tent ourfelves with refledting that our part is per- 
formed. He that waits for an opportunity to do 
much at once, may breathe out his -life in idle wiflies, 
and regret, in the laft hour, his ufelels intentions, 
and barren zeal. 

The moft aSive promoters of the prefent fchemes 
of charity cannot be cleared from fome inftances of 
mifconduft, which may awaken contempt or cenfure, 
and haften that negleft which is likely to come too 
foon of itfelf. The open competitions between dif- 
ferent hofpitals, and the animofity with which their 
patrons oppofe one another, may prejudice weak 
minds againft them all. For it will not be eafily 
believed, that any man can, for good rcafons, wifh 
to exclude another from doing good. The fpirit of 
charity can only be continued by a reconciliation of 
thefe ridiculous feuds; and therefore, inftead of con- 
tentions who (hall be the only benefaftors to the 
needy, let there be no other llruggle than who Ihall 
be the firft. 

NuMB# 
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NuiMB. 5. Saturday, May ij, 1758. 

Ail fyxiArv o(ir«yjvv 

OUR military operations arc at la(l begun ; our 
troops are marching in all the pomp of war, 
and a camp is marked out on the Ifle of Wight ; 
the heart of every Englifliman now fwells with confi* 
dence, though fomewhat foftened by generous com- 
pafSon for the conllernation and diflrefles of our ene- 
mies. 

This formidable, armament and fplendid march 
produce different effedts upon different minds, ac- 
cording to the boundlefs diverfities of temper, occu- 
pation, and habits of thought. 

Many a tender maiden confiders her lover as al- 
ready loft, becaufe he cannot reach the camp but by 
croffing the fea; men of a more political under- 
flanding are perfuaded that we (hall now fee, in a 
few days, the ambaffadors of France fupplicat*ing for 
pity. Some are hoping for a bloody battle, becaufe 
a bloody battle makes a vendible narrative; fome 
are compofing fongs of viAory ; fome planning 
arches of triumph ; and fome arc mixing fireworks 
for the celebration of a peace. 

Of all extenfive and complicated objefts different 
parts ar« feleAed by different eyes ; and minds are 
varioufly affefted, as they vary their attention. The 
care of the publick is now fixed upon our foldiers, 

Vol. VIL C who 
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who are leaving their native country to wander^ 
none can tell how long, in the pathlefs defarts of the 
Ifle of Wight. Tlic tender iigh for their fufferiflgs,* 
and the gay dVink to their fuccefs. 1, who look, or 
believe myfelf to look, with more philofophic eyes> 
on human affairs, muft confefs, that I few the troop* 
march with' little emotion ; my thoughts were fixed 
upon other fcenes, and the tear ftole into my eyes, 
rtot for thofe who were going away, but foy thof« 
who were left behind. 

We have no reafon to doubt but our troops wiH 
proceed with proper caution ; there are men among 
theiii who can take care of themfelves. But hovr 
Ihall the ladies endure without them ? By what arts 
can they, who have long had no joy but from the ci- 
vilities of a foldier, now amufe their hours, and fo* 
laee their fe|!>uration ? 

Of fifty thoufand men, now deftirted to different 
ftations, if we allow each to have been occafionally 
neceffary only to four women, a fliort computation 
will inform us, that two hundred thoufand ladies arfc 
left to fenguifli in diftreft; two hundred thoufand 
kdies-y who* muft run ta fales and auctions without 
an attendant ; fit at the pl^, without a critick to 
direO: their 6pilnion';« buy their fans by their owa 
judgment ; difpofe' (heWs by theip own invention ; 
walk in the mall without a gaHsmt ; go to the gar- 
dens without a proteftor ; and fhuffle eacds with vain 
impatience, for want of a fourth to complete the 
party. 

Of thefe ladles, fomc, I hope, have lap-dogs, and 
fbmc monfcics j but th^y arc unfatisfadory compa- 

niontf*. 
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nions. Many ufeful offices are performed by tnen 
of fcarlet, to which neither dog nor monkey has 
adequate abilities. A parrot^ indeed^ is as fine as a 
colonel, and, if he has been much ufed to good 
company, is not wholly without converfation ; but 
a parrot, after all, is a poor little creature, and has 
neither fword nor flioulder-knot, can neither dancc^ 
nor play at cards. 

Since the foldiers mud obey the call of their duty, 
and go to that fide of the kingdom which faces 
France, I know not why the ladies, who cannot live 
without them, fhould not follow them. The pre- 
judices and pride of man have long prefuraed the 
fword and fpindle made for different hands, and de« 
nied the other fex to partake the grandeur of mili- 
tary glory. This notion may be conliftently enough 
received in France, where the rfalick law excludes fe- 
males from the throne ; but we, who allow them to 
be fovereigns, may furely (jappofc them capable to 
be foldiers. 

It were to be wifhed that fom^ map, whofe expe- 
rience and authority might enforce -^g^ard, would 
propofe that our encampments for the prefent year 
fliould comprife an equal number of men and wo- 
men, who fhould march and fight in mingled bodies*- 
If proper colonels were once appointed, and the 
drums ordered to beat for female volunteers, our 
regiments would foon be filled without the reproach 
or cruelty of an imprefs. 

Of thefe heroines, fome might ferve on foot, un- 
der the denomination of the Female Buffs, and fome 
on horfeback, with the title of Lady Hnjfars. 

C 2 What 
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What objeftions can be made to this fcheme I 
have endeavoured maturely to confider ; and can- 
not find that a (nodern foldier has any duties, except 
that of obedience, which a lady cannot perform. If 
the hair has loft its powder^ a lady has a puff; if a 
coat be fpotted, a lady has a brulh. Strength is of 
lefs importance fince fire-arms have been ufed ; 
blows of the hand are now feldom exchanged ; and 
what is there to be done in the charge or the retreat 
beyond the powers of a fprightly maiden ? 

Our mafculine fquadrons will not fuppofe them- 
felves difgraced by their auxiliaries, till they have 
done fomething which women could not have done# 
The troops of Braddock never faw their enemies^ and 
perhaps were defeated by women. If our American 
general had headed an army of girls^ he might flill 
have built a fort and taken it. Had Minorca been 
defended by a female garrifon, it might have been 
furrendered, as it was, without a breach; and I 
cannot but think, that feven thoufand women might 
have ventured to look at Rochfort^ faek a village, rob 
a vineyard, and return in fafcty. 



Numb. 
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Numb. 6, Saturday, May 20^ ^758* 

T»f*iiOr i^K; yiiftrs 7vy4« Gft* Pno* 

THE lady who had undertaken to ride on one 
horfe a thoufand miles in a thoufand hours^ 
has completed her journey in little more than two- 
thirds of the time fltpulated, ahd was conduded 
through the laft mile with triumphal honours. Ac* 
clamation (houted before her, and all the flowers of 
the fpring were fcattered in her way. 

Every heart ought to rejoice when true merit is 
diftinguifhed with public notice. I am far from 
wiihing either to the amazon or her horfe any dimi* 
nution of happinefs or fame, and cannot but lament 
that they were not more amply and fuitably rewarded. 
There was once a time when wreaths of bays or 
oak were confidered as recompences equal to the 
moft wearifome labours and terrifiLk dangers, and 
when the miferies of long marches and itormy feas 
were at once driven from the remembrance by the 
fragrance of a garland. 

If this heroine had been born in ancient times, fhe 
might perhaps have been delighted with the fimpli- 
city of ancient gratitude ; or if any thing wns want- 
ing to full fatisfadion, flie might have lupj)lied the 
deficiency with the hope of deification, and antici- 
pated the altars that would be railed, and the vows 
that would be made, by future candidate* for equef- 
trian glory, to the patroncfs of the race and the god- 
defs of the ftable. 

I But 
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But fate refcrved her for a more enlightened age, 
which has difcovered leaves and flowers to be tran- 
fitory things -, which confiders profit as the end of 
honour ; and rates the event of every undertaking 
only by the money that is gained or loft. In thefe 
days, to ftrew the road with daifies and lilies, is to 
mock merit, and delude hope. The toyman will not 
give his jewels, nor the mercer meafure out his filks, 
for vegetable coin. A primrofe, though picked up 
under the feet of the moft renowned courfer, will 
neither be received as a flake at cards, nor procure 
a feat at an opera, nor buy candles for a rout, nor 
lace for a livery. And though there are many vir- 
tuofos, whofe folc ambition is to poflefs fomething 
which can be found in no other hand, yet fome arc 
more accuftomed to ftore their cabinets by theft than 
purchafe, and none of them would either fteal or 
buy one of the flowers of gratulation till he knows 
that all the reft are totally deftroyed. 

Little therefore did it avail this wonderful lady to 
be received, however joyfully, with fuch obfolete 
and barren ceremonies of praife. Had the way been 
covered with guineas, though but for the tenth part 
of the laft mile, Ihe would have confidered her fkill 
and diligence as not wholly loft ; and might have 
rejoiced in the fpeed and perfeverance which had left 
her fuch fuperfluity of time, that flie could at leifure 
gather her reward without the danger of Atalanta^s 
mifcarriage. 

So much ground could not, indeed, have beea 
paved with gold but at a large expence, and we arc 
at prefent engaged in a war, which demands and en-^ 
forces frugality. But common rules arc made only 

for 
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for common life, and feme deviation from general 
poHcy may be aHowed in favour of a lady that rode 
a thoufand miles in a thoufand hours. 

Since the fpirit of antiquity f© -much prevails 
amongft us, that even on this great occafion we have 
given flowers inftead of money, let us at leaft com- 
plete our imitation of the. ancients, and endeavour to 
tranfmit topofterity the memory of that virtue, which 
we confider as fuperior to pecuniary recompence* 
Let an equeftrian ftatue <3f this heroine be crefied, 
aear th^ ftarting-poft on rhe heath o£ Newmarket, 
to fill kindred ibuls with emulation, and tell the 
grand-daughters of our grand-daughters what an 
Englijb maiden has once performed. 

As events, however illuftrious, are foon obfcured 
rf they are intruded to tradition, I think it nfeceflary, 
that the pedeftal {hould be infcrifeed with a concife 
account of this great performance. The conapofi- 
tion of this narrative ought not to be committed 
raflily to improper hands. If the rhetoricians of 
Newmarket, who may be fuppofed likely to conceive 
in its full ftrength the dignity of the fubjedt, fhould 
iindertak^ to exprefs it, there is danger left they ad- 
mit fome phrafes which, though well underftood at 
prefent, may be ambiguous in another century. If 
f ofterity ihould read on a public monument, that 
;t/je lady carried her borfe a thoufand miles in a thoufand 
hours, they may think that the ftatue and infer! j)tion 
are at variance, becaufe one will reprefcnt the horfe 
as carrying his' lady, and the other tell that the lady 
car.ried her horfe. 

Some doubts likewife may be raifed by fpcculatifts^ 
and fome controverfies be agitated among hiilorians, 

C 4 coi^ceria- 
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concerning the motive as well as the manner of the 
aftion. As it will be known, that this wonder was 
performed in a time of war, fome will fuppofe that 
the lady was frighted by invaders, and fled to pre- 
ferve her life or her chaftity : others will conjefture, 
that Ihe was thus honoured for fome intelligence 
carried of the enemy's defigns : fome will think that 
Ihe brought news of a viftory ; others, that Ihe was 
commiffioned to tell of ^ confpiracy ; and fome will 
congratulate themfclves on their acuter penetration, 
and find, that all thefe notions of patriotifm and 
publick fpirit are improbable and chimerical ; they 
will confidently tell, that (he only ran away from her 
guardians, and that the true caufes of her fpeed were 
fear and love. 

Let k therefore be carefully mentioned, that by 
this performance ji&tf W(?» her wager ; and, lefl: this 
ihould, by any change of manners, feem an inade- 
quate or incredible incitement, let it be added, that 
at this time the original motives of human adions 
bad loft their influence ; that the love of praife was 
extindt ; the fear of infamy was become ridiculous ; 
and the only wifli of an Englijhman was, to win his 
wager. 



Numb. 
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Numb. 7. Saturday, May zj^ 1758. 

ONE of the principal amufements of the Idler 
is to read the works of tbofe minute hillorians 
the writers of news, who, though contemptuoufly 
overlooked by the compofers of bulky volumes^ are 
yet ncceflary in a nation where much wealth pro- 
duces much leifure, and one part of the people ha^ 
nothing to do but to obfcrve the lives and fortunes 
of the other. 

To us, who are regaled every morning and even- 
ing with intelligence, and are fupplied from day to 
day with materials for converfation, it is difficult to 
conceive how man can fubfift without a news-paper, 
or to what entertainment companies can alTemble, 
in thofe wide regions of the earth that have neither 
Chronicles nor Magazines^ neither Gazettes nor Ad-^ 
vertifersj neither Journals nor Evening. Pofts. 

There are never great numbers in any nation, 
whofe reafon or invention can find employment for 
their tongues, who can raife a pleafing difcourfc 
from their own flock of fentiments and images ; and 
thofe few who have qualified themfelves by fpecu* 
lation for general difquifitions are foon left without 
an audience. The common talk of men muft relate 
to fads in which the talkers have, or think they have, 
an intereft; anS where fuch fadrs cannot be known, 
the pleafures of fociety will be merely fcnfual. Thus 
the natives of the Mahometan empires, who approach 
moft nearly to European civility, have no higher plea- 

fure 
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furc at their convivial affemblies than to hc&r a piper, 
or gaze upon a tumbler, and no company can keep 
together longer than they arc diverted by fouflds or 
ibows. 

All foreigners remark, that the knowledge of the 
common people of England is greater than that of 
any other vulgar. This fuperiority we undoubtedly 
owe to the rivulets of intelligence, which are coo- 
tinually trickling among us, which every one may 
catch, and of which every one partakes. 

This univerfal difftifion of inftrudion is, perhaps, 
not wholly without its inconveniences ; it certainly 
fills the nation with fuperficial difputants ; enables 
thofe to talk who were born to work ; and affords 
information fufEcient to elate vanity, and ftifFen ob- 
ftinacy, but too little to enlarge th-e mind into com^^ 
plete fkill for full comprehenfion. 

Whatever is found to gratify the publick, wiH be 
multiplied by the emulation of venders beyond nc- 
ccffity or ufe. This plenty indeed produces cheap- 
fiefs, but cheapnefs always ends in negligence and 
depravation. 

The compilation of news-papers Is often commit" 
ted to narrow and mercenary minds, not qualified 
for the taflc of delighting or inftruding ; who are 
content to fill their paper, with whatever matter, 
without induftry to gather, or difcernment to feleft. 

Thus journals are daily multiplied without increafe 
of knowledge. The tale of the mdrning paper is 
told again in the evening, and the narratives of the 
evening are bought again in the morning. Thiefe 
repetitions, indeed, wafte time, but they do not 
ftortcn it. The moft eager perufer of news is tired 

before 
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before he has completed his labour; and many a man, 
who enters the coffee-houfc in his night-gown and 
flippers, is called away to his Ihop, or his dinner, 
before he has well confidered the ftate of Europe. 

It is difcovered by Reaumur^ that fpiders might 
make filk, if they could be perfuaded to live in 
peace together. The writers of news, if they could 
be confederated, might give more pleafure to the 
publick. The morning and evening authors might 
divide an ^vent between them ; a Angle aftion, and 
that not of much importance, might be gradually 
difcovered, fo as to vary a whole week with joy, 
anxiety, and conjedure. 

We know that a French fliip of war was lately 
taken by a flilp of England ; but this event was fuf- 
fered to burft upon us all at once, and then what wc , 
knew already was echoed from day to day, and from 
week to week. 

Let us fuppofe thefe fpiders of literature to fpin 
together, and enquire to what an extenfive web fuch 
another event might be regularly drawn, and how 
fix morning and fix evening writers might agree to 
retail their articles. 

On Monday Morning the Captain of a fliip might 
arrive, who left the Frifeur of France^ and the Bull- 
dogy Captain Grim, in fight of one another, fo that 
an engagement feemed unavoidable. 

Monday Evenings A found of cannon was heard 
off Cape Finifterre, fuppofed to be thofe of the Bull- 
dog and Frifeur. 

Tuefday Morning. It was this morning reported, 
that the Bulldog engaged the Frifeur, yard-ann and 
yard-arm., three glaffes and i half, but \\as obliged to 

Ihcer 
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Ihecr off for want of powden It is hoped that en- 
quiry will be made into this affair in a proper place. 

^uefday Evening. The account of the engagement 
between the Bulldog and Frifeur was premature. 

Wednefday Morning. Another exprefs is arrived, 
which brings news, that the Frifeur had loft all her 
maftsj and three hundred of her men, in the late en- 
gagement ; and that Captain Grim is come into har- 
bour much fliattered. 

Wednefday Evening. We hear that the brave Cap- 
tain Grim, having expended his powder, propofed to 
enter the Frifeur fword in hand ; but that his lieu- 
tenant, the nephew of a certain nobleman, remon- 
ftrated againfl it. 

Tburfday Mornwg. We wait impatiently for a full 
account of the late engagement between the Bulldog 
and Frifeur. 

Fhurfday Evening. It is faid that the order of tht 
Bath will be fent to Captain Grim. 

Friday Morning. A certain Lord of the Admi- 
ralty has been heard to fay of a certain Captain, that 
if he had done his duty, a certain French fhip might 
have been taken. It was not thus that merit was 
rewarded in the days of Cromwell. 

Friday Evening. There is certain information at 
the Admiralty, that the Frifeur is taken, after a re- 
fiftance of about two hours. 

Saturday Morning. A letter from one of the gun- 
ners of the Bulldog mentions the taking of the />/- 
feur, znd attributes their luccels wholly to the bravery 
and refolution of Captain Grim, who never owed any 
of his advancement to borough-jobbers, or any other 
corrupters of the people. 

S>:ifurday 
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Saturday Evening. Captain Grim arrived at the 
Admiralty, with an account that he engaged the Fri- 
fiur^ 2l (hip of equal force with his own, off Cape Fi^ 
MJf&re, and took her after an obftinate refiftancc, 
having killed one hundred and fifty of the French, 
with the iofs of ninety-five of his own men. 



Numb. 8. Saturday, June 3, 1758. 
^to the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

IN the time of publick danger, it is every man's 
duty to withdraw his thoughts in fome meafure 
from his private intereft, and employ part of his 
time for the general welfare. National condu& 
ought to be the refult of national wifdom, a plan 
formed by mature confideration and diligent f«lec- 
tion out of all the fchemes which may be offered, 
and all the information which can be procured. 

In a battle, every man Ihould fight as if he was 
the fingle champion ; in preparations for war, every 
man ihould think, as if the lafl event depended on 
his counfel. None can tell what difcoveries are 
within his reach, or how much he may contribute to 
the publick fafety. 

Full of thcfe confiderations, I have carefully re- 
viewed the procefs of the war, and find, what every 
other man has found, that we have hitherto added 
nothing to our military reputation : that at one time 

wc 
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we have been beaten by enemies whom we did not 
fee ; and, at another, have avoided the fight of ene- 
mies left we ihould be beaten. 

Whether our troops are defeftive in difcipline or 
in courage, , is not very ufeful to inquire ; they evi- 
dently want fomething neceffary to fuccefs ; and he 
that Ihall fupply that want will deferve well of his 
country. 

7(7 learn of an enemy has always been accounted 
politick and honourable ; and therefore I hope it will 
raife no prejudices againft my projeft, to confefs that 
I borrowed it from a Frenchman* 

When the Ifle of Rhodes was, many centuries ago, 
in the hands of that military order now called the 
Knights of Malta, it was ravaged by a dragon, who 
inhabited a den under a rock, from, which he iffued 
forth when he was hungry or wanton, and without 
fear or mercy devoured men and beafts as they came 
in his way- Many councils were held, and many 
devices offered, for his deftrudion ; but as his back 
was armed with impenetrable fcales, none would 
venture to attack him. At laft Dudon, a French 
knight, undertook the deliverance of the ifland. 
From fome place of fecurity he took a view of the 
dragon, or, as a modern foldier would fay, recon^ 
ndtred him, and obferved that his belly was naked 
and vulnerable. He then returned home to take 
his arrangements ; and, by a very exaft imitation of 
natpre, made a dragon of pafteboard, in the belly 
of which he put beef and mutton, and accuftomed 
two fturdy maftiffs to feed themfelves, by tearing 
their way to the concealed flefh. When his dogs^ 
were well praftifed in this method ef plunder, he 

marched 
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inarched out with them at his heels, and (hewed thetn 
the dragon ; they rulhed upon him in queft of their 
dinner; Dudon battered his fcull, while they lace- 
rated his belly \ and neither his ding nor claws were 
able to defend him. 

Something like this might be praftifed in our prc- 
fent ftate. Let a fortification be raifcd on Salijbury^ 
Flain^ refembling Brejij or Toulon, or Faris itfelf^ 
with all the ufual preparations for defence : let the 
inclofure be filled with beef and ale : let the foldicrs, 
from fomc proper eminence, fee fliirts waving upon 
lines, and here and there a plump landlady hurrying 
about with pots in their hands. When they are fuf- 
ficiently animated to advance, lead them in exad: 
order, with fife, and drum, to that fide whence the 
wind blows, till they come within the fcent of roaft 
meat and tobacco. Contrive that they may approach 
the place fading about an hour after dinner-time, 
afifure them that there is no danger, and command 
an attack. 

If nobody within either moves or fpeaks, it is not 
unlikely that they may carry the place by dorm ; 
but if a panick fliould feize them, it will be proper 
to defer the enterprize to a more hungry hour*. 
When they have entered, let them fill their bellies 
and return to the camp. 

On the next day let the fame place be fliewn 
them again, but with fome additions of ftrength or 
terror. I cannot pretend to inform our generals 
through what gradations of danger they fliould train 
their men to fortitude. They beft know what the 
foldiers and what themfelves can bear. It will be 
proper that the war fliould every day vary its ap- 
5 P'caranec^ 
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pearance. SometimeSj as they mount the ramparr, 
a cook may throw fat upon the fire, to accuftom 
them to a fudden blaze; and fometimcsj by the 
clatter of empty pots, they may be inn red to for- 
midable noifes. But let it never be forgotten, that 
viftory mult repofe with a full belly. 

In time it will be proper to bring our French pri- 
foners from the coaft, and place them upon the walls 
in martial order. At their firft appearance their 
hands mud be tied, but they may be allowed to 
grin. In a month they may guard the place with 
their hands loufed, provided that on pain of death 
they be forbidden to Clrike, 

By this method our army will foon be brought to 
look an enemy in the face. But it has been lately 
obferved, that fear is received by the ear as well as 
the eyes J and the Indian war-cry is reptefented as 
too dreadful to be endured ; as a found that will 
force the braveft veteran to dro]) his weapon, and 
dcfert his rank; that W4II d:!afen his ear, and chill 
his bread; that will neither fuffcr him to hear orders 
or to feel (hamc, or retain any fenfibility but the 
dread of death. 

That the favage clamours of naked barbarians 
Ihould thus terrify troop?; difciplined to war, and 
ranged in array with arms in their hands, is furely 
ftrange. But this is no time to reafon. I am of 
opinionj that, by a proper mixture of afles, bulls, 
turkeys, geefe, and tragedians, a noife might be pro- 
cured equally horrid with the w^ar-cry. When our 
men have been encourigcd by frequent victories, 
nothing will remain but to qualify thera for extreme 
danger, by a fudden concert of terrifick vocifera- 
tion. 



4 
I 



i?* 8. T H E I D L E R. 



33 



tion. When they have endured this laft trial, let 
them be led to aftion, as men who are no longer to 
be frightened ; as men who can bear at once the 
grimaces of the Gauls, and the howl of the Ameri^ 
cans. 



Numb. 9. Saturday, June ib, 1758^ 

To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

I HAVE read you; that is a favour few authors 
can boaft of having received from me befides 
yourfelf. My intention in telling you of it is to in- 
form you, that you have both pleafed and angered 
me. Never did writer appear fo delightful to me as 
ybii did when you adopted the name of the Idler. 
But what a falling-ofF was there when your firft pro- 
dudtion was brought to light ! A natural irrcfiflible 
attachment to that favourable paffion, idlings had led 
me to hope for indulgence from the Idler^ but I find 
him a ftranger to the title. 

What rulfes has he propofed totally to unbrace the 
flackened nerve ; to fhade the heavy eye of inatten- 
tion; to give tbe fmooth feature and the uncon- 
traded mufcle ; or procure infenfibility to the whole 
animal compofition ? 

Thefe were fomeof the placid bleflings I promifed 
iiiyfelf the enjoyment of, when I committed violence 
Upon myfelf by muttering up all my ftrength to fet 
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about reading you ; but I am difap pointed in them 
all, and the ftroke of eleven in the morning is ftill as 
terrible to me as before, and I find putting on ni]pH 
clothes ftill as painful and laborious. Oh that our" 
clicnate would permit that original iiakednefs which 
the thrice happy Indians to this day enjoy ! How 
many unfolicitous hours Ihould I bafk away, warmed 
in bed by the fun's glorious beams, could I, like 
them, tumble from thence in a moment, when necef- 
iity obliges mc to endure the torment of getting upon 
my legs. ^ 

But wherefore do I talk to you upon fubjedts o^* 
this delicate nature f you who feem ignorant of the 
inexpreffible charms of the elbow-chair, attended 
with a foft ftool for the elevation of the feet I Thus, 
vacant of thought, do I indulge the live-long 
day. 

You may define happinefs as you pleafe ; I em- 
brace that opinion which makes h confift in the ab- 
fence of pain. To reflefl: is pain ; to ftir is pain ; 
therefore I never reflc<£t or ftir but when I cannot 
help it. Perhaps you will call my fcheme of life in* 
dolencc, and therefore think the IJkr excufed from 
taking any notice of me : but I have always looked 
upon indolence and idlenefs as the fame j and fo de- 
firc you will now and then, while you profefs your- 
felf of our fraternity, take fome notice of me, and 
others in my fituacion, who think they have a right 
to your afliftance ; or relinquifli the name. 

You may publifli, burn, or deftroy this, juft as 
you are in the humour ; it is ten to one but I forget 
that I wrote it, before it reaches you, I believe yom 
Biay find a motto for it in Horace, but I earniot reach 

hie 
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bini withovit getting out of my chair ; that is a fufE- 
cient reafon for my not affixing any. — And being 
obliged to fit upright to ring the bell for my fervant 
to convey this to the pcnny-poft, if I flip the oppor- 
tunity of his being now in the room, makes me 
break off abruptly. 

This correfpondcnt, whoever he be, is not to be 
fdifmiflfed without fomc tokens of regard. 1 here is 
no mark more certain of a genuine Idler ^ than unea- 
finefs without moleilacion, and complaint without a 
grievance. 

Yet my gratitude to the contributor of half a pa- 
per ihall not wholly overpower my fincerity. I mufl: 
inform you, that, with all his prctenfions, he that 
^alls for directions to be idle, is yet but in the rudi- 
ments of idlenefs, and has attained neither the prac- 
tice nor theory of wafting life. The true nature of 
idlenefs he will know in time, by continuing to be 
idle. Virgil tells us of an impetuous and rapid being, 
that acquires Jftrength by motion. The Idler acquires 
weight by lying ftill. 

The vis inertiiCy the quality of refitting all exter- 
nal impulfe, is hourly increafing ; the reftlefs and 
troublefome faculties of attention and diftindtion, 
reflei^ion on the paft, and folicitude for the future, 
by a long indulgence of idlenefs, will, like tapers in 
unelaftic air, be gradually extinguilhed ; and the 
officious lover, the vigilant foldier, the bufy trader, 
may, by a judicious compofurc of his mind, fink into 
a ftate approaching to that of brute matter ; in 
which he ihall retain the confcioufiaefs of bis own 

D % txifl- 
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cxiftence, only by an obtufc languor and drowfy dif* 
content. 

This is the loweft ftage to which the favourites of 
idlenefs can defcend; thefe regions of undelighted 
quiet can be entered by few. Of thofe that are pre- 
pared to fink down into their (hade, fome are roufed 
into adtion by avarice or ambition, fome are awakened 
by the voice of fame, fome allured by the fmile of 
beauty, and many withheld by the imparcunities of 
want. Of all the enemies of idlenefs, want is tbc 
moft formidable. Fame is foon found to be a found, 
and love a dream ; avarice and ambition may ho 
j^iftly fufpefted of privy confederacies with idlenefs; 
for when they have for a while prote(Sed their vota* 
lies, ihey often deliver them up to end their lives 
lander her dominion. Want always ftruggles againft 
idlenefs, but Want herfelf is often overcome ; and 
every hour Ihews the careful obferver thofe who had 
rather live in eafe than in plenty. 

So wide is the region of Idlenefs, and fo powerful 
her itifluence. • But Ihe does not immediately confer 
all her gifts. My correfpondent, wha feems, with 
all his errors, worthy of advice, muft be told, that he 
is calling too haftily for the laft effufion of total in- 
fcnfibility. Whatever he may have been taught by 
lanlkilful Idlers to believe, labour is neceffary in his^ 
initiatien to idlenefs. He that never labours may 
know the pains of idlenefs, but not the pleafure. 
The comfort is, that if he devotes himfelf to infenfi- 
bility, he will daily lengthen the intervals of idlenefs, 
. and Ihorten thofe of labour, till at laft he will lie 
down to reft, and no longer difturb the world or 
himfelf by buftk or competition, 

Thu^ 
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Thus I have endeavoured to give him that in- 
formation which, perhaps, after all, he did not 
want; for a true Idler often calls for that which he 
knows is never to be had, and afks queftions which 
he does not defire ever to be anfwered. 



Numb. I o. Satujiday, Jww 17, 1758* 

CREDULITY, or confidence of opinion too 
great for the evidence from which opinion is 
derived, vjre find to be a general weaknefs imputed 
by every feft and party tp all others, and indeed by 
every man to every other man* 

Of all kinds of credulity, the moft obftinate and 
wonderful is that of political zealots ; of men, who 
being numbered, they know not how or why, in 
any of the parties that divide a ftate, refign the ufe 
of their own eyps and cars, and rcfolve to believe 
npthing that does not favour thpfe whom they pro- 
fefs to follow. 

The bigot of philofophy is feduced by authorities 
ivhich he has not always opportunities to examine, 
is intangled in fyftems by which truth and falfehood 
are inextricably complicated, or undertakes to talk 
on fubjedts whiqh nature did not form him ^ble to 
comprehend. 

The Cartefian, who denies that his horfe feels the 
fpur, or that the hare is afraid when the hounds ap- 
proach her; the difciple of Malbrancbey who maiil- 
jains that the man was not hurt by the bullet, which, 

P 3 according 
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according to vulgar apprchenfion, fwept away his 
legs ; the follower of Berkeley ^ who, while he fits 
writing at his table, declares that he has neither 
table, paper, nor fingers ; have all the honour at leaft 
of being deceived by fallacies not eafily detected, 
and may plead that they did not forfake truth, but 
for appearances which they were not able to diftia- 
guifli from it. 

But the man who engages in a party has feldom to 
do with any thing remote or abftrufe. The prefent 
flate of things is before his eyes ; and, if he cannot 
be fatisfied without retrofpeftion, yet he feldom ex- 
tends his views beyond the hiflorical events of the 
laft century. All the knowledge that he can want 
is within his attainment, and moft of the arguments 
which he can hear are within his capacity. 

Yet fo it is that an Idler meets every hour of his 
life with men who have different opinions upon 
every thing paft, prefent, and future; who deny the 
moft notorious fads, contradift the moft cogent 
truths, and perfift in afferting to-day what they af- 
ferted yefterday, in defiance of evidence, and con- 
tempt of confutation. 

Two of my companions, who are grown old in 
idlenefs, are Tom Tempeft and Jack Sneaker. Both of 
them confider themfelves as negle&ed by their par- 
ties, and therefore entitled to credit; for why Ihould 
they favour ingratitude ? They are both men of in- 
tegrity, where no faftious intereft is to be promoted; 
and both lovers of truth, when they are not heated 
with political debate. 

Tom Tempejl is a fteady friend to the houfe of 

Stuart. He can recount the prodigies that have ap- 
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peared in the fky^ and the calamities that have af- 

Aided the nation every year from the Revolution ; 

And is of opinion, that, if the exiled family had con« 

tinued to reign, there would have neither been worms 

in our Ihips nor caterpillars in our trees. He won* 

ders that the nation was not awakened by the hard 

froil to a revocation of the true king, and is hourly 

afraid that the whole iiland will be loft in the fea. 

He believes that king Wiltiam burned Whitehail that 

he might fteal the furniture ; and that Tillotfon died 

an Atheift. Of queen Anne he fpeaks with more ten* 

dernefs, owns that ihe meant well, and can tell by 

whom and why ihe was poifoned. In the fucceeding 

reigns all has been corruption^ malice, and defign. 

He believes that nothing ill has ever happened 

for thefe forty years by chance or error ; he holds 

that the battle of Deitingen was won by miftake, and 

that of Fontenoy loft by contrad ; that the Victory was 

funk by a private order 5 that Cornhill was fired by 

emiflaries from the council ; and the arch of Wejl^ 

minjler'bridge was fo contrived as to fink on purpofe 

that the nation might be put to charge. He con- 

fiders the new road to IJlingion as an encroachment 

on liberty, and often aflTerts that broad wheels will be 

the ruin of England. 

7om is generally vehement and noify, but never- 
thelefs has feme fecrets which he always communi- 
cates in a whifper. Many and many a time has Tom 
told me, in a corner, that our miferies were almoft 
at an end, and that we fliould fee, in a month, an- 
other monarch on the throne ; the time elapfes with- 
out a revolution; T^om meets me again with new 
D 4 intel- 
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intelligence, the whole fcheme is now fettled, and we 
ihall fee great events in another month. 

Jack Sneaker is a hearty adherent to the prefenS 
eftablifliment ; he has known thofe who faw the bed 
into which the Pretender was conveyed in a warming- 
pan. He often rejoices that the nation was not en- 
ilaved by the Irtfh. He believes that king William 
never loft a battle, and that if he had lived one year 
longer he would have conquered France. He holds 
that Charles the Firft was a Papift. He allows there 
were fome good men in the reign of queen Anne^ but 
the peace of Utrecht brought a blaft upon the nation, 
and has been the caufe of all the evil that we have 
fufFered to the prefent hour. He believes that the 
fcheme of thl^ South Sea was well intended, but that 
it mifcarried by the influence of France. He con- 
fiders a (landing army as the bulwark of liberty, 
thinks us fecured from corruption by feptennial par- 
liaments, relates how we are enriched and ftrength- 
ened by the electoral dominions, and declares that 
the publick debt is a blefBng to the nation. 

Yet amidft all this profperity, poor Jack is hourly 
diflurbed by the dread of Popery. He wonders that 
fome ftri<3;er lav/s are not made againft Papifts, and 
is fometimes afraid that they are buly with French 
gold among the bilhops and judges. 

He canuQt believe that the Nonjurors are fQ quiet 
for nothing, they muft certainly be forming fome 
plot for the eftabliftiment of Popery ; he does not 
think the prefent oaths fufficlently binding, and 
wifties that fome better fecurity could be found for 
|he fucceffion of Hanover. He is zealous for th^ 

^ naturali" 
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naturalization of foreign Proteftants, and rejoiced at 
the admiflion of the "Jews to the Englijh privileges, 
bccaufe he thought a Jtw would never be a Papift, 



Numb. II. Saturday, Junez^^ '758- 

IT is commonly obferved, that when two Englijb'- 
men meet, their firft talk is of the weather ; they 
are in hafte to tell each other, what each muft already 
l^now, that it is hot or cold, bright or cloudy, windy 
or calm. 

There are, among the numerous lovers of fubtiU 
ties and paradoxes, fome who derive the civil inftitu- 
tions of every country from its climate, who impute 
freedom and flavery to the temperature of the air, 
can fix the meridian of vice and virtue, and tell at 
what degree of latitude we are to expe<ft courage or 
timidity, knowledge or ignorance. 

From thefe dreams of idle fpeculation, a flight fur- 
Tcy of life, and a little knowledge of hiftory, is fuffi- 
cient to awaken any enquirer, whofe ambition of 
diftindtion has not overpowered his love of truth. 
Forms of government are feldom the refult of much 
deliberation ;. they are framed by chance in popular 
affemblies, or in conquered countries by defpotick 
authority. Laws are often occafional, often capri- 
cious, made always by a few, and fometimes by a 
fingle voice. Nations have changed their charac- 
ters; flavery is now no where more patiently en- 
dured, 
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durcd, than in couatrics once inhabited by the zea* 
lots of liberty. fl 

But national cunoms can arife only from general 

agreement ; they are not impofcd^ but chofeOj and 
are continued only by the continuance of their caufe. 

'An Englijbman's notice of the weather, is the natural 
confequence of changeable fkies and uncertain fea- 
fans* In many parts of the world, wet weather and 
dry are regularly expefted at certain periods ; but in 
our ifland every man goes to fleep> unable to guefs 
whether he fhall behold in the morning a brighter^ 

'cloudy atmofphere, whether his reft (hail be lulled^ 
by a Ihower, or broken by a tempert. We there-* 
fore rejoice mutually at good weather, as at an efcape 
from fomething that we feared ; and mutually com- 
plain of bad, as of the lofs of fomething that we 
hoped. 

Such is the reafon of our practice; and who fhall 
treat it with contempt ? Surely not the attendant on 

' a court, whofe bufinefs is to watch the looks of a 
being weak and foolilli as himfelfj and whofe vanity 
is to recount the names of men, who might drop 
into nothing, and leave no vacuity ; nor the proprie- 
tor of funds, who flops his acquaintance in the ftreer j 
to tell him of the lots of haU-a-crown ; nor the en*™ 
quirer after news, who fills his head with foreign 
events, and talks of fkirmilhes and fieges, of which 
BO confequence will ever reach his hearers or him- 

' felf. The weather is a nobler and more interefling 
fubjeft ; it is the prcfenc ftate of the Jkies and of the 

^ earth, on which plenty and famine are fufpendcd, on 
which millions depend for the necclTariesof life. 

Tho 
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The weather is frequently mentioned for another 
reafon, Icfs honourable to my dear countrymen. 
Our difpoiitions too frequently change with the co- 
lour of the iky; and when we find ourfelves cheerful 
and good-natured, we naturally pay our acknow* 
kdgments to the powers of fun-fhine ; or, if we fink 
into duUnefs and peevifhncfs, look round the horizon 
for an excufe, and charge our difcontent upon an 
cafterly wind or a cloudy day. 

Surely nothing is more reproachful to a being en* 
dowed with reafon, than to refign its powers to the 
influence of the air, and live in dependance on the 
weather and the wind, for the only bleffings which 
nature has put into our power, tranquillity and be- 
nevolence. To look up to the fky for the nutriment 
of our bodies, is the condition of nature ; to call 
upon the fun for peace and gaiety, or deprecate the 
clouds left forrow Ihould overwhelm us, is thd 
cowardice of idlenefs, and the idolatry of folly. 

Yet even in this age of enquiry and knowledge, 
when fuperftition is driven away, and omens and 
prodigies have loft their terrors, we find this folly 
countenanced by frequent examples. Thofe that 
laugh at the portentous glare of a comet, and hear 
a crow with equal tranquillity from the right or left, 
will yet talk of times and fituations proper for intel- 
leftual performances, will imagine the fancy exalted 
by vernal breezes, and the reafon invigorated by a 
bright calm. 

If men who have given up themfelves to fanciful 
credulity would confine their conceits in their own 
minds, they might regulate their lives by the baro- 
meter, with inconvenience only to themfelves ; but 

to 
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to fill the world with accounts of intellefts fubjefl: to 
lebb and flow, of one genius that awakened in the 
ipring, and another that ripened in the autumn, of 
one mind expanded in the fummer, and of another 
concentrated in the wi'nter, is no lefs dangerous than 
to tell children of bugbears and goblins. Fear will 
find every houfe haunted ; and idlenefs will wait for 
ever for the moment of illumination. 

This diftindion of feafons is produced only by 
imagination operating on luxury. To temperance 
every day is bright, and every hour is propitious to 
diligence. He that fliall refolutely excite his facult- 
ies, or exert his virtues, will foon make himfelf {vt^ 
perior to the feafons, and may fet at defiance the 
inorning mift, and the evening damp, the blafts of 
the eaft, and the clouds of the fouth. 

It was the boaft of the SSoick philofophy, to make 
man unlhaken by calamity, and unelaced by fuccefs, 
incorruptible by pleafure, and invulnerable by pain ; 
thefe are heights of wifdom which none ever attained, 
and to which few can afpirc ; but there are Jqwer de- 
grees of conftancy neceflary to common virtue ; and 
«very man, however he maydiftruft himfelf in the ex- 
tremes of good or evil, might at Icaft ftruggle againfi: 
the tyranny of the climate, and refufe to enflave his 
virtue or his reafon to the moft variable of all varia^? 
tions, the changes qf the weather. 
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Numb. 12. Saturday, July i, 175^. 

THAT every man is important in his own eyc»^ 
is a pofition of which we all either voluntarily 
or unwarily at lead once an hour confefs the truth ; 
and it will unavoidably follow, that every man be- 
lieves himfelf important to the publick. 

The right which this importance gives us to gene* 
ral notice and vifible diftindion, is one of thofe dif- 
,putable privileges which we have not always courage 
to aflert ; and which we therefore fuSer to lie dor- 
mant till fome elation of mind, or viciifitude of 
fortune, incites us to declare our pretenfions and en- 
force our demands. And hopelefs as the claim of 
vulgar charadiers may feem to the fupercilious and 
fcvere, there are few who do not acone time or other 
endeavour to ftep forward beyond their rank, who 
do not make fome ftruggles for fame, and fhew that 
they think all other conveniences and delights im- 
perfectly enjoyed without a name. 

To get a name, can happen but to few. A name, 
even in the moft commercial nation, is one of the 
few things which cannot be bought. It is the free 
gift of mankind, which mufl: be deferved before it 
will be granted, and is at laft unwillingly bcftowed. 
But this unwillingnefs only encreafes defire in him 
who believes his merit fufficient to overcome it. 

There is a particular period of life, in which this 

fondnefs for a name feems principally to predominate 

,i^ both fexes. Scarce any couple comes together 
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but the nuptials are declared in the newfpapers with 
encomiums on each party. Many an eye, "'^i^ging 
over the page \vith eager curiofity in que ft of ftatef- 
men and heroes^ is flopped by a marriage celebrated 
between Mr. Buckrmn^ an eminent falefman ia 
^breadneedle-Jinet^ and Mifs Dolly Juniptr^ the onl;^ 
daughter of an eminent diftiUcr, of the pariJh of 5/. 
Giles's in the Fields^ a young lady adorned with 
every accomplifliment that can give happinefs to the 
married ftate. Or we are told^ amid ft our impact J 
tience for the event of a battle, that on a certain 
day Mr- Wtnker^ a tide*waiter at Tarmouih^ was mar- 
ried to Mrs, Cackk^ a widow lady of great accom- 
plifhments, and that as foon as the ceremony was 
performed they fet out in a poft*chaife for Tar^ 
mouth* 

Many are the enquiries which fuch intelligence 
muft undoubtedly raife^ but nothing in this world i% 
lafting. When the reader has contemplated with 
envy, or with gladnefs^ the felicity of Mr- Buckram 
and Mr- Winhr^ and ranfacked his memory for the 
names oi Juniper and Cackle^ his attention is diverted 
to other thoughts, by finding that Mirza will not 
cover this feafon *, or that a fpaniel has been loft or 
flolen, that anfwers to the name of Ranger. 

Whence it arifes that on the day of marriage all 
agree to call thus openly for honours^ I am not able 
to difcover- Some, perhaps, think it kind> by a 
publick declaration, to put an end to the hopes of 
rivalry and the fears of jealoufy, to let parents know 
I that they may fet their daughters at liberty whom 
I they have locked up for fear of the bridegroom, or 
to difmifs to their counters and their offices the 

amorous 
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timoraus youths that had been ufed to hover round 
the dwelling of the bride. 

Thefe connubial praifes may have another caufe* 
|t may be the intention of the hufband and wife to 
dignify tbemfelves in the eyes of each other^ aj^d^ 
liccording to their different tempers or expe&a« 
t^ons^ to win afie&ion^ or enforce refpeft. 

It was faid of the family of Lucas^ that it was no^ 
^le, for all the brothers were vaUant^ and aU ihefifitn 
were virtuous. What would a ibranger fay of the 
^nglijh nation^ in which on the day of marriage all 
the men are eminent^ and all the women beautiful^ 
ucamfUjhed^ and rich ? 

How long the wife will be perfuaded of the emi* 
ne^ce of her huftand^ or the hulband continue to 
believe that his wife has the qualities required to 
majKie marriage happy, may reafonably be que(lion« 
ed. I am afraid that much time fcldom pafles before 
each is convinced that praifes are fallacious, and 
particularly thofe praifes which we confer upon our- 
fclves. 

I fhould therefore think, that this cuftom might 
be omitted without any lofs to the community ; and 
that the fons and daughters of lanes and alleys might 
go hereafter to the next church, with no witneffes of 
their worth or happinefs but their parents and their 
friends ; but if they cannot be happy on the bridal 
day without fome gratificationof their vanity, I hope 
they will be willing to encourage a friend of mine 
who propofes to devote his powers to their fervice. 

Mr. Settle^ a man whofe eminence was once allowed 
by the eminent j and whofe accomplijhments were con- 
fefled by the accompUJhed^ in the latter part of a long 

life 
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life fupported himfelf by an uncommon expedient* 
He had a {landing elegy and cpithalamium, of which 
only the firft and laft were leaves varied occafionally, 
and the intermediate pages were, by general tcrms^ 
left applicable alike to every charafter. When any 
marriage became known. Settle ran to the bridegroom 
with his cpithalamium ; and when he heard of any 
death, ran to the heir with his elegy. 

Who can think himfelf difgraced by a trade that 
was pradtifed fo long by the rival of Dryden, by the 
poet whofe Emprefs of Morocco was played before 
princes by ladies of the court ? 

My friend purpofes to open an office in the Fleet 
for matrimonial pauegyricks, and will accommodate 
all with praife who think their own powers of ex- 
preffion inadequate to their merit. He will fell any* 
man or woman the virtue or qualification which is 
moft fafhionable or moft defired ; but defires his 
cuftomers to remember, that he fets beauty at the 
higheft price, and riches at the next, and, if he be 
well paid, throws in virtue for nothing. 



NuMff# 
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Numb. 13. Saturday, y///>^ 8, 1758* 

ro the IDLE R. 

Dear Mr. Idler, 

THOUGH few men of prudence are much in- 
clined to interpofe in difputes between man 
and wife, who commonly make peace at the expence 
of the arbitrator ; yet I will venture to lay before yod 
a controverfy, by which the quiet of my houfe has 
been long difturbcd, and which, unlefs you can de- 
cide it, is likely to produce lading evils, and embit- 
ter thofe hours which nature feems to have approprr- 
atcd to tendernefs and repofe. 

I married a wife with no great fortune, but of a 
family remarkable for domeftick prudence, and ele- 
gant frugality. I lived with her at eafe, if not with 
happinefs, and feldom had any reafon of complaint. 
The houfe was always clean, the fervants were adtive 
and regular, dinner was on the table every day at the 
fame minute, and the ladies of the neighbourhood 
were frightened when I invited their hu{bands, left 
their own economy Ihould be lefs efteemed. 

During this gentle lapfe of life, my dear brought 
me three daughters. I wifhed for a fon, to continue 
the family : but my wife often tells me, that boys are 
dirty things, and are always troublefome in a houfe ; 
and declares that (he has hated the fight of them ever 
fince Ihe faw lady FcnaU^s eldefl: fon ride over a car- 
pet with his hobby-horfe all mire. 

VoL.VIL E I did 
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I did not much attend to her opinon^ but knew 
that girls could not be made boys; and therefore 
compofed myfelf to bear what I could not remedy, 
and rcfolved to beflow that care on my daughters^ 
to which only the fons are commonly thought en- 
titled. 

But my wife's notions of education differ widely 
from mine. She is an irreconcileable enemy to idle- 
pefs, and ccoifiders every ftate of life as idienefs, in 
which the hands arc not employed, or fome ^rt ac- 
quired, by which Ihe thinks money may be got or 
faved. 

In purfuance of this principle, flie calls up her 
daughters at a certain hour, and appoints them a taft 
of needle-work to be performed before breakfaft. 
They are confined in a garret, which has its window 
in the roof, both becaufe work is bed done at a iky* 
light, and becaufe children are apt to lofe time by 
looking about them. 

They bring down their work to breakfaft, and a$ 
they deferve are commended or reproved ; they are 
then fent up with a new tafk till dinner ; if np com- 
pany is expe^ed* their mother fits with them the 
whole afternoon, to direft their operations, and to 
draw patterns, and is fometimes denied to her neareft 
relations when Ihe is engaged m teaching them a new 
flitch. 

By this continual exercife of their diligence, Ihe 
has obtained a very confiderable number of laborious 
performances. We have twice as many fire-lkreens 
as chimneys, and three flourilhcd quilts for every 
bed. Half the rooms are adorned with a kind of 
fiiiiU figures J which imitate tapeftry. But all. their 

work 
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work is not fet oot to fliew ; ihe has boxes filled with 
knit garters and braided flioes. She has twenty co- 
vers for fide-faddles embroidered with filver flowers, 
and has curtains wrought with gold in various figures,, 
which flic refolves fome time or other to hang 
up. All thefc flje difplays to her company when- 
ever file is elate with merit, and eager for praifc ; 
and amidft the praifes which her friends and herfelf 
beftow upon her merit, flie never fails to turn to me, 
and aflc what all thefe would cofl, if I had been to 
buy them. 

1 fometimcs venture to tell her, that many of the 
ornaments arc fuperfluous ; that what is done with 
fo much labour might have been fupplied by a very 
cafy purcbafe; that the work is not always worth 
the materials ; and that I know not why the children 
fliould be perfecuted with ufelefs taflLS, or obliged to 
make fliocs that are never worn. She anfwers with 
a look of contempt, that men never care how money 
goes, and proceeds to tell of a dozen new chairs for 
which flie is contriving covers, and of a couch 
which flie intends to Hand as a monument of needle« 
work. 

In the mean time, the girls grow up in total igno- 
rance of every thing paft, prefent, and future, Molly 
a&ed me the other day, whether Ireland was in 
France^ and was ordered by her mother to mend her 
hem. KUiy knows not, at fixteen, the difference be- 
tween a Proteftant and a Papift, becaufe flie has been 
employed three years in filling the fide of a clofet 
with a hanging that is to reprefent Cranmer in the 
flames. And Dolly ^ my eldeft girl, is now unable to 
read a chapter in the Bible, having fpcnt all the time, 

E a which. 
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which other children pafs at fchool, in working th^ 
interview between Solomon and the queen of Skeba. 

About a month ago. Tent and Turkey-K\tQ\i feemed 
at a (land ; my wife knew not what new work to in- 
troduce ; I ventured to propofe that the girls fhould 
now learn to read and write, and mentioned the ne- 
ceffity of a little arithmetick ; but, unhappily, my 
wife has difcovered that linen wears out, and has 
bought the girls three little wheels, that they may 
fpin hukkaback for the fervants table. I remon- 
ftrated, that with larger wheels they might difpatch 
in an hour what muft now coft them a day ; but flic 
told me, with irrefiftlble authority, that any bufinefs 
is better than idlenefs ; that when thefe wheels are 
fet upon a table, with mats under them, they will 
turn without noife, and keep the girls upright ; that 
great wheels are not fit for gentlewomen j and that 
with thefe, fmall as they are, fhe does not doubt but 
that the three girls, if they are kept clofe, will fpiq 
every year as much cloth as would coft five pounds 
if one were to buy it. 
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Numb. 14. Saturday, 'July 15, 1758. 



WHEN Diogenes received a vifit in his tub 
from Alexander the Great ^ and was a{ked, ac- 
cording to the ancient forms of royal courtefy, what 
petition he had to offer; I have nothings faid he, to 
ajkj but that you would remove to the other ftde^ that 
you may not, by intercepting the funjlme, take from me 
what you cannot give me. 

Such was the demand of Diogenes from the greateft 
monarch of the earth, which thofe, who have lefs 
power than Alexander, may, with yet more propriety, 
apply to themfelves. He that does much good, 
may be allowed to do fometimes a little harm. But 
if the opportunities of beneficence be denied by 
fortune, innocence ihould at leaft be vigilantly pre- 
fer ved. 

It is well known, that time once pad never re- 
turns 5 and that the moment which is loft, is loft for 
ever. Time therefore ought, above all other kinds 
of property, to be free from invafion ; and yet there 
is no man who does not claim the power of wafting 
that time which is the right of others. 

This ufurpation is fo general, that a very fmall 
part of the year is fpent by choice ; fcarccly any 
thing is done when it is intended, or obtained when 
it is defired. Life is continually ravngcd by in- 
vaders ; one^fteals away an hour, and another a day ; 

E 3 one 
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one conceals the robbery by hurrying us into bufi- 
nefs, another by lulling us with amufement ; the de- 
predation is continued through a thoufand viciffitudes 
of tumult and tranquillity, till, having loft all, we 
can lofe no more. 

This wafte of the lives of men has been very 
frequently charged upon the Great, whofe followers 
linger from year to year in expedations, and die at 
laft with petitions in their hands. Thofe who raife 
envy will eafily incur cenfure. I know not whether 
ftatefmen and patrons do not fuffer more reproaches 
than they deferve, and may not rather themfelves 
complain, that they are given up a prey to preten- 
fions withoui merit, and to importunity without 
fliamc. 

The truth is, that the inconveniences of attend- 
ance are more lamented than felt. To the greater 
number folicitation is its own reward. To be fcen 
in good company, to talk of familiarities with men 
of power, to be able to tell the frefheft news, to gra- 
tify an inferior circle with predidlions of encreafe or 
decline of favour, and to be regarded as a candidate 
for high offices, are compenfations more than 
equivalent to the delay of favours, which per* 
haps he that begs them has hardly confidence to 
cxpeft. 

A man confpicuous in a high ftation, who mul- 
tiplies hopes that he may multiply dependants, may 
be confidered as a beaft of prey, juftly dreaded, but 
eafily avoided ; his den is known, and they who 
would not be devoured, need not approach it. 
The great danger of the wafte of time is from 
I cater* 
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caterpillars and moths, who are not refifted, bccaufe 
they are not feared, and who work on with unheeded 
mifchiefs, and invifible encroachments. 

He, whofe rank or merit procures him the notice 
6f mankind, mud give up himfelf, in a great mea- 
fare, to the convenience or humour of thofc who 
furround him. Every matt, who is fick of himfelf, 
will fly to him for relief ; he that wants to fpeak will 
require him to hear; and he that wants to hear will 
expeft him to fpeak. Hour pafles after hour, the 
noon fucceeds to morning, and the evening to noon, 
while a thoufand objefts are forced upon his atten^ 
tion, which he rejedls as faft as they are offered, but 
which the cuftomof the world requires to be received 
with appearance of regard. 

If we will have the kindnefs of others, we muft 
endure their follies. He who cannot perfuade 
himfelf to withdraw from fociety, muft be content 
to pay a tribute of his time to a multitude of ty- 
rants; to the loiterer, who makes appointments 
which he never keeps ; to the confultor, who aflcs 
advice which he never takes ; to the boafter, who 
blUfters only to be praifed; to the complainer, who 
whines only to be pitied; to the projedor, whofe 
faappinefs is to entertain his friends with expec- 
tations which all but himfelf know to be vain; 
to the economift, who tells of bargains and fet- 
tlements; to the politician, who predifls the fate 
of battles and breach of alliances; to the ufurer, 
who compares the different funds; and to the 
talker, who talks only bccaufe he loves to be talk- 
ing. 

E4' To 



56 T H E I D L E R. JNf 14. 

To put every man in poflefSon of his own time, 
and refcue the day from this fucceffion of ufurpers, 
is beyond my power, and beyond my hope. Yet, 
perhaps, fome ftop might be put to this unmerciful 
perfecution, if all would ferioufly refleft, that who- 
mever pays a vifit that is not defired, or talks longer 
than the hearer is willing to attend, is guilty of an 
injury which he cannot repair, and takes away that 
which he cannot give. 
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To tU IDLE R, 

SIR, 

IH AVE the misfortune to be a man of bufinef^ • 
that, you will fay, is a mod grievous one ; but 
what makes it the more fo to me, is, that my wife has 
pothing to do ; at leaft fhe had too good an educa-^ 
tion, and the profpedt of too good a fortune in re^ 
yerfion when I married her, to think of employing 
berfelf either in my ihop-affairs, or the aaanagement 
pf my family. 

Her tin^e, you know, as well as my own, muft bQ 
^Ued up fome way or other. For my part, I have 
enough to mind, in weighing my goods out, an4 
waiting on my cuftomers : but my wife, though 
ihe could be of as much ufe as a fhopman to me, if 
|he would put her band tp it, is now only in piy 

way. 
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way* She walks all the morning fauntering about 
the Ibop with her arms through her pocket-holes, 
.or flands gaping at the door^fill, and looking at 
every perfon that paffes by. She is continually afking 
me a thoufand frivolous * queftions about every cuf- 
tomer that comes in and goes out; and all the while 
that I am entering any thing in my day-book, Ihe is 
lolling over the counter, and flaring at it, as if I was 
only fcribbling or drawing figures for her amufement. 
Sometimes, indeed, flie will take a needle : but as ihe 
always works at the door, or in the middle of the 
fliop, Ihe has fo many interruptions, that ihe is lon- 
ger hemming a towel, or darning a flocking, than I 
am in breaking forty loaves of fugar, and making it 
up into pounds. 

In the afternoon I am fure likewife to have her 
company, except Ihe is called upon by fome of her 
acquaintance : and then, as we let out all the 
upper part of our houfe, and have only a little 
room backwards for ourfelves, they either keep 
fuch a chatterinf;, or elfe are calling out every mo- 
ment to me, that I cannot mind my bufinefs for 
them. 

My wife, 1 am fure, might do all the little mat- 
ters our family requires ; and I could wifh that flie 
would employ herfelf in them ; but, inftead of that, 
wc have a girl to do the work, and look after a 
little boy about two years old, which I may fairly 
fay is the mother*s own child. The brat muft be 
humoured in every thing : he is therefore fuffered 
conftantly to play in the fhop, pull all the goods 
about, and clamber up the Ihelves to get at the 
plumbs and fpgar, I dare not correct bim ; b^- 

caufe, 
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caufc, if I did, I fhould have wife and maid both 
Dpon me at once. As to the latter, fiie is as lazy 
and fluttilh as her miftrefs ; and becaufe fhe com- 
plains Ihe has too much work, we can fcarcely get 
her to do any thing at all : nay, what is wbrfe 
than that, I am afraid (he is hardly honeft ; and 
as (he is cntrufted to bgy in*all our provifions, the 
jade, I am fare, makes a matket-penny out of every 
^article. 

But to return to my deary.— The evenings ate 
the only time, when it is fine weather, that 1 am left 
to myfclf ; for then Ihe generally takes the child out 
to give it milk in the park. When Ihe comes homi 
again, flie is fo fatigued with walking, that fhe can- 
not ftir from her chair : and it is an hour, after ihop 
is ftiuf, before I can get a bit of fupper, while the 
maid is taken up in undreffing and putting the child 
to bed. 

But you will pity me much more when I tell 
you the manner in which we generally pafs our Sun- 
days. In the morning flie is commonly too ill t6 
drefs hetfelf to go to church ; fhe therefore never 
gets up till noon ; and what is dill more vexatious, 
keeps me in bed with her, when I ought to be bu- 
fily engaged in better employment. It is well if ihe 
tan get her things on by dinner-time ; and when 
that is 6ver, I am fure to be dragged out by her, 
either to Georgia, or Hornfey H^ood, or the Whitt 
Conduit Iloufe. Yet even thefe near excurfions are 
fo very fatiguing to her, that, befides what it cofts 
me in tea and hot rolls, and fyllabubs, and cakes 
for the boy, I am frequently forced to take a hack- 
ney-coach, or drive them out in a one-horfe chair. 

At 
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At other times, as my wife is rather of the fatteft, 
and a very poor walker, befides bearing her whole 
weight upon my arm, I am obliged to carry the child 
myfelf. 

Thus, Sir, does flie conftantly drawl out her timc^ 
without either profit or fatisfaftion ; and, while I 
ice my neighbours wives helping in the (hop, and 
ftlmoft earning as much as their hufbands, I have the 
mortification to find, that mine is nothing but a dead 
freight upon me. In Ihort, I do not know any* 
greater misfortune can happen to a plain hard-work* 
tradefman, as I am, than to be joined to fuch a 
woman, who is rather a clog than an helpmate to 
bim. 

lam, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

Zachary Treacle. 
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Numb. i6. Saturday, July 29, 1758. 

I PAID a vific yefterday to my old friend Ned 
Drugget^ at his country-lodgings. Ned began 
trade with a very fmall fortune; he took a fmall 
houfe in an obfcure ftreet, and for fomc years dealt 
only in remnants. Knowing that lighi gains make a . 
heavy purfe^ he was content with moderate profit ; 
having obferved or heard the effcfts of civility, he 
bowed down to the counter edge at the entrance and 
departure of every cuftomer, liftened without impa* 
tience to the objections of the ignorant, and refufed 
without refentment the offers of the penurious. His 
only recreation was to ftand at his own door and look 
into the ftreet. His dinner was fent him from a 
neighbouring alehoufe, and he opened and Ihut the 
ibop at a certain hour with his o^xi hands. 

His reputation foon extended from one end of the 
ftreet to the other ; and Mr. Drugget's exemplary 
condudt was recommended by every mafter to his 
apprentice, and by every father to his fon. Ned 
was not only confidered as a thriving trader, but as 
a man of elegance and politenefs, for he was re- 
markably neat in his drefs, and would wear his coat 
threadbare without fpotting it ; his hat was always 
bruftied, his flioes gloffy, his wig nicely curled, and 
his ftockings without a wrinkle. With fuch quali- 
fications it was not very difficult for him to gain the 
heart of Mifs Comfit^ the only daughter of Mr. Comfit 
the confeftioner. 

Ned 
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Ned IS one of thofe whofe happinefs marriage has 
cncreafed. His wife had the fame difpofition with 
himfelf ; and his method of life was very little chang- 
ed, except that he difmiffed the lodgers from the firfl: 
floor, and took the whole houfe into his own hands. ' 

He had already, by his pariimony, accumulated a 
coniiderable fum, to which the fortune of his wife 
was now added. From this time he began to grafp 
at greater acquifitions, and was always ready, with 
money in his hand, to pick up the refufe of a falc, 
or to buy the dock of a trader who retired from 
bufinefs. He foon added his parlour to his ihop, 
and was obliged a few months afterwards to hire a 
warehoufe. 

He had now a (hop fplendidly and copioufly fur- 
niihed with every thing that time had injured, or 
fafliion had degraded, with fragments of tifiues, odd 
yards of brocade, vaft bales of faded filk, and innu- 
merable boxes of antiquated ribbons. His Ihop was 
ibon celebrated through all quarters of the town, 
and frequented by every form of oftentatious po- 
verty. Every maid, whofe misfortune it was to be 
taller than her lady, matched her gown at Mr. Drug- 
get^s ; and many a maiden, who had pafled a winter 
with her aunt in London^ dazzled the rufticks, at her 
return, with cheap finery which Brugget had fup- 
plied. His Ihop was often vifited in a morning by 
ladies who left their coaches in the next flreet, and 
crept through the alley in linen gowns. Drugget 
knows the rank of his cuftqmers by their baihful- 
nefs ; and, when he finds them unwilling to be feen, 
invites them up flairs, or retires with them to the 
back window. 

4 I rejoiced 
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I rejoiced at the encreafing profperity of my 
friend, and, imagined that as be grew rich, he was 
growing happy. His mind has partaken the en- 
largement of his fortune. When I fteppcd in for 
the firft five years, I was welcomed only with a fhake 
<^ the hand ; in the next period of his life, he bec« 
koned acrofs the way for a pot of beer ; but for fix 
years paft, he invites me to dinner ; and, if he be- 
fpeaks me the day before, never fails to regale me 
with a fillet of veaU 

His riches neither made him uncivil nor negli* 
gent; he rofe at the fame hour, attended with the 
fame afliduity, and bowed with the fame gentienefs* 
But for fome years he has been much inclined ta 
talk of the fatigues of bufinefs, and the confine* 
ment of a ihop, and to wiih that he had been {o 
happy as to have renewed his uncle's leafe of a 
farm, that he might have lived without noife and 
hurry, in a pure air, in the artlefs fociety of honeit 
villagers, and the contemplation of the works of na* 
ture, 

I foon difcovcred the caufe of my friend's philo- 
fopby. He thought himfclf grown rich enough to 
have a lodging in the country, like the mercers on 
Lud^ate'hill, and was refolved to enjoy himfclf in 
the decline of life. This was a revolution not to be 
made fuddenly. He talked three years of the plea- 
fures of the country, but paffed every night over his 
own ihop. But at laft he refolved to be happy, and 
hired a lodging in the country, that he may fteal 
ibme hours in the week from bufinefs ; for, fays he, 
when a man advances in lifcy he loves to entertain him* 
felffometimes wiih his own thoughts. 

I was 
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I was invited to this feat of quiet and contempla- 
tion among thofe whom Mr. Druggei confiders as bis 
mod reputable friends, and deiires to make the firft 
witneiTes of his elevation to the higheft dignities of 
a ihopkeeper. I found him at IJIington, in a rooni^ 
which overlooked the high road^i amufing himielf 
with looking through the window, which the clouds 
of duft would not fuffer him to open. He embraced 
me, told me I was welcome into the country, and 
afked mc, if I did not feel myfclf refreflied. He 
then defired that dinner might be haftened, for frelli 
tir always fharpened his appetite, and ordered me a 
toad and a glafs of wine after my walk. He told 
roe much of the plcafure he found in retirement, 
and wondered what h^d kept him fo long out of the 
country. After dinner, company came in, and Mr. 
Drugget again repeated the praifes of the country, 
recommended the pleafures of meditation, and told 
them, that he had been all the morning at the win* 
dow, counting the carriages as ttiey pafled befprc 
kioif 
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Numb. 17. Saturday, Auguji ^^ ^758. 

THE rainy weather, which has continued the 
laft month, is faid to have given great dif^ 
turbance to the infpedors of barometers. The ora- 
culous glaffes have deceived their votaries; fliower 
has fucceeded Ihower, though they predifted fun» 
fliine and dry fkies; and by fatal confidence in thefe 
fallacious promifes, many coats have loft their glofs, 
and many curls been moiftened to flaccidity. 

This is one of the diftrefles to which mortals fub- 
jcd themfelves by tlie pride of fpeculatlon. I had 
ho part in this learned difappointment, who am con- 
tent to credit my fenfes, and to believe that rain will 
fall when the air blackens, and that the weather will 
be dry when the/un is bright. My caution indeed 
does not always preferve me from a Ihower. To be 
wet, may happen to the genuine Idler; but to bef wet 
in oppofition to theory, can befal only the Idler that 
pretends to be bufy. Of thofe that fpin out life in 
trifles, and die without a memorial, many flatter 
themfelves with high opinions of their own import- 
ance, and imagine that they are every day adding 
fomc improvement to human life. To be idle and 
to be poor, have always been reproaches, and there- 
fore every man endeavours, with his utmoft care, to 
hide his poverty from others, and his idlenefs from 
himfelf. 

Among thofe whom I never could perfuade to rank 
themfelves with Idlers^ and who fpeak with indigna- 
* . tion 
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tion of my morning llecps and nofturnal rambles ; 
one paffes the day in catching fpiders, that he may 
count their eyes with a microfcope ; another ereds 
his head, and exhibits the duft of a marigold fepa- 
rared from the flower with a dexterity worthy of 
Leeurjoenhoeck himfelf. Some turn the v^heel of elec- 
tricity; fome fufpeud rings to a load-done, and find 
that what they did yefterday they can do again to- 
day. Some regifter the changes of the wind, and 
die fully convinced that the wind is changeable. 

There are men yet more profound, who have beard 
that two colourlefs liquors may produce a colour by 
union, and that two cold bodies will grow hot if 
tbcy are mingled ; they mingle them, and produce 
the cffed expefled, fay it is ftrange, and mingle them 
again. 

The Idlen that fport only with inanimate nature 
may claim fome indulgence ; if they are ufelefs, they 
are dill innocent : but there are others, whom I 
know not how to mention without more emotion 
than my love of quiet willingly admits. Among 
the inferior profeflbrs of medical knowledge, is a 
race of wretches, whofe lives are only varied by va» 
rieties of cruelty ; whofe favourite amufement is to 
nail dogs to tables and open them alive-, to try how 
long life may be continued in various degrees of 
mutilation, or with the excifion or laceration of the 
vital parts ; to examine whether burning irons are 
felt more acutely by the bone or tendon; and 
whether the more lading agonies are produced by 
poifon forced into the mouth, or injedted into the 
veins. 

Vol. VII. F Ic 
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It is not without reludtancc that I offend the fcn- 
fibility of the tender mind with images like thefe* 
If fuch cruelties were not pradifed, it were to be 
defired that they ihould not be conceived ; but, fince 
they are publifhed every day with oftentation, let mc 
be allowed once to mention them, fince I mention 
them with abhorrence. 

Mead has invidioufly remarked of Woodward^ that 
he gathered ihells and fiones, and would pafs for a 
philofopher. With pretenfions much Icfs reafon-* 
able, the anatomical novice tears out the living 
bowels of an animal, and ftyles himfelf pbyfician, 
prepares himfelf by familiar cruelty for that pro^ 
feffion which he is to exercife upon the tender and 
the helplefs, upon feeble bodies and broken minds, 
and by which he has opportunities to extend hi9 
arts of torture, and continue thofe experiments upon 
infancy and age, which he has hitherto tried upon 
cats and dogs. 

What b alledged in defence of thefc hateful pracr 
tices, every one knows ; but the truth is, that by 
knives, fire, and poifon, knowledge is not always 
fought, and is very feldom attained. The experi^^ 
ments that have been tried, are tried again ; he that 
burned an animal with irons yefterday, will be willing 
to amufe himfelf with burning another to-morrow* 
I know not, that by living diffedions any difcovery 
has been made by which a fingle malady is more 
eafily cured* And if the knowledge of phyfiolc^y 
has been fomewhat encreafed, he furely buys know*, 
ledge dear, who learns the ufe of the ladeals at the 
expence of his humanity. It is time that univerlal 

refentment 
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rcfcntmcnt Ihould arifc againft thefe horrid opera- 
tions, which tend to harden the heart, cxtinguifli 
thofe fcnfations which give man confidence in man, 
tnd make the phyfician more dreadful than the gout 
or ftone. 



NUiMB. 18. Saturday, Auguji 12, i758^ 

To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

IT commonly happens to him who endeavours to 
obtain diftindion by ridicule, or cenfure, that he 
teaches others to pradife his own arts againft hin> 
felf ; and that, after a Ihort enjoyment of the ap«- 
phufe paid to his fagacity, or of the mirth excited 
by his wit, he is doomed to fufFer the fame fevcrities 
of fcrutiny, to hear inquiry deteding his faults, and 
exaggeration fporting with his failings* 

The natural difcontent of inferiority will feldom 
jfkil to operate in fome degree of maKce againft him 
*who profefles to fuperintend the conduct of others, 
efpecially if he feats himfelf uncalled in the chair 
of judicature, and exercifes authority by his own 
commiffion. 

You cannot, therefore, wonder that your obferva- 
tions on human folly, if they produce laughter at 
one time, awaken criticifm at another; and that 
among the numbers whom you have taught to feoff 

F2 at 
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at the retirement of Druggei^ there is one who offers 
his apology. 

The niiftake of your old friend is by no meaiii 
peculiar. The publick pleafures of far the greatefl 
part of mankind are counterfeir. Very few carry 
their philofophy to places of diverfion, or are very 
careful to analyfe their enjoyments, 1 he genera]^ 
condition of life is fo full of mifery, that we ar^^ 
glad to catch delight without enquiring whence it 
comes^ or by what power it is bellowed. ^k 

The mind is feldoni quickened to very vigorous 
operations but by pain^ or the dread of pain* We 
do not difturb ourfeivcs with the deteftion of fal- 
lacies which do us no harm, nor w^illingly decline a 
pleafing effeA to inveftigate its caufe. He that 
happyj by whatever means, defires nothing but th* 
continuance of happinefs, and is no mom folicitoui 
to dlfldbute his fcnfations mto their proper fpecies, 
than the common gazer on the beauties of the fpring 
to feparate light into its original rays. ^ 

Pleafure is therefore feldom fuch as it appears to™ 
others, nor often fuch as we reprefent it to ourfelves. 
Of the ladies that fparkle at a mufical performance, 
a very fmall number has any quick fenfibility of har- 
monious founds. But every one that goes has her« 
pleafure. She has the pleafure of wearing gn^l 
clothes, and of fliewing them, of outftiining thofe 
whom flie fufpefts to envy her; fhe has the pleafure 
of appearing among other ladies in a place whither 
the race of meaner mortals feldom intrudes, and of 
reflefting that, in the converfations of thsnext morn- 
ingi her name will be mentioned among thofc that 

fat 
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lat in the firft row ; flie has the plcafure of returning 
courtefies, or refufing to return them, of receiving 
compliments with civility, or rejeding them with 
difdain. She has the pleafure of meeting fome of 
her acquaintance, of gueffing why the reft are ab- 
fent, and of telling them that Ihe faw the opera, on 
pretence of inquiring why they would mifs it. She 
has the pleafure of being fuppofcd to be pleafed with 
a refined amufement, and of hoping to be numbered 
among the votreffes of harmony. She has the plea- 
fure of efcaping for two hours the fuperiority of a 
fitter, or the controul of a hulband ; and from all 
thefe pleafures (he concludes, that heavenly mufick 
is the balm of life. 

All affemblies of gaiety are brought together by 
motives of the fame kind. The theatre is not filled 
with thofe that know or regard the fkill of the adtor, 
nor the ballroom by thofe who dance, or attend to 
the dancers. To all places of general refort, where 
the ftandard of pleafure is ereded, we run with equal 
eagernefs, or appearance of eagernefs, for very dif- 
ferent reafons. One goes that he may fay he has 
been there, another becaufe he never mifles. This 
man goes to try what he can find, and that to difco- 
ver what others find. Whatever diverfion is coftly 
will be frequented by thofe who defire to be thought 
rich ; and whatever has, by any accident, become 
falhionable, eafily continues its reputation, becaufe 
every one is alhamed of not partaking it. 

To every place of entertainment we go with ex- 
peftation and defire of being pleafed ; we meet 
others who are brought by the fame motives ; no 
one will be the firft to own the difappointment ; one 

F 3 face 
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face refle&s the fmile of another, till each believes 
the reft delighted, and endeavours to catch and 
tranfmit the circulating rapture. In time all are 
deceived by the cheat to which all contribute. The 
fiaion of happinefs is propagated by every tongue^ 
and confirmed by every look, till at laft all profeft 
the joy which they do not feel, confent to yield to 
the general delufion ; and when the voluntary dream 
is at an end^ lament that blifs is of fo ihort a dura- 
tion. 

If Drugget pretended to pleafures of which he had 
no perception, or boafted of one amufement where 
he was indulging another, what did he which is not 
done by all thofe who read his ftory ? of whom fotne 
pretend delight in converfation, only becaufe they 
dare not be alone ; fome praife the quiet of folitude, 
becaufe they are envious of fenfe, and impatient of 
folly ; and fome gratify their pride, by writing cha- 
rafters which expofe the vanity of life. 

1 am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant. 
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Numb. 19. Saturday, jluguji 19, i758, 

SOME of thofe ancient fagcs that have exercifed 
their abilities in the enquiry after the fupreme 
good, have been of opinion, that the higheft degree of 
earthly happinefs is quiet ; a calm repofe both of 
mind and body, undifturbed by the fight of folly or 
the noife of bufinefs, the tumults of publick com- 
motion, or the agitations of privatte intercft ; a ftate 
in which the mind has no other employment, but to 
obferve and regulate her own motions, to trace 
thought from thought, combine one image with 
another, raife fyftems of fcience, and form theories of 
virtue. 

To the fcheme of thefe folitary fpeculatifts, it has 
been juftly objeded, that if they are happy, they are 
happy or^ly by being ufelefs. That mankind is one 
vaft republick, where every individual receive! many 
benefits from the labours of others, which, by labour- 
ing in his turn for others, he is obliged to repay ; 
and that where the united efTorts of all are not able 
to exempt all from mifery, none have a right to 
Withdraw from their tafk of vigilance, or to be in- 
dulged in idle wifdom or folitary pleafures* 

It is common for controvertifts, in the heat of dif- 
putation, to add one pofition to another till they 
reach the extremities of knowledge, where truth and 
falfehood lofe their diftinftion. Their admirers fol- 
low them to the brink of abfurdity, and then ftart 
back from each fide towards the middle point. So 

F4 it 
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it has happened in this great difquifition. Many 
perceive alike the force of the contrary arguments, 
find quiet Ihameful, and bufinefs dangerous, and 
therefore pafs their lives between them, in buftle 
without bufinefs, and negligence without quiet. 

Among the principal names of this moderate fct 
is that great philofopher Jack Whirler, whofe bufi- 
nefs keeps him in perpetual motion, and whofe mo- 
tion always eludes his bufinefs ; who is always to do 
\yhat he never does, who cannot fland ftill becaufe 
he is wanted in another place, and who is wanted ia 
many places becaufe he fiays in none. 

Jack has more bufinefs than he can conveniently 
tranfadl in one houfe ; he has therefore one habita- 
tion near Bow-Churcby and another about a mile dif- 
tant. By this ingenious diflribution of himfelf be« 
tween two houfes. Jack has contrived to be found at 
neither. Jack's trade is extenfive, and he has many 
dealers ; his converfation is fprightly, and he has ma* 
ny companions ; his difpofition is kind, and he has 
many friends. Jack neither forbears pleafurc for 
bufinefs, nor omits bufinefs for pleafure, but is equal- 
ly invifible to his friends and his cuftomers ; to him 
that comes with an invitation to a club, and to him 
that waits to fettle an account. 

When you call at his houfe, his clerk tells you, that 
Mr. Whtrlcr was juft flept out, but will be at home 
exadllyat two; you wait at a coffee- houfe till two, and 
then find that he has been at home, and is gone out 
again, but left word that he Ihould be at the HuI/t 
moon tavern atfeven, where he hopes to meet you. At 
feven you go to the tavern. At eight in comes Mrj. 
Whirler to tell you, that he is glad to fee you, and 

only 
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only begs leave to run for a few minutes to a gentle- 
man that lives near the Exchange^ from whom he will 
return before fupper can be ready. Away he runs to 
the Exchange^ to tell thofc who are waiting for him, 
that he muft beg them to defer the'bufinefs till to- 
morrow, becaufe his time is come at the Half-moon. 

Jack's cheerfulnefs and civility rank him among 
thofe whofe prefence never gives pain, and whom all 
receive with fondnefs and carelTes. Hie calls often on 
his friends, to tell them, that he will come again to- 
morrow ; on the morrow he comes again, to tell them 
how an unexpected fummons hurries him away. — 
When be enters a houfe, his firft declaration is, that 
he cannot fit down ; and fo (hort are his vifus, that 
he feldom appears to have come for any other reafoa 
but to fay. He muft go. 

The dogs of Egypt^ when thirft brings them to 
the NilCi are faid to run as they drink for fear of the 
crocodiles. Jack Whirler always dines at full fpeed. 
He. enters, finds the family at table, fits familiarly 
down, and fills his plate ; but while the firft morfel 
is in his mouth, hears the clock ftrike, and rifes ; then 
goes to another houfe, fits down again, recolledts 
another engagement; has only time totafte thefoup, 
makes a fliort excufe to the company, and continues 
through another ftreet his defultory dinner. 

But, overwhelmed as he is with bufinefs, his chief 
defire is to have ftill more. Every new propofal 
takes poflTeffion of his thoughts •, he foon balances 
.probabilities, engages in the projedt, brings it al- 
moft to completion, and then forfakes it for another, 
which he catches with fome alacrity, urges with the 

fame 
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fame vehemence^ and abandons with the fame cold^ 
neft. 

Every man may be obferved to have a certain 
ilrain of lamentation^ feme peculiar theme of com- 
plaint on which he dwells in his moments of dejec- 
tion. JacVs topick of forrow is the want of time« 
Many an excellent defign languifhes in empty theory 
for want of time. For the omiffion of any civilities. 
Want of time is his plea to others ; for the negled of 
any affairs, want of time is his excufe to bimfdf. 
That he wants time, he fmcerely believes ; for he 
once pined away many months with a lingering dif- 
lemper, for want of time to attend his health. 

Thus Jack Wbirler lives in perpetual fatigue with* 
but proportionate advantage, becaufe he does not 
confider that no man can fee all with his own eyes, 
or do all with his own hands s that whoever is en- 
gaged in multiplicity of bufinefs, muft tranfad much 
by fubftitution, and leave fomcthing to hazard ; and 
that he who attempts to do all, will wafte his life in 
doing little. 



Numb. 
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Numb. 20. Saturday, Auguji 26, 1758'. 



THERE is no crime more infamous than the 
violation of truth. It is apparent that men 
can be fecial beings no longer than they believe each 
other. When fpeech is employed only as the ve- 
hicle of falfehood, every man muft difunite himfelf 
from others, inhabit his own cave, and feek prey only 
for himfelf. 

Yet the law of truth, thus facred and neceflary, is 
broken without puniftiment, without cenfure, in com- 
pliance with inveterate prejudice and prevailing paf- 
fions. Men are willing to credit what they wifli, 
and encourage rather thofe who gratify them with 
pleafure, than thofe that inftrudl them with fide- 
lity. 

For this reafon every hiftorian difcovers his 
country; and it is impoffible to read the different ac- 
counts of any great event, without a wilh that truth 
had more power over partiality. 

Amidft the joy of my countrymen for the acqui- 
fition of Louijbourg^ I could not forbear to confider 
how differently this revolution of American power is 
not only now mentioned by the contending nations, 
but will be reprefented by the writers of another 
century. 

The Englijh hiflorian will imagine himfelf barely 

doing juftice to Englijh virtue, when he relates 

4 the 
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the capture of Louijbourg in the following man- 
ner: 

** The Englijh had hitherto feen, with great in- 
•* dignation, their attempts jiaffled and their force 
*• defied by an enemy, whom they confidered them- 
•* felvcs as entitled to conquer by the right of pre- 
•• fcription, and whom many ages of hereditary 
** fuperiority had taught them to defpife. Tiieir 
** fleets were more numerous, and their feamco 
•* braver, than thofe of France ; yet they only floated 
** ufelefs on the ocean, and the French derided them 
*^ from their ports. Misfortunes, as is ufual, pro* 
" duced difcontent, the people murmured at the 
** minifters, and the minifters cenfured the com* 
*' manders. 

" In the fummer of this year, the EngUJh began 
** to find their fuccefs anfwerable to their caufe. 
" A fleet and an army were fent to America to 
*^ diflodge the enemies from the fettlements which 
** they had fo perfidioufly made, and fo infolently 
** maintained, ^and to reprefs that power which was 
•* growing m.ore every day by the aflbciation of the 
•* Indianj, with whom thefe degenerate Europeans 
** intermarried, and whom they fecured to their 
•* party by prefents and promifes. 

** In the beginning of June the ftiips of war and 
" vefl!els containing the land-forces appeared before 
•• Louijbourg, z. place fo fecure by nature that art 
/' was almoft fuperfluous, and yet fortified by art 
** as if nature had left it open. The French boafted 
** that it was impregnable, and fpoke with fcorn 
*^ of all attempts that could be made ag.iinft it. 

" The 
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" The garrifon was numerous, the (lores equal to 
" the longeft fiegc, and their engineers and com- 
'* manders high in reputation. The mouth of the 
'^ harbour was fo narrow, that three Ihips within 
'' might ea(iiy defend it againft all attacks from 
" the fea. The French had, with that caution 
^' which cowards borrow from fear and attribute to 
'* policy, eluded our fleets, and fent into that 
** port five great Ihips and fix fmaller, of which 
" they funk four in the mouth of the paflage, 
" having raifed batteries, and pofted troops, at all 
" the places where they thought it poffible to make 
" a defcent. The Englijhy however, had more to 
** dread from the roughnefs of the fea, than from 
"the Ikill or bravery of the defendants. Some 
"davs pafled before the furges, which rife very 
"high round that ifland, would fuffcr them to 
" land. At laft their impatience could be rc- 
" ftrained no longer; they got pofleffion of the 
^* fliore with little lofs by the fea, and with lefs by 
" the enemy. In a few days the artillery was land- 
" ed, the batteries were raifed, and the French had 
'* DO other hope than to efcape from one poft to 
" another. A (hot from the batteries fired the 
" powder in one of their largeft Ihips, the flame 
" fpread to the two next, and all three were de- 
" ftroyed; the EngliJJj admiral fent his boats againft 
«.* the two large fliips yet remaining, took them 
" without refiftance, and terrified the garrifon to an 
" immediate capitulation." 

Let us now oppofe to this Englijh narrative the re- 
lation which will be produced, about the fame time, 
by the writer of the age of Louis XV. 

" About 
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*' About this time the Englijh admitted to the 
" conduA of affairs a man who undertook to favc 
^^ from deftrudtion that ferocious and turbu4cM 
" people, who, from the mean infolcnce of wealthy 
** traders, and the lawlefs confidence of fuccefsful 
" robbers, were now funk in defpair and (tupified 
" with horror. He called in the Ihips which had 
** been difperfed over the ocean to guard their mcr- 
•* chants, and fent a fleet and an army, in which 
" almoft the whole ftrength. of England was com- 
" prifed, to fecure their pofleflions in America^ 
" which were endangered alike by the French arms 
^^ and the Frtncb virtue. We had taken the Englifi 
•* fortrefles by force, and gained the Indian nation^ 
•' by humanity. The EngUJh^ wherever they come,' 
** are fure to have the natives for their enemies; (of 
'* the only motive of their fettlements is avarice^ 
** and the only confequence of their fuccefs is op-^ 
" preffion. In this war they acSted like other bar- 
** barians, and, with a degree of outrageous 
" cruelty, which the gentlenefs of our manners 
•^ fcarcely fuffers us to conceive, offered rewards 
'* by open proclamation to thofe who ihould bring 
^* in the fcalps of Indian women and children. A 
** trader always makes war with the cruelty of a 
" pirate. 

** They had long looked with envy and with ter- 
** ror upon the influence which the French exerted 
** over all the northern regions of America by the 
** poffeflion of Louijbourg, a place naturally ftrong; 
** and new fortified with fome flight outworks. 
** They hoped to furprize the garrifon unprovided ; 
*^ but that fluggiftlnefs which always defeats their 

•^ malice. 
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" malice,) gave us time to fend fupplies, and to 
" ftation Ihips for the defence of the harbour. 
" They caaie before Lomjbourg in June^ and were 
" for fome time in doubt whether they Ihould land, 
'^ But the commanders, who had lately feen an ad- 
'^ miral beheaded for not having done what he had 
" not power to do, durft not leave the place unaf- 
'^ faulted. An Englijhman has no ardour for ho- 
" nour, nor zeal for duty; he neither values glory 
'' nor loves his king; but balances one danger with 
''another, and will fight rather than be hanged. 
•* They therefore landed, but with great lofs; their 
" engineers had, in the laft war with the French, 
" learned fomcthing of the military fcience, and 
**made their approaches with fufEcient Ikill; but 
" all their efforts had been without effeft, had not a 
" ball unfortunately fallen into the powder of one of 
" our Ihips, which communicated the fire to the reft, 
" and, by opening the paflage of the harbour, 
''obliged the garrifon to capitulate. Thus was 
" LouiJbour% l6ft, and our troops marched out with 
" the admiration of their enemies, who durft hardly 
" think themfelves maftcrs of the place/* 
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Numb* 21. Saturday, September 2, 1758; 

ro the IDLE R. 

Dear Mr. Idler, 

THERE is a fpecies of mifery, or of difeafe, 
for which our language is commonly fuppofed 
to be without a name, but which I think is emphati- 
cally enough denominated lijileffnefi^ and which is 
commonly termed a want of fomething to do. 

Of the unhappinefs of this ftate I do not expedt all 
your readers to have an adequate idea. Many are 
overburthened with bufinefs, and can imagine no 
comfort but in reftj many have minds fo placid, as^ 
Willingly to indulge a voluntary lethargy; or fo nar- 
row, as eafily to be filled to their utmoft capacity. 
By tbefe I ihall not be underftood, and therefore 
cannot be pitied. Tbofe only will fympathize with 
my complaint, whofe imagination is active and re- 
folution weak, whofe idefires are ardent, and whofe 
choice is delicate; who cannot fatisfy themfelves 
with {landing ftill, and yet cannot find a motive to 
direft their courfe. 

I was the fecond fon of a gentleman, whofe eftatc 
was barely fufficient to fupport himfelf and his heir 
in the dignity of killing game. He therefore made 
ufe of the intereft which the alliances of his family 
aflTorded him, to procure me a poft in the army. I 
paffed fome years in the moft contemptible of all 
t' human 
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human ftations, that of a foldier in time of peace. 
I wandered with the regiment as the quarters were 

t. changed, without opportunity for bufinefs, tafte for 

knowledge, or money for pleafure. Wherever I 
came, I was for fome time a ftranger without curio- 
fity, and afterwards an acquaintance without friend- 
ihip. Having nothing to hope in thefe places of for- 
tuitous refidence, I reiigned my condudb to chance; 
I had no intention to offend^ I had no ambition to 
delight. 

I fuppofe every man is fhocked when he hears how 
frequently foldiers are wilbing for war. The wilh is 
not always fincere ; the greater part are content 
with fleep and lace, and counterfeit an ardour which 
they do not feel ; but thofe who deiire it mod are 
neither prompted by malevolence nor patriotifm; 
they neither pant for laurels, nor delight in blood; 
but long to be delivered from the tyranny of idlenefs, 
and reftored to the dignity of active beings. 

1 never imagined myfelf to have more cour^ 
than other men, yet was often involuntarily wifhing 

*^ for a war, but of a war at that time I had no pro- 

fped; and being enabled, by the death of an uncle, 
to live without my pay, I quitted the army, and re- 
folved to regulate my own motions. 

I was pleafed, for a while, with the novelty of in- 
dependance, and imagined that I had now found what 
every man defires. My time was in my own power, 
and my habitation was wherever my choice fhould 
fix it. I amufed myfelf for two years in paffing 
from place to place, and comparing one convenience 
with another; but being at laft alhamed of enquiry. 
Vol. VII. G and 
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and weary of uncertainty, I purchafed a houfe, aivd 
cftabliftied my family. 

I now expedled to begin to be happy, and was 
happy for a Ihort time with that expedation. But 
I foon perceived my fpirits to fubfide, and my ima- 
gination to grow dark. The gloom thickened 
every day round me. I wondered by what ma- 
lignant power my peace was blafted, till I difcovered 
s^t lail; that I had nothing to do. 

Time, with all its celerity, moves flowly to hiok 
whofe whole employment is to watch its flight. I 
am forced upon a thoufand fhifts to enable me ta 
endure the tedioufnefs of the day. I rife when I can 
flecp no longer, and take my morning walk; I fee 
what I have feen before, and return. I fit down, 
and perfuade myfelf that I fit down to think, find it 
impoffible to think without a fubjeft, rife up to en- 
quire after news, and endeavour to kindle in myfelf 
an artificial impatience for intelligence of events^ 
which will never extend any confequence to me, 
but that a few minutes they abftradt me from myfelf# 
When I have heard any thing that may gratify 
curiofity, I am bufied for a while in running to re- 
late it. I haften from one place of coneourfe to ati- 
other, delighted with my own importance, and proud 
to think that I am doing fomething, though I knaw 
that another hour would fpare my labour. 

1 had once a round of vifits, which I paid very re- 
gularly ; but I have now tired moft of my friends. 
When 1 have fat down I forget to rife, and have 
more than once overheard one aiking another when 
I would be gone» I perceive the company tired, I 

obfcrvc 
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obferve the miftrcfs of the family whifpcring to ber 
fervants, I find orders given to put off bufinefs till 

^ to-morrow, I fee the watches frequently infpedtcd, 

'^l and yet cannot withdraw to the vacuity of folitude, 

*"| or venture myfelf in my own company. 

^1 Thus burthenfome to myfelf and others, I form 

^*'| many fchemes of employment which may make my 

^1 life ufeful or agreeable, and exempt me from the 

I ignominy of living by fufFerance. This new courfe 

lim I 1 have long dcfigned, but have not yet begun. The 

I prefcnt moment is never proper for the change/ but 

^ there is always a time in view when all obftacles will 

^^ be removed, and I Ihall furprize all that know me 

^^ with a new diftribution of my time. Twenty years 

*°« have paft fincc I have refolved a complete amend- 

^ ^^ ment, and twenty years have been loft in delays. Age 

*D- is coming upon me; and I fhould look back with 

^^^ rage and defpair upon the wafte of life* but that I am 

^^ now beginning in earneft to begin a reformation. 
le, 

I/. I am, SIR, 









Your humble fervant,. 

Dick Linger. 
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Numb. 22. Saturday, September 16, 1758. 

To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

AS I was pafSng lately under one of the gates of 
this city, I was ftruck with horror by a rueful 
cry, which fummoned me to remember the poor debtors. 

The wifdom and juftice of the Englijh laws arc, by 
Englijhmen at leaft, loudly celebrated; but fcarcely 
the moft zealous admirers of our rnftitutions can 
think that law wife, which, when men are capable of 
work, obliges them to beg; orjuft, which expofes 
the liberty of one to the paffions of another. 

The profperity of a people is proportionate to the 
number of hands and minds ufefully employed. To 
the community, fedition is a fever, corruption is a 
gangrene, and idlenefs an atrophy. Whatever body, 
and whatever fociety, waftcs more than it acquires, 
muft gradually decay ; and every being that conti* 
nues to be fed, and ceafes to labour, takes away 
fomething from the publick (lock. 

The confinement, therefore, of any man in the 
floth and darknefs of a prifon, is a lofs to the nation, 
and no gain to the creditor. For of the multitudes 
who are pining in thofe cells of mifery, a very fmall 
part is fufpedted of any fraudulent adt by which they 
retain what belongs to others. The reft are impri- 
foned by the wantonnefs of pride, the malignity of 
revenge, or the acrinabny of difappointed expcdla- 
tion. 

If 
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If tbofe, who thus rigoroufly exercife the power 
which the law has put into their hands, be aiked, 
why they continue to imprifon thofe whom they 
know to be unable to pay them; one will anfwer, 
that his debtor once lived better than hirafelf ; an- 
other, that his wife looked above her neighbours, and 
his children went in (ilk clothes to the dancing- 
ichool; and another, that he pretended to be a joker 
and a wit. Some will reply, that if they were in 
debt^ they fhould meet with the fame treatment; 
iboie, that they owe no more than they can pay^ 
«Dd need therefore give no account of their actions. 
Some will confefs their refolution^ that their debtors 
fliall rot in jail ; and fome will difcover, that they 
iiope, by cruelty^ to wring the payment from their 
friends. 

The end of all civil regulations is to fecure private 
bappinefs from private malignity; to keep indivi- 
duals from the power of one another; but this end 
is apparently neglected, when a man, irritated with 
I06, is allowed to be the judge of his own caufe, and 
€0 aifign the punilhment of his own pain; when the 
diftin£tion between guilt and happinefs, between ca- 
fualty and defign, is cntrufted to eyes blind with in- 
tcreft, to undcrftandings depraved by rcfentment. 

Since poverty is punifhed among us as a crime, it 
ought at leaft to be treated with the fame lenity as 
other crimes; the offender ought not to languilh at 
the will of him whom he has offended, but to be al- 
lowed fome appeal to the juftice of his country* 
There can be no reafon why any debtor fhould be 
imprifoned, but that he may be compelled to pay- 
ment; and a term* fhould therefore be fixed, in 

G 3 which 
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which the creditor fliould exhibit his accufation of 
concealed property. If fuch property can be difco- 
vered, let it be given to the creditor; if the charge Is 
not offered, or cannot be proved, let the prifoner be 
difmifTed. 

Thofe who made the laws have apparently fup* 
pofed, that every deficiency of payment is the crime 
of the debtor. But the truth is, that the creditor al- 
ways Ihares the aft, and often more than Iharcs the 
guilt, of improper truft. It feldom happens that any 
man imprifons another but for debts which he fu£- 
fered to be contrafted in hope of advantage to him- 
felf, and for bargains in which he proportioned hia 
profit to his own opinion of the hazard ; and there is 
no reafon, why one ftiou^d punilh t;he other for a cpnr 
traft in which both concurred. 

Many of the inhabitants of prifons may juftly com<9 
plain of harder treatment. He that once owes more 
th^n he can pay, is often obliged to bribe his credi« 
tor to patience, by encreafing his debt. Worfe and 
worfe commodities, at a higher and higher price, are 
forced upon him; he is impoverifhed by compulfive 
traffick, and at laft overwhelmed, in the common re- 
ceptacles of mifery, by debts, which, without his 
own confcnt, were accumulated on his head. To the 
relief of this diftrefs, no other obj eft ion can be made, 
but that by an eafy diflblution of debts fraud will be 
left without punilhmeni:, ^nd imprudence without 
awe ; and that when infolvency fliould be no longer 
punilbable, credit will ceafe. 

The motivp to credit, is the hope of advantage. 

Commerce can never be at a flop, while one man 

wants what another cap fuppfy; and credit will 

5 neveir 
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never be denied, while it is likely to be repaid with 
profit. He that trufts one whom he defigns to fue, 
is criminal by the adl of truft ; the ceflation of fuch 
'infidious traffick is to be defired, and no reafon can 
be given why a change of the law ihould impair any 
other. 

We fee nation trade with nation, where no pay- 
ment can be compelled. Mutual convenience pro- 
duces mutual confidence ; and the merchants con« 
tinuc to fatisfy the demands of each other, though 
they have nothing to dread but the lofs of trade. 

It is vain to continue an inftitution, which expe- 
rience Ihews to be ineffectual. We have now im- 
prifoned one generation of debtors after another, but 
we do not find that their numbers leffen. We have 
now learooi, that raihnefs and imprudence will not 
be deterred from taking credit; let us try whether 
fraud and avarice may be more cafily reftrained from 
giving it. 

J am, SI R, &c. 
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Numb* 23. Saturday, September 23, 1758* 



LIFE has no pleafure higher or nobler than 
that of friendfhip. It is painful to confider^ 
that this fublime enjoyment may be impaired or 
deftroyed by innumerable caufes, and that there is 
no human pofleflion of which the duration is lefs 
certain. 

Many have talked, in very exalted language, of 
the perpetuity of friendfliip, of invincible conftancy, 
and unalienable kindnefs ; and fome examples have 
been feen of men who have continued faithful to 
their earlieft choice, and whofe affedion has predo- 
minated over changes of fortune, and contrariety of 
opinion. 

But thefe inftances are memorable, becaufe they 
are rare. The friehdftiip which is to be praSifed or 
expefted by common mortals, muft take its rife from 
mutual pleafure, and muft end when the power ceafes 
of delighting each other. 

Many accidents therefore may happen, by which 
the ardour of kindnefs will be abated, without cri- 
minal bafenefs or contemptible inconftancy on either 
part. To "give pleafure is not always in our power ; 
and little does he know himfelf, who believes that 
he can be always able to receive it. 

Thofe who would gladly pafs their days together 
may be feparated by the different courfe of their 

affairs; 
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affairs; and friendihipy like love^ is deftroyed by 
long abfence, though it may be encreafed by ihort 
intermiffions. What we have miffed long enough 
to want it» we value more when it is regained ; but 
that which has been loft till it is forgotten^ will be 
found at laft with little gladnefs, and with dill lefs 
if a fubftitute has fupplied the place. A man de- 
prived of the companion to whom he ufed to open 
his bofom, and with whocQ he ihared the hours of 
kifure and merriment, feels the day at firft hanging 
heavy on him ; hrs difficulties opprefs, and is 
doubts difiradt him; he fees time come and go 
without his wonted gratification! and all is fadnefs 
within and folitude about him. But this uneafinefs 
never lafts long ; neceffity produces expedients, new 
amufements are difcovered^ and new converfation is 
admitted. 

No expedation is more frequently difappointed^ 
than that which naturally arifes m the mind from 
the profpedt of meeting an old friend after long 
feparation. We expedt the attradion to be re- 
vived, and the coalition to be renewed; no man 
confiders how much alteration time has made in 
himfelf, and very few enquire what effedt it has had 
upon others. The firft hour convinces them, that 
the pleafure, which they have formerly enjoyed, is 
for ever at an end ; different fcenes have made dif- 
ferent impreffions ; the opinionsof both are changed ; 
and that fimilitude of manners and fentiment is loft, 
which confirmed them both in the approbation of 
themfelves. 

Friendlhip is often deftroyed by oppofition of 
intereft, not only by the ponderous and vifible inte- 

reft 
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reft which the defire of wealth and greatneft forms 
and maintains^ but by a thoufand fecret and flight 
competitions, fcarcely known to the mind upon 
which they operate. There is fcarcely any man 
without fome favourite trifle which he values above 
greater attainments, fome defire of petty praife which 
he cannot patiently fuffer to be fruftrated. This 
minute ambition is fometimes crofTed before it i% 
known, and fometimes defeated by wanton petu« 
lance; but fuch attacks are feldom made without 
the lofs of friendlhip ; for whoever has once found 
the vulnerable part will always be feared, and the 
refentment will burn on in fecret of which ihame 
hinders the difcovery. 

This, however, is a flow malignity, which a wife 
man will obviate as inconfiftent with quiet, and a 
good man will reprefs as contrary to vinue ; but 
humaiii happinefs is fometimes violated by fome 
more fudden ftrokes. 

. A difpute begun in jeft, upon a fubjeft which a 
moment before was on both parts regarded' with 
carclefs indifference, is continued by the defire of 
conqueft, till vanity kindles into rage, and oppofi- 
tion rankles into enmity. Againft this hafty mif- 
chief, I know not what fccurity can be obtained : 
men will be fometimes furprized into quarrels ; and 
though they might both haften to reconciliation, as 
foon as their tumult had fubfided, yet two minds will 
feldom be found together, which can at once fub- 
due their difcontent, or immediately enjoy the fweets 
of peace, without remembering the wounds of the 
conflid:. 

Fricndfliip 
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Friendfliip has other enemies. Sufpicion is al- 
ways hardening the cautious, and difguft repelling 
the delicate. Very flender differences will fome- 
timcs part thofe whom long reciprocation of civility 
or beneficence has united. Lonelove and Ranger re- 
tired into the country to enjoy the cotppany of each 
other, and returned in fix weeks cold and petulant ; 
Ranger's pleafure was to walk in the fields, and Lone^ 
lovers to fit in a bower ; each had complied with the 
other in his turn, and each was angry that compli- 
ance had been exaded. 

The mod fatal difeafe of friendfhip is gradual de- 
cay, or diflike hourly encreafed by caufes too flender 
for complaint, and too numerous for removal.— 
Thofe who are angry may be reconciled ; thofe 
who have been injured may receive a recompence : 
but when the defire of pleafing and willingnefs 
to be pleafed is filently diminifhed, the renovation 
of friendfhip is hopelefs ; as, when the vital powers 
pnk into languor, there is no longer any ufe of the 
phyfician. 
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Numb. 24. Saturday, September 30, 1758. 

WHEN man fees one of the inferior crea- 
tures* perched upon a tree, or bafking in th^ 
funfhine^ without any apparent endeavour or pur- 
fuit, he often afks himfelf, or his companion. On what 
ibat ajiimal can befuppofed to be thinking ? 

Of this queftion, (ince neither bird nor bead can 
anfwer it, we muft be content to live without the 
refolution. We know not how much the brutes 
recolleft of the paft, or anticipate of the future; 
what power they have of comparing and preferring ; 
or whether their faculties may not reft in motionlefs 
indiflference, till they are moved by the prefence of 
their proper objed, or ilimulated to adl by corporal 
fenfations. 

I am the lefs inclined to thefe fuperfluous in* 
quiries, becaufe I have always been able to find fuf- 
ficient matter for curiofity in my own fpecies. It is 
ufelefs to go far in queft of that which may be found 
at home; a very narrow circle of obfervation will 
fupply a fufEcient number of men and women, who 
might be alked, with equal propriety. On what tbey 
can be thinking ? 

It is reafonable to believe, that thought, like 
every thing elfe, has its caufes and effeds ; that it 
muft proceed from fomething known, done, or fuf- 
fered ; and muft produce fomc adion or event. 
Yet how great is the number of thofe in whofe 
minds no fource of thought has ever been opened, 

in 
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in whofe life no confequence of thought is ever 
difcovered ; who have learned nothing upon which 
they can refleft; who have neither feen nor felt 
any thing which could leave its traces on the me- 
mory ; who neither forefee nor defire any change of 
their condition, and have therefore neither fear, 
hope, nor defign, and yet are fuppofed to be think- 
ing beings. 

To every aft a fubjeft is required. He that 
thinks mud think upon fomething. But tell me, 
ye that pierce deepeft into nature, ye that take the 
wideft furveys of life, inform me, kind fliades of 
Malbranche and of Locke^ what that fomething can 
be, which excites and continues thought in maiden 
tunts with fmall fortunes ; in younger brothers that 
live upon annuities; in traders retired from bufinefs ; 
in foldiers abfent from their regiments j or in widows 
that have no children ? 

Life is commonly confidered as either adive or 
contemplative ; but furely this divifion, how long 
foever it has been received, is inadequate and fal- 
lacious. There are mortals whofe life is certainly 
not aiStive, for they do neither good nor evil ; and 
whofe life cannot be properly called contemplative, 
iot they never attend either to the conduft of men, 
or the works of nature, but rife in the morning, 
look round them till night in carelefs ftupidity, go 
to bed and ileep, and rife again in the morning. 

It has been lately a celebrated queftion in the 
fchools of philofophy, tVhether the foul always 
thinks ? Some have defined the foul to be the power 
of thinking ; concluded that its cffence confifts in 
aft ; that, if it Ihould ceafe to ad, it would ceafe 
4 to 
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to be ; and that ceflatlon of thought is but another 
name for extindtion of mind. This argument is 
fubtle, but not conclufive; becaufe ic fuppofes 
what cannot be proved^ that the nature of mind is 
properly defined. Others afFedt to difdain fubtilty, 
when fubtilty will not ferve their purpofe,. and ap- 
peal to daily experience. We fpend many hours^ 
they fay, in fleep, without the leaft remembrance 
of any thoughts which then paffed in our minds; 
and fince we can only by our own confcioufnefs be 
fure that we think, why Ihould we imagine that we 
have had thought of which no confcioufnefs re- 
mains ? 

This argument, which appeals to experience, may 
from experience be confuted, VVe every day do 
fomething which we forget when it is done, and 
know to have been done only by confequence. The 
waking hours are not denied to have been paffed in 
thought; yet he that Ihall endeavour to recollect on 
one day the ideas of the former, will only turn the 
eye of reflexion upon vacancy 5 he will find, that 
the greater part is irrevocably vanished, and wondpr 
how the moments could come and go, and leave 
fo little behind them. 

To difcover only that the arguments on both fides 
are defeiftive, and to throw back the tenet into its^ 
former uncertainty, is the fport of wanton or male- 
volent fcepticifm, delighting to fee the fons of phi- 
Ic^ophy at work upon a taik which never can be 
decided. I Ihall fuggeft an argument hitherto over- 
looked, which may perhaps determine the contro- 
••^erfy. 

If 
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If it be impollible to think without materials, 
there mud neceflarily be minds that do not always 
think ; and whence Ihall we furnifh materials for the 
meditation of the glutton between his meals, of the 
fportfman in a rainy month, of the annuitant be- 
tween the days of quarterly payment, of the poli- 
tician when the mails are detained by contrary winds? 

But how frequent foever may be the examples of 

cxiftence without thought, it is certainly a date not 

much to be deiired. He that lives in torpid in- 

fenfibility, wants iK)thing of a carcafe but putre- 

fa&ion. It is the part of every inhabitant of the 

earth to partake the pains and pleafures of his {ellovr 

beings ; and, as in a road through a country defart 

and uniform, the traveller languiihes for want of 

amufement, fo the paflage of life will be tedious 

and irkfome to him who does not beguile it by di< 

yerfified ideas. 
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Numb. 25. Saturday, O£iober*jj 1758. 

To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

I AM a very conftant frequenter of the playhoufc, 
a place to which I fuppofc the Idler not much a 
firanger, fince he can have no where elfe fo much 
entertainment with fo little concurrence of his own 
endeavour. At all other aflemblies^ he that comei 
to receive delight, will be expedted to give it ; but 
in the theatre nothing is necefTary to the amufemeat 
of two hours, but to (it down and be willing to be 
pleafed. 

The laft week has offered two new adtors to the 
town. The appearance and retirement of adtors are 
the great events of the theatrical world ; and their 
firft performances fill the pit with conjedture and 
prognoftication, as the firft aftions of a new monarch 
agitate nations with hope or fear. • 

What opinion 1 have formed of the future excel- 
lence of thefe candidates for dramatick glory, it is 
not neceflary to declare. Their entrance gave me 
a higher and nobler pleafure than any borrowed cha* 
rafter can afford. I faw the ranks of the theatre 
emulating each other in candour and humanity, and 
contending who Ihould moft efFedually affift the 
ftruggles of endeavour, diflipate the blufh of diffi- 
dence, and dill the flutter of timidity. 

This 
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This fcehaviour iis fuch as beicomes a people, too 
tender to i^preTs thofe who wiih to pleafe, too gene- 
irous to infult thofe Ivho can make no refiftance* A 
publick perfoirmef is fo much in the power of fpec- 
tators, that all unneceflfary feverity is retrained by 
that general law of humanity which forbids us to 
be cruel where there is nothing to be feared. 

In every new performer fomething muft be par- 
doned. No man can> by any force of refolution, 
fecure to himfelf the full pofieffion of his own 
powers under the eye of a large aflembly. Varia- 
tbn of geflure, and flexion of voice, are to be ob- 
tained only by experience. 

There is nothing for which fuch numbers think, 
diemfelves qualified as for theatrical exhibition. 
Every human being has an adion graceful to his 
own eye, a voice mufical to his own ear, and a 
(enfibility which nature forbids him to know that 
any ot-her bofom can excel. An art in which fuch 
iwmbers fancy themfelves excellent, and which the 
publick liberally rewards, will excite many compe- 
titors, and in many attempts there muft be many 
mifcarriages. 

The care of the critick ihould be to diftinguifli 
error from inaljility, faults of inexperience from de- 
feds of naturae. Adion irregular and turbulent may 
be reclaimed; vociferation^vehement and confufed 
may be reftrained and modulated ; the ftalk of 
the tyrant may become the gait of the man; the 
yell of inarticulate diftrefs may be reduced to hu- 
man lamentation. All thefe faults ihould be for 
a time overlooked, and afterwards cenfur^d with 

Vol. VII. H gentle- 
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gentlenefs and candour. But if in an after there 
appears an utter vacancy of meaning, a frigid equa- 
lity, a ftupid languor, a torpid apathy^ the greateft 
kindnefs that can be ihewn him^ is a fpeedy fentence 
of expulfion. 

I am, SIR, &c. 



The plea which my correfpondetit has offered for 
young adtors, I am very far from wilhing to invali- 
date. I always cohfidered thofe combinations which 
are fometimes formed in the playhoufe, as afts of 
fraud or of cruelty ; he that applauds him who docs 
not deferve praife, is endeavouring to deceive the 
publick ; he that hiffes in malice or fport, is an op* 
prcffor and a robber. 

But furely this laudable forbearance might be 
juflly extended to young poets. The art of the 
writer, like that of the player, is attained by flow 
degrees. The power of diftinguifhing and difcri- 
minating comick charafters, or of filling tragedy 
with poetical images, muft be the gift of nature, 
which no iniirudion nor labour can fupply ; but 
the art of dramatick difpofition, the contexture of 
the fcencs, the oppofition of charafters, the involu- 
tion of the plot, the expedients of fufpenfion, and 
the ftraragems of furprize, are to be learned by 
practice ; and" it is cruel to difcourage a poet for 
e\t.r, becaufe he has not from genius what only ex- 
perience can beftow. 

Lile is n'ftage. Let me likfwife folicit candour 
for ihe young aQ:or on the ftage of life. They that 

enter 
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enter into the world are too often treated with un- 
reafonable rigour by thofc that were once as igno- 
rant and beady as themfeives; and diftindlion is 
npt always made between the faults which require 
fpeedy and violent eradication, and thofe that will 
gradually drop away in the progreffion of life. Vi- 
cious folicitations of appetite, if not checked, will 
grow more importunate ; and mean arts of profit or 
ambition will gather ftrength in the mind, if they 
are not early fupprefled. But miftaken notions of 
fuperidrity, defires of ufelefs Ihow, pride of little 
accomplifhments, and all the train of vanity, will 
be bruftied away by the wing of Time. 

Reproof fliould not exhauft its power upon petty 
failings ; let it watch diligently againft the incur- 
fion of vice, and leave foppery and futility to die 
of themfeives. 



H z Numb. 
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Numb. 46. SAtu»DAy, OSicfber 14, 175*. 



Mr. Idler, 

1 NEVER thought that I ftould write any thiti^ 
to be printed 4 but having lately feen your firtt 
e^flfay^ which was Tent down into the kitchen^ with a 
great bundle of gazettes and ufelefs papers, I find 
that you are willing to admit any correfpondent, and 
therefore hope you will not rejeft me. If you pub- 
lifli my letter, it may encourage others, in tke 
fame condition with myfelf, to tell their flories^ 
which may be perhaps as ufeful as thofe of great 
ladies. 

I am a poor girl. I was bred in the country at a 
charity-fchool, maintained by the contributions of 
wealthy neighbours. The ladies, or patronefles^ 
vifited us from time to time, examined how we were 
taught, and faw that our clothes were clean. We 
lived happily enough, and were inftrufted to be 
thankful to thofe at whofe coft we were educated. 
I was always the favourite of my miftrefs ; flie ufcd 
to call me to read and Ihew my copy-book to all 
ftrangers, who never difmiffed me without com- 
mendation, and very feldom without a fhilling. 

At laft the chief of our fubfcribers, having pafled 
a winter in London, came down full of an opinion new 
and ftrange to the whole country. She held it littk 
lefs than criminal to teach poor girls to read and 
write. They who are born to poverty, flie faid, arc 

bore 
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I^OTQ to. ignoraDce^ and will work the harder the lefs 
they know. She told her friends, that Loridon was 
m confuiion by the infolence of fervants; that 
fcarcely a wench was to be got for all work, fincc 
educatba had made fuch numbers of fine ladies^ that 
nobody, would now accept a lower title than that of 
a waitio^-n^aid, or ibmetbtng that might qualify her 
tx) wear laced ihocs and long ruffles, and to fit at 
work in the parlour window. But Ihe was refolved^ 
for her part, to fpoil no more girls ; thofe, who were 
to live by their hands, Ihould neither read nor write 
QPt of her pocket ; the world was bad enough al-- 
readJT^ and flie would have no part in making it 
worfe. 

She wras for a ihort time warmly oppofed; but fhc 
pcrfevered in her notions, and withdrew her fubfcrip- 
\faim Few liften without a dcfire of conviction to 
thpie who advife them to fpare their money. Her 
example and her arguments gained ground daily ; 
and in ^^^ than a year the whole pariih was con*, 
viacedf that the nation would be ruined, if the 
duldren of the poor were taught to read and write. 

Our fchool was now diflblved : my miftrefs kifled 
me when we parted, and told me, that, being old 
^id hdplefs, flie could not affift me, advifed me to 
feck, a fervice, and charged me not to forget what I 
lad learned^ 

My reputation for fcholarftiip, which had hitherto. 
recoaimended me to favour, was, by the adherenta 
to the new opinion, confidered as a crime ; and, 
when I offered myfelf to any midrefs, I had no other 
anfwer than» Sure^ child, you would not work ! hard 

H 3 work 
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work is not Jit for a fen-woman ; a fcrubbing'brujh 

would fpoil your hand^ child! 

I could not live at home; and while I wai 
confidcring to what I fliould betake me, one of the 
girls, who had gone from our fchool to London, 
came down in a filk gown, and told her acquaint- 
ance how well Ihe lived, what fine things Ihc faw, 
and what great wages fhe received. I refolvcd 
to try my fortune, and took my paffage in the 
next week's waggon to London* I had no fnarcs 
laid for me at my arrival, but came fafe to a 
fitter of my miftrcfs, who undertook to get mc 
a place. She knew only the families of mean 
tradefmen ; and I, having no high opinion of my 
own qualifications, was willing to accept the firft 
offer. 

My firft miflrefs was wife of a working watch* 
maker, who earned more than was fufficient to 
keep his family in decency and plenty; but it was 
their conftant practice to hire a chaife on Sanday^ 
and fpend half the wages of the week on Richmond 
Hill; of Monday he commonly lay half in bed, and 
fpent the other half in merriment ; I'm/day and 
Wtdnefday confumed the reft of his money; and 
three days every week were paflTed in extremity of 
want by us who were left at home, while my maf- 
ter lived on truft at an alehoufe. You may bo 
fure, that of the fufFcrers the maid fufFered moft ; 
and I left them, after three months, rather than be 
ftarved. 

I was then maid to a hatter's wife. There was 
no want to be dreaded, for they lived in perpetual 

luxury, 
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luxury. My miftrefs was a diligent woman, and . 
rofc early in the morning to fet the journeymen to • 
work ; my mafter was a man much beloved by his 
neighbours, and fat at one club or other every 
night. I was obliged to wait on my mafter at 
night, and on my miftrefs in the morning. He fcl- 
dom came home before two, and ihe rofe at five. I 
could no more live without ileep than, without food, 
and therefore entreated them to look out for another 
fcrvant. 

My next removal was to a linen-draper's, who 
bad fix children. My miftrefs, when I firft en- 
tered the houfe, informed me, that I muft never 
contradidt the children, nor fuffer them to cry. I 
had no defire to offend, and readily promifed to 
domybeft. But when I gave them their break- 
faft, I could not help all firft ; when I was playing 
with one in my lap, I was forced to keep the reft 
in expcdation. That which was not gratified al- 
ways refented the injury with a loud outcry, which 
put my miftrefs in a fury at me, and procured fugar- 
plumbs to the child. I could not keep fix children 
quiet, who were bribed to be clamorous; and was 
therefore difmifled, as a girl honeft, but not good- 
natured. 

I then lived with a couple that kept a petty (hop 
of remnants and cheap linen. I was qualified to 
make a bill, or keep a book ; and being therefore 
often called, at a bufy time, to ferve the cuftomers, 
expefted that I fhould now be happy, in propor- 
tion as I was ufeful. But my miftrefs appropriated 
every day part of the profit to fome private ufe, 

H 4 and. 
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and, as (be grew bolder m her theft, at lad der« 
dudted fuch fiuns, that my mafter began to won* 
der how he fold (o nmch, and gained (o litijle. She 
pretended to affift ht& enquiries, and began, Tory 
gravely, to hope that Bet^ was hanefi^ and yet tbofa 
jharp ptls were apt to be H^bt^fingered. You wiljib^ 
lieve that I did not ftay there much longer. 

The reft of my itory I will tell you in aqptb^ 
letter ; and only beg to be informed, in ibme paper, 
for which of my places, except perhaps the laft, t 
was difqualified by my ikill in reading and writing* 

lam, SIR, 

Your verjr humble fervant^ 

Betty Broomi^ 



Numb. 
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NvMB. 27. Saturday, OSiober 21, 1758. 

IT has been the mideavoiic of all tl^eie whom 
th^ wprU has reverenced for fuperior witdooi^ 
to perfuadie maa ta be acquain^d with hhnfeU, 
txk kam hh own powers and his own weaknefs, 
to obferve by what evils he is mod daogecouily 
h$kXy and by what temptations moft eafiLy over^. 
OjDime. 

This counfel has been often given with fenoua 
dignity, and often received with appearance of 
convi&ion; but, as very few can feacch deep into. 
their own mind& without n&eeting what they wifli 
to hide fi»m themfelves, fcarcely any nian per- 
fifls in cuhivating fuch difagreeable acquaintance, 
but draws the veil again between his eyes and 
hb heart, leaves his pai£ons and appetites as he 
found them, and advifes others to look into them^ 
iehres. 

This is the common refult of enquiry even 
amQng thofe that endeavour to grow wifcr or bet- 
ter: but this endeavour is far enough from fre- 
quency; the greater part of the multitudes that 
fwarm upon the earth have never been difturbed 
by fuch uneafy curiofity, but deliver themfelvea 
up to bufinefs or to pleafure, plunge into the cur- 
rent of life, whether placid or turbulent, and pafe 
6d from one poiqt of profpe6t to another, attentive 
rather to any thing than the Hate of their minds ; 

fatif- 
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fatisfied, at an eafy rate, with an opinion^ that they 
are no worfe than others, that every man muft mind 
his own intereft, or that their pleafures hurt only 
themfelyes^ and are therefore no proper fubje&j of 
cenfure. 

Some, however, there are, whom the intrufion 
of fcnapies, the recoliedion of bicftter notions,' i or 
the latent reprehenfion of good examples, .'wili 
not fuffcrto. live entirely contented with their ■ 
own condu£t; thefe. are forced to pacify i the mu- 
tiny of reafon with fair promifes, and quiet their 
thoughts with deiigns of calling all their adions t&- 
review, and planning a new fcheme for the time to- 
come. 

There is nothing . which we eftimate fo fallaci-> 
cully as the force of our own refolutions^ nor any* 
fallacy which we fo unwillingly and tardily deteft. 
He that has refolved a thoufand times, and a thou* 
land times . deferted his own purpofe, yet fuffers no 
abatement of his confidence, but ftill believes himr 
fcif his own matter ; and able, by innate vigour of 
foul, . to prefs forward to his end, through all the 
obftruftions that inconveniences or delights can put: 
in his way. 

That this miftake Ihould prevail for a time, is' 
very natural. When conviftion is prefent,. and 
temptation out of fight, we do not eafily conceive 
how any reafonable being can deviate fronri his true 
intereft. What ought to be done while it yet hangs 
only in fpeculation, is fo plain and certain, that 
there is no place for doubt ; the whole foul yields 
itfclf to the predominance of truths aqd readily dc-; 
* . terminea 
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carmines to do what^ when, the time of adlion comes^ 
will be at laft omitted. . ' 

I believe mod men may review all the lives that 
have paffed within their obfervation, without re- 
membering one efficacious refolution, or being able 
to tell a fmgle inftance of a courfe of pradice fud- 
denly changed in confequence of a change of opi- 
nion^ or an ellabliihment of determination. Many 
indeed alter their condudt^ and are not at fifty what 
they were at thirty ; but they commonly varied im- 
perceptibly from tbemfelves, followed the train of 
external caufcs^ and rather fuffercd reformation than 
made it. 

It is not uncommon to charge the difFi^rencc be- 
tween promife and performance, between profeflSon 
and reality, upon deep defign and ftudjed deceit ; 
but the truth is, that there is very little hypocrify 
in the world ; we do not fo often endeavour or 
wilh to impofe on others as on ourfelves ; we re- 
folve to do right, we hope to keep our refolutions, 
we declare them to confirm our own hope, and 
fix our own inconftancy by calling witnefles of 
our aftions; but at laft habit prevails, and thofe 
whom we invited to our triumph, laugh at our 
defeat. 

Cuftom is commonly too ftrong for the moft re» 
folute refolver, though furniflied for the affault with 
all the weapons of philofophy. " He that endea* 
•^ vours to free himfelf from an ill habit/' fays 
Bacon, *' muft not change too much at a time, left 
•* he ihould be difcouraged by difliculty; nor 
^^ too little, for then he will make but flow ad- 
" vances.'* This is a precept which may be ap* 
4 plauded 
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plaudcd in a book^ bat wilt fail in the trial, in 
which every change will be f6und too great or too' 
Ihtlc. Thpfe who have been able to conquer habit, 
are like thofe that are fabled to have returned from 
the realn;is of PiutQ : 

y^ifiter^ atgtii^ ardens eyexit adatbera virtip. 

They are fofficient to give hoj)e, but not fecurity ; 
to animate the conteft, but not to promlfe vidtory. 

Xhofe who are in the power of evil habits muft 
eonquer them as they can ; and conquered they inuft 
be, or neither wifdom noif happinefs can be attained :' 
but thofe who are not yet fubjeft to their influence 
may, by timely caution, preferve their freedom;' 
tb^y may efll^eftually rcfolve to efcape the tyrant," 
whom they will vqry vainly rcfolve to conquer. 



NlTMB. 
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NtjMB. 28; Saturday^ ^Bobtr 28> 1:7^8* 

to the itoLER. 

SIRi 

IT IS very eafy f6r a m«h who fits iflle at home, 
and has notoSy to plciafe but hi'mferfj to ridicule 
or to cenfure the tronimbh prk'dtTcfes of Aiafildnd; 
land thofe who liave no .'preftht temptation to break 
die irulcfs of propriety, may applaud Hs judgement, 
and join in hts merriment; but let the author or his 
readers mingle with cbmifnon life, tWey will find 
them'felves irrefiftibly tome away by the (fream of 
ciiftom, and miift fubmit, after tbey have laughed 
at others, to ^Tve others the fame opportMnity of 
laughing at them. 

There is no paper publiflied by the Idler which I 
have read with more approbation than that which 
cenfures the praftice of recording vulgar marriages 
in the newfpapers. I carried it about in my 
pocket, and read it to all thofe whom I fufpefted 
of having publifhed their nuptials, or of being 
inclined to publilh them, and fent tranfcripts of 
it to all the couples that tranfgreffed your precepts 
for the next fortnight. I hoped that they were all 
vexed, and pleafed myfelf with imagining their 
mifery. 

But Ihort is the triumph of malignity. I was 

married laft week to Mifs Mobair, the daughter 

I of 
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of a falefman; and, at my firft appearance after 
the wedding night, was aiked by my wife's mother, 
whether I had fent our marriage to the Advertifer? 
I endeavoured to ihew how unfit it was to demand 
the attention of the publick to our domeftick af- 
fairs; but flie told me, with great vehemence, 
** That file would not have it thought to be a 
" ftolen match; that the blood of the Mohairs 
** Ihould never be difgraced ; that her hufband 
\ *' had ferved all the parifli officer but one; that 
** Ihe had lived five-and-thirty years at the lame 
** houfe, had paid every body twenty fliillings in 
** the pound, and would have me know, though 
^' ihe was not as fine and as flaunting as Mrs*. 
** Gingbum, the deputy's wife, {he was not aftiamed 
'* to tell her name, and would fliew her face with 
** the beft of them, and fince I had married her 
** daughter '* At this inftant entered my fa- 
ther-in-law, a grave man, from whom I expeded 
fuccour ; but upon hearing the cafe, he told me, 
** That it would be very imprudent to mifs fuch 
•* an opportunity of advertifing my fliop; and that 
** when notice was given of my marriage, many 
•' of my wife's friends would think themfelves 
** obliged to be my cuftomers/' I was fubdued by 
clamour on one fide, and gravity on the other, and 
fliall be obliged to tell the town, that three days age 
Timothy Mufliroom, an eminent oilman in Sea-CoaI« 
Lane, was married to Mfs Polly Mohair of Loth- 
bury, a beautiful young /ady, with a large fortune. 

I am, SIR, &c. 

SIR, 
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SIR, 

'TAM the unfortunate wife of the grocer wfaofe 
* letter you publiihed about ten weeks ago, ia 
which he complains, like a forry fellow, that I loiter 
in the fhop with my needle-work in my hand, and 
that I oblige him to take me out on Sundays^ and 
keep a girl to look after the child Sweet Mr. /rffer, 
if you did but know all, you would give no encou- 
ragement to fuch an unreafonable grumbler. I 
brought him three hundred pounds, which fet him 
up in a fhop, and boughtin a fiock, on which, with 
good management, we might live comfortably; but 
now I have given him a fhop, I am forced to watch 
him and the (hop too. I will tell you, Mr. Idler^ 
how it is. There is an alehoufe over the way with a 
ninepin alley, to which he is fure tp run when I turn 
my back, and there lofes his money, for he plays at 
ninepins as he docs every thing elfe. While he is 
at this favourite fport, he fets a dirty boy to watch 
his door, and call him to his cuftomers; but he is 
long in coming, and fo rude when he comes, that 
our cuftom falls off every day. 

Thofe who cannot govern themfelves, muft be 
governed. 1 have refolved to keep him for the fu- 
ture behind his counter, and let him bounce at his 
cuftomers if he dares. I cannot be above ftairs and 
below at the fame time, and have therefore taken a 
girl to look after the child and drefs the dinner; 
and, after all, pray who is to blanie? 

On a Sunday^ it is true, I make him walk abroad, 
and fometimes carry the child ; I wonder who Ihould 
carry it! But I never take him out till after church- 

time. 
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time^ nor would do it then, but that, if he is left 
alone, he will be upon the bed. On a Suni^y if 
be ftays at homt^ he hft^ fixiiieals, and, when be can 
eat no longer^ has twenty ftratffgems to efcape freim 
me to the alehotife ; bat I commonly keep the door 
locked^ till Monday produces fomethtng for him to do. 
This is the true fiate of the cafe, and tihefe are the 
provocacions for which he has written liis letter to 
jou. I hope you will write a paper to fliew, that, if 
a Wife mud fpend her whole time in watching her 
liuCbend, ihe camiot conveniently tend her child, or 
fit at lier needle^ 

litm, SIR, &c. 



SIR, 

^T^'HERE is in this town a fpecies of oppreiSon 
•*^ which the law has not hitherto prevented or 
redreffed. 

I am "a chairman. You know. Sir, we come when 
we are called, and are expected to carry all who re- 
quire our affifkance. It is common for men of the 
moft unwieldy corpulence to crowd themfelves into a 
chair, and demand to be carried for a fhilling as far 
as an airy young lady whom we fcarcely feel upbn 
our poles. Surely we ought to be paid like all other 
mortals in proportion to our labour. Engines ihould 
be fixed in |)roper places to weigh chairs as they 
weigh waggons; and thofe, whom eafe and plenty 
have made unable to carry themfelves, Ihould give 
part of their fuperfluities to thofe who carry them. 

lam, SIR, &c. 
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Numb. 29. Saturday, November 4, 1758, 

To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

I HAVE often obfcrved, that friends arc loft by 
difcontinuance of intercourfe without any offence 
on either part, and have long known, that it is more 
dangerous to be forgotten than to be blamed; I 
therefore make hafte to fend you the reft of my ftory, 
left, by the delay of another fortnight, the name of 
Betty Broom might be no longer remembered by you 
or your readers. 

■ Having left the laft place in hafte to avoid the 
charge or the fufpicion of theft, I had not fecured 
another fervice, and was forced to take a lodging in 
a back ftreet. I had now got good clothes. The 
woman who lived in the garret oppofite to mine was 
very officious, and offered to take care of my room 
and clean it, while I went round to my acquaintance 
to enquire for a miftrefs. I knew not why Ihe was 
fb kind, nor how I could recompenfe her ; but in a 
few days I miffed fome of my linen, went to another 
lodging, and refolved not to have another friend in 
the next garret. . , 

\ In fix weeks I became under-maid at the houfe of 
^ mercer in Cornhill, whofe fon was his apprentice. 
The youQg gentleman ufed to fit late at the tavern^ 
Without the knowledge of his father ; and I was or- 
dered by my miftrels to let him in filently to his bed 
Vpi.VIL I under 
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under the counter^ and to be very careful to take 
away his candle. The hours which I was obliged to 
w^ch, whilft the reft of the family was in bed, I cod* — 
liHered as fupernumerary^ and^ having no buflnefffl 
affigned for them, thought myfelf at liberty to fpend 
them my qwq way : \ kept myfelf awake with a 
book, and for fonic time liked my ftate the better 
for this opportunity of reading. At laft, the upper- 
maid fouml my book, and ihcwed k to my miftref^ 
who told me^ that wenches like me might fpend their 
lime better ; that ftie never knew any of the readers 
that had good deiigns in their heads; that ftie could 
always find fome thing eUe to do with her time, than 
to puzzle over books; and did not like that fucb 
fine lady ihould fit up for h^r young mafter. 

This was the firfl time that I found it thought cri- 
minal or dangerous to know how to read, I wa§ dil 
miffed decently, kfl I fhould tell tales^ and had a 
fmall gratuity above my wages* 

I then, lived with a gentlewoman of a fmall f< 
lune. This was the only happy part of my life, M 
miftrefs, f(Mr whom pub lick diver fions were too ex 
penfive, fpent her time with books, and was pleafed 
to find a maid who could partake her amufements^ 
I rofe early in the morning, that I might have timdB 
in the afternoon to read or lillen, and was fuffered to 
tell my opinion, or escprefs my delight. Thus &&M 
teen months ftole away, in which I did not repine 
that I was born to fervitudc. But a burning fever 
feized my miftrefs, of whom I ihall fay no more^ 
than that her fervant wept upon her grave. 

I had lived in a kind of luxury^ which made m\ 
Vftry unfit for another place; and was rather too de 
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licate for the converfation of a kitchen; Co that when 
I was hired in the family of an Eaft India dircftor^ 
my behaviour was fo different, as they faid, from 
that of a comnion fervant, that they concluded me a 
gentlewoman in difguife, and turned me out in three 
weeks, on fufpidon of fomc defign which they cpuld 
not comprehend. 

I then fled for refuge to the other end of the towDt 
where I hoped to find no obftruftion from my ne\if 
accompUihments, and was hired under the houfe- 
keeper In a fplendid family- Here I was too wife for 
the maids^ and too nice for the footmeni yet I 
might have lived on without much uncafinefs, had 
noC my miftrefs, the houfekeepcr, who ufcd to em- 
ploy me in buying necelfaries for the family, found 
a bill which I had made of one day*s cxpences. I 
fgppofe it did not quite agree with her own book, 
for file fiercely declared her refolution, that there 
&ould be no pen and ink in that kitchen but her 
own. 

She had the jyftice, or the prudence, not to injure 
my reputation; and I was eaiily admitted into an- 
other boufe in the neighbourhood, where my bufi* 
nefs was to fweep the rooms and make the beds^ 
Here I was, for fome time, the favourite of Mrs^ 
Simper^ my lady's woman, who could not bear the 
vulgar girls, and was happy in the attendance of a 
young woman of fome education* Mrs, Simper loved 
a novelj though ftie could not read hard words, and 
therefore, when her lady was abroad, we always laid 
hold on her books. At laft, my abilities became fo 
much celebrated, that the houfe-fteward ufed to cm- 
ploy me in keeping his accounts, Mrs. ^m^^r thea 

I ^ found 
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found out, that my faucinefs was grown lo fuch a 
height that nobody could endure it, and told my 
lady, that there never had been a room well fwcpt 
fince BeHy Broom came into the houfe. 

I was then hired by a confumptive lady, who 
wanted a maid that could read and write. I attended 
her four years, and though Ihe was never pleafcd, 
yet when I declared my refolution to leave her, flic 
burft into tears, and told me that I muft bear ther 
peeviibnefs of a fick bed, and I fiiould find myfelf 
remembered in her will. I complied, and a codicil 
was added in my favour ; but in lefs than a week, 
when I fet her gruel before her, I laid the fpoon on' 
the left fide, and Ihe threw her will into the fire. 
In two days flic made another, which flie burnt in 
the fame manner becaufe flie could not eat her 
chicken. A third was made, and deftroyed becaufe 
flie heard a moufe within the wainfcot, and was furc 
that I fliould fuffer her to be carried away alive; 
After this I was for fome time out of favour, but as 
her illnefs grew upon her, refentment and fuUennefs 
gave way to kinder fentiments. She died, and left 
me five hundred pounds; with this fortune I am 
going to fettle in my native parifli, where I refolve 
to fpend fome hours every day in teaching poor girls 
to read and write. 

1 am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant. . 

Betty Broom^ 
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Numb. 30. Saturday, November 11, 1758; 



THE defircs of man encreafe with his acquifi- 
tions; every ftep which he advances bringsf 
fomcthing within his view, which he did not fee be- 
fore, and which, as foon as he fees it, he begins to 
want. Where neceffity ends, curiofity begins ; and 
no fooner are wc fupplied with every thing that na- 
ture can demand, than we fit down to contrive arti- 
ficial appetites. 

By this reftleflhefs of mind, every populous and 
wealthy city is filled with innumerable employments, 
for which the greater part of mankind is without a 
name; with artificers, whofe labour is exerted in 
producing fuch petty conveniences, that many Ihops 
are furnilhed with inftruments, of which the ufe can 
hardly be found without enquiry, but which he that 
once knows them quickly learns to number among 
neceflary things. 

Such is the diligence with which, in countries 
completely civilized, one part of mankind labours 
for another, that wants are fupplied faftcr than they 
can be formed, and the idle and luxurious find life 
flagnate for want of fomedefire to keep it in motiop. 
This fpecics of diftrefs furniflies a new fet of occu- 
pacions; and multitudes are bufied, from day to 
day, in finding the rich and the fortunate fomcthing 
)o do. 
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It 19 very common to teproach thofe artifts zs tife- 
Icfs, who produce only fuch fuperfluities as neither 
accommodate the body, nor improve the mind ; and 
of which no other effect can be imagined, than that 
they are the occailons of fpending money, and con- 
fuming time. M 

But this cenfurc will be mitigated, when it i$^ 
ferloufly confidercd, that money and time are the 
heavieft burthens of life, and that the unhappieft of 
alt mortals are thofe who have more of either than^ 
they know how to uft< To fet himftlf free from 
thefe incumbrances, one hurries to Newmarket; an«^ 
other travels over Europe \ one pulls down his houfq^^ 
and calls architcfts about him; another buys a feat 
in the country, and follows his hounds over hedgel 
and through rivers ; one makes coileftions of fliells; 
and another fearches the world for tulips and carna* 
tions. 

H^ is furely a public k benefactor who finds em 
ployment for thofe to whom it is thus difficult to 
find it for themfelves. It is true, that this isfeldonii 
done merely from generofity or compaffion ; almo 
every man feeks his own advantage in helping others, 
and therefore it is too common for mercenary officv 
Gufnefs to confider rather what is grateful, than whal 
is right* 

We all know that it is more profitable to be 
loved than e deemed ; and miniflers of pleafure wi 
always be found, who ftudy to make themfelves nc 
ceffary, and to fupplant thofe who are praftifing th 
fame arts* 

One of the amufements of idlenefs is reading \vith 
out the fatigue of clofe attention, and the world 

therefore 
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therefore fwarms with writers whdfe wiih is not to be 
ftudied^ but €o be read. 

No fpecies of literary men has lately been fo much 
multiplied as the writers of newi« Not many 
years ago the nation was content with one gazette ; 
but now we have not only in the metropolis pa- 
pers for every morning and every evening, but al- 
moft every large town has its weekly hiftorian, who 
regularly circulates his periodical intelligence, and 
fills the villages of his dillrid: with conje&urea on 
die events of war^ and with debates on the true ia« 
tereft of Europe. 

To write news in its perfedtion requires fuch a 
combination of qualities, that a man completely 
fitted for the ta(k is not always to be found. In Sir 
Henry WoUon^s jocular definition. An amhajfador is 
laid to be a man of virtue fint abroad to tell Uesfoir the 
advantage of his country ; a news-writer is a man with' 
mi virtue^ who writes lies at home for his own profit. 
To thefe compolitions is required neither genius nor 
knowledge, neither induftry nor fprightlinefs ; but 
contempt of ihame and indifference to truth are ab- 
folutely necefTary. He who by a long familiarity 
with infamy has obtained thefe qualities, may con- 
fidently tell to-day what he intends to contradidl to- 
morrow; he may affirm fearlefsly what he knows 
that he Ihall be obliged to recant, and may write 
letters from Amfierdam or Drefden to himfelf. 

In a time of war the nation is always of one mind, 
eager* to hear fomething good of themfelves and ill 
of the enemy. At this time the tafk of news- 
writers is eafy : they have nothing to do but to tell 
that a battle is expected, and afterwards that a battle 

1 4 has 
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has been fought^ in which we and our friends, whe^ 
ther conquering or conquered, did all, and our cnc-. 
mies did nothing. 

Scarcely any thing awakens attention like a tale of 
cruelty. The writer of news never fails in the in- 
termiffion of adion to tell how the enemies murdered* 
children and ravifhed virgins ; and, if the fcene of 
action be fomewhat diftant, fcalps half the inhabit-^ 
ants of a province. 

Among the calamities of war may be juftly num^ 
bered the diminution of the love of truth, by tbq 
falfehoods which intereft didates, and credulity eti^ 
courages. A peace will equally leave the warrior 
and relator of wars deflitute of employment; and I 
know not whether more is to be dreaded from llreets^ 
filled with foldiers accuftomed to plunder, or {xoa\ 
garrets filled with fcribblers accuflomed to lie. 
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Numb. 31. Saturday, November i8, lyjS. 



MANY moralifts have remarked^ that pride 
has of all human vices the wideft dominion^ 
appears in the greateft multiplicity of forms, and lies 
hid under the greateft variety of difguifes ; of dif- 
goifeS; which, like the moon's veil of brigbinefsy arc 
both its biftre and its foade^ and betray it to others, 
though they hide it from ourfelves. 
■ It is not my intention to degrade pride from this 
pre-eminence of mifchief ; yet I know not whether 
idlenefs may not maintain a very doubtful and ob- 
ftinate competition. 

There are fome that profefs idlenefs in its full 
dignity, who call themfelves the Idle, as Bufiris in 
the play calls himfelf the Proud; who boaft that they 
do nothing, and thank their ftars that they have 
nothing to do ; who fleep every night till they can 
fleep no longer, and rife only that exercife may en- 
able them to fleep again ; who prolong the reign of 
darknefs by double curtains, and never fee the fun 
but to tell him bow they hate his beams ; whofe whole 
labour is to vary the pofture of indulgence, and 
whofc day differs from their night but as a couch or 
chair differs from a bed. 

Thefe are the true and open votaries of idlenefs, 
for whom flie weaves the garlands of poppies, and 
into whofe cup flie pours the waters of oblivion 5 
who exiit in a Hate of unruffled ftupidity, forgettbg 
, . and 
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and forgotten 5 who have long ceafed to live, and 
3t whole death the furvivors can only fay, that they 
have ceafed to breathe* M 

But idlenefs predominates in many lives where it " 
is not fofpefted ; for, being a vice which termi* 
nates in itfclfj it may be enjoyed without injary to 
others; and ii is therefore not watched like fraud, 
which endangers property ; or like pride, which 
natural iy fecks ies gratifications in another's infe* 
Tiority, Idlenefs is a filent and peaceful quality, that j 
neither raifes envy by oftentation, nor hatred by op* 
pofition ; and therefore nobody is bufy to cenfure or 
dctcft it» 

As pride fometirties is hid under humility, idle- 
ncfs is often covered by turbulence and hurry- He 
that negleds his known duty and real employment, 
niturally endeavours to crowd his mind with fome- 
ihing that may bar out the remembrance of his own 
folly, and does any thing but what he ought to do 
with eager diligence, that he may keep himfelf in 
his own favour. 

Some are always in a ftate of preparation, occu* 
pied in previous meafures, forming plans, accumu- 
lating materials^ and providing tor the main affair. ■ 
Thefe are certainly under the fecret power of idle- ■ 
nefs. Nothing is to be expected from the workman 
whofe tools are for ever to be fought, I was once 
told by a great niafter, that no man ever excelled in 
painting, who was eminently curious about pencils 
sind colours* 

There are others to whom idlenefs dtftates another | 
expedient, by which life may be palled unprofitably 
away without the tedioufncfs of many vacant hours* 

The 
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The art is, to fill the day with petty bufinefs, to have 
always ibmething in band which may raife curiofity, 
but not folicitude, and keep the niind in a ftate of 
aftion, but not of labour. 

This art has for many years been praftifed by my 
old friend So^^ with wonderful fuccefs. ScJ^er is a man 
of ftrong defires and quick imagination, fo exadly 
balanced by the love of eafe, that they can feldom 
ftimulate him to any difficult undertaking; they 
have, however, fo much power, that they will noc 
fuffer him to lie quite at reft; and though they do not 
make him fufficiently ufeful to others, they make him 
at leaflt weary of himfelf. 

Mr. Sober* s chief pleafure is converfation \ there 
it no end of his talk or his attention ; to fpeak or 
CD hear is equally pleafing ; for he ftill fancies that 
he is teaching or learning fomething, and is free for 
the time from his own reproaches. 

But there is one time at night when he muft go 
home, that his friends may ileep ; and another time 
in the morning, when all the world agrees to Ihut 
out interruption. Thefe are the moments of which 
poor Sober trembles at the thought. But the mifery 
of thefe tirefome intervals he has many means of 
alleviating. He has perfuaded himfelf, that the 
manual arts are undefervedly overlooked ; he has ob- 
fcrved in many trades the efFedts of clofe thought, 
and juft ratiocination. From fpeculation he pro- 
ceeded to praftice, and fupplied himfelf with the 
tools of a carpenter, with which he mended his coal- 
box very fuccefsfully, and which he ftill continues 
to employ, as he finds occaiion. 

He 
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He has attempted at other times the crafts of the 
jhoemaker, tinman, plumber, and potter; iix all 
thefe arts he has failed, and refolves to qualify him- 
felf for them by better information. But his daily 
amufement is chemiftry. He has a fmall furnace, 
3tvhich he employs in diftillation, and which has long 
been the folace of his life. He draws oils and wa- 
ters, and effcnces and fpirits, which he knows to be 
of no ufe; fits and counts the drops as they come 
from his retort, and forgets that, whilft a drop is falU 
ing, a moment flies away. 

Poor Sober ! I have often teazed him with reproof, 
and he has often promifed reformation ; for no maa 
is fo much open to convidlion as the Idler, but there 
is none on whom it operates fo little. What will be 
the efFeft of this paper I know not; perhaps he will 
read it and laugh, and light the fire in his furnace ; 
but my hope is, that he will quit his trifles, and be- 
take himfelf to rational and ufeful diligence* 
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Numb. 32. Saturday, November 25, 1758. 

AMONG the innumerable mortifications that 
way-lay human arrogance on every fide, may 
well be reckoned our ignorance of the mod com- 
mon objeds and effedts, a defeft of which we become 
more fenfible by every attempt to fupply it. Vul- 
gar and inadive minds confound familiarity with 
knowledge, and conceive thcmfelves informed of the 
whole nature of things when they are fhewn their 
form or told their ufc ; but the fpeculatift, who is 
not content with fuperficial views, harafles himftlf 
with fruitlefs curiofity, and ft ill as he enquires more, 
perceives only that he knows lefs. 

Sleep is a ftate in which a great part of every life 
is paffed. No animal has been yet difcovered, whofe 
exiftence is not varied with intervals of infenfibility ; 
and fome late philofophers have extended the empire 
of fleep over the vegetable world. 

Yet of this change, fo frequent, fo great, fo gene- 
ral, and fo neceflary, no fearcher has yet found either 
the efficient or final caufe ; or can tell by what power 
the mind and body are thus chabed down in irre- 
fiftible ftupefadtion; or what benefits the animal 
receives from this alternate fufpenfion of its adlive 
powers. 

Whatever may be the multiplicity or contrariety 
of opinions upon this fubjeft, nature has taken fuf- 
ficient care that theory (hall have little influence on 
practice. The moft diligent enquirer is not able 

long 
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long to keep his eyes oiien ; the moft eager difpucant 
will begin about midnight to defcrt his argument ; 
and, once in four-and-twenty hours, the gay and the 
gloomy, the witty and the dull^ the clamorous and 
thcfiient, the bufy and the idle, are all overpowered 
by the gentle tyrant, and all lie down in the equality 
of lleep- 

Philofophy has often attempted to reprcfs info* 
lence, by aflerting, that all conditions are levelled 
by death ; a pofuion which, however it may dejeft 
the happy, will feldora afford much comfort to the 
wretched* It is far mote pleafing to confider, that 
ileep is equally a leveller with death; that the time 
is never at a great diftance, when the balm of reft 
Ihall bediffufed alike upon every head, when the di- 
verfities of life fhall flop their operation, and the 
high and the low (hall He down together. 

it is fomewhere recorded of Alexander^ that in th^ 
pride of conquefts, and intoxication of flattery, he 
declared that he only perceived himfelf to be a man 
by the neceffity of ileep* Whether he confidered 
Heep as neceflary to his mind or body, it was indeed 
a fufficient evidence of human infirmity ; the body 
which required fuch frequency of renovation, gave 
but faint promifes of immOTtaliEy; and the mind 
which, from time to time, funk gladly into infenfi- 
bility, had made no very near approaches to the fe* 
licity of the fuprcme and felf-fufficient nature. 

I know not what can tend more to reprefs all the 
paffions that difturb the peace of the world, than the 
confideration that there is no height of happinefs or 
honour from which man does not eagerly defcend M 
to a ft ate of unconfcious repofe ; that the beft con- " 
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dition of life js fuch, that we contentedly quit us 
good to be difentangled from its evils ; that in a 
few hours fplendor fades before the eye, and praifc 
itfelf deadens in the e^r ^ the fenfes withdraw ffooi 
their obje^s, and reafon favours the retreat* 

What then are the hopes and profpe£ts of covet* 
oufnefsj ambition, and rapacity ? Let him that dc^ 
fires moft have all his defires gratified, lie never ftiall 
attain a ftate which he can^ for a day and a night, 
contemplate with fatisfaftionj or from which, if he 
had the power of perpetual vigilance, he would not 
long for periodical feparatlons. 

All envy would be extinguifticd, if it were uni* 
verfally known that there are none to be envied, and 
furely none can be much envied who are not pleaded 
with themfelves. There is reafon to fufpeif^t, that 
the diAinAioDs of mankind have more 0iew than 
value, when k is found that all agree to be weary 
alike of pleafures and of cares; that the powerful 
and the weak, the celebrated and obfcure^ join in 
one common wiOi^ and implore from Bature's hand 
the neftar of oblivion* 

Such is our defire of abftraftion from ourfelves, 
that very few are fatisfied with the quantity of fto- 
pefaftion which the needs of the body force upon 
the mind. Akxanitr himfelf added intemperance 
to fleep, and folaced with the fumes of wine the fo- 
vereignty of the world ; and almoft every man has 
fome art by which he flea Is his thoughts away frotp 
his prefent ftaie* 

It is not much of life that is fpent in clofe atten- 
tion to any important duty. Many hours of every 
day arc fuffered to fly away without any traces left 

I up^on 
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upon the intellefts. We fuffer phantoms to rife up 
before us, and amufe ourfelves with the dance of 
airy images, which, after a time, we difmifs for ever, 
and know not how we have been bufied. 

Many have no happier moments than thofe that 
they pafs in folitude, abandoned to their own imagi- 
nation, which fometimes put fceptres in their hand^ 
or mitres on their heads, Ihifts the fcene of pleafur^ 
with endlefs Variety, bids all the forms of beauty 
fparklc before them, and gluts them with every 
change of vifionary luxury. 

It is eafy in thefe femi-flumbers to colledt all th^ 
poffibilities of happinefs, to alter the courfe of the 
fun, to bring back the pad, and anticipate the future^ 
to unite all the beauties of all feafons, and all the 
bleffings of all climates, to receive and beftow fell- 
city, and forget that mifery is the lot of man. All 
this is a voluntary dream, a temporary receflion from 
the realities of life to airy fidions ; and habitual-fub- 
jedtion of reafon to fancy. 

. Others, are afraid to be alone, and amufe thetm 
felvesby a perpetual fucceffion of companions : but 
the difference is not great ; in folitude we have our 
dreams to ourfelves, and in company we agree t6 
dream irt concert. The end fought in both is for- 
getfulnefs of ourfelves. 
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Numb. ^2. Saturday, December 2, 1758. 

[I hope the author of the following letter will ex- 
cufe the omiffion of focne parts, and allow me to 
remark, that the Journal of the Citizen in the 
SpeSater has almoft precluded the attempt of any 
future writer.] 



''Son it a Romuli 



Pr^/criptum^ &f i»t$nfi Cmtoois 

AuJfUiiSy 'vettrumque norma* HoK* 



SIR, 

YOU have often folicited correfpondence. I 
have fent you the Journal of a Senior Fellow^ 
or Genuine Idler , juft tranfmitted from Cambridge by 
a facetious correfpondent, and warranted to have 
been tranfcribed from the common-place book of 
the journalift. 

Monday y Nine o'clock. Turned off my bed -maker 
for waking me at eight. Weather rainy. Con- 
fulted my weather-glafs. No hopes of a ride be- 
fore dinner. 

Diiio, 7V». After breakfaft, tranfcribed half a 
fermon from Dr. Hickman. ' N. B. Never to iran- 
fcribe any more from Calamy; Mrs. Pilcocks, at my 
curacy, having one volume of that author lying in 
her parlour-window. 

VoL-VII. K » DiUo^ 
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Ditto, Eleven. Went down into my cellar. Mem. 
My Mountain will be fit to drink in a month's time. 
N. B. To remove the five-year-old port into the 
new bin on the left hand* 

DittOj Twelve. Mended a pen. Looked at my 
wcather-glafs again. Quickfilver very low. Shaved. 
Barber's hand ihakes. 

Ditto, One. Dined alone in my room on a foal. 
N. B. The Ihrimp-fauce not fo good as Mr. H. of 
'Peterboufe and I ufed to eat in London laft winter 
at the Mitre in Fleet-Jlreet. Sat down to a pint of 
Madeira. Mr. H. furprifed me over it. We finiflied 
two bottles of port together, and were very cheerful. 
Mem. To dine with Mr. H. at Peterboufe next Wed* 
nefday. One of the difhes a leg of pork and peafc, 
by my defire. 

Ditto, Six, Newfpaper in the common-room. 

Ditto, Seven. Returned to my room. Made a 
tiff of warm punch, and to bed before nine ; did 
not fall afleep till ten, a young fellow- commoner 
being very noify over my head. 

Tuefday, Nine. Rofe fqueamifh. A fine morn- 
ing. Weather-glafs very high. 

Ditto, Ten. Ordered my horfe, and rode to the 
five- mile (tone on the Newmarket road. Appetite 
gets better. A pack of hounds, in full cry, crofled 
the road, and ftartled my horfe. 

Ditto, Twelve. Dreft. Found a letter on my tabid 
to be in London the 19th inft. Befpoke a new wig. 

Ditto, One. At dinner in the hall. Too much 
water in the foup. Dr. Dry always orders the beef 
to be faked too much for me. 

Ditlo, 
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DitfOf Two. In the common-room. Dr. Dry 
gave us an inftancc of a gentleman who kept the 
gout out of his ftomach by drinking old Madeira^ 
Converfation chiefly on the expeditions. Company 
broke up at four. Df« Dry and myfclf played ac 
back-gammon for a brace of fnipes. Won. 

Ditto, Five. At the coffee-houfe. Met Mr. if* 
there. Could not get a fight of the Monitor. 

DiitOf Seven. I^eturned home, and ftirred my fire. 
Went to the common-room, and fupped on the fnipes 
with Dr. Dry. 

Ditto, Eight. Began the evening in the common- 
room. Dr. Dry told feveral ftories. Were very 
merry. Our new fellow, that ftudies phyfick, very 
talkative toward twelve. Pretends he will bring the 
youngeft Mifs to drink tea with me foon* Im- 
pertinent blockhead ! 

Wednefday^ Nine. Alarmed with a pain in my 
ancle. ^ The gout? Fear I can't dine at P^/^r- 
boufe i but I hope a ride will fet all to rights. Wea- 
ther-glafs below fair. 

Ditto, Ten. Mounted my horfe, though the wea- 
ther fufpicious. Pain in my ancle entirely gone. 
Catched in a Ihower coming back. Convinced that 
my weather- glafs is the beft in Cambridge. 

Ditto, Twelve. Dreft. Sauntered up to the /7/^- 
monger^ S'hiil. Met Mr. U. and went with him to 
Feterhoufe. Cook made us wait thirty fix minutes 
beyond the time The company, fome of my Ema* 
fjuel friends. For dinner, a pair of foals, a leg of 
pork and peafe, among other things. Mem. Peafe- 
pudding not boiled enough. Cook reprimanded and 
fconced in my prefence. 

K 2 Ditto, 
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DittOj after dinner. Pain in my ancle return*. 
Dull all the afternoon. Raillied for being no com* 
pany. Mr. i/Zs account of the accomodations on 
the road in his 5^/i^ journey. 

Duto^ Six. Got into fpirits. Never was more 
chatty. We fet late at whift. Mr. H. and fdf 
agreed at parting to take a gentle ride, and dine at 
the old houfe on the London road to-inorrow. 

Thurfday^ Nine. My fempftrefs. She has loft the 
UKafure of my wrift. Forced to be meafured again* 
The baggage has got a trick of fmiling. 
. Ditio^ Ten to Eleven. Made fome rappee-fnnff. 
Read the magazines. Received a prefent of pickles 
from Mifs Pikocks. Mem. To fend in return fome 
collared eel, which I know both the old lady and 
m.ifs are fond of. 

DittOy Eleven. Glafs very high. Mounted at the 
gat^ with Mr. //. Horfc fkittilh, and wants exer- 
cife. Arrive at thje old houfe. All the provifions 
befpoke by fome rakifli fellow- commoner in the next 
room, who had been on a fcheme to Newmark^. 
Could get nothing but mutton-chops off the worft 
•end. Port very new. Agree to try fome other 
houfe to-morrow. 

Here the Journal breaks off: for the next morn- 
ing, as my friend informs me, our genial academlck 
was waked with a fevere fit of the gout; and, at 
prefent, enjoys all the dignity of that difeafe. But 
I believe we have loft nothing by this interruption : 
fince a continuation of the remainder of the Jour- 
nal, through the remainder of the week, would mofl: 
probably have exhibited nothing more than a re- 
peated 
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peated relation of the fame circumftances of idling; 
and luxury. 

I hope it will not be concluded, from this fpeci- 
men of academick life, that I have attempted to 
decry our univerlities. If literature is not the ef- 
fential requifite of the modern academick, I am yet 
perfuaded, that Cambridge and Oxford^ however de- 
generated, furpafs the fafliionable /academies of our 
metropolis, and the gymnajia of foreign countries. 
The number of learned perfons in thefe celebrated 
feats is ftill confiderable, and more conveniences 
and opportunities for ftudy flili iubfift In them, than 
in any other place. There is at leaft one very power- 
ful incentive ro learning; I mean the Genius of i/jc 
flace. It is a fort of infpiring deity, which every 
youth of quick fenfibility and ingenuous difpofition 
creates to himfelf, by refle<Sing, that he is placed 
under thofe venerable walls, where a Hooker and a 
Hammond, a Bacon and a Newton, once purfued 
the fame courfe of fcience, and from whence they 
foared to the moft elevated heights of literary fame. 
This is that incitement which 7w///, according to his 
own teftimony, experienced at Athens^ when he con- 
templated the porticos where Socrates fat, and the 
laurel-groves where Plato difputed. But there are 
other circumftances, and of the higheft importance, 
which render our colleges fuperior to all other places 
of education. Their inftitutions, although fomewhat 
fallen from their primeval fimplicity, are fuch as in- 
jfluence, in a particular manner, the moral condudtof 
their youth; and in this general depravity of man- 
ners and laxity of principles, pure religion is no 
wb^re more itrongly inculcated. The academies j as 

K 3 they 
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they arc prefumptuoufly flyled, are too low to be 
mentioned ; and foreign feminaries are likely to pre- 
judice the unwary mind with Calvinifm. But Eng* 

. lijh univerfities render their ftudents virtuous, at lead 
by excluding all opportunities of vice; and, by 
teaching them the principles of the Church of Eng- 

. land, confirm them in thofe of true chriflianity. 



Numb. 34. Saturday, December 9, 1758. 

TO illuftrate one thing by its refemblance to 
another, has been always the mod popular 
and efficacious art of inftrudion. There is indeed 
no ether method of teaching that of which any one is 
igiiorant but by means of fomcthing already knownj 
and a mind fo enlarged by contemplation and en* 
quiry, that it has always many objcdts within its 
view, will feldom be long without fome near and 
familiar image through which an eafy tranfition may 
be made to truths more diftant and obfcure. 

Of the parallels which have been drawn by wit 
and curiofity, fome are literal and real, as between 
poetry and painting, two arts which purfue the fame 
end, by the operation of the fame mental faculties, 
and which differ only as the one reprefents things by 
marks permanent and natural, the other by figns ac- 
cidental and arbitrary. The one therefore is more 
eafily and generally nnderftood, fince fimilitude of 
form 13 immediately perceived j the other is capable 

of 
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of conveying more ideas, for men have thought and 
fpoken of many things which they do not fee. 

Other parallels are fortuitous and fanciful, yet 
. thefe have fometimes been extended to many parti- 
culars of refemblance by a lucky concurrence of 
diligence and chance. The animal body is com- 
pofed of many members, united under the dire^ion 
of one mind ; any number of individuals, connected 
for feme common purpofe, is therefore called a 
body. From this participation of the fame appella- 
tion arofe the comparifon of the body natural and 
body politick, of which, how far foever it has been 
deduced, no end has hitherto been found. 

In thefe imaginary fimilitudes, the fame word is 
ufed at once in its primitive and metaphorical fenfe. 
Thus health, afcribed to the body natural, is oppofed 
to ficknefs; but attributed to the body politick (lands 
as contrary to adverfity. Thefe parallels therefore 
have more of genius, but lefs of truth ; they often 
pleafe, but they never convince. 

Of this kind is a curious fpeculation frequently in» 
dulged by a philofopher of my acquaintance, who had 
difcovered, that the qualities requifite to converfation 
are very exactly reprefented by a bowl of punch. 

Punch, fays this profound inveftigator, is a liquor 
compounded of fpirit and acid juices, fugar and wa- 
ter. The fpirit, volatile and fiery, is the proper em- 
blem of vivacity and wit ; the acidity of the lemon 
will very aptly figure pungency of raillery, and acri^- 
mony of cenfure ; fugar is the natural reprefentative 
of lufcious adulation and gentle complaifance ; and 
water is the proper hieroglyphick of eafy prattle, in- 
nocent aod taflelefs. 

K 4 Spirit 
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Spirit alone is too powerful for ufe. It will pr^ 
duce madnefs rather than merriment ; and inftead of 
quenching tbirft will inflame the blood. Thus wit, 
too copioufly poured out, agitates the hearer with emo- 
tions rather violent than pleafing 5 every one flirinks 
from the force of its oppreffion, the company fits 
intranced and overpowered ; all are aftonilhed, but 
nobody is pleafed. 

The acid juices give this genial liquor all its power 
of ftimulating the palate. Converfation would be- 
come dull and vapid, if negligence were not fome- 
times roufed, and fluggiihnefs quickened, by due 
feverity of reprchenfion. But acids unmixed will dif- 
tort the face and torture the palate ; and he that has 
no other qualities than penetration and afperity, he 
whofe conftant employment is detedion and cenfure, 
who looks only to find faults, and fpeaks only to 
punilhthem, will foon be dreaded, hated, and avoided. 

The taftc of fugar is generally pleafing, but it 
cannot long be eaten by itfelf. Thus meeknefs and 
courtefy will always recommend the firfl: addrefs, but 
foon pall and naufeate, unlefs they are aflTociated with 
more fprightly qualities. The chief ufe of fugar it 
to temper the tafte of other fubftat^ces ; and foftnefs 
of behaviour in the fame manner mitigates the rough- 
nefs of contradiftion, and allays the bitternefs of un» 
welcome truth. 

Water is the univerfal vehicle by which are con- 
veyed the particles neceflary to fufl:enance and growth, 
by which third is quenched, and all the wants of life 
and nature are fupplied. Thus all the bufinefs of 
the world is tranfadted by artlefs and eafy talk, nei- 
ther fublimed by fanpy, nor difcoloured by affeda* 
2 tioq^ 
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tion, without either the harfhnefs of fatire, or the 
lufcioufnefs of flattery. By this limpid vein of lan- 
guage, curiofity is gratified, and all the knowledge 
is conveyed which one man is required to impart for 
the fafety or convenience of another. Water is the 
only ingredient of puneh which can be ufed alone, 
and with which man is content till fancy has framed 
an artificial want. Thus while we only defire to 
hav^ our ignorance informed, we are moft delighted 
with the plained didion ; and it is only in the mo- 
ments of idlenefs or pride, that we call for the gra- 
tifications of wit or flattery. 

He only will pleafe long, who, by tempering the 
acid of fatire with the fugar of civility, and allaying 
the heat of wit with the frigidity of humble chat, 
can make the true punch of converfation ; and as 
that punch can be drunk in the greateft quantity 
which has the largeft proportion of water, fo that 
companion will be ofteneft welcome, whofe talk 
Ibws out with inofienfive copioufnefs, and unenvied 
injipidity. 



Numb* 
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Numb. ^S^ Saturday, December 16, 1758. 

To the IDLE R. 

Mr. Idler, 

IF it be difficult to perfuade the idle to be bufy, 
it is likewife, as experience has taught me, not 
eafy to convince the buly that it is better to be idle. 
When you Ihall defpair of ftimulating fluggilhnefs 
to motion, I hope you will turn your thoughts to- 
wards the means of flilling the buftle of pernicious 
adlivity. 

I am the unfortunate hulband of a buser of bar^ 
gains. My wife has feme where heard, that a good 
houfewife never has any thing to pur chafe when it is 
wanted. This maxim is often in her mouth, and 
always in her head. She is not one of thofe philo- 
fophical talkers that fpeculate without pradiice ; and 
learn fentences of wifdom only to repeat them ; flic 
is always making additions to her ftores •, Ihe never 
looks into a broker's Ihop, but (he fpies fomething 
that may be wanted fome time ; and it is impoffible 
to make her pafs the door ot a houfe where fhe hearg 
goods felling by au£iion. 

Whatever fhe thinks cheap, fhc holds it the duty 
of an oeconomift to buy -, in confequence of this 
maxim, wc are incumbered on every fide with ufe- 
kfs lumber. The fervants can fcarcely creep to 
their beds through the chefts and boxes that fur- 
round them. The carpenter is employed once a 

week 
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week in building clofets^ fixing cupboards, and 
fafiening (helves ; and my houfe has the appearance 
of a fliip ftored for a voyage to the colonies. 

I had often obferved that advertifements fet her 
on fire; and therefore, pretending to emulate her 
laudable frugality, I forbad the newfpaper to be 
taken any longer ; but my precaution is vain ; I 
know not by what fatality, or by what confederacy, 
every catalogue of genuine furniture comes to her 
hand, every advertifement of a newfpaper newly 
opened is in her pocket-book, and fhe knows be- 
fore any of her neighbours when the flock of any 
man leaving off trade is to be fold cheap for reaif 
fRoney. 

Such intelligence Is to my dear-one the Syren's 
fong. No engagement, no duty, no interefl, can 
withhold her from a fale, from which fhe always re- 
turns congratulating herfelf upon her dexterity at a 
bargain ; the porter lays down his burden in the 
hall ; fhe difplays her new acquifitions, and fpends 
the reft of the day in contriving where they fhall be 
put. 

As fhe cannot bear to have any thing uncomplete, 
one purchafe necefiitates another; fhe has twenty 
feather-beds more than fhe can ufe, and a late fale 
has fupplied her with a proportionable number of 
Whitney blankets, a large roll of linen for fheets, 
and five quilts for every bed, which fhe bought be- 
caufe the feller told her, that if fhe would clear his 
hands he would let her have a bargain. 

Thus by hourly •encroachments my habitation is 
made narrower and narrower ; the dining-room is fo 

crowded 
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crowded with tables, that dinner fcarcely can befervcd; 
the parlour is decorated with fo many piles of china^ 
that I dare not ftep within the door ; at every turn 
of the flairs I have a clocks and half the windows of 
the upper floors are darkened^ that fhelves may be 
fet before them. 

This, however, might be borne, if Ihe would 
' gratify her own inclinations without oppofmg mine. 
But I who am idle am luxurious, and fhe condemns 
me to live upon fait provifion. She knows the lofs 
of buying in (mall quantities, we have therefore 
whole hogs and quarters of oxen. Part of our meat 
is tainted before it is eaten, and part is thrown 
away becaufe it is fpoiled ; but flie perfifts in her 
fyftem, and will never buy any thing by fingle 
pennyworths. 

The common vice of thofe who are ftill grafping 
at more, is to negledt that which the'y already poffefs; 
but from this failing my charmer is free. It is the 
great care of her life that the pieces of beef ihould 
be boiled in the order in which they are bought; 
that the fecond bag of peafe Ihould not be opened 
till the firft are eaten; that every feather-bed ihall 
be lain on in its turn ; that the carpets (hould be 
taken out of the chefts once a month and brulhed, 
and the rolls of linen opened now and then before 
the fire. She is daily enquiring after the befl: traps 
for mice, and keeps the rooms always fcented by 
fumigations to deftroy the moths. She employs 
workmen, from time to time, to adjuft fix clocks 
that never go, and clean five jacks that ruft in the 
garret; and a woman in the next alley lives by 

fcouring 
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fcouring the brafs and pewter^ which are only laid 
up to tarnifh again. 

She is always imagining feme diftant time in 
which (he ihall ufe whatever fbe accumulates ; ihc 
has four loooking-glaffes which Ihe cannot hang up 
in her hogfe, but which will be handfome in more 
lofty rooms ; and pays rent for the place of a vgfl: 
copper in fome warehoufe, becaufe when we live ia 
the country we Ihall brew our own beer. 

Of this life I have long been weary, but know not 
how to change it ; all the married men whom I con- 
fult advife me to have patience ; but fome old 
batchelors are of opinion, that fince flie loves fales fo 
well, Ihe fhould have a fale of her own ; and I have, 
I think, refolved to open her hoards, and advertife an 
auflion. 

lam, SIR, 

Your very humble fervant, 

Peter Plenty* 



NuMBt 
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Numb. 36. Saturday, December 25, 1758, 

THE great differcRces that diilurb the peace 
of mankind are not about ends, but means. 
We have all the fame general defires, but how thofc 
dcfires Ihall be accompliflied will for ever be dif- 
puted. The ultimate purpofe of government is 
temporal, and that of religion is eternal happinefs. 
Hitherto we agree ; but here we mud part, to try, 
according i;o the endlefs varieties of paffion and un- 
derftanding combined with one another, every pof- 
fible form of government, and every imaginable te- 
net of religion. 

We are told by Qwiberland that reflitudey applied 
to adtion or contemplation, is merely metaphorical ; 
and that as a right line defcribes'the fhorteft paflagc 
from' point to point, fo a right adtidn efftdrs a good 
defign by the fevveft means ; and to likewifc a right 
opinion is that which connedts diftant truths by the 
fhorteft train of intermediate propofitions. 

To find the neareft way from truth to truth, or 
from purpofe to effedt, not to ufe more inftruments 
where fewer will be fufficient, not to move by wheels 
and levers what will give way to the naked hand, is 
the great proof of a healthful and vigorous mind, 
neither feeble with helplefs ignorance, nor over- 
burdened with unwieldy knowledge. 

But there are men who feem to think nothing fo 
much the charafteriftick of a genius, as to do com- 
mon things in an uncommon manner j like Hudibras^ 

to 
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to tell the clock by algebra ; or like the lady in Dn 
Toung^s fatires, to drink tea by firatagem ; to quit the 
beaten track only becaufe it is known, and take a 
new path, however crooked or rough, becaufe the 
ftrait was found out before. 

Every man fpeaks and writes with intent to be 
underftood ; and it can feldom happen but he that 
underftands himfelf might convey his notions to an- 
other, if, content to be underftood, he did not feek 
to be admired ; bat when once he begins to contrive 
how his fcntiments may be received, not with moft 
cafe to his reader, but with moft advantage to him- 
felf, he then transfers his confideration from words 
to founds, from fentences to periods, and as he grows 
more elegant becomes lefs intelligible. 

It is difficult to enumerate every fpecies of authors 
nvhofe labours counteract themfelves; the man of 
exuberance and copioufnefs, who diffufes every 
thought through fo many diverfities of expreffion, 
that it is loft like water in amift; the ponderous 
dictator of fentences, whofe notions are delivered in 
the lump, and are, like uncoined bullion, of more 
weight than ufe ; the liberal illuftrator, who Ihews 
by examples and comparifons what was clearly feen 
when it was firft propofed ; and the ftately fon of de- 
monftration, who proves with mathematical formality 
what no man has yet pretended to doubt. 

There is a mode of ftyle for which I know not 
that the mafters of oratory have yet found a name •, a 
ftyle by which the molt evident truths are fo ob- 
fcured, that they can no longer be perceived, and 
the moft familiar propofitions fo difguifed that they 
cannot be known. Every other kind of eloquence 
. 4 is 
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h the drefs of fenfe ; but this is the malk by which 
a true mailer of his art will To efiedtually conceal it, 
that a man will as eaiily miftake his own pofiti^ns, 
if he meets them thus transformed^ as he may pafi 
in a mafquerade his neareft acquaintance. 

This ftyle may be called the terrifick^ for its chief 
intention is to terrify and amaze \ it may be termed 
the 'repulfive^ for its natural effe<5t is to drive away 
^e reader; or it may be diftinguilhed^ in plain 
Englijb^ by the denomination of the bugbear Jiyle^ for 
It has more terror than danger, and will appear left 
formidable as it is more nearly approached. 

A mother tells her infant, that two and two maki 
four I the child remembers the propofition, and is 
able to count four to all the purpofes of life, till the 
courfe of his education brings him among pfailofo- 
phers, who fright him from his former knowledge, 
by telling him, that four is a certain aggregate of 
units ; that all numbers being only the repetition of 
an unit, which, though not a number itfelf, is the 
parent, root, or original of ail number, four is the 
denomination affigned to a certain number of fuch 
repetitions. The only danger is, left, when he firfl: 
hears thefe dreadful founds, the pupil Ihould rua 
away ; if he has but the courage to ftay till the con^ 
clufion, he will find that, when fpeculation has done 
its worft, two and two ftill make four. 

An illuftrious example of this fpecles of eloquence 
may be found in Letters concerning Mind. The au*- 
thor begins by declaring, that the forts of things are 
things that now are^ have beeriy and Jhall be^ and the 
thirgs thatflriStly are. In this pofition, except the 
laft claufe, in which he ufes fomething of the 

fcholaftick 
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fcbolaflick language, there is nothing but what every 
man has heard and imagines himfelf to know. But 
who would not believe that fome wonderful novelty 
is prefented to his intellect, when he is afterwards 
told, in the true bugbear ftyle, that the ares, in the 
former fenfe^ are things that lie between the have-beens 
and Ihall-bes. The have-beens are things that are 
faftl the Ihall-bes are things that are to come; and the 
things that are, in the latter fenfe, are things that 
have not been, norjhallbe, norland in the mic0offucb 
as are before them, or Jhall be after them. The things 
that have been, and Jhall be, have refpeS to prefent^ 
pqfi, and future. Thofe likewife that now are have 
moreover place \ that, for inftance, which is here, that 
which is to the eaji^ that which is to the wejl. 

All this, my dear reader, is vety ftrange ; but 
though it be ftrange, it is not new; furvey thefe 
wonderful fentences again, and they will be found to 
contain nothing more than very plain truths, which 
till this Author arofe had always been delivered in 
plain language* 
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Numb, 37. Saturday, December ^o^ 1758^ 



THOSE who are fkilled in the extradlion and 
preparation of metals, declare, that iron is 
every where to be found •, and that not only its pro- 
per ore is copioufly treafured in the caverns of the 
earth, but that its particles are difpcrfed throughout 
all other bodies. 

If the extent of the human view could compre- 
hend the whole frame of the univerfe, I believe it 
would be found invariably true, that Providence has 
given that in greateft plenty, which the condition of 
life makes of greateft ufe; and that nothing is pe- 
nurioufly imparted or placed far from the reach of 
man, of which a more liberal diftribution, or more 
eafy acquifition, would increafe real and rational fe- 
licity. 

Iron is common, and gold is rare* Iron contributes 
fo much to fupply the wants of nature, that its ufc 
conftitutes much of the difference between favage and 
polifhed life, between the ftate of him that flumbers 
in European palaces, and him that fheltcrs himfelf in 
the cavities of a rock from the chilnefs of the night, 
or the violence of the ftorm. Gold can never be 
hardened into faws or axes ; it can neither furnifh 
inftruments of manufacture, utenfils of agriculture, 
nor weapons of defence ; its only quality is to 

fliinc. 



N- 37* T H E I D L E R. 147 

ihine^ and the value of its luftre arifes from its 
fcarcity. 

Throughout the whole circle, both of natural 
and moral life, neceffaries arc as iron, and fuperflui* 
ties as gold. What we really need we may readily 
obtain; fo readily, that far the ;;reater part of man* 
kind has, in the wantonnefs of abundance, confound- 
ed natural with artificial defires, and invented ne- 
ceffities for the fake of employment, becaufe the 
mind is impatient of inadion, and life is fuftained 
with fo little labour, that the tedioufnefs of idle time 
cannot other wife be fupported. 

Thus plenty is the original caufe of many of our 
needs ; and even the poverty, which is fo frequent 
and diftrefsful in civilized nations, proceeds often 
from that change of manners which opulence has 
produced. Nature makes us poor only when we 
want neceffaries ; but cuftom gives the name of po- 
verty to the want of fuperfluities. 

When Socrates paffed through fhops of toys and 
ornaments, he cried out. How many ihivgs are here 
.which I do not need! And the fame exclamation may 
every man make who furveys the common accommo- 
dations of life. 

Superfluity and difficulty begin together. To 
drefs food for the ftomach is eafy, the art is to 
irritate the palate when the ftomach is fufficed. A 
rude hand may build walls, form roofs, and lay 
floors, and provide all that warmth and fccurity re- 
quire; we only call the nicer artificers to carve the 
cornice, or to paint the cielings. Such drefs as may 
enable the body to endure the different feafons, the 

L 2 molt 
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moft unenlightened nations have been able to pro- 
cure ; but the work of fcience begins in the am- 
bition of diftjn£lion, in variations of fafliion, and 
emulation of elegance. Corn grows with eafy cuU 
ture ; the gardener's experiments are only employed 
to exalt the flavours of fruits, and brighten the co- 
lours of flowers. 

Even of knowledge, thofe parts are moft eafy 
which are generally ncceflary. The intercoutfe 
of fociety is maintained without the elegances of 
language. Figures, criticifbs, and refinements, 
arc the work of thofe whom idlenefs makes weary 
of themfclves* The commerce of the world is 
carried on by eafy methods of computation» 
Subtilty and ftudy are required only when quef- 
tions are invented merely to puzzle, and calcula- 
tions are extended to (hew the fkill of the calcu* 
laton The light of the fun is equally beneficial 
to him whofe eyes tells him that k moves, and 
to him whofe reafon perfuades him that it ftands 
Hill ; and plants grow with the fame luxuriance, 
whether we fuppofe earth or water the parent of ve- 
getation. ■ 

If we raife our thoughts to nobler enquiries, we 
Ihall ftill find faciliey concurring with ufefulnefs. 
No man needs ftay to be virtuous till the moralifla 
have determined the eflence of virtue ; our duty is 
made apparent by its proximate confequences, 
though the general and ultimate reafon fhould never 
be difcovered. Religion may regulate the life of 
him to whom the Scatijs and Thomifts are alike un- 
known ; and the affertors of face and free-will, how- 
ever 
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ever difTcrent in their talk^ agree to aft in the fame 
manner. 

It is not my intention to depreciate the politer 
arts or abftrufer ftadies. That curiofity which al- 
ways fucceeds eafe and plenty, was undoubtedly 
given us as a proof of capacity which our prefent 
flate is not able to fill, as a preparative for fome 
better mode of eidflencey which ihall fornifh em- 
ployment for the whole foul, and where pleafure 
floU be adequate to our powers of fruition. In the 
meao time, let us gratefully acknowledge that good* 
nefs which grants us eafe at a cheap rate, which 
changee the feaibns where the nature of heat and cold 
has not been yet examined, and gives the viciffitudes 
of day and night to thofe who never marked the tro« 
j^icks, (X numbered the confiellations. 
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Numb. 38. Saturday, January 6, 1759. 

SINCE the publication of the letter concerning 
the condition of thofe who are confined in 
gaols by their creditors, an enquiry is faid to have 
been made, by which it appears that more than 
twenty thoufand * are at this time prifoners for 
debt. 

We often look with indifference on the fucceffive 
parts of that, which, if the whole were feen toge- 
ther, would Ihake us with emotion. A debtor is 
dragged to prifon, pitied for a moment, and then 
forgotten; another follows him, and is loft alike in 
the caverns of oblivion; but when the whole mafs 
of calamity rifes up at once, when twenty thoufand 
reafonable beings are heard all groaning in un- 
necelfary mifery, net by the infirmity of nature, 
but the miftake or negligence of policy, who can 
forbear to pity and lament, to wonder and ab- 
hor ! 

There is here no need of declamatory vehemence; 
wx live in an age of commerce and computation ; 
let us therefore coolly enquire what is the fum of 
evil which the imprifonment of debtors brings upon 
our country. 

It fcems to be the opinion of the later computifts, 
that the inhabitants of England do not exceed fix 

* This niiniber was at that time confidently publifted ; but the 
author has fiace found reafon to quelUon the calculation. 

millions. 
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millions, of which twenty thoufand is the three- 
hundredth part. What Ihall we fay of the humanity 
or the wifdom of a nation, that voluntarily facri- 
fices one in every three hundred to lingering de- 
ftrudtion ! 

The misfortunes of an individual do not extenl 
their influence to many; yet if we confider the ef- 
fcds of confanguinity and friendfliip, and the ge- 
neral reciprocation of wants and benefits, which 
make one man dear or neceflary to another, it may 
rcafonably be fuppofed, that every man languiffiing 
ifl prifon gives trouble of feme kind to two others 
who love or need him. By this multiplication of 
mifery we fee diftrefs extended to the hundredth part 
of the whole fociety. 

If we eftimate at a fhilling a day what is lofl 
by the inadion and confumed in the fupport of each 
roan thus chained down to involuntary idlenefs, the 
publick lofs will rife in one year to three hundred 
thoufand pounds; in ten years to more than a fixth 
part of our circulating coin. 

I am afraid that thofe who are beft acquainted 
with the ftate of our prifons, will confefs that my 
cpnjefture is too near the truth, when I fuppofe that 
the corrofion of refentment, the heavinefs of forrowj 
the corruption of confined air, the want of exercife, 
and fometimes of food, the contagion of difeafes, 
from which there is no retreat, and the feverity of 
tyrants, againft whom there can be no refiftance, 
and all the complicated horrors of a prifon, put an 
end every year to the life of one in four of thofe 
that are ihut up from the common comforts of 
human life; 

L 4 Thus 
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Thus, ptxiih yearly five thoufand men, overborni 
with forrow, confumed by famine, or putrified by 
filth ; many of them in the moft vigorous and ufeful 
part of life ; for the thoughtlefs and imprudent are 
commonly young, and the a^Sive and bufy are fcl-. 
dofii old. 

According to the rule generally received, which* 
fuppofes that one in thirty dies yearly, the race of 
man may be faid to be renewed at the end of thirty 
years. Who would have believed till now, that of 
every Englijb generation, an hundred and fifty thou- 
fand perilh in our gaols! that in every century, a na- 
tion eminent for fcience, ftudious of commerce, am- 
bitious of empire, fliould willingly lofe, in noifome 
dungeons, five hundred thoufand of its inhabitants; 
a number greater than has ever been deftroyed in the 
fame time by the peftilence and fword ! 

A very late occurrence may (hew us the value of 
the number which we thus condemn to be ufelefs ; iq 
the re-eftablifhment of the trained bands, twenty 
thoufand are confidered as a force fufiicient agatnft 
all exigencies. While, therefore, we detain twenty 
thoufand in prifon, we Ihut up in darknefs and ufe- 
leflhefs two-thirds of an army which ourfelves judge 
equal to the defence of our country. 

The monaftick inftitutions have been often blamed, 
as tending to retard the increafe of mankind. And 
perhaps retirement ought rarely to be permitted, ex- 
cept to thofe whofe employment is confident with 
abftradion, and who, though folitary, will not be 
idle; to thofe whom infirmity makes ufelefs to the 
commonwealth, or to thofe who have paid their due 
proportion to fociety, and who, having lived for 

others. 
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others^ may be honourably difmiffcd to live for them- 
felves. But whatever be the evil or the folly of thefc 
retreats, thofe have no right to cenfure them whofe 
prifons contain greater numbers than the monafteries 
of other countries. It is, furely, lefs foolilb and lefs 
criminal to permit inadkion than compel it ; to com- 
ply with doubtful opinions of happinefs, than con- 
demn to certain and apparent mifery; to indulge the 
extravagances of erroneous piety, than to multiply 
and enforce temptations to wickednefs. 

The mifery of gaols is not half their evil : they 
are filled with every corruption which poverty and 
wickednefs can generate between them ; with all the 
fliamelefs and profligate enormities that can be pro- 
duced by the impudence of ignominy, the rage of 
want, and the malignity of defpair. In a prifon the 
awe of the publick eye is loft, and the power of the 
law is fpent ; there are few fears, there are no 
bluflies. The lewd inflame the lewd, the audacious 
harden the audacious. Every one fortifies himfelf 
as he can againft his own fenfibility, endeavours to 
pradife on others the arts which are pradifed on 
himfelf; and gains the kindnefs of his aflbciates by 
fimilitude of manners. 

Thus fome fink amidft their mifery, and others 
furvive only to propagate villainy. It may be 
hoped, that our lawgivers will at length take away 
from us this power of ftarving and depraving one an- 
other; but, if there be any reafon why this inveterate 
evil (hould not be removed in our age, which true 
policy has enlightened beyond any former time, let 
thofe, whofe writings form the opinions and the 
praftices of their contemporaries, endeavour to 

transfer 
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transfer the reproach of fuch imprifonment from the 
debtor to the creditor, till univerfal infamy Ihall 
purfue the wretch whofe wantonnefs of power, or 
revenge of difappointment, condemns another to 
torture and to ruin; till he Ihall be hunted through 
the world as an enemy to man, and find in riches no 
ffielter from contempt. 

Surely, he whofe debtor has periftied in prifon, 
although he may acquit himfelf of deliberate murder, 
fnuft at leaft have his mind clouded with difcontcnt, 
when he confiders hoW much another has fufFered 
from him ; when he thinks on the wife bewailing 
herhulband, or the children begging the bread which 
their father would have earned. If there are any 
made fo obdurate by avarice or cruelty, as to revolve 
thefe confequences without dread or pity, I muft 
leave them to be awakened by fome other power, fojr 
I write only to human beings. 



Numb. 
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Numb. 39. Saturday, January 13, 1759^ 

To the IDLE R, 

SIR, 

AS none look more diligently about them than 
thofe who have nothing to do, or who do no- 
thing, 1 fuppofe it has. not efcaped your obfervation, 
that the bracelet, or ornament of great antiquity, 
has been for fome years revived among the Englijh 
ladies* 

The genius of our nation. is faid, I know not for 
what reafon, to appear rather in improvement than 
invention. The bracelet was known in the earlieft 
ages; but it was formerly only a hoop of gold, or a 
clufter of jewels, and (hewed nothing but the wealth 
or vanity of the wearer, till our ladies, by carrying 
pi6:ures on their wrifls, made their ornaments works 
of fancy and exercifes of judgement. 

This addition of art to luxury is one of the innu- 
numerable proofs that mijght be given of the late in- 
creafe of female erudition; and I have often congra- 
tulated myfelf that my life has happened at a time 
when thofe,.. on whom fo much of human felicity de- 
pends, have learned to think as well ^§ fpeak, and 
when refpedt takes pdffeflion of the ear, while love 
is entering at the eye. 

I have obferved, that, even by the fufFrages of their 
own fex, thofe ladies are accounted wifeft, who do 
pot yet difdain to be taught \ and therefore I ihall 

offer 
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offer a few hints for the completion of the bracelet, 
without any dread of the fate of Orpheus. 

To the ladies who wear the pidtures of their hufr 
bands or children, or any other relations, I am 
offer nothing more decent or more proper. It is 
reafonable to believe that Ihe intends at lead to per« 
form her duty, who carries a perpetual excitement to 
recoUedion and caution, whofe own ornaments muft 
upbraid her with every failure, and who, by an open 
violation of her engagements, mull for ever foifeit 
her bracelet. 

Yet I know not whether it is the intcreft of the 
hufband to folicit very earneftly a place on the brace- 
let. If his image be not in the heart, it is of fmall 
avail to hang it on the hand. A hufband encircled 
with diamonds and rubies may gain fome efteem, but 
will never excite love. He that thinks himfelf molt 
fecure of his wife, fliould be fearful of perfecuting 
her continually with his prefcnce. The joy of life 
is variety ; the tendereft love requires to be rekindled 
by intervals of abfence; and Fidelity herfelf will be 
wearied with transferring her eye only from the fame 
man to the fame pifture. 

In many countries the condition of every woman 
is known by her drefs. Marriage is rewarded with 
fome honourable diflinftion, which celibacy is for- 
bidden to ufurp. Some fuch information a bracelet 
might afford. The ladies might enroll themfelves 
in diftinft claffes, and carry in open view the em- 
blems of their order. The bracelet of the authorefs 
may exhibit the Mufes in a grove of laurel; the 
houfewife may (hew Penelope with her web ; the vo* 
trefs of a fingle life may carry Urfula with her troop 
X of 
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^ of virgins i the gamefter may have Fortune with her 

wheel; and thofe women ihal have nocbara^r at all 
may difplay a field of white enamel^ as imploring 
help to fill up the vacuity. 
^ \ There » a fet of ladies who have outlived mod 

animal pleafures^ and^ having nothing rational to put 
^ in their place^ fc^ace with cards the lofs of what time 

^ has taken away, and the want of what wifdom, hav- 

^ ing never been courted^ has never given. For thefc 

* I know not how to provide a proper decoration. 

They cannot be numbered among the gamefters ; for 
though they are always at play, they play for nothing, 
and never rife to the dignity of hazard or the repu- 
tation of ftill. They neither love nor are loved, 
and cannot be fuppofed to contemplate any human 
image with delight. Yet, though they defpair to 
pleafe, they always wifli to be fine, and therefore 
cannot be without a bracelet. To this fidcrhood I 
can recommend nothing more likely to pleafe theai 
than the king of clubs, a perfonage very comely and 
majeftick, who will never meet their eyes without re- 
viving the thought of fome paft or future party, and 
who may be difplayed in the ad: of dealing with 
grace and propriety. 

But the bracelet which might be moft eafily intro- 
duced into general ufe is a fmall convex mirror, in 
which the lady may fee herfelf whenever fhe Ihall 
lift her hand. This will be a perpetual fource of 
delight* Other ornaments are of ufe only in pub- 
lick, but this will furnifh gratifications to folitude. 
This will (hew a face that muft always pleafe ; Ihc 
who is followed by admirers will carry about her a 
perpetual juftification of the publick voice; and flie 

who 
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who pafles without notice may appeal from preju- 
dice to her own eyes. 

But I know not why the privilege of the bracelet 
fliould be confined to women ; it was in former ages 
worn by heroes in battle ; and as modern foldiers are 
always diftinguiihed by fplendour of drefs, I ihould 
rejoice to fee the bracelet added to the cockade. 

In hope of this ornamental innovation, I have fpent 
fome thoughts upon military bracelets. There is 
nopaffionmore heroick than love ; and therefore! 
fliould be glad to fee the fons of England marching 
in the field, every man with the pidture of a woman 
of honour bound upon his hand. But fince in the 
army, as every where elfe, there will always be men 
who love nobody but themfelves, or whom no wo* 
man of honour will permit to love her, there is a ne- 
ceffity of fome other diftindtions and devices. 

I have read of a prince who, having loft a town, 
ordered the name of it to be every morning fliouted 
in his ear till it Ihould be recovered. For the fame 
purpofe I think the profpedl of Minorca might be 
properly worn on the hands of fome of our generals : 
others might delight their countrymen, and dignify 
themfelves, with a view of Rochfort as it appeared to 
them at fea : and thofe that (hall return from the 
conqueft of Jmerica, may exhibit the warehoufe of 
FrontenaCy with an infcription denoting, that it was 
taken in lefs than three years by lefs than twenty^ 
thoufand men. 

I am, SI R, &c. 

Tom Toy. 

Numb. 
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NuM^. 40. Saturday, yj««^ry 20, 1759. 

THE pradice of appending to the narratives 
of publick tranfadions more minute and do* 
meftick intelligence, and filling the newfpapcrs with 
advertifements, has grown up by flow degrees to its 
prefent (late. 

Genius is Ihewn only by invention. The man 
who firft took advantage of the general curiofity that 
was excited by a fiege or battle, to betray the readers 
of news into the knowledge of the (hop where the 
beft puffs and powder were to be fold, was undoubt- 
edly a man of great fagacity, and profound ikill in 
the nature of man. But when he had once fliewn 
the way, it was eafy to follow him ; and every man 
now knows a ready method of informing the publick 
of all that he defiresto buy or fell, whether his wares 
be material or intelledual; whether he makes clothes, 
or teaches the mathematicks; whether he be a tutor 
that wants a pupil, or a pupil that wants a tutor. 

Whatever is common is defpifed. Advertifements 
are now fo numerous that they are very negligently 
perufed, and it is therefore becomes neceffary to gain 
attention by magnificence of promifes, and by elo- 
•quence fometimes fublime and fometimes pathetick. 

Promife, large promife, is the foul of an advertife- 
ment. I remember a wajlo-ball that had a quality 
truly wonderful — it gave an exqmfite edge ta the razor. 
And there are now to be fold, for ready money only^ 
•feme duvets for bed-cover 'oigs^ of dcivn^ beyond coin- 
2 parifon 
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parifon fuperior to what is called otter- down, and in- 
deed fuch, that its many excellences cannot be here fet 
forth. With one excellence we are made acqu-.inted-— 
// is warmer than four or Jive blankets ^ and lighter than 
cne. 

There are fome, however, that know the preju^ 
dice of mankind in favour of modeft finceritjr. The 
vender of the beautifying fluid fells a lotion that re- 
pels pimples, walhes away freckles, fmooths the 
ikin, and plumps the flefh ; and yet, with a gene« 
rous abhorrence of oftentation, confeiles, that it will 
not reftore the bloom of fifteen to a lady of fifty i 

The true pathos of advertifements mud have funk 
deep into the heart of every man that remembers the 
zeal Ihewn by the feller of the anodyne necklace^ fot 
the eafe and fafety of poor toothing infants, and the 
afFedtion with which he warned every mother, that 
fhe would never forgive herjelf if her infant ihould 
pcriih without a necklace. 

I cannot but remark to the celebrated author who 
gave, in his notifications of the camel and drome» 
dary, fo many fpecimens of the genuine fublime, that 
there is now arrived another fubject yet more worthy 
of his pen. A famous Mohawk Indian warrior y who 
took Diefkaw the French general prifoner^ dreffed in the 
fame manner with the native Indians when they go to 
war, with bis face and body painted, with his fcalping* 
knife, tcm-ax, and all other implements of war! aftgbt 
worthy the curiojity of every true Briton ! This is a 
very powerful defcription ; but a critick of great re- 
finement would fay, that it conveys rather horror znd 
terror. An Indian, dreffed as he goes to war, may 
bring company together; but if he carries the fcalp- 

ing 
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kig knife and tom-ax, there are many true Britons 
that will never be perfuaded to fee him but through' 
a grate. 

It has been remarked by the feverfer judges, that 
the falutary forrow of tragick fcencs is too foon ef- 
faced by the merriment of the epilogue ; the fame 
inconvenience arifes from the improper difpofition 
of advertifements. The noblefl objeds may be fo 
aflbciated as to be made ridiculous* The camel and 
dromedary themfelves might have loft much of their 
dignity between thf true flower of mujlard and the 
efiginal 'Daffy's elixir ; and I could not but feel fome 
mdignation when I found this illuftrious Indian war- 
rior immediately fucceeded by a frejb parcel of Du^^ 
Un butter 4 

The trade of advettifing is now fo near to perfec* 
tion, that it is not eafy to propofe any improvement* 
But as every art ought to be exercifed in due fubor- 
dination to the publick good, I cannot but propofe 
it as a moral queftion to thefe matters of the publick 
ear. Whether they do not fometimes play too wan-» 
tonly with our paffions, as when the regiftrar of lot* 
tery tickets invites us to his (hop by an account of 
the prize which he fcld laft year ; and whether the 
advertifing controvertifts do not indulge afperity of 
language without any adequate provocation ; as in 
the difpute 2Lh&\xt ftraps for razors^ now happily fub- 
fided^ and in the altercation which at prefent fubfifts 
concerning eau de luce. 

In an advertifement it is allowed to eVety than to 
ip^ak well of himfelf, but I know not why he fliould 
aflume the privilege of cenfuring his neighbour. He 

Vol, VIL M may 
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may proclaim his own virtue or (kill, but ought not 
to exclude others from the fame pretenfions. 

Every man that advertifes bis own excellence 
fhould write with fome confcioufnefs of a charafter 
which dares to call the attention of the publick. He 
ihould remember that his name is to ftand in the fame 
paper with thofe of the king of Pruffia and the etn* 
peror of Germany^ and endeavour to make himfelf 
worthy of fuch aflbciation. 

Some regard is likewife to be paid to pofterity. 
There are men of diligence and curiofity who trca- 
fore up the papers of the day merely becaufe others 
negleft them, and in time they will be fcarce. When 
thefe collections (hall be read in another century, 
how will numbcrlefs contradiftions be reconciled? 
and how ihall fame be poflSbly diftributed among the 
taylors and boddice-makers of the prefent age ? 

Surely thefe things deferve confiderarion. It is 
enough for me to have hinted my defire that thefe 
abufes may be rectified ; but fuch is the ftate of na- 
ture, that what all have the right of doing, many will 
attempt without fufficient care or due qualifications; 
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Numb. 41. Saturday, January 27, 1759. 

THE following letter relates to an affliftion 
perhaps not neceffary to be imparted to the 
I publick ; but I could not perfuadc myfelf to fup- 
I prefs it, becaufe I think I know the fentiments to be 
^' I fincere, and I feel no difpofition to provide for thb 

day any other entertaiment. 
en 

*® Ai tu quifquh eris^ mz/eri qui crutia poet a 

€lreeliikriijietufufieradigna tuo^ 
d ? Hetcpofltema iihifofitntli caufa^J!uafqu€ 

"C Ltnh invjfettfr miaqut titor/qm gr^du* 

fj Mr. Inii^EJi, 

fc TIiJOtwithstankiiig the warnings of philofophera^ 
a- ^ and the daily examples of lofles'and misfor- 
rl] timts which life forces upon our obfi^rvacion, fuch is 
s. the abforption of our thoughts in the buiinefs of the 
prefent day, fuch the refignation of our reafon to 
empty hop«5 of future felicity, or fuch our unwilling- 
nefs to forefee what we dread, that every calamity 
comes fuddenly upon us, and not. only prefles us as 
a bucthen,,faut crulhes as a blow. 

There ace: evils which happen out of the common 
courfe of nature, againft which it is no reproach not 
to he provided. A fiafli of lightning intercepts the 
traveller in his way. The concuffion of an earth- 
quake heapa the ruins of cities upon their inhabit- 
ants. But other miferies time brings, though filently 

M2 yet 
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yet vifibly, forward by its even lapfe, which yet ap- 
proach us unfecn becaufe we tumour eyes away, and 
feize us unrefifted becaufe we could not arm ouifelvcs i 
againft them but by fectL.g them before us. i 

That it is vain to {brink from what cannot be 
^voided, and to hide th^it from ourfelves which muft 
fame time be hxind, is a truth which we all know, 
but which all nrgledv and perhaps none more than 
the fpeculative rcaloner, whole thoughts are alwayf j 
from home, whofeeye wanders over lite, whofefancyj 
dances after meteors of happinefs kindled by itfelfJ 
and who examines every thing rather than his owii| 
flate. 

Nothing Is more evident than that the decays of 
age mutt terminate in death ; yet there is no man, 
fays Tullyt who docs not believe that he may yet live 
another year ; and there is none who does not, upon 
the fame principle, hope another year for his parent 
or his friend ; but the fallacy wilt be in time deteft- 
ed ; the la ft' year, the laft day, mufl come. It has 
come, and is pad. The life which made my own 
life pleafant is at an end, and the gates of death are 
Ihutupon my profpefts, 'fM 

The lofs of a friend upon whom the heart was 
fixedj to whom every with and endeavour tended, is 
aftate of dreary defolation, in which the mind looks 
abroad impatient of itfelf, and finds nothing but 
emptinefs and horror^ The blamelefs life, the art- 
lefs tendernefs, the pious fimplicity, the modefl re- 
fignation, the patient ficknefs, and the quiet death, 
are remembered only to add value to the lofs, to ag^ 
gravate regret for what cannot be amended^ to deepen 
iof row for what caatiot be recalled, 

Tbcfe. 
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Thefe arc the calamities by which Providence gra- 
dually difengages us from the love of life. Other eviU 
ibrticude may repel, or hope may mitigate ; but irre* 
parable privation leaves nothing to exercife refolution 
or flatter expedtation. The dead cannot return, and 
nothing is left us here but languifhment and grief. 

Yetfuch is the courfe of nature, that whoever lives 
long mud outlive thofe whom he loves and honours. 
Such is the condition of our prefent exiftence, that 
life muft one time lofe its affociations, and every in- 
habitant of the earth muft walk downward to the 
|;rave alone and unregarded, without any partner of 
his joy or grief, without any interefted witnefs of his 
misfortunes or fuccefs. 

Misfortune, indeed, he may yet feel ; for where is 
the bottom of the mifery of man ? But what is fuc- . 
ccfs to him that has none to enjoy it ? Happinefs is 
not found in felf-contemplation; it is perceived only 
when it is refle&ed from another. 

Wc know little of the ftate of departed fouls, be- . 
cajifc fuch knowledge is not neceflary to a good life. 
Reafon deferts us at the brink of the grave, and can 
give no further intelligence. Revelation is not wholly 
filent. There is joy in the angels of Heaven over one 
Bnner that repenteth ; and furely this joy is not in- 
communicable to fouls difentangled from the body, 
and made like angels. 

Let hope therefore diftate, what revelation does 
not confute, that the union of fouls may dill re« 
main ; and that we who are ftruggling with fin, for- 
roiv, aad infirmities, may have our part in the atten- 
tion and kindnefs of thofe who have fiuiihed their 
courfe, and are now receiving their reward. 

M 3 Thefe 
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Thefe arc the great occafions which force the miod 
to take refuge in religion : when we have no help in 
curfelves^ what can remain but that we look up to a 
higher and a greater Power ? and to what hope may 
we not raife our eyes and hearts, when we confider 
that the grcateft Power is the best ? 

Surely there is no man who, thus affliAed, does not 
feek fuccour in the go/pel, which has brought life and 
immortalUy to light. The precepts of Epicurus^ who 
teaches us to endure what the laws of the univerfe 
make nccrflary, may filence, but not content us. 
The didates of Zeno^ who commands us to look 
with indifference on external things, may difpofe us 
to conceal our forrow, but cannot affuage it. Real 
alleviation of the lofs of friends, and rational tran- 
quillity in the profpe<ft of our own diffolution, can 
be received only from the promifes of Him in whofe 
hands are life and death, and from the affurance of 
another and better ftate, in which all tears will be 
wiped from the eyes, and the whole foul Ihall be 
filled with joy. Philofophy may infufe ftubbora* 
©eft, but Religion only can give patience, 

I am, &c« 
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Numb. 42. Saturday, February 3, 1759. 

TH E fiibjed of the following letter is not wholly 
unmentioned by the Rambler. The Spec- 
tator has alfo a letter containing a cafe not much 
djifferent. I hope my correfpondent's performance 
is more an effort of genius, than effufion of the paf* 
fions ; and that fhe hath rather attempted to paint 
ibme poiCble diftrefs, than really feels the evils 
which ihe has defcribed. 

To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

npHERE is a caufe of mifery, which, though 
'*' certainly known both to you and your prede- 
tcflbrs, has been little taken notice of in your pa- 
pers • I mean the fnares that the bad behaviour of 
parents extends over the paths of life which their 
children are to tread after them ; and as I make no 
doubt but the Idler holds the fliield for virtue, as 
well as the glafs for folly, that he will employ his 
leifure hours as much to his own fatisfaftion in warn- 
ing his readers again ft a danger, as in laughing them 
out of a fafhion : for this reafon I am tempted to 
afk admittance for my ftory in your paper, though it 
has nothing to recommend it but truth, and the ho- 
hfcft wifh of warning others to ihun the track which 
I am afraid may lead me at laft to ruin. 

M 4 I am 
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J am the child of a father, who, having always 
lived in one fpot in the country where he was born, 
and having had no genteel education himfelf, 
thought no qualifications in the world defirable but 
as they led up to fortune, and no learning neceflary 
to happinefs but fuch as might mod effedually tes^h' 
me to make the beft market of myfelf : I was un- 
fortunately born a beauty, to a full fcnfe of which 
my father took care to flatter me ; and having, when 
very young, put me to a fchool in the country, af- 
terwards tranfplanted me to another in town, at 
the inftigation of his friends, where his ill-judged 
fondnefs let me remain no longer than to learn jyft 
enough experience to convince me of the fordidneft 
of his views, to give me an idea of perfedions which 
my prefent fituation will never fuffer me to reach, 
and to teach me fufficient morals to dare to defpife 
what is bad, though it be in a father. 

Thus equipped (as he thought completely) for 
life, I was carried back into the country, and livc4 
with him and my mother in a fmall village, withia 
a few miles of the county-town; where I mixed, 
at firft with reluctance, among company which, 
though I never defpifed, I could not approve, a$ 
they were brought up with other inclinations, and 
narrower views than my own. My father took 
great pains to Ihew me every where, both at his owa 
houfe, and at fuch publick diverfions as the 
country afforded : he frequently told the people 
all he had was for his daughter; took ca,re tQ 
repe?it the civilities I had received from all hi? 
fnen^s in London i told hpw much I was admired, 

9n4 
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and all his little ambition could fuggefl: to fet me in 
a ftronger light. 

Thus have I continued tricked out for fale, as I 
may call it, and doomed, by parental authority, to 
a flate little better than that of profiitution. I look 
on myfelf as growing cheaper every hour, and am 
iofing all that honefl pride, that modeft confidence, 
in which the virgin dignity confifts. Nor does my 
misfortune (lop here i though many would be too 
generous to impute the follies of a father to a child 
whofe heart has fet her above them; yet I am afraid 
the mod charitable of them will hardly think it 
poffible for me to be a daily fpedatrefs of his vices 
without tacitly allowing them, and at laft corifent- 
bg to them, as the eye of the frighted infant is, by 
jdegrees, reconciled to the darknefs of which at £rft 
jt was afraid. It is a common opinion, he himfelf 
muftvery well know, that vices, like difeafes, are 
often hereditary; and that the property of the one is 
to infcd the manners, as the other poifons the fprings, 
of life. 

Yet this, though bad, is not the worft; my fa* 
thcr deceives himfelf the hopes of the very child he 
has brought into the world; he fuffcrs his houfe to 
be the feat of drunkennefs, riot, and irrcligion; 
who feduces, almoft in my fight, the menial fervant, 
converfes with the proftitute, and corrupts the 
wife! Thus I, who from my earlieft dawn of reafon 
was taught to think that at my approach every eye 
fparkled with pleafure, or was dejefteid as confcious 
of fuperior charms, am excluded from fociety, 
through fear left I (hould partake, if not of my 
f9ther'3 crimes, at leaft pf hi$ reproach. Is a 
S parent. 
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parent^ who is fo little felicitous for the welfare of 
a child, better than a pirate who turns a wretch 
tdrift in a boat at fea, without a fiar to fteer by, 
or an anchor to hold it faft? Am I not to lay all 
my miferies at thofe doors which ought to have 
opened only for my protedtion ? And if doomed to 
add at laft one more to the number of thofe wretches 
whom neither the world nor its law befriends, may 
] not jullly fay that I have been awed by a parent 
into ruin? But though a parent's power is fcreened 
from infult and violation by the very words dF 
heaven, yet furfely no laws, divine or human, forbid 
me to remove myfelf from the malignant (hade of 
a plant that poifons all around it, blafts the bloom 
of youth, checks its improvements, and makes all 
its flowrets fade : but to whom can the wretched, 
can the dependant fly? For me to fly a father's 
houfe, is to be a beggar: I have only one com- 
forter amidfl: my anxieties, a pious relation, who 
bids me appeal to heaven for a witnefs to my juft 
intentions, fly as a deferred wretch to its proteSioh; 
and, being alked who my father is, point, like 
the antient philofopher, with my finger to the 
heavens. 

The hope in which I write this, is, that yoti will 
give it a place in your paper; and, as your efl'^ys 
fomctimes find their way into the country, that my 
father may read my ftory there; and, if not for his 
own fake, yet for mine, fpare to perpetuate that 
word of calamities to me. the lofs of charafter, 
from which all his difltmulation has not been abte 
to refcue himfelf* Tell the world. Sir, that it is 
poffible for virtue to keep its throne unlhaken with- 
out 
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out any other guard than itfelf ; that it is pofiible 
to maintain that purity of thought fo neceflary to 
the completion of human excellence even in the 
midft of temptations; when they have no friend 
within, nor are affifled by the voluntary indulgence 
df vicious thoughts. 

If the infertion of a ftory like this does not break- 
in on the plan of your paper, you have it in your 
power to be a better friend than her father to 

Perdita* 



Numb. 43* Saturday, February 10, 1759* 

THE natural advantages which arife from the 
pofition of the earth which we inhabit with 
refped to the other planets, afford much employ- 
ment to mathematical fpeculation, by which it has 
been difcovered, that no other conformation of the 
fyftem could have given fuch commodious diftribu- 
tions of light and heat, or imparted fertility and 
pleafbre to fo great a part of a revolving fphere. 

It may be perhaps obferved by the moralift, with 
equal reafon, that our globe feems particularly 
fitted for the refidence of a being, placed here only 
for a fliort time, whofe talk is to advance himfelf 
to a higher and happier ftate of exiftence, by 
unremitted vigilance of caution, and adivity of 
virtue. 

The 
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f The duties required of man are fuch as human 
nature does not willingly perform, and fuch a» 
thofe arc inclined to delay who yet intend fome time 
to fulfil them. It was therefore neccflary that tbil 
univerfal reludance Ihould be countcraded, apd 
the drowfinefs of hefitation wakened into refolve;. 
that the danger of procraftination fhould be always 
in. view, and the fallacies of fecurity be hourly 
detefted. 

To this end all the appearances of nature uni- 
formly conljpire. Whatever we fee on every fide 
reminds us of the lapfe of time and the flux of life. 
The day and night fucceed each other, the rotation 
of feafons diverfifies the year, the fun rifes, attains 
the meridian, declines and fets 5 and the moon every 
ipght changes its form. 

The day has been confidered as an image of the 
year, and the year as the reprefentation of life. 
The morning anfwers to the fpring, and the fpriog 
to childhood and youth; the noon correfponds to 
the fummer, and the fummer to the ftrength of man- 
hood. The evening is an emblem of autumn, and 
autumn of declining life. The night with its filencc 
and darknefs Ihews the winter, in which all the 
powers of vegetation are benumbed ; and the winter 
points out the time when life Ihall ceafe, with its 
hopes and pleafures. 

He that is carried forward, however fwiftly, by 
a motion equable and eafy, perceives not the change 
of place but by the variation of objeds. If the 
wheel of life, which rolls thus filently along, 
pafTed on through undiftinguiftiable uniformity, wo 
Ihopld never mark its approaches to the end of 

the 
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the courfe. If one hour were like another;' if the 
paflage of the fun did not Ihewthat the day is waft*» 
ihg; if the change of feafons did not imprefs upott- 
tJS the flight of the year; quantities of duration 
equal to days and yt:ars would glide unobferved/ 
if the parts of time were not varioufly - cok)iired, 
wc ihould never difcern thehr departure or fuccef* 
fion, but fhould live tbougbtlefs of the pad, and 
carelefs of the future, without will, and perhaps 
without power, to compute the periods of life, or to 
compare the time which is already loft with that 
Which may probably remain. 

But thfc courfe of time is fo viftbly . marked, that 
itisobferved even by the birds of paffage^-andlijr 
nations who have raifcd their minds very little aboret 
tnimal ihllindt: there are- human beingi >whoic 
language does not fidpply them with words* by 
which they can number five, but I have read of 
none that have not names for day and night, for 
fummer and winter. 

Yet it is certain, that thefe admonitions of nature, 
however forcible, however importunate, are toa 
often vain; and that many who mark with fuch 
accuracy the courfe of time, appear to have little 
fcnfibility of the decline of life. Every man has 
fomething to do which he neglects ; every man has 
faults to conquer which he delays to combat. 

So little do we accuftom ourfelvcs to confider 
the efFcdts of time, that things neceflary and certain 
often furprize us like unexpedled contingencies. 
We leave the beauty in her bloom, and, after an 
abfence of twenty years, wonder, at our return, to 
find her faded. We meet thofe whom we left 

children. 
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Much of the pleafurc which the firft furvey of 
the world affords, is exhaufted before we are confci- 
ous of our own ftlicity, or able to compare cot 
condition with fome other poffible ftate. We hayc 
therefore few traces of the joy of our earlieft difca- 
veries ; yet we all remember a time when nature had 
fo many untafted gratifications, that every excurfion 
gave delight which can now be found no longer^ 
when the noife of a torrent, the ruftle of a wood^ 
the fong of birds, or the play of lambs, bad power 
to fill the attention, and fufpend all perception of the 
courfe of time. 

But thcfe eafy pleafures are foon at an end ; we 
have feen in a very little time fo much, that we call 
out for new objeds of obfervation, and endeavour 
to find variety in books and life. But iludy b la« 
bpifious, and not always fatisfadtory ; and conver- 
fation has its pains as well as pleafures ; we are 
willing to learn, but not willing to be taught ; we 
ar^.pained by ignorance, but pained yet more byan^ 
other's knowledge. 

. From the vexation of pupillage men commonly 
fet themfelves free about the middle of life, by 
ihutting up the avenues of intelligence, and refolv- 
ing. to reft in their prcfcnt ftate ; and they, whofc 
ardour of enquiry continues longer, find themfelves 
infcnfibly forfaken by their inftrudors. As every 
man advances in life, the proportion between thole 
that are younger and that are older than himfelf is 
continually changing ; and he that has lived half a 
century finds few that do not require from him that 
information which he once expefted from thofc that 
went before him. 

Then 
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Then it is that the magazines of memory arc 
opened, and the ftores of accumulated knowledge 
#re difplayed by vanity or benevolence, or in honeft 
commerce of mutual intereft. Every man wants 
withers, and is therefore glad when he is wanted by 
diem. And as few men will endure the labour of in- 
tenie meditation without neceflity, he that has learned 
enough for his profit or his honour, feldom endea- 
vours after further acquifitions. 

The pleafure of recolledHng fpeculative notions 
^ViHild not b.e oiuch lefs than that of gaining them^ 
if they could be kept pure and unmingled with the 
paflages of life ; but fuch is the neceflary concatena- 
tioQ of our thoughts, that good and evil are linked 
together, and no pleafure recurs but aflbciated with 
{pain. Every revived idea reminds us of a time 
when fomething was enjoyed that is now loft, when 
Ibmc hope was not yet blafted, when fome purpofe 
had yet not languilhed into iluggiflmefs or indiffer- 
ence. 

Whether it be that life has more vexations than 
comforts, or, what is in the event juft the fame, 
that evil makes deeper impreffion than good, it is 
4}ertain that few can review the time paft without 
;iieavinefs of heart. He remembers many calamities 
fncurred by folly, many opportunities loft by neg- 
ligence. The fliades of the dead rife up before 
bun ; and he laments the companions of his youth, 
the partners of his amufements, the affiftants of his 
labours, whom the hand of death has fnatched 
away. 

When an offer was made to Tihemijiocles of teach- 
ing him the art of memory, he anfwercd, that he 

Vol. VIL N would 
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would ratner wifti for the art of forgetfulnefs. Het 
felt his imagination haunted by phantoms of mifcry 
which he was unable to fupprefs, and would gladly 
have calmed his thoughts with fome oblivious ant> 
dote. In this we all refemble one another; the 
hero and the fage are, like vulgar mortals, over- 
burthened by the weight of life ; all fhrink from re- 
collcdlion, and all wilh for an art of forgetfulnefs. 



Numb, 45. Saturday, February 24, 1759. 

THERE is in many minds a kind of vanity 
exerted to the difadvantage of themfelves; a 
defire to be praifed for fuperior acutenefs difcovcrcd 
only in the degradation of their fpecies, or cenfure 
of their country. 

Defamation is fufficiently copious. The general 
lampooner of mankind may find long excrcife for 
his zeal or wit, in the defefts of nature, the vexations 
of life, the follies of opinion, and the corruptions 
of pradice. But fidion is eafier than difcernment j 
and moft of thefe writers fpare themfelves the labour 
of etiquiry, and exhauft their virulence upon ima- 
ginary crimes, which, as they never exifted, can ne- 
ver be amended. 

That the painters find no encouragement among 
the Englijh for many other works than portraits, has 
been imputed to national felfifhnefs. 'Tis vain, 
fays the .fatirift, to fet before any EngUJhman the 

fcenes 



N^45- t H E I D L E R. ij^ 

-fcencs of landfcape, or the heroes of hiftory ; nature 
and antiquity are nothing in his eye ; he has no va- 
.lue but for himfelf, nor defires any copy but of his 
.own form. 

Whoever is delighted with his own pidturc muft 
derive his pleafure from the pleafure of another. 
Xvery man is always prefent to ' himfelf, and has, 
therefore, little need of his own refemblance, nor 
can defire it, but for the fake of thofe whom he 
loves, and by whom he hopes to be remembered. 
This ufe of the art is a natural ahd reafonable con- 
fequence of affedtion ; and though, like other hu- 
man aftions, it is often complicated with pride, yet 
even fuch pride is more laudable than that by 
which palaces are covered with pidlurcs, that, how- 
ever excellent, neither imply the owner's virtue, nor 
excite it. 

Genius is chiefly exerted in hiftorical pidures ; 
.and the art of the painter of portraits is often loft in 
the obfcurity of his fubjedt. But it is in painting as 
in life ; what is greateft is not always beft. I Ihould 
grieve to fee Reynolds transfer to heroes and to god- 
deffes, to empty fplendour and to airy fidtion, that art 
which is now employed in diffufing friendfhip, in re- 
viving tendernefs, in quickening the affeftions of the 
abfent, and continuing the prefence of the dead. 
'. Yet in a nation great and opulent there is room, 
and ought to be patronage, for an art like that of 
painting through all its diverfities ; and it is to be 
wilhed, that the reward now offV:red for an hiftorical 
pidture may excite an honeft emulation, and give be- 
ginning to an Englifp fchool. 

N2 It 
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It is not very cafy to find an adion or event that 
can be efficacioully reprefcnted by a painter. fl 

He iiiuft have an afiion not fucceffive but inffiao*^ 
taneous ; for the time of a piSure is a fingle mo- 
ment. For this reafon, the death of Hercules cm- 
not well be painted, though at the fir ft view 
flatters the imagination with very glittering ideas 
the gloomy mountainj overhanging the fea, am 
covered with trees, fome bending to the wind, and 
fome torn from their roots by the raging hero j the 
violence with which he rends from his Ihoulders the 
invenomed garment ; the propriety with which hts 
mufcukr nakednefs may be difplayed j the death of 
Lycas whirled from the promontory ; the gigantii 
prefence of Philofletes ; the blaze of the fatal pilti 
which the deities behold with grief and terror froitl' 
the fl^y. 

All thefe images 611 the mind, but will not com- 
pofe a pifture, becaufe they cannot be united in a 
fingle moment. Hercules muft have rent his flefli at 
one time, and toffed Lycas into the air at another; 
he muft firft tear up the trees, and then He down 
upon the pile* 

The adtion muft be clrcumftantial and diftinfl:. 
There is a paflage in the Iliad which cannot be read 
without ftrong emotions. A Trojan prince, feized 
by Achilles in the battle, falls at his feet^ and in 
moving terms fupplicates for life. B(m can a 
wreu/j like ibee, fays the haughty Greek ^ entreat U 
Uve^ when thou knowefi that the time muji come when 
Achilles is to dief This cannot be painted, becaufe 
no peculiarity of attitude or difpofitian can fo fup* 

ply 
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ply the pl^ce of language as to iqip^eifsi the fcnti- 
ment. 

Tke event painted muft be fuch as excites paf- 
fioOj and difierent p^^ons in the feveral adtors^ or a 
tUXQult of contending paiEons in the chief. 

Perhaps the difcoyery of Ulyjfes by his nurfe 15 of 
this kind. The furprifc of the nurfe mingled with 
joy; that of Ulyjffes checked by prudeace, and 
clouded by folicitude; and the diftinftnefs of the 
action by which the fear is found; all concur to 
complete the fubjedt. But the piflures, having only 
two figures, will want variety. 

A much nobler affemblage may be furnlflied by 
the death of Epaminondas. The mixture of glad- 
nefs and grief in the face of the meffenger who 
tarings his dying general an account of the vidory ; 
|he various palSons of the attendants; the fubli- 
mity of compofure in the hero, while the dart is by 
bis own command drawn from his fide, and the faint 
gleam of fatisfadion that difFufes itfelf over the Ian- 
guor of death ; are worthy of that pencil which yef 
I do not wifli to fee employed upon them. 

If the dcfign were not too multifarious and ex* 
tenfivet I fliould wiih that our painters would at* 
tejgipt the diflblution of the parliament by Crom-- 
well. The point of time may be chofen when Crom^ 
well, looking round the Pandsemonium with con- 
tempt, ordered the bauble to be taken away ; and 
Harrifon laid hands on the Speaker to drag him from 
the chair. 

The various sippearances, which rage, and terror, 
and aft<Mii(hment, and guilt, might exhibit in the 
faces of that hateful aflembly, of whom the prin- 

N 3 cipal 
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cipal perfons may be faithfully drawn from portraits 
or prints; the irrcfolute repugnance of fome, the 
hypocritical fubmifiions of others, the ferocious in- 
folence of Cromwell^ the rugged brutality of Harrifon, 
and the general trepidation of fear and wickednefsi 
would, if fome proper difpofition could be contrived, 
make a pidture of unexampled variety, and irrcfiftiblc 
inftrudtion. 



Numb. 46. Saturday, A/^r^A^j ^759^ 

Mr. Idler, 

I A M encouraged, by the notice you have taken 
of Betty Brooniy to reprefent the mifcries which 
I fuffer from a fpecies of tyranny which, I believe, 
is not very uncommon, though perhaps it may have 
efcaped the obfervation of thofe who converfe little 
with fine ladies, or fee them only in their publick 
charadters. 

To this method of venting my vexation I am the 
more inclined, becaufe if I do not complain to you, 
I muft burft in filence; for my miftrefs has teazed 
me and teazed me till I can hold no longer, and yet 
I muft not tell her of her tricks. The girls that live 
in common fervices can quarrel, and give warning, 
and find other places ; but we that live with great 
ladies, if we once offend them, have nothing left but 
to return into the country. 

I am waiting-maid to a lady who keeps the beft 
company, and is feen at every place of falhionable 

refort. 
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refort. I am envied by all the maids in the fquare, 
for few counteffes leave off fo many clothes as my 
miftrefs, and nobody ihares with me: fo that I 
fupply two families in the country with finery for 
the affizes and horfe-races, befides what I wear my-j 
felf. The fteward and houfe-keeper have joined 
againft me to procure my removal, that they may 
advance a relation of their own ; but their defigns 
are found out by my lady, who fays I need not fear 
them, for Ihe will never have dowdies about her. 

You would think, Mr. Idler^ like others, that I 
am very happy, and may well be contented with my 
lot. But I will tell you. My lady has an odd hu- 
mour. She never orders any thing in direct words, 
for Ihe loves a ftiarp girl that can take a hint. 

I would not have you fufped: that fhe has any 
thing to hint which Ihe is alhamed to fpeak at 
length -, for none can have greater purity of fenti- 
ment, or red:itude of intention. She has nothing to 
hide, yet nothing will Ihe tell. She always gives her 
diredipns obliquely and allufively, by the mention 
of fomething relative or confequential, without any 
other purpofe than to exercife my acutenefs and her 
own. 

It is impoffible to give a notion of this flyle 
otherwife than by examples. One night, when fhe 
iad fat writing letters till it was time to be dreffed, 
Molly ^ faid ftie, ihe Ladies are all to be at Court to- 
night in white aprons. When Ihe means that I 
ihould fend to order the chair, fhe fays, / think the 
fireets are clean, I may venture to walk. When fhe 
would have fomething put into its place, fhe bids 
me lay it on the floor. If fhe would have me fnuff 

N 4 the 
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the candles, fhe afks wbetber I tbiitk her eygs are Wte 
a eat^s? If flic thinks her chocolate delayed, (hd 
talks of the benefit of abjlinence. If any needle- work 
is forgotten, flie fuppofes that I have heard of iht 
lady who died by pricking her finger. 

She always imagines that I can recall every thinj^ 
paft from a fingle word. If flie wants her H^ad 
from the milliner, flie only fays, Molly, you know 
Mrs. Tape. If flie would have the mantua*miikcr 
fent for, flie remarks that Mr. Taffaty, the mercer ^ 
was here lajl week. She t)rdered, a fortnight ago, 
that the firfl time flie was abroad all day I fliouid 
chufe her a new fet of coffee-cups at tho china- 
fliop : of this flie reminded me yefterday, as flie was 
going down flairs, by faying, Toucan^t find your waj 
now to Pall-mall. 

All this would never vex me, if, by encreafing my ' 
trouble, flie fpared her own ; but, dear Mr. Idler, is 
it not as eafy to fay coffee-cups, as Pall-mall ? and to 
tell me in plain words what I am to do, and when it 
is to be done, as to torment her own head with the 
labour of finding hints, and mine with that of un* 
derftanding them ? 

When firfl I came to this lady, I had nothing 
like the learning that I have now ; for flie has many 
books, and I have much time to read; fo that <rf 
late I feldom have mifled her meaning: but whca 
flie firfl: took me I was an ignorant girl ; and ihe, 
who, as is very common, confounded want of know- 
ledge with want of underftanding, began once t6 
defpair of bringing me to any thing, becaufe, wheh 
I came into her chamber at the call of her bell, flic 
alked me, Wbetber we lived in Zembla ; and I did not 
3 gucfs 
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guefs the meaning of her enquiry^ but iDodeftly 
f ofweredi that / could not UlL She had happened to 
fing once when I did not hear her, and meant to put 
me in mind of that country where founds are faid to 
be congealed by the froft. 

Another time, as I was dreffing her head, Ihe 
began to talk on a fudden of Medufa^ and fnakes^ 
and men turned into ftone^ and maids that^ if they were 
not watched^ would let their mijlrejfes be Gorgons. I 
looked round me half frightened, and quite bewil- 
^kred; till at laft, finding that her literature was* 
thrown away upon me, ihe bid me, with great vc* 
hemence, reach the curling-irons. 

It is not without fome indignation, Mr, Idler^ 
that I difcover, in thefe artifices of vexation, fome- 
thing worfe than foppery or caprice ; a mean de- 
light in fuperiority, which knows itfelf in no danger 
of reproof or oppofition ; a cruel pleafure in feeing 
tire peplexity of a mind obliged to find what is flu- 
dioufly concealed, and a mean indulgence of petty 
malevolence, in the fharp cenfure of involuntary, 
iind very often of inevitable, failings. When, be- 
yond her expectation, I hit upon her meaning, I cam 
Jyerceive a fudden cloud of difappointment fpread 
o^r her face ; and have fometimes been afr$id, left 
! ihould lofe her favour by underftanding her when 
fte means to puzzle me. 

This day, however, ihe has conquered my faga* 
thy. When (he went out of her drefling-room, Ihe 
feid nothing, but, Molly^ you know, and haftened t4> 
her chariot. What I am to know is yetafccret; 
bdt if I do not know, before fhe comes back, what 
I yet have no means of difcovering, (he will make 

my 



iS6 TH E I D L E R, N'>4^. 

• 

my dullnefs a pretence for a fortnight's ill humour, 
treat me as a creature devoid of the faculties nc- 
ceffary to the common duties of life, and perhaps 
give the next gown to the houfekeeper, 

1 am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant. 

Molly Quick, 



Numb. 47. Saturday, March 10, 1759* . 

To the IDLE R. 

Mr. Idler, 

I A M the unfortunate wife of a city wit, and can- 
not but think that my cafe may defcrve equal 
compaffion with any of thofe which have been reprc- 
fented in your paper. 

I married my hufband within three months after 
the expiration of his apprenticelhip ; we put our 
money together, and furniflied a large and fplendid 
Ihop, in which he was for five years and a half di- 
ligent and civil. The notice which curiofity or 
kindnefs commonly beftows on beginners, was con- 
tinued by confidence and efteem ; one cuftomer, 
pleafed with his treatment and his bargain, recoth- 
mended another; and we were bufy behind the coun- 
ter from morning to night. 

Thus every day encreafed our wealth and our re- 
putation. My hufband was often invited to dinner 
2 openly 
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openly on the Exchange by hundred thoufand pounds 
men ; and whenever I went to any of the halls, the 
wives of the aldermen made me low courtefics. Wc 
always took up our notes before the day, and made 
all confiderable payments by draughts upon our 
banker. 

You will eafily believe that I was well enough 
pleafed with my condition ; for what happincfs can 
be greater than that of growing every day richer and 
richer ? I will not deny, that, imagining myfelf 
likely to be in a fhort time the (herifF's lady, I 
broke off my acquaintance with fome of my neigh-^ 
tours ; and advifed my hulband to keep good com- 
pany, and not to be feen with men that were worth 
nothing. 

In time he found that ale difagreed with his con- 
llitution, and went every night to drink his pint at a 
tavern, where he met with a fet of criticks, who dif- 
puted upon the merit of the different theatrical per- 
formers. By thefe idle fellows he was taken to the 
play, which at firft he did not feem much to heed ; 
for he owned, that he verv feldom knew what they 
were doing, and that, while his comj^anions would 
let him alone, he was commonly thinking on his laft 
bargain. 

Having once gone, however, he went again and 
again, though I often told him that three fhillings 
were thrown away ; at laft he grew uneafy if he 
miffed a night, and importuned me to go with him. 
I went to a tragedy which they called Macbeth \ and^ 
when I came home, told him, that I could not bear 
to fee men and women make themfelves fuch foolsj 
by pretending to be witches and ghofts, generals and 

tings. 
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kings, and to walk in their fleep when they were 9$ 
much awake as thofe that looked at them. He toM 
me, that 1 mud get higher notions^ and that a pbjr 
was the moll rational of all entertainments^ and aioft 
proper to relax the mind after the bufinefs of the 
day. 

By degrees he gained knowledge of fome of the 
players; and, when the play was over, very frie* 
qucntly treated them with fuppersj for which he wai 
admitted to ftand behind the fcenes- 

He foon began to lofe fome of his morning hours 
in the fame folly, and was for one winter very dili-^ 
gent in his attendance on the rehearfals ; but of this 
fpecies of idlenefs he grew weary, and faid, that the 
play was nothing without the company. 

His ardour for the diverfion of the evening in- 
creafed ; he bought a fword, and paid five fliillings 
a night to fit in the boxes ; he went fometimes into a 
place which he calls the greenroom, where all the 
wits of the age aflemble ; and, when he had been 
there, could do nothing, for two or three days, but 
repeat their jefls, or tell their difputes. 

He has now lofl: his regard for every thing but 
the play-houfe ; he invites, three times a week, one 
or other to drink claret, and talk of the drama. Hi$ 
firft care in the morning is to read the play bills ; 
and, if he remembers any lines of the tragedy which 
is to be reprefented, walks about the fliop, repeating 
them fo loud, and with fuch ftrange geftures, that 
the paffengers gather round the door. 

His greateft pleafure when I married him was to 
hear the fituation of his Ihop commended, and to be 
told how many eftates have been got in it by the fame 

trade • 
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«ade ; but of late he grows peev4fli at uny mention 
orf buiinefs, ^uid delights m nothing fo much as to be 
told that he fpeaks like NL^op^ 

Among his new afibciaaies he has learned another 
language, and fpeaks in fuch a firain that his neigii- 
bours cannot underftand him. If a cuflomertaAks 
longer than he is willing to bcar^ he wiU cempkia 
that he has been excruciated with unmeaning ver- 
bofity ; fhe laughs at tijcletters of his friends for their 
tamenefs of exprefiion, and often declares himfctf 
Tweary of attending to the mnutia of a fliop. 

It is well for me that I know how to keep a book, 
for of late he is fcarcely ever in the way. Since 
©he of his friends told him that he had a genius for 
tragick poetry, he has locked himfelf in an upper 
Ifoom fix or feven hours a day ; and, when I carry him 
•any paper to 'be read or figned, I hear him talking 
•vehemently to himfelf, fometimes of love and beauty, 
fometimes of friendihip and virtue, but more fre- 
quently of liberty and his country. 

I would gladly, Mr. Idler ^ be informed what to 
think of a Ihopkeeper^ who is inceffantly talking 
about liberty ; a word, which, fince his acquaintance 
with polite life, my hufband has always in his mouth; 
he is, on all occafions, afraid of our liberty, and de- 
clares his refolution to hazard all for liberty. What 
can the man mean? I am fure he has liberty enough; 
it were better for him and me if his liberty was 
leffened. 

He has a friend, whom he calls a critick, that 
comes twice a week to read what he is writing. 
This critick telfs him that his piece is a little irre- 
gular, but that fome detached fcenes will ihine pro- 

digioufly. 
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digioufly^ and that in the chara&er of Bombulus he 
is wonderfully great. My fcribbler then fqueezei 
his hand^ calls him the beft of friends, thanks him 
for his fincerity^ and tells him that he hates to be 
flattered. I have reafon to believe that he feldom 
parts with his dear friend without lending him two 
guineas, and am afraid that he gave bail for him 
three days ago. 

By this courfe of life our credit as traders is Icf- 
fened ; and I cannot forbear to fufpedt, that my hut 
band's honour as a wit is not much advanced, for he 
.feems to be always the lowed of the company, and 
is afraid to tell his opinion till the re[t have fpoken. 
When he was behind his counter, he ufed to be 
briik, aftive, and jocular, like a man that knew 
what he was doing, and did not fear to look another 
in the face; but among wits and criticks he is ti- 
morous and aukward, and hangs down his head at 
his own table. Dear Mr, Idler^ perfuade him, if 
you can, to return once more to his native element. 
Tell him, that wit will never make him rich, but 
that there are places where riches will always make 
a wit. 

I am, S I R, &c. 

Deborah Ginger* 
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Numb. 48. Saturday, March ijj 1759* 

THERE is no kind of idlenefs, by which we 
are fo eafily feduced, as that which dignifies 
itfeif by the appearance of bufinefs, and by making 
the loiterer imagine that he has fomething to do 
which muft not be negledted, keeps him in perpetual 
agitation, and hurries him rapidly from place to 
place. 

He that fits ftill, or repofes himfelf upon a couch, 
BO more deceives himfelf than he deceives others; 
he knows that he is doing nothing, and has no other 
folace of his infignificance than the refolution, which 
the lazy hourly make, of changing his mode of life. 

To do nothing every man is aihamed ; and to do 
much almoft every man is unwilling or afraid.. In- 
numerable expedients have therefore been invented to 
produce motion without labour, and employment 
without folicitude. The greater part of thofe whom 
the kind nefs of fortune has left to their own direction, 
and whom want does not keep chained to the counter 
or the plough, play throughout life with the fhadows 
of bufinefs, and know not at laft what they have been 
doing. 

Thefe imitators of aftion are of all denominations. 
Some are feen at every audlion without intention to 
purchafe ; others appear punftually at the Ex- 
change^ though they are known there only by their 
faces. Some are always making parties to vifit 
collections for which they have no tafte ; and feme 
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liegled every pleafure and every duty to hear qucf- 
tions, in which they have no intereft^ debated in par- 
lianacnt. 

Thefe men never appear more ridiculous than in 
the dillrcfs which they imagine thetnfelves to feel, 
from feme accidental interruption of ihofc empt 
piif fuits* A tiger newly impritoned is indeed more!] 
formidable, but not not more angry» than Jack Tulip 
wlch-hcld from a florid 's feaft, or Tom Difiicb hinder- 
ed from feeing the firft reprefentatioo of a play. M 

A5 polkical affairs are the higheH and moft ex- 
tenfive of temporal concerns ; the mimick of a po- 
4inci^n IS more bufy and important than any other 
triflen Monfieur !e N^r^ a man who, without pro- 
perty or importance in any corner of the earth, has, 
in the prefent confiifion of the world, declared him- 
felf a fteady adherent to the French^ is made mi- 
lerable by a wind that keeps back the packet-boat, 
and ftill more miferable by every account of a 
lUloum privateer caught in his cruize; he knows 
well that nothing can be done or faid by him which 
can produce any effeft but that of laughter, that he 
can neither haflen nor retard good or evil, that bis 
joys and for rows have fcarcely any partakers ; yet 
fuch is his zexil, and fuch his curigfity^ that he 
would run barefooted to Gravefmd, for the fake ^f 
knowing firft that the EvgliJJj had loft a tender, wd 
would ride out to meet every mail from ih^ conti-™ 
Bcat if he might be permitted to open lU* m 

Learning is generally confefled to be defirable, and 
there are foiiie w^ho fancy themfelves always bufy 
in acquiring it. Of thefe ambubtory ftudents, poe 
of the moft bufy is my friend fm Rejlkju 
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7om has long had a mind to be a man of know- 
ledge, but he does not care to fpend much time 
among authors ; for he is of opinion that few books 
deferve the labour of perufal, that they give the mind 
an unfalhionable caft, and deftroy that freedom of 
thought and eafinefs of manners indifpenfably rc- 
quifite to acceptance in the world. Tom has there- 
fore found another way to wifdom. When he rifes 
he goes into a cofFee-houfe, where he creeps fo near 
to men whom he takes to be reafoners as to hear their 
djfcourfe, and endeavours to remember fomething 
which, when it has been drained thro' Tom's head, is 
fo near to nothing, that what it once was cannot be 
difcovered. This he carries round from friend to 
friend through a circle of vifits, till, hearing what 
each fays upon the queftion, he becomes able at 
dinner to fay a little himfelf ; and, as every great 
genius relaxes himfelf among his inferiors, meets 
with fome who wonder how fo young a man can talk 
fo wifely. 

At night he has a new feafl: prepared for his in- 
tellefts ; he always runs to a difputing fociety, or a 
fpcaking club, where he half hears what, if he had 
heard the whole, he would but half underftand ; 
goes home pleafed with the confcioufnefs of a day 
well fpent, lies down full of ideas, and rifes in the 
morning empty as before. 
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Numb. 49. Saturday, Jlfar^it 24, i 755^ 

I SUPPED three nights ago with my friend WiS' 
Marvel. His affirirs obliged him lately to takc» 
iourney into Demnjhire^ from which he hasjuftrc^ 
turned. He knows me to be a very patient hearer^ 
and was glad of my company, as it gave him an op-^ 
portunity of dilburthening himfelf by a minute re^ 
lation of the cafualties of his expedition. 

Will is not one of thofe who go out and return: 
with nothing to tell. He has a ftory of his travels, 
which will flrike a home-bred citizen with horroff 
and has in ten days fuffered fo often the extremes of 
terror and joy, that he is in doubt whether he Ihall 
ever again expofe either his body or mind to fucb 
danger and fatigue. 

When he left London the morning was bright, and 
a fair day was promifed. But Will is born to ftrugglc 
with difficulties. That happened to him, which has 
fometimes, perhaps, happened to others. Before he 
had gone more than ten miles, it began to rain. 
What courfe was to be taken ? His foul difdaincA 
to turn back. He did what the King of Prujia 
might have done 5 he flapped his hat, buttoned upr 
his cape, and went forwards, fortifying his mind by 
the ftoical confolation, that whatever is violent will 
be (hort. 

His conftancy was not long tried ; at the diftance 

of about half a mile he faw an inn, which he entered 

wet and weary, and found civil treatment and proper 

5 refrellv 
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tefrefliment. After a refpite of about two hours, he 
looked abroad, and feeing the iky clear^ called for his 
horfe, and paffed the firft ftage without any other me- 
morable accident. 

' IVtll confidered^ that labour muft be relieved by 
plcafure, and that the ftrength which great under^ 
takings require muft be maintained by copious nu- 
triment j he therefore ordered hitnfelf an elegant 
fupper^ drank two bottles of claret, aod paffed the 
beginning of the night in found fleep ; but, waking 
before light, was forewarned of the troubles of the 
next day, by a ihower beating againft his windows 
with fuch violence as to threaten the diffolution of 
nature. When he arofe, he found what he expededj 
that the country was under water. He joined him* 
felf, however, to a company that was travelling the 
fame way, and came fafely to the place of dinner, 
though every ftep of his horfe dalhcd the mud into 
the air. 

In the afternoon, having parted from his com- 
pany, he fet forward alone, and paffed many collec- 
tions of water, of which it was impoffible to guefs 
the depth, and which he now cannot review without 
fome cenfure of his own ralhnefs ; but what a man 
undertakes he muft perform, and Marvel hates a 
coward at his heart. 

Few that lie warm in their beds think what others 
undergo, who have perhaps been as tenderly edu- 
cated^ and have as acute fenfations as themfelves* 
My friend was now to lodge the fecond night almoft 
fifty miles from home, in a houfe which he never 
had fctn before, among people to whom he was to- 
tally a ftranger^ not knowing whether the next maa 

O 2 he 
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he (hould meet would prove good or bad ; but fcc« 
ing an inn of a good appearance, he rode refolutely 
into the yard ; and knowing that refpeft is often 
paid in proportion as it is claimed, delivered his in* 
jun£lion to the hoftler with fpirit, and entering the 
houfe, called vigoroufly about him. 

On the third day up rofe the fun and Mr. Marvel 
His troubles and his dangers were now fuch as he 
wifhes no other man ever to encounter. The ways 
were lefs frequented, and the country more thinly 
inhabited. He rode many a lonely hour through 
mire and water, and met not a (ingle foul for two 
miles together with whom he could exchange a word. 
He cannot deny that, looking round upon the dreary 
region, and feeing nothing but bleak fields and naked 
trees, hills obfcured by fogs, and flats covered with 
inundations, he did for fome time fuffer melancholy 
to prevail upon him, and wiflied himfelf again fafc 
at home. One comfort he had, which was, to confi- 
der that none of his friends were in the fame dif- 
trefs, for whom, if they had been with him, he fliould 
have fuffered more than for himfelf ; he could not 
forbear fometimes to confider how happily the Idler 
is fettled in an eafier condition, who, furrounded like 
him with terrors, could have done nothing but lie 
down and die. 

Amidft thefe refledions he came to a town and 
found a dinner which difpofed him to more cheer- 
ful fentiments : but the joys of life are ihorr, and its 
miferies ^e long ; he mounted and travelled fifteen 
miles more through dirt and defolation. 

At laft the fun fet, and all the horrors of darknefs 
came upon him. He then repented the weak in. 

dulgencc 
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dulgence in which he had gratified himfelf at noon 
with too long an interval of reft : yet he went for- 
ward along a path which he could no longer fee, 
ibnietimes ruihing fuddenly into water, and fome- 
times incumbered with ftiff clay, ignorant whither 
he was going, and uncertain whether his next ftep 
might not be the laft. 

In this difmal gloom of nofturnal peregrination 
his horfe unexpeftedly flood flill. Marvel had heard 
many relations of the inftindt of horfes, and was in 
doubt what danger might be at hand. Sometimes 
' he fancied that he was on the bank of a river ftill and 
deep, and fometimes that a dead body lay acrofs 
the track. He fat dill awhile to recolleift his 
thoughts ; and as he was about to alight and explore 
the darknefs, out ftepped a man with a lantern, and 
opened the turnpike. He hired a guide to the town, 
arrived in fafety, and flept in quiet. 

The reft of his journey was nothing but danger. 
He climbed and defcended precipices on which vul- 
gar mortals tremble to look; he pafled marfhes like 
the Serbmian bog, where armies whole have funk ; he 
forded rivers where the current roared like the Egre 
or the Severn ; or ventured himfelf on bridges that 
trembled under him, from which he looked down 
on foaming whirlpools, or dreadful abyfles ; he wan- 
dered over houfelefs heaths, amidft all the rage of 
the elements, with the fnow driving in his face, and 
the tempeft howling in his ears. 

Such are the colours in which Marvel paints his 
adventures. He has accuftomed himfelf to found- 
ing words and hyperbolical images, till he has loft 
the power of true delcription, in a road through 

O 3 which 
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which the heavieft carriage? pafs without difficulty, 
and the poft-boy every day and night goes and re- 
turns, he meets with hardfliips like thofe which are 
endured in Siberian deferts, and miffes nothing of 
romantick danger but a g^ant and a dragon. When 
bis dreadful (lory is told in proper terms, it is only 
that the way was dirty in winter, and that he expe- 
rienced the common viciffitydes of r^in aqd fya- 
ihine. 



Numb. 50. Saturday, March 31, i759» 

TH E charadter of Mr. Marvel has raifed the 
merriment of fome and the contempt of others, 
who do not fufEciently confider how often they hear 
and pradife the fame arts of exaggerated narration. 

There is not, perhaps, among the multitudes of 
all conditions that fwarm upon the earth, a fingle 
man who does not believe that he has fomething ex- 
traordinary to relate of himfelf ; and who does not, 
at one time or other, fummon the attention of his 
friends to the cafualties of his adventures and the 
viciffitudcs of his fortune; cafualties and viciffitudos 
that happen alike in lives uniform and diverfified i 
to the commander of armies, and the writer al a 
defk ; to the failor who refigns himfelf to the wind 
and water, and the farmer whofe longeft journey is 
to the market. 

In the prefent ftate of the world man may pafs 
through Sbakefp^are^s fcven ftages of life, and meet 

nothing; 
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Bothing Angular or wonderful. But fuch is every 
man's attention to himfelf, that what is common and 
unheeded when it is only feen, becomes remarkable 
and peculiar when we happen to feel it* 

It is well enough known to be according to the 
ufual procefs of nature that men Ihould ficken and 
recover, that fome defigns (hould fucceed and others 
mifcarry, that friends ihould be feparated and meet 
again^ that fome Ihould be made angry by endea- 
vours to pleafe them, and fome be pleafed when no 
care has been ufed to gain their approbation ; that 
men and women Ihould at firft come together by 
chance, like each other fo well as to commence ac- 
quaintance, improve acquaintance into fondnefs, in- 
creafe or extinguifh fondnefs by marriage, and have 
children of different degrees of intellefts and virtue, 
fome of whom die before their parents, and others 
furvive them. 

Yet let any man tell his own ftory, and nothing 
of all this has ever befallen him according to the 
common order of things; fomething has always dif- 
criminated his cafe; fome unufual concurrence of 
events has appeared which made him more happy or 
more mifcrable than other mortals; for in pleafures 
4iT calamaties, however common, every one has com- 
forts and afflictions of his own. 

It is certain that without fome artificial augmenta-' 
tions, many of the pleafyres of life, and almoft all 
ks embelliftiments, would fall to the ground. If no 
man was to exprefs more delight than he felt, thofe 
who felt mod would raife little envy. If travellers , 
were to defer ibe the moft laboured performances of 

O 4 - art 
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art with the fame coldnefs as they furvey them, all 
expectations of happinefs from change of place would 
ceafe. The pidures of Raphael would hang without 
fpedtators, and the gardens of Verf(uUe^ might be. 
inhabited by hermits. All the pleafure that is re- 
ceived ends in an opportunity of fplendid falfehood, 
in the power of gaining notice by the difplay pf 
beauties which the eye was weaiy of beholding, an4 
a hiftory of happy moments, of which, in reality, 
the mofk happy was the laft. 

The ambition of fuperior fenfibility and fupeript 
eloquence difpofes the lovers of arts to receive rap^ 
ture at one time^ and communicate it at another ^ 
and each labours firll to impofe upon himfelf^ and 
then to propagate the impofture. 

Pain is lefs fubjed than pleafure to caprices pf 
expreffion. The torments of difeafe, and the grief 
for irremediable misfortunes, fometimes are fuch ^ 
no words can declare, and c^ only be iigpified by 
groans, or fobs, or inarticulate ejaculations* Ma9 
has from nature a mode of utterance peculiar tp 
pain, but he has none peculiar to pleafure, becaufe 
he never has pleafure Jbut in fuch degrees as the or- 
dinary ufe of language may equal or furpafs. 

It is neverthelefs c^tain, that many pains as well 
as plcafures are heightened by rhetorical affectation, 
and that the picture ij, for the moft part, bigger than 
the life. 

When we dcfcribe our fcnfations of another's foij- 
rows, either in friendly or cereiuonious coi^dplencf, 
the cuftoms of the world fcarcely admit of rigi4 ve- 
racity. Perhaps the fondcfl fricndfhip wpuld enrage 
I oftener 
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oftener than comfort, were the tongue on fuch occa^ 
fions faithfully to reprefent the fentiments of the 
heart; and I think the ftrifteft moralifts allow forms 
of addrefs tp be ufed without much regard to their 
literal acceptation, when either refped: or tender- 
nefs requires them, becaqfe they are univerfally 
known to denote not the degree but the fpccies of 
our fentiments. 

But the fame indulgence cannot be allowed to him 
who aggravates dangers incurred or forrow endure4 
by himfelf, becaufe he darkens the profpeft of futu- 
rity, and multiplies the pains of our condition by 
ufelefs terror. Thofe who magnify their delight? 
arc Icfs criminal deceivers, yet they raife hopes whicl^ 
^rc fure to be difappointed. It would be undoubt- 
edly beft, if we could fee and hear every thing as it 
is, that nothing might be too anxioufly dreaded, or 
too ardently purfued, ' 
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IT has been commonly remarked, that eminent 
men are leaft eminent at home, that bright cha^* 
rafters lofc much of their fplendor at a nearer view, 
and many who fill the world with their fame, excite 
very little reverence among thofe that furround them 
in their domeftick- privacies. 

To blame or to fufpeft is eafy and natural. When 
the faft is evident, and the caufe doubtful, fome ac- 
cufation is always engendered between idlenefs and 
malignity. This difparity of general and familiar 
cfteem is therefore imputed to hidden vices, and to 
praftices indulged in fecret, but carefully covered 
from the publick eye. 

Vice will indeed always produce contempt. The 
dignity of Alexander^ though nations fell proftratc 
before him, was certainly held in little veneration 
by the partakers of his midnight revels, who had 
leen him, in the madnefs of wine, murder his friend, 
or fet fire to the Perjian palace at the inftigation of 
a harlot; and it is well remembered among us, that 
the avarice of Marlborough kept him in fubjeftion 
to his wife, while he was dreaded by France as her 
conqueror, and honoured by the emperor as his de- 
liverer. 

But though, where there is vice there mull be 
=want of reverence, it is not reciprocally true, that 
when there is want of reverence there is always 

vice. 
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vice. That awe which great aft ions or abilities 
imprefs will be inevitably diminiflied by acquaint- 
ance, though nothing either mean or criminal ihould 
be found. 

Of men, as of every thing elfe, we muft judge 
according to our knowledge. When we fee of a 
hero only his battles, or of a writer only his books, 
we have nothing to allay our ideas of their great- 
nefe. We confider the one only as the guardian of 
his country, and the other only as the inftru^or of 
mankind. We have neither opportunity nor motive 
XQ examine the minuter parts of their lives, or the 
lefs apparent peculiarities of their charafters ; wc 
name them with habitual refped:, and forget, what 
.we ftiU continue to know, that they are men like 
other mortals, 

. But fuch is the conftitution of the world, that 
;inuch of life muft be fpent in the fame manner by 
the wife and the ignorant, the exalted and the low. 
Men, however diftinguiftied by external accidept$ 
or intrinfick qualities, have all the fame wants, the 
fame pains, and, as far as the fenfes are confulted, 
the fame pleafgres. The petty cares and petty 
duties are the fame in every ftation to every under- 
ftanding, and every hoyr brings fome occafion on 
which we all fink to the common level. ' We are 
all naked till we are dreffed, and bungry till we are 
fed; and the general's triumph, and fagc's difputa^ 
tion, end, like the humble labours of the fmith or 
plowman, in a dinner or in fleep. 

Thofe notions which are to be coUefted by rea- 
f(.p^ in oppofition to the fenfes, will feldom (land 

forward 
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forward in the mind, but lie treafured in the re- 
moter repofitories of memory, to be found only 
when they are fought. Whatever any man may 
have written or done, his precepts or his valour 
will fcarcely overbalance the unimportant uniformity 
which runs through his time. We do not eafilycon- 
fider him as great, whom our own eyes fticw us 
to be little; nor labour to keep prefent to our 
thoughts the latent excellences of him who Iharcs 
with us all our weaknefTes and many of our follies; 
who like us is delighted with flight amufements, 
bufied with trifling employments, and difturbed by 
little vexations. 

Great powers cannot be exerted, but when great 
exigences make them ncceflary. Great exigences 
can happen but feldom, and therefore thofe quali^ 
ties which have a claim to the veneration of man* 
kind, lie hid, for the moft part, like fubterrancan 
treafures, over which the foot paflTes as on com- 
mon ground, till neceffiry breaks open the golden 
cavern. 

In the ancient celebrations of vidlory, a flave was 
placed on the triumphal car, by the fide of the ge- 
neral, who reminded him by a fliort fentencc, that 
he was a man. Whatever danger there might be 
left a leader, in his paflTage to the capitol, fliould 
forget the frailties of his nature, there was furely no 
need of fuch an admonition ; the intoxication could 
not have continued long; he would have been at 
hooie but a few hours before feme of his depend- 
ants would have forgot his grcatnefs, and fl)ewn 
him, that notwithftanding his laurels he was yet a 
man. 

There 
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There are fome who try to efcapc this domeftick 
degradation, by labouring to appear always wife or 
always great ; but he that drives againfl: nature, will 
for ever ftrive in vain. To be grave of mien and 
flow of utterance ; to look with folicitude and fpeak 
with hefitation, is attainable at will ; but the (hew of 
wifdom is ridiculous when there is nothing to caufe 
doubt, as that of valour where there is nothing to be 
ieared* 

A man who has duly confidered the coivditioa 
of his being, will contentedly yield to the courfe of 
things : he will not pant for diftin&ion where dif- 
tin&ion would imply no merit ; but though on great 
occafions he may wifli to be greater than others, 
be will be fatisQed in common occurrences not to bf 
kis. 



Numb, 
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Rtfponfare cupidinihusm Ho^» 

THE pradice of felf-denia!, or the forbearance 
of lawful plcafure, has been confidered by 
almoft every nation, from the remotett ages, as thfc 
higheft exaltation of human virtue ; and all have 
agreed to pay refpcd: and veneration to thofe whd 
'abftained from the delights of life, even when they 
did not cenfure thofe who enjoy them. 

The general voice of mailkind, civil and barb** 
rous, confefles that the mind and body are at vari- 
ance, and that neither can be made happy by its 
proper gratifications but at the ex pence of the 
other ; that a pampered body will darken the mind, 
and an enlightened mind will macerate the body* 
And none have failed to confer their efteem on thofe 
who prefer intellect to fcnfe, who controul their 
lower by their higher faculties, and forget the wants 
and defires of animal life for rational difquifitions of 
pious contemplations. 

The earth has fcarcely a country fo far advanced 
towards political regularity as to divide the inha- 
bitants into claffes, where fome orders of men or 
women are not diftinguifhed by voluntary feverities, 
and where the reputation of their fandity is not in- 
creaftd in proportion to the rigour of their rules, 
and the exadnefs of their performance. 

WHta 
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, When an opinion to which there is no temptatio» 
of intereft fpreads wide and continues long, it may 
be reafonably prefumed to have been infufed by na- 
ture or di(5lated by reafon* It has been often ol> 
ferved that the fictions of impofture^ and iUufk>n9 
of fancy, foon give way to time and experience;, 
and that nothing keeps its ground but truth, whicb 
gains every day new influence by new confirma* 
tion. 

But truth, when it is reduced to praftice, cafily 
becomes fubjeft to caprice and imagination ; and 
many particular ads will be wrong, though their 
general principle be right. It cannot be denied 
that a juft convidion of the reftraint necelTary to 
be laid upon the appetites has produced extra- 
vagant. and unnatural modes of nx)rtiiication, and 
inftitutions, which, however favourably confidered> 
will be found to violate nature without promoting 
piety. 

But the dodtriiie of felf-denial is not weakened 
in itfelf by the errors of thofe who mifinterpret or 
mifapply it ; the encroachment of the appetites 
upon the underfianding is hourly perceived ; and 
the ftate of thofe, whom fenfuality has enflaved, is 
known to be in the highefl degree defpicable and 
wretched. 

The dread of fuch Ihameful captivity may }uftly 
raife alarms, and wifdom will endeavour to keep 
danger at a diftance. By timely caution and fufpi- 
cious vigilance thofe defires may be repreffed, to 
which indulgence would foon give abfolute do- 
minion', thofe enemies may be overcame, which, 

whea 
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when they have been a while accuftotned to viftory, 
can no longer be refifted. 

Nothing is more fatal to happinefs or virtue, than 
that confidence which flatters us with an opinion 
of our own ftrength, and by affuring us of the 
power of retreat precipitates us into hazard* Some 
may fafely venture farther than others into the 
regions of delight, lay themfelves more open to 
the golden Ihafts of pleafure, and advance nearer 
to the r^fidence of the Syrens ; but he that is beft 
armed with conftancy and reafon is yet vulnerable 
in one part or other, and to every man there is a 
point fixed, beyond which, if he paffes, he will 
not eafily return* It is certainly moft wife, as it 
is moft fafe, to flop before he touches the utmoft 
limit, fince every ftep of advance will more and 
more entice him to go forward, till he Ihall at 
laft enter into the receffes of voluptuoufnefs, and 
floth and defpondency clofe the pafTage behind 
kim* 

To deny early and inflexibly, is the only art of 
checking the importunity of defire, and of preferv- 
ing quiet and innocence. Innocent gratifications 
muft be fometimes withheld ; he that complies 
with all lawful dcfires will certainly lofe his em- 
pire over himfelf, and in time either fubmit his 
reafon to his wifhes, and think all his defires law- 
fill, or difmifs his reafon as troublelome and in- 
trufive, and refolve to fnatch what he may happen 
to wilh, without enquiring about right and wrong. 

No man, whofc appetites are his mafters, can 
perform- the duties of his nature with ftriftnefs and 

regularity ; 
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regularity; he that would be fupenor to external 
influences muft firft become fuperior to his own 
paffions. 

When the Roman general, fitting at fupper with 

a plate of turnips beifore him, was folicited by 

large prefents to betray his truft, he afked the 

meflengers whether he that could fup on turnips 

was a man likely to fell his own country. Upon him 

who has reduced his fenfes to obedience, temptation 

has loft its power j he is able to attend impartially 

to virtue, and execute her commands without hc- 

fitation. 

To fet the mind above the appetites is the end 
of abftinence, which one of the Fathers obferves 
to be not a virtue, but the ground-work of virtue. 
By forbearing to do what may innocently be done, 
we may add hourly new vigour or refolution, and 
fccure the power of refiftance when pleafure or in- 
tercft fhall lend their charms to guilt. 



Vol. VII. P Numb* 
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Numb. 53. Saturday, ^r/7 21, 1759* 



To she IDLER. 

SIR, 

I HAVE a wife that keeps good company. Yott 
know that the word good varies its meaning 
according to the value fet upon different qualities 
in different places* To be a good man in a col- 
lege, is to be learned; in a camp, to be brave; 
and in the city, to be rich. By good company in 
the place which I have the misfortune to inhabit, 
we underftand not only thofe from whom any good 
can be learned, whether wifdom or virtue; or by 
whom any good can be conferred, whether profit or 
reputation. Good company is the company of 
thofe whofe birth is high, and whofe riches arc 
great ; or of thofe whom the rich and noble admit 
to familiarity. 

I am a gentleman of a fortune by no means exu* 
berant, but more than equal to the wants of my 
family, and for fome years equal to our defires. 
My wife, who had never been accuftomed to 
fplendour, joined her endeavours to mine in the 
fuperintendeoce of our oeconomy; we lived in 
decent plenty, and were not excluded from moderate 
pleafures. 

But 
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But flight caufes produce great efFedts. All my 

happinefs has been deftroyed by change of place ; 

virtue is too often merely local ; in fome fituations 

the air difeafes the body, and in others poifons the 

mind. Being obliged to remove my habitation, I 

was led by my evil genius to a convenient hcufe 

in a ftreet where many of the nobility refide. We 

had fcarcely ranged our furniture, and aired our 

rooms, when my wife began to grow difcontented, 

and to wonder what the neighbours would think 

vJben they faw fo few chairs and chariots at her 

door. 

Her acquaintance, who came to fee her from the 

quarter that we had left, mortified her without 

delign, by continual enquiries about the ladies 

whofe houfes they viewed from our windows. She 

was afliamed to confefs that flie had no intercourfe 

with them, and flieltered her diftrcfs under general 

anfwers, which always tended to raife fufpicion that 

Ihe knew more than flie would tell; but fhe was 

often reduced to difficulties, when the courfe of 

talk introduced queftions about the furniture or 

ornaments of their houfes, which, when fhe could 

get no intelligence, flie was forced to pafs flightly 

oyer, as things which flie faw fo often that ftie 

never minded them. 

To all thefe vexations flie was refolved to put 
an end, and redoubled her vifits to thofe few of 
her friends who vifited thofe who kept good com- 
pany; and, if ever flie met a lady of quality, forced 
herfelf into notice by refpeft and afliduity. Her 
advances were generally rejected j and ft^e heard 

P 2 them. 
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them, as they went down flairs, talk how fome 
creatures put themfelves forward. 

She was not difcouraged, but crept forward from 
one to another; and, as perfeverance will do great 
things, fapped her way unperceived, till, unex- 
pectedly. Ihe appeared at the card-table of lady 
£iddy Porpoife, a lethargick virgin of feventy-fix, 
whom all the families in the next fquare vifited very 
punctually when fhe was not at home* 

This was the firft ftep of that elevation to which 
my wife has fince afcended. For five months to^ 
had no name in her mouth but that of lady BidJyr 
who, let the world fay what it would, had a fic*^ 
underftanding, and fuch a command of her tempcic'^ 
that, whether fhe won or loft, Ihe flept over h^^ 
cards. 

At lady Blddy^s flie met with lady Tawdry^ who:C^ 
favour fhe gained by eftimating her ear-rin^^i 
which were counterfeit, at twice the value of rc^*- 
diamonds. When fhe had once entered two houf<^ - 
of diftinftion, fhe was eafily admitted into mor^j 
and in ten weeks had all her time anticipated \>^ 
parties and engagements^ Every morning fhe E^ 
befpoke, in the fummer, for the gardens; in th^ 
winter, for a fale; every afternoon fhe has vifit:^ 
to pay, and every night brings an inviolable ap-^ 
pointment, or an aflfembly in which the befl com-* 
pany in the town were to appear. 

You will eafily imagine that much of my dxy^ 
meflick comfort is withdrawn. I never fee my wifi^ 
but in the hurry of preparation, or the languor o0 
wearinefs. To drefs and to undrefs is almoft her 
whole bufinefs in private^ and the fervants tak^ 

advantagcr 



N«53- THE IDLER, 213 

advantage of her negligence to increafe expence. 
But I can fupply her omiffious by my own dili- 
gence, and Ihould not much regret this new courfe 
of life, if it did nothing more than transfer to me 
the care of our accounts. The changes which it 
has made are more vexatious. My wife has no 
longer the ufe of her underftanding. She has no 
rule of adtion but the fafbion. She has no opinion 
but that of the peqple of quality. She has no lan- 
guage but the dialedt of her own fet of company. 
She hates and admires in humble imitation; and 
Qchpes the words charming and deteJlabU without 
confulting her own perceptions. 

If for a few minutes we fit down together, Ihe 
ciitertains me with the repartees of lady Cackle^ or 
the converfation of lord Whijjier and mifs ^lick^ 
and wonders to find me receiving with indif- 
ference fayings which put all the company into 
^ughtcr. 

By her old friends ihe is no longer very willing 
10 be feen, but (he muft not rid herfelf of them all 
at once; and is fometimes furprifed by her bed 
vifitants in company which Ihe would not ihew, 
and cannot hide ; but from the moment that a 
countefs enters, flic takes care neither to hear nor 
fee them: they foon find themfelves negleded, 
and retire ; and Ihe tells her ladyftiip that they are 
fomehow related at a great diftance, and that as 
they are good fort of peo^ple Ihe cannot be rude to 
them. 

As by this ambitious union with thofe that are 
above her, flie is always forced upon difadvanta- 

P 3 geous 
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geous comparifons of her condition with theirs, 
Ihe has a conftant fource of mifery within; and 
never returns from glittering affcmblies and mag- 
nificent apartments but flie growls out her difcon- 
tent, and wonders why ihe was doomed to fo in- 
digent a flate. When Ihe attends the duchefs to a 
fale, (he always fees fomething that fhe cannot buy ; 
and, that £he may not feem wholly infignificant, flie 
will fometimes venture to bid, and often make ac- 
quifitions which ihe did not want at prices which 
Ihe cannot afford. 

What adds to all this uneafinefs is, that this 
cxpence is without ufe, and this vanity without 
honour; ihe forfakes houfcs where fhe might be 
courted, for thofe where ihe is only fuffered; her 
equals are daily made her enemies, and her fuperiors 
will never be her friends. 

I am, SIR, yours, &c. 



Numb- 
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Numb. 54. Saturday, jipril 2^^ ^759- 

To the IDLE R. 

SIR. 

YOU have lately entertained your admirers 
with the cafe of an unfortunate hufband, and 
thereby given a demonftrative proof you are not 
averfe even to hear appeals and terminate differences 
between man and wife; I therefore take the liberty 
to prefent you with the cafe of an injured lady, 
which, as it chiefly relates to what I think the 
lawyers call a point of law, I (hall do in as juridical 
a manner as I am capable, and fubmit it to the 
confideration of the learned gentlemen of that pro- 
feifion. 

Imprimis. In the ftyle pf my marriage articles, a 
marriage was had and fiUmnizedy about fix months 
ago, between me and Mr. Savecharges^ a gentleman 
pofTeffed of a plentiful fortune of his own, and one 
who, I was perfuaded, would improve, and not 
fpend, mine. 

Before our marriage, Mr. Savecharges hzd all along 
preferred the falutary exercife of walking on foot to 
the diftempered eafe, as he terms it, of lolling in a 
chariot ; but, notwithftanding his fine panegyricks 
on walking, the great advantages the infantry were 
in the fole pofleflSon of, and the many dreadful 
dangers ihcy efcaped, he found I had very different 

P 4 notions 
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notions of an equipage, and was not cafily to be con- 
verted, or gained over to his party. 

An equipage I was determined to have, whenever 
I married. 1 too well knew the difpofition of my 
intended confort to leave the providing one intirely 
to his honour, and flatter myfelf Mr. Savecbarges 
has, in the articles made previous to our marriage, 
agreed to keep ?Jie a coach ; but left I Ihould be mif-. 
taken, or the attorneys fhould not have done me 
juftice in methodizing or legalizing thcfe half dozen 
words, 1 will fet about and tranfcribe that part or 
the agreement, which will explain the matter to you 
much better than can be done by one who is fo 
deeply interefted in the event ; and fliew on what 
foundation I build my hopes of being foon under 
the tranfporting, delightful denomination of a fafliion- 
able lady, who enjoys the exalted and much-envied 
felicity of bowling about in her own coach. 

" And further the faid Solomon Savecbarges, for 
** divers good caufes and confiderations him here-* 
*^ unto moving, hath agreed, and doth hereby 
*« agree, that the faid Solomon Savecbarges ihall and 
«« will, fo foon as conveniently may be after the fo-. 
^^ lemnizatlon of the faid intended marriage, at his 
** own proper coft and charges, find and provide a 
** certain vehicle or four-wheel carriage^ commonly 
•^ called or known by the name of a coach ; which faid 
*^ vehicle or wheel-carriage, fo called or known by 
** the name of a coach, fliall be ufcd and enjoyed by 
*« the faid Sukcy Modijh^ his intended wife/' [pray 
mind that, Mr. Idler'] " at luch times and in fuch 
♦« manner as flie the faid Sukcy Mod^fo fliall think fit 
<c o,nd convenient." 

Such, 
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Such, Mr. Idler^ is the agreement my paffionate 
admirer entered into; and what the dear frugal 
bufband calls a performance of it remains to be de- 
fcribed. Soon after the ceremony of figning and 
fealing was over, our wedding-clothes being fent 
home, and, in Ihort, every thing in readinefs except 
the coach, my own fliadow was fcarcely more conftant 
than my paffionate lover in his attendance on me : 
wearied by his perpetual importunities for what he 
called a completion of his blifs, I confented to make 
him happy ; in a few daj^s I gave him my hand, 
and, attended by Hymen in his faffron robes, retired 
to a country-feat of my hufband's, where the honey- 
moon flew over our heads ere we had time to re- 
colieift ourfelves, or think of our engagements in 
town. Well, to town we came, and you may be 
Aire, Sir, I expedted to ftep into my coach on my 
arrival here; but what was my furprize and difap- 
pointment, when, inftead of this, he began to found 
in my ears, " That the intereft of money was low, 
very low ; and what a terrible thing it was to be 
incumbered with a little regiment of fervants in 
thefe hard times !" I could eafily perceive what all 
this tended to, but would not feem to underftand 
him; which made it highly neceflary for Mr. Save^ 
charges to explain himfelf more intelligibly ; to harp 
^ppn and proteft he dreaded the expence of keeping 
a coach. And truly, for his part, he could not 
Conceive how the pleafure refulting from fuch a 
Convenience could be any way adequate to the 
heavy expence attending it. I now thought it high 
time to fpeak with equal plainnefs, and told him, as 
^he fortune I brought fairly entitled me to ride in 

my 
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my own coach, and as I was fenfible his circutnftances 
would very well afford it, he muft pardon me if I 
infifted on a performance of his agreement. 

I appeal to you, Mr. Idler^ whether any thing 
could be more civil, more complaifant, than this? 
And, would you believe it, the creature in return, a 
few days after, accofted me, in an offended tone, 
with, ** Madam, I can now tell you your coach is 
" ready ; and fince you are fo paffionately fond of 
^* one, I intend you the honour of keeping a pair of 
** horfes.— You infiQed upon having an article of 
** pin-money, and horfes are no part of my agree- 
** ment.'' Bafe, defigning wretch ! — I beg your 
pardon, Mr. Idler^ the very recital of fuch mean, 
ungentleman-like behaviour fires my blood, and 
lights up a flame within me. But hence, thou worfl 
of monflers, ill timed Rage, and let me notfpoil my 
caufe for want of temper. 

Now, though I am convinced I might make a 
worfe ufe of part of the pin money, than by ex- 
tending my bounty towards the fupport of fo ufeful 
a part of the brute creation; yet, like a true-born 
Englifhwoman, I am fo tenacious of my rights and 
privileges, and moreover fo good a friend to the 
gentlemen of the law, that I proteft, Mr. Idler^ 
fooner than tamely give up the point, and be 
quibbled out of my right, I will receive my pin- 
money, as it were, with one hand, and pay it to 
them with the other ; provided they will give me, 
or, which is the fame thing, my truftees, encou- 
ragement to commence a fuit againft this dear, 
frugal hufband of mine. 

And 
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And of this I can't have the Icaft (hadow of doubt, 
inafmuch as I have been told by very good authority, 
it is fome way or other laid down as a rule, ** * That 
" whenever the law doth give any thing to one, it 
*' giveth impliedly whatever is neceflary for the 
** taking and enjoying the fame/' Now, I would 
gladly know what enjoyment I, or any lady in 'the 
kingdom, can have of a coach without horfes ? 
The anfwer is obvious — None at all ! For as Serj. 
Catlyne very wifely obferves, ** Though a coach has 
•^ wheels, to the end it may thereby and by virtue 
** thereof be enabled to move ; yet in point of utility 
** it may as well have none, if they are not put in 
** motion by means of its vital parts, that is, the 
** horfes." 

And therefore, Sir, I humbly hope you and the 
learned in the law will be of opinion, that two cer- 
tain animals, or quadruped creatures, commonly 
called or known by the name of horfes, ought to be 
annexed to, and go along with, the coach. 

SUKEY SaVECHARGES. 

* Coke on Littleton. 
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Numb. 55. Saturday, May 5, 1759. 

"To the IDLE R. 
Mr. Idler, 

I HAVE taken the liberty of laying before you 
my complaint, and of defiring advice or confo- 
lation with the greater confidence, becaufe I believe 
many other writers have fuflfered the fame indigni- 
ties with myfelf, and hope my quarrel will be re- 
garded by you and your readers as the common caufe 
of literature. 

Having been long a ftudent, I thought myfelf 
qualified in time to become an author. My en- 
quiries have been much diverfified and far extended, 
and not finding my genius directing me by irre- 
fiftible impulfe to any particular fubjcdt, I deli- 
berated three years which part of knowledge to 
illuftrate by my labours. Choice is more often 
determined by accident than by reafon : I walked 
abroad one morning with a curious lady, and by her 
enquiries and obfervations was incited to write the 
natural hiftory of the county in which I rcfide. 

Natural hiftory is no work for one that loves his 
chair or his bed. Speculation may be purfued on 
a foft couch, but nature muft be obferved in the 
open air. I have collefted materials with indefa- 
tigable pertinacity. I have gathered glow-worms 
in th* 'evening, and fnails in the morning; I have 
fccn the daify clofe and open, I have heard the owl 

Ihritk 
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ihriek at midnight^ and hunted infeds in the heat 
of noon. 

Seven years I was employed in colleding animals 
and vegetables, and then found that my defign was 
yet imperfedt. The fubterrancan treafures of the 
place had been paffed unobferved, and another year 
was to be fpent in mines and coal-pits. What I 
had already done fupplied a fufBcient motive to do 
more. I acquainted myfelf with the black inhabi- 
tants of metallic caverns, and, in defiance of damps 
and floods, wandered through the gloomy laby« 
rinths, and gathered foffils from every fiffure. 

At laft I began to write, and as I finiftied any 
feftion of my book, read it to fuch of my friends as 
were moft fkilful in the matter which it treated* 
None of them were fatisfi^d 5 one diQiked the dif- 
pofition of the parts, another the colours of the ftyle; 
one advifed me to enlarge, another to abridge. I 
rcfolved to read no more, but to take my own way 
and write on, for by confultatioh I only perplexed 
my thoughts and retarded my work. 

The book was at laft finilhed, and I did not 
doubt but my labour would be repaid by profit, and 
my ambition fatisfied with honours. I confidered 
that natural hiftory is neither temporary nor locals 
and that though I limited my enquiries to. my own 
country, yet every part of the earth has productions 
common to all the reft. Civil hiftory may be par- 
tially ftudied, the revolutions of one nation may be 
neglefted by another ; but after that in which all 
have an intereft, all muft be inquifitive. No man 
can have funk fo far into ftupidity as not to con- 
fider the properties of the ground on which he 

walk&^ 
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walks, of the plants on which he feeds, or the 
animals that delight his ear, or amufe his eye ; and 
therefore I computed that univerfal curiofity would 
call for many editions of my book, and that in five 
years I fliould gain fifteen thoufand pounds by the 
fale of thirty thoufand copies. 

When I began to write, I infured the houfe ; and 
fuffered the utmoft folicitude when I entrufted my 
book to the carrier, though I had fecured it againft 
mifchances by lodging two tranfcripts in different 
places. At my arrival, I expeded that the patrons 
of learning would contend for the honour of a dedi- 
cation, and refolved to maintain the dignity of let- 
ters, by a haughty contempt of pecuniary folicita- 
tions. 

1 took lodgings iiear the houfe of the Royal So- 
ciety, and expedted every morning a vifit from the 
prefident. I walked in the Park, and wondered 
that I overheard no mention of the great naturalift* 
At laft I vifited a noble earl, and told him of my 
work : he anfwered, that he was under an engage- 
ment never to fublcribe. I was angry to have that 
refufed which I did not mean to afk, and concealed 
my defign of making him immortal. I went next 
day to another, and, in refentment of my late af- 
front, offered to prefix his name to my new book. 
He faid, coldly, that he did not underftand thofe 
things; another thought there were too many books; and 
another would talk with me when the races were over. 
Being amazed to find a man of learning fo in- 
decently flighted, I refolved to indulge the philo- 
fophical pride of retirement and independence. I 
then fent to fome of the principal bookfellers the 

plaa 
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plan of my book, and befpoke a large room in the 
next tavern, that I might more commodioufly fee 
them together, and enjoy the conteft, while they 
were outbidding one another. 1 drank my coffee, 
and yet nobody was come ; at lad I received a 
note from one, to tell me that he was going out 
of town ; and from another, that natural hiftory 
was out of his way. At laft there came a grave 
man, who defired to fee the work, and, without 
opening it, told me, that a book of that fize would 
never do. 

I then condefcended to ftep into (hops, and men- 
tion my work to the mailers. Some never dealt 
with authors ; others had their hands full ; fome 
never had known fuch a dead time ; others had loft 
by all that they had publilhed for the laft twelve- 
month. One offered to print my work, if I could 
procure fubfcriptions for five hundred, and would 
allow me two hundred copies for my property. I 
loft my patience, and gave him a kick; for which he 
has indifted me. 

I can eafily perceive, that there is a combination 
among them to defeat my expcftations ; and I find 
it fo general, that I am fure it muft have been long 
concerted. I fuppofe fome of my friends, to whom 
I read the firft part, gave notice of my defign, and, 
perhaps, fold the treacherous intelligence at a higher 
price than the fraudulence of trade will now allow 
me for my book. 

Inform me, Mr. IdleVy what I muft do ; where 
muft knowledge and induftry find their recompencc, 
thus neglefted by the high, and cheated by the 
low ! 1 fometimcs refolve to print my book at my 

own 
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own expence, and, like the Sibyl, double the price; 
and fometimes am tempted, in emulation of Ra^' 
ieigh, to throw it into the fire, and leave this fordid 
generation to the curfes of pofterity. Tell me, dear 
Jdler^ what I ihall do. 

I am, SI R, &c. 



Numb. 56. Saturday, May 21, 1759. 

THERE is fuch difference between the pur- 
fuits of men, that one part of the inhabitants 
of a great city lives to little other purpofe than to 
wonder at the reft. Some have hopes and fears, 
wilhes and averfions, which never enter into the 
thoughts of others, and enquiry is laborioufly ex- 
erted to gain that which thofe who poffefs it are 
ready to throw away. 

To thofe who are accu domed to value every 
thing by its ufe, and have no fuch fuperfluity of time 
or money as may prompt them to unnatural wants 
or capricious emulations, nothing appears more 
improbable or extravagant than the love of curiofities, 
or that defire of accumulating trifles, which diftin- 
guifties many by whom no other diftindion could 
have ever been obtained. 

He that has lived without knowing to what 
height defire may be raifed by vanity, with what 
rapture baubles are fnatched out of the hands of 
rival colledors, how the eagernefs of one raifes 
cagernefs in another, and one worthlcfs purchafc 
I makes 
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makes a fecond neceflary, may, by paffing a few 
hours at an au6lion^ learn more than can be Ihewa 
by many volumes of maxims or effays. 

The advertifement of a fale is a fignal which 
tt once puts a thoufand hearts in motion, and 
brings contenders from every part to the fcene of 
diftriburion. He that had refolved to buy no 
more, feels his conftancy fubdued; there is now 
fomething in the catalogue which completes his 
cabinet, and which he was never before able to 
find. He whofe fober refledions inform him, that 
of adding coUedion to colledion there is no end> 
and that it is wife to leave early that which mu(t 
be left imperfcft at laft, yet cannot withhold him- 
felf from coming to fee what it is that brings fo 
many together, and when he comes is foon over- 
powered by his habitual paffion ; he is attradted by 
rarity, feduced by example, and inflamed by com*^ 
petition. 

While the ftores of pride and happinefs are fur* 
Veyed, one looks with longing eyes and gloomy 
countenance on that which he defpairs to gain from 
a richer bidder; another keeps his eye with care 
from fettling too long on that which he moft ear- 
neftly defires; and another, with more art than 
virtue, depreciates that which he values moft, in 
hope to have it- at an eafy rate. 

The novice is often furprized to fee what mi- 
nute and unimportant difcriminations increafe or 
diminilh value. An irregular contortion of a tur- 
binated ftiell, which common eyes pafs unregarded, 
will ten times treble its price in the imagination of 

Vol, VII. q^ philo. 
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philofopliers. Beauty is far from operating upotl 
colledors as upon low and vulgar mindsy ereA 
where beauty might be thought the only quality 
that could deferve notice. Among the ftiells that 
pleafe by their variety of colours, if one can be 
found accidentally deforn^d by a cloudy fpot, it is 
boaded as the pride of the coliedtion. China is 
fometimes purchafed for little lefs than ks weight 
in goldy only becaufe it is old, though neither lefs 
brittle, nor better painted, than the modem; and 
brown china is caught up with extafy, though ne 
reafon can be imagined for which it fliould be pre* 
ferred to common veflels of common clay. 

The fate of prints and coins is equally inexpl^ 
cable. Some prints are treafured up as ineftimaWjr 
valuable, becaufe the impreffion was made before 
the plate was finiihed. Of coins the price rifes not 
from the purity of the metal, the excellence of the 
workmanlhip, the elegance of the legend, or the 
chronological ufc. A piece, of which neither .the 
infcription can be read, nor the face diftinguiflied, 
if there remain of it but enough to Ihew that it is 
rare, will be fought by contending nations, and 
dignify the treafury in which it (hall be Ihown. 

Whether this curiofity, fo barren of immediate 
advantage, and fo liable to depravation, does more 
harm or good, is not eafily decided. Its harm is 
apparent at the firft view. It fills the mind with 
trifling ambition; fixes the attention upon things 
which have feldom any tendency towards virtue of 
wifdom; employs in idle enquhries the time that is 
given for better purpofes ; and often ends in mean 

and 
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and difboneft pradices, when defire increafcs by 
indulgence beyond the power of honed gratifica- 
tion. 

Thefe are the effeds of curiofity in excefs ; but 
what paffion in excefs will not become vicious? All 
indifferent qualities and pradicesare bad if they ar« 
Compared with thofe which are good, and good If 
they are oppofed to thofe that are bad. The pride 
or the pleafure of making colleftions, if it be re- 
trained by prudence and morality, produces a 
pleaiing remiffion after more laborious ftudies; fur- 
biihes an amufement not wholly unprofitable for 
that part of life, the greater part of many lives, 
which would otherwife be loll in idlenefs or vice ; 
It produces an ufcful traffick between the induftry of 
indigence and the curiofity of wealth; it brings 
many things to notice that would be neglcded, 
and, by fixing the thoughts upon inrelledlual plea- 
fures, refifts the natural encroachments of fenfuality, 
and maintains the mind in her lawful fuperioricy. 



Q^% NlTMB* 



228 T H E I D L E R^ K*57. 



Numb. ^j. Saturday, May 19, 1759. 

PRUDENCE IS of more frequent ufe than any 
other intelleftual quality ; it is exerted on flight 
occafionSy and called into a& by the curfery bufinefs 
of common life. 

Whatever is univerfally neceflary, has been granted 
to mankind on eafy terms. Prudence, as it is always 
wanted, is without great difficulty obtained. It re- 
quires neither extenfive view nor profound fearch, but 
forces itfelf, by fpontaneous impulfe, upon a mind 
neither great nor bufy, neither ingroffed by vaft dc- 
figns, nor diftradled by multiplicity of attention. 

Prudence operates on life in the fiamc manner Z3r 
rules on compofition: it produces vigilance rathcc" 
than elevation, rather prevents lofs than procure5» 
advantage; and often efcapes mifcarriages, but fel— 
dom reaches either power or honour. It quemrhe^^ 
that ardour of enterprize, by which every thing is 
done that can claim praifc or admiration; and re- 
prefles that generous temerity which often fails and 
often fucceeds. Rules may obviate faults, but can 
never confer beauties ; and prudence keeps life fafe, 
but docs not often make it happy. The world is 
not amazed with prodigies of excellence, but when 
wit tramples upon rules, and magnanimity breaks 
the chains of prudence. 

One of the moft prudent of all that have fallen 
within my obfervation, is my old companion Sopbron, 
who has paffed through the world in quiet, by per- 
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petual adherence to a few plain maxims^ and wonders 
how contention and diftrefs can fo often happen. 

The firft principle of Sopbron is to run no hazards. 
Though he loves money, he is of opinion, that fru- 
gality is a more certain fource of riches than in- 
dufiry. It is to no purpofe that any profpcft of 
large profit is fet before him ; he believes little about 
futurity, and does not love to truft his money out of 
his fight, for nobody knows what may happen. He 
has a fmall eftate, which he lets at the old rent, be- 
caufe // is better to have a little than nothings but he 
rigoroufly demands payment on the ftated day, for 
be sbaS cannot pay one quarter cannot pay two. If he 
b told of any improvements in agriculture, he likes 
the old way, has obferved that changes very feldonx 
9nfwer expe(%ation, is of opinion that our forefathers 
knew how to till the ground as well as we ; and con- 
cludes with an argument that nothing can overpower, 
that the cxpence of planting and fencing is imme- 
diaite, and the advantage diltant, and that he is no 
wife man who will quit a certainty for an uncertainty. 

Another of Sophron^s rules is, to mind no bufmefs but 
bis own. In the ftate he is of no party; but hears 
and fpeaks of publick affairs with the fame coldnefs 
as of the adminiftration of fome ancient republick. 
If any flagrant aft of fraud or oppreflibn is men- 
tioned, he hopes that all is not true that is told: if 
mifconduft or corruption puts the nation in a flame, 
he hopes that every man means well. At elcdtions he 
leaves his dependants to their own choice, and de* 
cUncs to vote himfelf, for every candidate is a good 
man, whom he is unwilling to oppofe or offend. 

Q.3 If 
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If difputes happen among his neighbours, he ob* 
ferves an invariable and cold neutrality. His pundu* 
ality has gained him the reputation of bonefty, and 
his caution that of wifdom ; and few would rcfufe to 
refer their claims to his award. He might have 
prevented many expenfive law-fuits, and quenched 
many a feud in its firft fmoke ; but always rcfufes the 
office of arbitration, becaufe he muft decide againft 
one or the other. 

With the affairs of other families he is always 
unacquainted. He fees eftates bought and foldi 
fquandered and increafed, without praifing the eco* 
nomift, or cenfuring the fpendthrift. He never 
courts the rifing, left they fliould fall ; nor infults 
the fallen, left they fliould rife again. His caution 
as the appearance of virtue, and all who do not 
want his help praife his benevolence ; but, if any 
man folicits his afliftance, he has juft fent away all 
his money ; and, when the petitioner is gone, de- 
clares to his family that he is forry for his misfor- 
tunes, has always looked upon him with particular 
kindnefs, and therefore could not lend him money, 
left he Ihould deftroy their friendfhip by the neceffity 
of enforcing payment. 

Of domeftick misfortunes he has never beard. 
When he is told the hundredth time of a gentle- 
man's daughter who has married the coachman, he 
lifts up his hands with aftonilhmenr, for he always 
thought her a very fober girl. When nuptial quar- 
rels, after having filled the country with talk and 
laughter, at laft end in feparation, he never can con- 
ceive how it happened, for he looked upon them as 
a happy couple. 

If 
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If his advice is afked^ he never gives any parti- 
cular dire&ion, beaufe events are uncertain, and he 
will bring no blame upon himfelf ; but he takes the 
coniulter tenderly by the hand, tells him he makes 
his cafe his own, and advifes him not to adt raihly, 
but to weigh the reafons on both fides ; obferves, 
that a man may be as eafily too hafty as too flow, 
9nd that as many fail by doing too much as too little; 
that a wife man has two ears and one tongue ; and that 
little /aid is foon amended; that he could tell him this 
and thkt, but that after all every man is the beft judge 
of bis own affairs. 

With this fome are fatisfied, and go home with 
great reverence of Sophrons wifdom ; and none are 
offended, becaufc every one is left in full pofTeffiou 
of his own opinion. 

Sophron gives no charafters. It is equally vain to 
tell him of vice and virtue ; for he has remarked, that 
no man likes to be cenfured, and that very few are 
delighted with the praifes of another. He has a few 
terms which he ufes to all alike. With refpeft to 
fortune, he believes every family to be in good cir- 
cumftances ; he never exalts any underftanding by 
lavifh praife, yet he meets with none but very fen- 
iible people. Every man is honelt and hearty ; and 
every woman is a good creature. 

Thus Sophron creeps along, neither loved nor hated, 
neither favoured nor oppofed : he has never attempt- 
ed to grow rich, for fear of growing poor ; and has 
raifed no friends, for fear of making enemies. 
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Numb. 58* Saturday, Miy z6, 1759, 

PLEASURE is very feldom found where it 19 
fought. Our brighteft blazes of gladnefs arc 
commonly kindled by unexpefted fparks. llbc 
flowers which fcatter their odours from time to time 
in the paths of life, grow up without culture froflj 
feeds fcattered by chance. 

Nothing is more hopelefs than a fcheme of mer^ 
riment. Wits and humourifts are brought together 
from diftant quarters by preconcerted invitations} 
they come attended by their admirers prepared to 
laugh and to applaud 5 they gaze a-while on each 
other, afliamcd to be filent, and afraid to fpeak; 
every man is difcontenred with himfelf, grows 
angry with thofe that give him pain, and refolves 
that he will contribute nothing to the merriment 
of fuch worthlefs company.^ Wine inflames the 
general malignity, and changes fullennefs to pe- 
tulance, till at laft none can bear any longer the 
prefence of the reft. They retire to vent their in- 
dip^nation in fafer places, where they are heard with 
attention; their importance is reftored, they reco- 
ver their good humour, and gladden the night with 
wit and jocularity. 

Merriment is always the eflfefl: of a fudden im-* 
preflion. The jeft which is cxpefted is already dc-i 
flroyed. The moft aftive imagination will be fome-* 
times torpid under the frigid influence of melancholy, 

and 
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imd fometimes occafions will ht wanting to tempt 
the mind^ however volatile, to Tallies and excur- 
fioni. Nothing was ever faid with uncommon fe* 
Hcxty, but by the co-operation of chance; and^ 
therefore, wit as well as valour muft be content to 
fliare its honours with fortune. 

All other pleafures are equally uncertain; the 
general remedy of uneafinefe is change of place; 
almoft every one has fome journey of pleafure ia 
his mind, with which he flatters his expedation* 
He that travels in theory has no inconvenience ; he 
has ihade and funihine at his difpofal, and wherever 
he alights finds tables of plenty and looks of gaiety. 
Thefe ideas are indulged till the day of departure 
arrives, the chaife is called, and the progrefs of hap* 
pinefs begins. 

A few miles teach him the fallacies of imagina* 
tion. The road is dufty, the air is fultry, the horfes 
are fluggifli, and the poftilion brutal. He longs 
for the time of dinner, that he may eat and reft. 
The inn is crowded, his orders are neglecfted, and 
nothing remains but that he devour in hafte what 
the cook has fpoiled, and drive on in queft of bet- 
ter entertainment. He finds at night a more com- 
modious houfe, but the beft is alvvayi worfe than he 
expefted. 

He at laft enters his native province, and re- 
folves to feaft his mind with the converfation of his 
old friends, and the recoUeftion of juvenile fro- 
licks. He flops at the houfe of his friend, whom 
he defigns to overpower with pleafure by the unex* 
pefted interview. He is not known till he tells his 
name, and revives the memory of himfelf by a gra- 
dual 
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dual explanation. He is then coldly received, and 
ceremonioufly fealled. He hades away to another» 
whom his affairs have called to a diflant place, and, 
having feen the empty houfe, goes away difguft- 
ed, by a difappointmenc which could not be in- 
tended becaufe it could not be forefeen. At the 
next houfe he finds every face clouded with mif* 
fortune, and is regarded with malevolence as an uo* 
reafonable intruder, who conKs not to vifit but to 
infult them. 

It is feldom that we find either men or places 
fuch as we exped them. Ho that has pidured a 
profped: upon his fancy, will receive little pleaiure 
from his eyes ; he that has anticipated the conver- 
fation of a wit, will wonder to what prejudice he 
owes his reputation. Yet it is neceffary to hope, 
though hope fhould always be deluded; for hope 
itfelf is happinefs, and its fruftrations, however fre* 
quent, are yet lefs dreadful than its extindioD« 
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Numb. 59. SatvrdaYj June 2, 1759* 

IN the common enjoyments of life, we cannot 
very liberally indulge the prefent hour, but by 
anticipating part of the pleafure which might have 
relieved the tedioufnefs of another day ; and any 
uncommon exertion of ftrength, or perfeverance in 
labour, is fucceeded by a long interval of languor 
and wearinefs. Whatever advantage we fnatch 
beyond the certain portion allotted us by nature, 
is like money fpent before it is due, which at the 
time of regular payment will be mifled and re- 
gretted. 

Fame, like all other things which arc fuppofed to 
give or to encreafe happinefs, is difpenfed with the 
fame equality of diftribution. He that is loudly 
praifed will be clamoroufly cenfured ; he that rifes 
haftily into fame will be in danger of finking fud* 
denly into oblivion. 

Of many writers who filled their age with won- 
der, and whofe names we find celebrated in the 
books of their contemporaries, the works are now 
no longer to be feen, or are fcen only amidft the 
lumber of libraries which are feldom vifited, where 
they lie only to Ihew the deceitfulnefs of hope, and 
the uncertainty of honour. 

Of tb^ decline of reputation many caufes may be 

aflSgned. It is commonly loft becaufe it never was 

deferved ; and was conferred at firft, not by the fuf- 

I fragc 
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fragc of criticifm, but by the fondnefs of fricnd- 
fliip, or fervility of flattery. The great and popu- 
lar are very freely applauded ; but all foon grow 
weary of echoing to each other a name which has 
no other claim to notice, but that many mouths are 
pronouncing it at once. 

But many have loft the -final reward of their 
labours, becaufe they were too hafty to enjoy it. 
They have laid hold on recent occurrences, and 
eminent names, and delighted their readers with aU 
lufions and remarks, in which all were interefted, 
and to which all therefore were attentive. But 
the effeA ceafed with its caufe ; the time quickly 
came when new events drove the former from me- 
mory, when the viciffitudes of the world brought 
new hopes and fears, transferred the love and 
hatred of the publick to other agents, and the 
writer, whofe works were no longer aflifted by gra- 
titude or refentment, was left to the cold regard of 
idle curiofity. 

He that writes upon general principles, or de- 
livers univerfal truths, may hope to be often read, 
becaufe his work will be equally ufeful at all times 
and in every country ; but he cannot expeft it to 
be received with eagernefs, or to fpread with ra- 
pidity, becaufe defire can have no particular fti- 
mulation : that which is to be loved long muft be 
loved with feafon rather than with paffion. He 
that lays out his labours upon temporary fubjedts, 
eafily finds readers, and quickly lofes them ; for 
what fliould make the book valued when its fubjedt 
is no more ? 

Thefc 
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Thefe obfervaiions will fliew the reafon why the 
poem of Hudibras is ahiioft forgotten, however em- 
bclliihed with fentiments and diverfified with allu- 
fions, however bright with wit, and however folid 
with truth. The hypocrify which it detedted, and 
the folly which it ridiculed, have long vaniflaed 
from publick notice. Thofe who had felt ilie mif- 
chief of difcord, and the tyranny of ufurpation, 
read it with rapture, for every line brought back 
to memory fomething known, and gratified refent- 
jnent by the jufl: cenfure of fomething hated. But 
the book which was once quoted by princes, and 
which fupplied converfation to all the aflemblies of 
the gay and witty, is now feldom mentioned, and 
even by thofe that affed to mention it, is feldom read. 
So vainly is wit laviihed upon fugitive topicks, fo 
little can architedlure fecure duration when the 
ground is falfe. 
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Numb. 60. Saturday^ 'June 9, 1759^ 

CRITICISM is a (ludy by which men groW 
important and formidable at a very fmall ttr 
pence. The power of inventioh has been con- 
ferred by nature up6n few, and the labour of learn«^ 
ing thofe fciaices which may by mere labour be 
obtained is too great to be willingly endured ; but 
every man can exert fuch judgement as he has updrt 
the works of others; and he whom nature has made 
weak, and idlenefs keeps ignorant, may yet fupport 
his vanity by the name of a Critick. 

I hope it will give comfort to great numbers who 
are paffing through the world in obfcurity, when I 
inform them how eafily diftindion may be obtained. 
All the other powers of literature arc coy and 
haughty, they mull be long courted, and at laft 
are not always gained ; but Criticifm is a goddefs 
eafy of accefs and forward of advance, who will 
meet the flow, and encourage the timorous ; the 
want of meaning flie fupplies with words, and the 
want of fpirit flie recompenfes with malignity. 

This profeffion has one recommendation peculiar 
to itfelf, that it gives vent to malignity without 
real mifchief. No genius was ever blafted by the 
breath of criticks. The poifon which, if confined, 
would have burft the heart, fumes away in empty 
hiffes, and malice is fet at eafe with very little 
danger to merit. The Critick is the only man whofe 

triumph 
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triumph is without another's pain^ and wbofe great- 
nefs docs not rife upon another's ruin. 

To a ftudy at once fo eafjr and fo reputable, fo ma- 
licious and fo harmlefs, it cannot be neceflary to in- 
vite my readers by a long or laboured exhortation ; 
it is fufEcient, fince all would be Criticks if they 
could^ to (hew by one eminent example that all caa 
be Criticks if they will. 

Dick Mintm^ after the common courfe of puerile 
ftudies^ in which he was no great proficient, was 
put an apprentice to a brewer, with whom he bad 
lived two years, when his uncle died in the city, and 
left him a large fortune in the Itocks. Dick had 
for fix months before ufed the company of the lower 
players, of whom he had learned to fcorn a trade, 
and, being now at liberty to follow his genius, he 
rcfolved to be a man of wit and humour. That he 
might be properly initiated in his new charader, he 
frequented the cofFce-houfes near the theatres, where 
he liftened very diligently, day after day, to thofe 
who talked of language and fentiments, and unities 
and cataftrophes, till by flow degrees he began to 
think that he underftood fomething of the ftage, and 
hoped in time to talk himfelf. 

But he did not truft fo much to natural fagacity 
ftS wholly to negled: the help of books. When 
tbe theatres were ihut, he retired to Richmond with 
9 few feleft writers, whofe opinions he imprefled 
upon his memory by unwearied diligence; and, 
when he returned with other wits to the town, wa^ 
able to tell, in very proper phrafes, that the chief 
bufinefs of art is to copy nature; that a perfcA 
writer n not to be expcfted, becaufe genius de- 
cays 
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cays as judgement increafes; that the great art ia the 
art of blotting ; and that, according to the rule of 
Horace, every piece ihould be kept nine years. 

Of the great authors he now began to difplay the 
charaders, laying down as an univerfal poiition, that 
all had beauties and defeats. His opinion was^ thit 
Sbakefpear, committing himfelf wholly to the impuUe 
of nature, wanted that corrednefs which learning 
would have given him ; and that Jon/on, trufting to 
learning, did not fufficiently caft his eye on naC^fe. 
He blamed the Jlanza of Spen/er, and could not 
bear the hexameters of Sidney. Denbam- and ffWAf 
he held the firft reformers- of Englijh numbers ; and 
thought that if Waller could have obtained tbf 
fbrength of Denham, or Denham the fweetnefa of 
Waller^ there had been nothing wanting to complete 
a poet. He often exprefled his commiferation oi 
Bryden^s poverty, and his indignation at the age 
which fuffered him to write for bread ; he repeated 
with rapture the firft lines of All for Love, but 
wondered at the corruption of tafte which c;ould 
bear any thing fo unnatural as rhyming tragedies* 
In Otway he found uncommon powers of moving the 
paffions, but was difgufted by his general negli- 
gence, and blamed him for making a confpirator his 
hero ; and never concluded his difquifition, without 
remarking how happily the found of the clock is 
made to alarm the audience. Southern would h^vc 
been his favourite, but that he mixes comick with 
tragick fcenes, intercepts the natural courfe of the 
paffions, and fills the mind with a wild confufion of 
mirth and melancholy. The verfification of Rowe 
be thought too melodious for the ftage, and two little 
3 raried 
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vtried in different paffiohs. He made it the great 
fault of Congrevfy that all his perfons were wits, and 
that he always wrote with more art than nature, .He 
confidcred Cato rather as a poem than a play, and 
allowed Addifon to be the complete mailer of alle* 
gory and grave humour, but paid no great defe- 
rence to him as a critick. He thought the chief 
merit of Prior was in his eafy tales and lighter 
poems, though he allowed that bis Solomon had many 
Doble fentiments elegantly expreffcd. In Swift he 
difcovered an inimitable vein of irony, and an eaii* 
nefs which all would hope and few would attain. 
Fope he was inclined to degrade from a poet to a 
verfifier, and thought his numbers rather lufcious 
than fweet. .He often lamented the negleft of 
P,badra and Hippolitus^ and wiihed to fee the ftage 
under better regulations. 

, Thefe aflertions paffed commonly uncontradidled ; 
and if now and then an opponent flatted up, he was 
quickly repreffed by the fuffrages of the company, 
and Minim went away from every difpute with ela- 
tion of heart and increafe of confidence. 

He now grew confcious of his abilities, and began 
to talk of the prefent ftate of dramatick poetry ; 
wondered what was become of the comick geniua 
which fupplied our anceftors with wit and pleafantry, * 
and why no writer could be found that durft now 
venture beyond a farce. He faw no reafon for 
thinking that the vein of humour was exhaufled, 
fince we live in a country where liberty fuffers every 
charadler to fpread itfelf to its utmoft bu'k, and 
which therefore produces more originals than all the 
reft of the world together. Of tragedy he con* 

Vol. VII. R eluded 
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eluded bufincrs to be the foul, and yet often hinted 
that love predominates too much upon the modtrn 
ftage. 

He was now an acknowledged ciritick, and had 
his own feat in a cofiee-houfe, and headed a patty 
in the pit. Minim has more vanity than ill-naturci • 
and feldom defires to do much mifchief; he will 
perhaps murmur a little in the ear of him that fits • 
next him, but endeavours to influence the audience 
to favour, by clapping when an aftor exclaims yf^ 
gods^ or laments the mifery of his country. 

By degrees he was admitted to rehearfels, and* 

many of his friends are of opinions ^hat our prefentH 

L poets are indebted to him for their happieft thoughts; 

)y his contrivance the bell was rung twice in Bar* 

'barajhy and by his perfuafion the author of Ckme\ 

concluded his play without a couplet ; for what ca 

be more abfurd^ faid Mimm, than that part of a 

I play fhould be rhymed^ and part written in blank] 

verfe? and by what acqulfition of faculties is the 

fpeaker, who never could find rhymes beforej cn-1 

abled to rhyme at the conclufion of an aft ? 

He is the great invefttgator of hidden beatities, J 
and is particularly delighted when he finds tbe[ 
\ found an echo to the Jenp. He has read all our 
poets with particular attention to this delicacy of] 
verfificationi and wonders at the fupinenefs withj 
which their \vorks have been hitherto pcrufed, foj 
that no man has found the found of a drum in this 
diftlch : 

'* When pulpit, drum ecclcfiaftic, 

«< Was beat wi^b fill inftead of a ftick j'* 
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and that the wonderful lines upon honour and a 
bubble have hitherto paffed without notice ; 

" Honour is like the glafly bubble, 

** Which coifts philofophers fuch trouble; 

•* Where, one part crack'd, the whole does fly, 

•* And wits arc crack'd to find out why." 

In thefc verfesi fays Minima we have two ftriking 
accommodations of the found to the fenfe. It is ' 
impoffible to utter the two lines emphatically with- 
out an ad' like that which they defcribe ; bubble 
and trouble caufing a momentary inflation of the 
cheeks by the retention of the breath, which is after- 
wards forcibly emitted, as in the pradHce of blowing 
bubbles. But the greateft excellence is in the third 
line, which is cracked in the middle to exprefs a 
crack, and then Ihivers into monofyllablcs. Yet has 
this diamond lain negleded with common (tones, 
and among the innumerable admirers of HuJibrar 
the obfervation of this fuperlative paflage has been 
lefcrved for the fagacity of Minim. 
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Numb. 6i. Saturday, June 15, ijs9* 

MR. Mnim had now advanced himfelf to the 
zenith of critical reputation ; when he was m 
the pit, every eye in the boxes was fixed upon him; 
when he entered his c6ffee«houfe, he was furrounded 
by circles of candidates, who pafTed their noviciate 
of literature under his tuition : his opinion was aiked 
by all who had no opinion of their own, and yet 
loved to debate and decide; and no compofition was 
fuppofed to pafs in fafety to pofterity, till it had 
been fecured by Minimis approbation. 

.Minim profefles great admiration of the wifdom 
and munificence by which the academies of the 
continent were raifed ; and often wifhes for fome 
ilandard of tafte, for fome tribunal, to which merit 
may appeal from caprice^ prejudice, and malignity. 
He has formed a plan for an academy of criticifm, 
where every work of imagination may be read before 
it is printed, and which Ihall authoritatively dire(ft the 
theatres what pieces to receive or rejedt, to exclude 
or to revive. 

Such an inftitution would, in Dick's opinion, 
fpread the fame of EngUJh literature over Europfy 
and make London the metropolis of elegance and 
politenefs, the place to which the learned and in- 
genious of all countries would repair for inftrucliort 
and improvement, and whefe nothing would any 
longer be applauded or endured that was not con- 
formed 



N«6i. T H E ID L E R. 245 

formed to the niccft rules, and finiihed with the 
higheft elegance. 

T ill feme happy conjnnftion of the planets fhall 
difpofe our princes or miniflers to make themfclves 
immortal by fuch an academy, Mnim contents him- 
felf to prefide four nights in a week in a critical 
fociety feleded by himlelf, where he is heard with- 
out contradidion^ and whence his judgement is dif- 
feminated through the great vulgar and the fmalh 

When he is placed in the chair of criticifm, he 
declares loudly for the noble fimplicity of our an- 
ceftors, in oppofition to the petty refinements, and 
ornamental luxuriance. Sometimes be is funk in 
defpair, and perceives falfe delicacy daily gaining 
ground, and fometimes brightens his countenance 
with a gleam of hope, and predi<5ls the revival of 
the true fublime. He then fulminates his loudeft 
tenfures againft the monkifti barbarity of rhyme; 
wonders how beings that pretend to reafon can be 
pleafed with one line always ending like another; 
tells how unjuftly and unnaturally fcnfe is facriticed 
to found ; how often the heft thoughts are mangled 
by the neceflity of confining or esftending them to 
the dimenfions of a couplet ; and rejoices that genius 
has, in our days, ftjaken off the Ihackles which had 
encumbered it fo long. Yet he allows that rhynt^e 
may fometimes be borne, if the lines be often broken, 
and the paufes judiciouily diverfified- 

From blank verfe he makes an eafy tr^nfitlon to 
MiUon, whom he produces as ai^ example of the flow 
advance of lafting reputation. MiUo^ is the only 
writer in whofe books Minim can read for ever without 
wcarinefs. What caufe it is that exempts this pleafure 
R 3 from 
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from fatiety he has long and diligently enqmredi 
lind believes it to confift in the perpetual variation of 
the numbers, by which the car is gratified and the at- 
tention awakened. The lines that are commonly 
thought rugged and unmufical, he conceives to have 
been written to temper the melodious luxury of the 
reft, or to exprefs things by a proper cadence : for 
he fcarcely finds a verfe that has not this favourite 
beauty ; he declares that he could fliiver in a hot* 
houfe when he reads that 

" the ground 
** Bums frore, and cold performs tli* effcft of fire ; 

and that, when MiUon bewails his blindnefs, the 
verfe, 

** So thick a drop fcrenc has quench'd thcfe orbs," 

has, he knows not how, fomething that ftrikes him 
with an obfcure fenfation like that which he fandes 
would be felt from the found of darknefs. 

Minim is not fo confident of his rules of judgement 
as not very eagerly to catch new light from the name 
of the author. He is commonly fo prudent as to 
fpare thofc whom he cannot refift, unlefs, as will 
fometimes happen, he finds the publick combined 
againli them. But a frelh pretender to fame he is 
ftrongly inclined to cenfure, till his own honour re- 
quires that he commend him. Till he knows the 
fuccefs of a compofition, he intrenches himfelf in 
general terms; there are fome new thoughts and 
beautiful paflages, but there is likewife much which 
he would have advifed the author to expunge. He 
has fevcral favourite epithets, of which he has never 

fettled 
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fettled the meaning, but which are very conimodi- 
oufly applied to books which he has not read, or 
cannot underftand. One is manly ^ another is dry^ 
another ^/jf, and another ^iwa^; fomerimes be dif- 
covers delicacy of ftyle, and fofnecimes meets with 
Jirangi txpreffions^ 

He is never fo great, or fo happy, as when a youth 
of promifing parts is brought to receive his direftjons 
for the profecution of his ft u dies. He then puts on 
a very ferious air; he advifes the pupil to read none 
but the beft authors, and, when he finds one congenial 
to his own mind J to ftudy his beauties, but avoid his 
faults, and, when he fits down to write, to confider 
bow his favourite author would think at the prefent 
time on the prefent occafion. He exhorts him to 
catch thofe moments when he finds his thoughts ex- 
panded and his genius exalted, but to take care left 
imagination hurry him beyond the bounds of nature. 
tic holds diligence the mother of fuccefs ; yet en^ 
joins hinij with great earneftnefs, not to read more 
than he can digeft, and not to confufe his mind by 
purfuing ftudies of contrary tendencies- He tells 
him, that every man has his genius, and that Ciaro 
could never be a poer. The boy retires illuminated, 
refolves to follow his genius, and to think how Mil- 
ion would have thought : and Mimm feafts upon his 
own beneficence till another day brings another pupil- 



R4 



NuMt* 



«48 T H E I P L ?: R. N" 6z» 

Numb. 6?. Saturday, June 313^ ^759^ 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 

AN opinion prevails almoft univerfally in the 
world, that he who has money has every 
thing. This is not a modern paradox, or the tenet 
of a fmall and obfcure feft, but a perfuafion which 
appears to have operated upon nioft minds in all 
ages, and which is fupported by authorities fo nu* 
merous and fo cogent, that nothing but long expe- 
rience could have given me confidence to queftion its 
truth. 

But experience is the teft by which all the philo- 
fophers of the prefent age agree, that fpeculation 
muft be tried ; and I may be therefore allowed to 
doubt the power of money, fince I have been a long 
time rich, and have not yet found that riches can 
make me happy. 

My father was a farmer, neither wealthy nor in- 
digent, who gave me a better education than was 
fuitable to my birth, becaufe my uncle in the city 
defigned me for his heir, and defired that \ might 
be bred a geptleman. My uncle's wealth was the 
perpetual fubjed: of converfation in the houfe; an4 
when ^ny little misfortune befell us, or any mortifi- 
cation dejeded us, my father always exhorted me 
.p hpld u|) my heac|, for my uncle woul^ never 
?parry, 

My 
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My uncle, indeed, kept his promife. Having 
his mind completely bufied between his warehoufe 
and the 'Change, he felt no tedioufnefs of life, nor 
any want of domeftick amufemcnts. When my fa- 
ther died, he received me kindly ; but, after a few 
months, finding no great pleafure in the converfa- 
tion of each other, we parted ; and he remitted me a 
fmall annuity, on which I lived a quiet and fludious 
life, without any wifli to grow great by the death of 
my benefadtor. 

But though I never fuffered any malignant impa* 
tience to fake hold on my mind, I could not forbear 
fometimes to imagine to myfelf the pleafure of 
being rich; and, when I read of diverfions and 
magnificence, refolved to try, when time ihould put 
the trial in my power, what pleafure they could 
afford. 

My uncle, in the latter fpring of his life, when 
his ruddy cheek and his firm nerves promifed him a 
Jong and healthy age, died of an apoplexy. His 
death gave me neither joy nor forrow. He did me 
good, and I regarded him with gratitude; but I 
could not pleafe him, and therefore could not love 
him. 

He had the policy of little minds, who love to 
furprize; and, having always reprefented his for- 
tune as lefs than it was, had, I fuppofe, often grati- 
fied himfelf with thinking, how I Ihould be de* 
lighted to find myfelf twice as rich as i expeded. 
My we?ilth was fuch as exceeded all the fchemes of 
expence which I had formed ; and I foon began to 
expand mv thoughts, apd look round fpr forpe pur- 
fhafe of felicity. 

Tho 
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The moft flriking effeft of riches is the fplendour 
of drefs, which every man has obfcrved to enforce . 
,Tefpe£k^ and facilitate reception j and my firft defire 
was to be fine* I fent for a taylor who was em* 
.^ployed by the nobility, and ordered fuch a fuk of^ 
dothes as I had often looked on with involuntaryj 
fubmiffioHj and am afhamed to remember with what] 
flutters of ezpeftation I waited for the hour whea 
1 ihould iffue forth in all the fplendour of embroi-' 
dcry. The clothes were brought, and for three] 
days I obferved maay eyes turned towards me 
as I paffcd: but I felt myfelf obftrufted in the] 
common inter courfe of civility, by an uneafy con- 
fcioufnefs of my new appearance i as I thought my- 
felf more obferved, 1 was more anxious about my j 
mien and behaviour j and the mien which is formed i 
by care Is commonly ridiculous. A Ihort time ac* 
cuftomed me to myfelf, and my drefs was withoutj 
pain, and without plcafure. 

For a Utile while I tried to be a rake, bat 
began tcso late; and having by nature no turn forj 
z frolic k, was in great danger of ending in 
drunkard* A fever, in which not one of my com- 
panions paid me a vific, gave me time for reflexion. 
j found that there was no great pleafure in breaking 
windows and lying in the round-houfe; and re- 
foWed to affociate no longer with thofe whom^j 
though 1 had treated and bailed them, 1 could nc 
make friends, 

1 then changed my me a fu res, kept running horfesj 
and had the comfort of feeing my name very oftefi^ 
in the news* I had a chelhut horfe, the grandfon of^ 
CbildiTS^ who won four plates^ and ten by matches^ 

and 
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and a bay filly, who carried oif the five years old 
plate, and was expected to form much greater 
exploits, when my groom broke her wind, becaufc 
I happened to catch him felling oats for been 
This happinefs was foon at an end ; there was no 
pleafure when I loft, and when I won I could not 
much exalt myfelf by the virtues of my horfe. I 
grew alhamed of the company of jockey lords^ and 
refolved to fpend no more of my time in the Aable, 

It was now known that I had money and would 
fpend it, and I pafled four months in the company 
of architefts, whofe whole bufmefs was to perfuadc 
me to build a houfe« I told them that I had more 
room than I wanted, but could not get rid of their 
importunities* A new plan was brought me every 
morning; till at laft my conftancy was overpowered, 
and I began to buUd. The happinefs of building 
laftcd but a little while, for though I love to fpend, 
1 hate to be cheated; and I foon found, that to 
build is to be robbed. 

How I proceed in the purfmt of happinefs, you 
fliall hear when I find myfelf difpofcd to write. 



lam, SIR, &c. 



Tim, Ranger* 
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Numb. 63. Saturday, 3^^/^^ 30, 1759. 

THE natural progrefs of the works of men is 
from rudenefs to convenience, from convc* 
nience to elegance, and from elegance to nicety. . 

The firft labour is enforced by neceffity. The 
favage finds himfelf incommoded by heat and cold, 
by rain and wind ; he flielters himfelf in the hollow 
of a rock, and learns to dig a cave where there was 
none before^ He finds the fun and the wind cx« 
eluded by the thicket, and when the accidents of the 
chace, or the convenience of pafturage, leads him 
into more open places, be forms a thicket for him- 
felf, by planting ftakes at proper diftances, and 
laying branches from one to another. 

The next gradation of fkill and induftry produces 
a houfe, clofed with doors, and divided by parti* 
tions; and apartments are multiplied and difpofed 
according to the various degrees of power or inven- 
tion ; improvement fuccceds improvement, as he 
that is freed from a greater evil grows impatient of 
a lefs, till eafe in time is advanced to pleafurc. 

The mind, fet free from the importunities of na- 
tural want, gains leifure to go in fcarch of fuper- 
fluous gratifications, and adds to the ufes of habita- 
tion the delights of profpe(9:. Then begins the 
reign of fymmetry ; orders of architecture are in- 
vented, and one part of the edifice is conformed to 
another, without any other reafon, than that the eye 
j>iay jot be offended. 

The 
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The paflage is very Ihort from elegance to luxury. 
lonici and Corinthian columns are foon fucceeded by 
gilt cornices, inlaid floors, and petty ornaments, 
which Ihew rather the wealth than the taftc of the 
pofleflbr. 

Language proceeds, like every thing elfe, through 
improvement to degeneracy* The rovers who firft 
take pofleflSon of a country, having not many ideas, 
and thofe not nicely modified or difcriminated, were 
contented, if by general terms and abrupt ftntenccs 
they could make their thoughts known to one ano- 
ther ; as life begins to be more regulated, and pro- 
perty to become limited, difputes muft be decided, 
and claims adjufted ; the differences of things are 
noted, and diftindnefs sgid propriety of expreffion 
become neceffary. In time, happinefs and plenty 
give rife to curiofity, and the fciences are cultivated . 
foreafe andpleafure; to the arts, which are now to 
be taught, emulation foon adds the art of teaching ; . 
and the lludious and ambitious contend not only 
^ho fliail think beft, but who Ihall tell their thoughts 
in the moft pleafing manner. 

Then begin the arts of rhetorick and poetry, the 

regulation of figures, the feledion of words, the 

modulation of periods, the graces of tranfition, the 

complication of claufes, and all the delicacies of 

liyle and fubtiltiet of compofition, ufeful while they 

advance perfpicuity, and laudable while they in- 

creafe pleafure, but eafy to be refined by needlefs 

fcrupulofity till they fliall more embarrafs the writer 

than affift the reader or delight him. 

The firft ftate is commonly antecedent to the. 
pradice of writing -, the ignorant eflays <Jf im-- 

.. 5 i)crfcdl 
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pcrfeft dtAioD pafs away with the favage gencrt' 
' tion that tittered them* No nation can trace theii 
language beyond the fecond period^ and even oi 
that it does not often happen that many monument! 
remain. 

The fate of the Englijb tongue Is like that of 
others. We know nothing of the fcanry jargon 
our barbarous anceftors ; but we have fpecimens 
our language when it began to be adapted to civil 
and religious purpofes^ and find it fuch as might 
Datnrally be expelled, artlcfs and fimple, uncon* 
ncfted and concife. The writers feem to have dc* 
fired little more than to be underftood, and perhaps ^ 
feldom afpired to the praife of plealing, Thetr!^ 
verfes were confidered chiefly as memorial , and 
therefore did not fufFer from profe but by the ma**^ 
fure or the rhyme, ^ 

In this ftate, varied a little according to the dif- 
ferent purpofes or abilities of writers, our language 
may be faid to have continued to the time ol 
Cower^ whom Chaucer calls his matter, and who! 
however obfcured by his fcholar's popularity, fcemlj 
juftly to claim the honour which has been hitheni 
denied him, of ihewing his countrymen that fome- 
thing more was to be dcfiredj and that Englijh vcrfc 
might be exalted into poetry. 

From the time of Gower and Chaucer^ the EngUjb 
writers have ftudied elegance, and advanced theifl 
language, by fucceflis^e improvements, to as much 
harmony as it can eafily receive, and as much co- 
pioufnefs as human knowledge has hitherto 
quired. Thefe advances have not been made 
all times with the fame diligence or the fame fuc- 
\ cefs* 
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cefs. Negligence has fufpended the courfe of im- 
provement, or aflcftation turned it afide; time has 
elapfcd with little changej or change has been made 
without amendment. But elegance hat been long 
kept in view with attention as near to conftancy m 
life permits, till every man now endeavours to excel 
others in accuracy, or outfliine them In fplendour of 
ftyle, and the danger is, left care fhould too foon pals 
to affectation. 



Numb. 64. Saturday, July 7, ^759^ 



To the IDLE R» 



I Nu 

I SIR, 

■ A S nature has made every man deCrous of hap- 
-t\ pinefs, I flatter myfelf, that you and your 

■ readers cannot but feel fome curiofity to know the 
fequel of my ftory; for though, by trying the dif- 
ferent fchcmcs of pleafurc, I have yet found nothing 
in which I could finally acquiefce; yet the narrative 
of my attempts will not be wholly without ufe, fiocc 
Tve always approach nearer to truth as v*.- deteft more 
and more varieties of error. 

When I had fold my racers, and put the ordera 
of architefturc out of my head, my next refolution 
-was to be a Jine gentlenmm I frequented the polite 
cofTee-houfeSj grew acquainted with all the men of 
iumour, ind gained the right of bowing familiarly 

t9 
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to half the nobility. In this new fccne of life ray 
great labour was to learn to laugh. I had been 
ufed to confider laughter as the efied of merri- 
ment; but I foon learned that it is one of the arts 
of adulation^ and, from laughing only to ihew that 
I was pleafed, I now began to laugh when 1 wiihed 
to pleafc. This was at firft very difficult. I fomc*^ 
times heard the (lory with dull indifference^ ajad, 
not exalting myfelf to merriment by due grada- 
tions, burft out fuddenly into an aukward noifc, 
which was not always favourably interpreted. Some- 
times I was behind the reft of the company, and 
loft the grace of laughing by delay, and fometimcs 
when I began at the right time was deficient in 
loudnefs or in length. But, by diligent imitation of 
the beft models, I attained at laft fuch flexibility of 
mufcles, that I was always a welcome auditor of t 
ftory, and got the reputation of a good-natured 
fellow. 

This was fomething; but much more was to be 
done, that 1 might be univerfally allowed to be a 
fine gentleman. I appeared at court on all publick , 
days; betted at gaming tables; and played at all 
the routs of eminence. I went every night to the 
opera, took a fidler of difputed merit under my 
protedtion, became the head of a mufical fadion, 
and had fometimes concerts at my own houfc. I 
once thought to have attained the higheft rank of 
elegance, by taking a foreign finger into keeping. 
But my favourite fidler contrived to be arreftcd oa 
the night of a concert, for a finer fuit of clothes 
than I had ever prefumed to wear, and I loft all the 
fame of patronage by refufing to bail him. 

My 



K*> 64. THE IDLER. 257 

My next ambition was to fit for my pidlure, I 
ipent a whole winter in going from painter to 
painter, to befpeak a whole length of one, and a 
half length of another ; I talked of nothing but 
attitudes, draperies, and proper lights ; took my 
friends to fee the pijhires after every fitting ; heard 
every day of a wonderful performer in crayons and 
miniature, and fent my pictures to be copied ; was 
told by the judges that they were not like, and was 
recommended to other artifts. At length, being 
not able to pleafe my friends, I grew lefs pleafcd 
myfelf, and at iaft refolved to think no more 
about it. 

It was impoQible to live in total idlenefs: and 

wandering about in fearch of fomething to do, I 

was invited to a weekly meeting of virtuofos, and 

felt myfelf inftantaneoufly feized with an unex- 

tinguiihable ardour for all natural curiofities. 1 

ran from audtion to auftion, became a critick in 

jhells and foffils, bought a Hortus ftccus of inefti- 

mable value, and purchafed a fecret art of pre- 

ierving infeds, which made my colleftion the envy 

of the other philofophers. I found this pleafure 

nungled with much vexation. All the faults of 

my life were for nine months circulated through the 

town with the moft aftfve malignity, becaufe I 

happened to catch a moth of peculiar variegation ; 

and becaufe I once out-bid all the lovers of fliells 

and carried off a nautilus, it was hinted that the 

validity of my uncle's will ought to be difputed. 

I will not deny that I was very proud both of 

the moth and of the *lhell, and gratified mvfelf 

Vol VII. S with 
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with the envy of my companions^ perhaps more 
than became a benevolent being. But in time I 
grew weary of being hated for that which pro* 
duced no advantage, gave my fhells to children that 
wanted play-things, and fuppreffed the art of drying 
butterflies, becaufe I would not tempt idlencfs and 
cruelty to kill them. 

I now began to feel life tedious, and wiihed to 
ftore myfelf with friends, with whom I might 
grow old in the interchange of benevolence. I 
had obferved that popularity was moft eafily gained 
by an open table, and therefore hired a French 
cook, furnilhed my fide-board with great magni- 
ficence, filled my cellar with wines of pompous 
appellations, bought every thing that was dear 
before it was good, and invjted all thofe who 
were moft famous for judging of a .dinner. In 
three weeks my cook gave me warning, and, upon 
enquiry, told me that Lord ^eafy^ who dined 
with me the day before, had fent him an offer of 
double wages. My pride prevailed ; I raifcd his 
wages, and invited his lordlhip to another feaft. 
I love plain meat, and was therefore foon weaiy 
of fpreading a table of which I could not par- 
take. I found that my guefts, when they went 
away, criticifcd their entertainment, and cen- 
fured my profufion; my cook thought himfelf 
neceffary, and took upon him the diredion of 
the houfe ; and I could not rid myfelf of flat- 
terers, or break from llavery, but by ihutting up 
my houfe, and declaring ray refolution to live in 
lodgings. 

After 
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After all this, tell me, dear Idler j what f muft do 
next; I have health, I have money, and hope that I 
have underftanding ; yet, with all rhefe, I have never 
been able to pais a (ingle day which i did not 
wifh at an end before fun-fet. Tell me, dear Idler^ 
what I Ihall do. « I am 

Your humble fervant, 

Tim. Ranger, 



Numb. 6^. Saturday, July 14, 1759. 



THE fequel of Clarendon shx^ioxy, at lafl hap- 
pily publiftied, is an acccffion to Englijh lite- 
rature equally agreeable to the admirers of elegance 
and the lovers of truth ; many doubtful fadls may 
now be afcertained, and many qucftlons, after long 
debate, may be determined by decifive authority. 
He that records tranfadtions in which himfelf was 
engaged, has not only an opportunity of knowing 
innumerable particulars which efcape fpeftators, 
but has his natural powers exalted by that ar- 
dour which, always rifes at the remembrance of 
our own importance, and by which every man is 
enabled to relate his own adlions better than ano- 
ther's. 

S 2 The 
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The difficulties through which this work hai 
ibuggled mto light, and the delays with which our 
hopes have been long mocked, naturally lead the 
mind to the coniiJeration of the common fate of 
poftbumous compofitions. 

He who fees himfelf furrounded by admirers^ 9dA 
whofe vanity is hourly feafted with all the luiuries 
of fludied praife, is eafily perfuaded that bis influ- 
ence will be extended beyond bis life; thai tkey 
who cringe in bfs prefence will reverence his me*' 
mory; and that thofe who are proud to be num* 
bered among his friends, will endeavour to vindicate 
his choice by zeal for his reputation. 

With hopes like thefc, to the executors of Smfi 
was comtnitted the hiftory of the lall years of Queen 
Anney and to thofe of Pope the works vthhh re- 
mained unprinted in his clofet. The performances of 
Pcpe were burnt by thofe whom he had perhaps fc- 
leAed from all mankind as mod likefy to publiib 
them; and the hiftory had likewife perilhed, had not 
a ftraggling tranfcript fallen into bufy hands. 

The papers left in the clofet of Peirefc fupplfcd 
his heirs with a whole winter's fuel ; and many of 
' the labours of the learned Bifliop Lloyd were cots- 
fumed in the kitchen of his defcendants. 

Some works, indeed, have efcaped total cJeflruc- 
tion, but yet have had reafon to lament the fate of 
orphans expofed to the frauds of unfaithful guaf* 
dians. How Hale wotrld have borne the mutila- 
tions which his Pleas of the Crown have fuffered 
from the editor, they who know his charafter will 
eafily conceive^ 

5 The 
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The original copy of Burnet's hiftory, though 
promifed to fome publick * library, has been never 
given ; and who then can prove the fidelity of the 
publication, when the authenticity of Clarendon's 
hiftory, though printed with the fanAion of one of 
the firft univerfities of the world, had not an unex* 
pelted manufcript been happily difcovered, would, 
with the help of factious credulity, have been brought 
into queftion by the two loweft of all human beings, 
a fcribbler for a party, and a commiffioner of eit* 
cife. 

Vanity is often no lefs mifchievous than negli- 
gence or diihonefty. He that pofiefies a valuable 
manufcript, hopes to raife its efteem by conceal- 
ment, and delights in the diftindtion which he ima«^ 
gines himfelf to obtain by keeping the key of a 
treafure which he neither ufes nor imparts. From 
him it falls to fome other owner, lefs vain but more 
negligent, who coniiders it as ufelefs lumber, and 
rids himfelf of the incumbrance. 

Yet there are fome works which the authors muft 
confign unpublilbed to pofterity, however uncertain 
be the event, however hopclefs be the truft. He 
that writes the hiftory of his own times, if he ad- 
heres fteadily to truth, will write that which his own 
times will not ^afily endure. He muft be content 
to repofite his book till all private paffions (hall 
ceafe, and love and hatred give way to curiofity. 

But many leave ih^ labours of half their life to 
th?ir executors and to change, bccaufe they will not 

* It would be proper to repofite, in fome pubJick place^ th« 
maDufcript of Claremlon^ which hits ^( cic^e4 «ll iuipicioa of 
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fend them abroad unfiniflied^ and are unable to finiih 
them, having prcfcribcd to themfelves fuch a de- 
gree of cxadtnefs as human diligence can fcarcely 
attain, Lloyd, fays Burnei^ did not lay out bis learn- 
ing with the fame diligence as he kid it in. He wa$ 
always hefitating and enquiring, raifmg obje^ions 
and removing thiem, and waiting for clearer light 
and fuller difcovery. Baker, after many years palTed 
in biography, left bis manulcripts to be buried in a 
library, becaufe that was imperfeft which could 
never be perfected- 

Of thefe learned men, let thofe who afpire to the 
fame praife imitate the diligence, and avoid the 
fcrupulofity. Let it be always remembered that life 
is ihort, that knowledge is endlefs, and that mai\y 
doubts deferve not to be cleared. Let thofe whom 
nature and ftudy have qualified to teach mankind, 
tell us what they have learned while they are yet 
able to tell it, and truft their reputation only to 
themfelves. 
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Numb. 66. Saturday, 3^«/y 21, 1759. 

NO complaint is more frequently repeated among 
the learned, than that of the wafte made by 
time among the labours of antiquity. Of thofe who 
once filled the civilized world with their renown, 
nothing is now left but their names, which are left 
only to raife defires that never can be fatisfied, and 
forrow which never can be comforted. 

Had all the writings of the ancients been faith- 
fully delivered down from age to age, had the Alex^ 
andrian library been f pared, and the Palatine repo- 
fitories remained unimpaired, how much might 
we have known of which we are now doomed to be 
ignorant ! how many laborious enquiries, and dark 
conjedures, how many collations of broken hints 
and mutilated paffages, might have been fpared ! 
We fhould have known the fucceffions of princes, 
the revolutions of empire, the adlions of the great, 
and opinions of the wife, the laws and conftitutions 
of every ftate, and the arts by which publick gran- 
deur and happinefs are acquired and preferved ; we 
Ihould have traced the progrefs of life, feen colonies 
from diftant regions take poffeffion of European de- 
ferts, and troops of favages fettled into communities 
by the defire of keeping what they had acquired; 
we Ihould have traced the gradations of civility, and 
travelled upward to the original of things by the 
light of hiftory, till in remoter times it had glim- 
mered in fable, and at laft funk into darknefs. 

S4 If 
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If the works of imagination had be^n lefs dimi- 
nifhed, it is likely that all future times migh^ have 
been fupplied with inexhauftible amufement by the 
iidions of antiquity. The tragedies of Sophocles and 
Euripides would all have ihewn the flronger paffion^ 
in all their diverfities ; and the comedies of Menrnf- 
der would have furniihed all the maxims of domeftick 
life. Nothipg would h^ve been necefiary to moral 
wifdom but to h^ave iiludied thefe great maftersy 
whofe knowledge would have guided doubt» ai^d 
whofe authority would have filenced cavils. 

Such are the thoughts that rife in every ftudent, 
when his curiofity is eluded^ and his fearches are 
fruftrated ; yet it may perhaps be doubted, whether 
our complaints are not fometin^es inconfiderate, and 
whether we do not imagine more evil than wc feel. 
Of the ancients, enough remains to excite our emu- 
lation, and direct our endeavours. Many of the 
works which time has left us, we know to have been 
thofe that were mod efteemed, and which antiquity 
itfelf conCdered as models ; fo that, having the ori- 
ginals, we may without much regret lofe the imita^ 
tions. The obfcurity which the want of contem- 
porary writers often produces, only darkens fingle 
paffages, and thofe commonly of flight importance^ 
The general tendency of every piece may be known.; 
and though that diligence deferves praife which leaves^ 
nothing unexamined, yet its mifcarriages are not 
much to be lamented; for the mod ufeful truths are 
always iiniverfal, and unconnefted with accidents and 
cufloms. 

Such is the general confpiracy of human nature 
againft contemporary merit, that, if we had inherited 

from 
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from antiquity enough to afford employment for the 
|aborio^s, and amufement for the idle, I know no^ 
^hat room would have been left for modem genius 
9V modern induftry^ almoft ^very fubjed: would 
have been pre-occupied, and every ftylc would have 
l)een fixed by a precedent from which few would 
have ventured to depart. Every writer would have 
had a rival, whofe fuperiority was already acknow* 
^edged^ and to whofe fame his work would^ even 
|jefore it was feen, be marked out for a facrifice. 

Wp fee how little the united experience of man- 
l^ind hath been able to add to the heroick charac- 
ters difplayed by Homer, and how f^w incidents the 
fertile imagination of modern Jtalf has yet produ- 
ped, which may qot b? found in the Iliad and 
Odyjfey. It is likely, that if all the works of the 
Jt^enian philofophers had been extant, Malbrancbe 
find Locke would have been condemned to be filent 
residers of the ancient metaphyficians ; and it is ap- 
parent, that, if the old writers had all remained, th? 
JdJ^r could not hav^ written a difquifition on th^ 
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Numb. 67. Saturday, "July 28, 1759^ 

I0 the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

IN the obfcrvations which you have made on the 
various opinions and purfuits of mankind, you 
mufl: often, in literary converfations, have met with 
men who confider diflipation as the great enemy of 
the intellcdl; and maintain, that, in proportion as 
the ftudent keeps himfelf within the bounds of a 
fettled plan, he will more certainly advance in 
fcience. 

This opinion is, perhaps, generally true; yet, 
when we contemplate the inquifitive nature of the 
human mind, and its perpetual impatience of all re- 
ftraint, it may be doubted whether the faculties may 
not be contracted by confining the attention ; and 
whether it may not fometimes be proper to rifque 
the certainty of little for the chance of much. Ac- 
quifitions of knowledge, like blazes of genius, are 
often fortuitous. Thofe who had propofed to them- 
felves a methodical courfe of reading, light by ac- 
cident on a new book, which feizes their thoughts 
and kindles their curiofity, and opens an unexpeded 
profpeft, to which the wny which they had prefcribed 
to themfelves would never have conduced them. 

To enforce and illuftrate my meaning, 1 have fent 
you a journal of three days employment, found 

among 
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among the papers of a late intimate acquaintance ; 
who, as will plainly appear, was a man of vaft de- 
figns, and ci vaft performances, though he fome- 
times defig.ied one thing, and performed another, 
I allow that the Spedator^s inimitable produdtions of 
this kind may well difcourage all fubfeqiient jour- 
nalifts ; but, as the fubjed of this is different from 
that of any which the SpeSator has given us, I leave 
it to you to publiih or fupprefs ir, 

Me7n. The following three days I propofe to 
give up to reading; and intend, after all the delays 
which have obtruded themfelves upon me, to finilh 
my EJfay on the Extent of the Mental Powers ; to rc- 
vife my Treatife on Logick; to begin the Epick which 
I have long projefted ; to proceed in my perufal of 
the Scriptures with Grotius^s Comment ; and at my 
leifure to regale myfelf with the works of clafficks, 
ancient and modern, and to finilh my Ode to AJlro^ 
nomy. 

Monday.l Defigned to rife at fix, but, by my fer- 
vant's lazinefs, my fire was not lighted before eight, 
when I dropped into a (lumber that lafted till nine ; 
at which time I rofe, and, after breakfaft, at ten fat 
down to ftudy, propofing to begin upon ^ EJfay \ 
but, finding occafion to confult a palfage in PlatOy 
was abforbed in the perufal of the Republick till 
twelve. I had negleded to forbid company, and 
now enters Torn Carelefs, who, after half an hour's 
chat, infilled upon my going with him to enjoy 
an abfurd character, that he had appointed, by an 
advertifement, to me^et him at a particular cofFee- 
houfe. After we had for fome time entertained our- 

felves 
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felves with him, wc fallied out, defigning each to 
repair to his home; but, as it fell out, coming up 
in the ftrect to a man whofe ftccl by his fide declare 
ed him a butcher, we overheard him opening an ad«> 
drefs to a genteelifti fort of young Lady, whom he 
walked with : ^* Mifs, though your father is mafter 
•* of a coal-lighter, and you will be a great fortune, 
", 'tis true ; yet I wilh I may be cut into quarters 
** if it is not only Jove, and not lucre of gain, that 
•* is my motive for offering terms of marriage/* As 
this lover proceeded in his fpeech, he mifled us the 
length of three ftreets> in admiration at the unlimited 
power of the tender paffion, that could foften even 
the heart of a butcher. Wc then adjourned to a 
tavern, and from thence to one of the publick 
gardens, where I was regaled with a mpft amufing 
variety of men poffeffing great talents, fo difcoloured 
by affectation, that they only made them eminently 
ridiculous •, (hallow things, who, by continual dif- 
fipation, had annihilated the few ideas nature had 
given them, and yet were celebrated for wonderful 
pretty gentlemen; young ladies extolled for then* 
wit, bccaufe they were handfomc; illiterate empty 
women as well as men, in high life, admired 
for their knowledge, from their being refolutely 
pofitive; and women of real underftanding fo far 
from pleafing the polite million, that they fright- 
ened them away, and were left folitary. When wc 
quitted this entertaining fcene. Tern prefTed me, ir- 
refiftibly, to fup with him. I reached home at 
twelve, and then refie<fled, that though indeed I 
had, by remarking various charadters, improved my 
infight into human nature, yet ftill I had qeglefted 
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the ftudics propofcd, and accordingly took up my 
T^reati/e on Logic k^ to give it the incended rcvifal, but 
found my fpirits too much agitated, and could not 
forbear a few fatirical lines, under the title of Tbt 
Evening's Walk* 

Tue/day,'] At break fall, feeing my Ode to Afiro- 
nmny lying on my dcfk, I was firuck with a train of 
ideas, that I thought might contribute to its im- 
provement. I immediately rang my bell to forbid 
all vifitants, when my fervant opened the door^ 
with, ** Sir, Mr. Jiffery Gape*^ My cup dropped 
out of one hand, and my poem out of the other. I 
could fcarcely alk him to fit ; he told me he was going 
to walk, but, as there was a likelihood of rain, he 
would fit with me; he faid, he intended at firfl; to 
have called at Mr. Vacanfi^ but, as he had not feeii 
me a great while, he did not mind coming out of 
his way to wait on me; I made him a bow, but 
thanks for the favour ftiick in my throat, I aflted 
him if he had been to the coffee-houfe; he rcplicdj 
two hours. 

Under the oppreffion of this dull interruption, I 
fat looking wifhfully at the clock; for \vhich, to in- 
creafe my fatisfaiftion, I had chofen the infcription, 
Art is kng^ and life is //jort; exchanging queftions 
and anfvvers at long intervals, and not without fomc 
bints that the weather-glafs promifed fair weather* 
At half an hour after three he told me he would 
trefpafs on me far a dinner, and dc fired me to fend 
to his houfe for a bundle of papers, about inclofing^ 
u common upon his eftuce, which he would read to 
nie in the evening, I declared myfcif bufy, and 
Mr. Gape went away. 

Having 
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Having dined, to compofe my chagrin I took 
up Firgilf and fcvcral other clafficks, but could not 
calm my mind, or proceed in my fcheme. At 
about five I laid my hand on a Bible that lay on my 
table, at firft with coldnefs and infenfibility ; but 
was imperceptibly engaged in a clofe attention to its 
fublime morality, and felt my heart expanded by 
warm philanthropy, and exalted to dignity of fenti* 
ment. I then cenfurcd my too great folieitude, and 
my difgult conceived at my acquaintance^ who had 
been fo far from defigning to oflfend, that he only 
meant to ihew kindnefs ai)d refpe£t. In this Amn 
of mind I wrote Jn Effay on Benevolence, and Jn 
Elegy on Sublunary DifappoinPments. When I had 
finiftied thefe, at eleven, I fuppcd, and recolleded 
how little I had adhered to my plan, and almoft 
quefiioned the poffibility of pur^uipg any fetcjted and 
uniform defign; however, I was not fo far perfuadcd 
of the truth of thefe fuggeftions, but that I refolvcd 
to try once more at my fcheme. As I obferved the 
moon fliining through my window, from a calm and 
bright iky fpangled with innumerable ftars, I in- 
dulged a pleafing meditation on the fplendid fcene, 
and finilhed my Ode to Afironomy. 

Wednejday^ Rofe at feven, and employed three 
hours in perufal of the Scriptures with Grotius*s Com- 
vient ; and after breakfail fell into meditation con- 
cerning my projeded Epick; and being in fome doubt 
as to the particular lives of fome heroes, whom I 
propofed to celebrate, I confulred Bayle and Moreri, 
and was engaged two hours in examining various 
lives and cbaraders, but then refolved to go to my 
employment. When I was feared at my delk, and 

began 
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)egan to feel the glowing fucceffion of poetical ideas^ 
uy fervant brought me a letter from a lawyer, re- 
juiring my inftant attendance at Grafs Inn for half 
in hour. 1 went full of ye^tiao, and was involved 
n bulinefs till eight at night ; and then, being too 
nuch fatigued to ftudy, fupped, and went to bed. 

Here my friend's journal concludes, which per- 
idps is pretty mu(;h a pidtur^ of the manner ip wbicji 
i^any profecute their ftudies. I therefore refolved 
:o fend it you^ imagining, that, if you thtak it. worthy 
>f appearing in your paper^ fome of your re^d^rs 
»ay receive entertaimnent by recognifing a refem- 
blance between my friend's condudt and tht^ir own« 
[t muft be left to the Idler accurately to afcertain 
Jie proper methods of advancing in. literature; but 
this 0ne poiition, deducible from what has been ifud 
above, may, \ think, be reafonably aflerted, that he 
who finds himfelf ftrongly attrafted to any particular 
ftudy, though it may happen tp be out of .his pto- 
pofed fcheme, if it is not trifling or vicious, ha4 
better continue his application 10 it, fince it is likely 
that he will, with much mpt^ eafe and exi^edition, 
attain that which a warm inclination ftimuUtqsi him 
to purfue, than that at which a prefcribed l^aw. com- 
pels him to toil. 

I am, &c# • 
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Numb. 68. Saturday, jfugufi 4, 1759* 

AMONG the ftudics which have excrcifcd 
the ingenious and the learned for more than 
three centuries, none has been more diligently or 
more fuccefsfully cultivated than the art of tranfla* 
tion ; by which the impediments which bar the way 
to fcience are, in fome meafure, removed, and the 
multiplicity of languages becomes tefs incom* 
modious. 

Of every other kind of writing the ancients have 
left us models which all fucceeding ages have 
laboured to imitate; but tranflacion may jufily be 
claimed by the moderns as their own. In the firft 
ages of the world inftrudtion was commonly oral, 
and learning traditional, and what was not written 
could not be tranflated. When alphabetical writii^ 
made the conveyance of opinions and the tranfmtjf- 
fion of events more eafy and certain, literature did 
not fiourifh in more than one country at once, or 
diftant nations had little commerce with each other; 
and thofe few whom curiofity fent abroad in quell 
of improvement, delivered their acquifitions in their 
own manner, defirous perhaps to be confidered as 
the inventors of that which they had learned from 
others. 

The Greeks for a time travelled into E^yf^^ but 
they tranflated no books from the Egyptian language; 

and 
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and when the Macedonians had overthrown the em- 
pire of Perjia^ the countries that became fubjcft to 
Grecian dominion ftudied only the Grecian literature. 
The books of the conquered nations, if they had 
any among them, funk into oblivion ; Greece con- 
fidered herfelf as the miftrefs if not as the parent of 
arts, her language contained all that was fuppofed 
to be known, and, except the facred writings of the 
Old Teftaraent, I know not that the library of 
Alexandria adopted any thing from a foreign tongue. 

The Romans confefTed themfelves the fcholars of 
the Greeks, and do not appear to have expe&ed, 
what has fince happened, that the ignorance of fuc- 
ceeding ages would prefer them to their teachers. 
Every man, who in Rome afpired to the praife of li- 
terature, thought it neceflary to learn Greekj and 
had no need of verfions when they could ftudy the 
originals. Tranflation, however, was not wholly 
ncglefied. Dramatick poems could be underftood 
by the people in no language but their own, and 
the Romans were fometimes entertained with the 
tragedies of Euripides and th.e comedies of Menander. 
Other works were fometimes attempted; in an old 
fcholiaft there is mention of a Latin Iliad; 2nd we 
have not wholly loft Tully's verfion pf the poem of 
Jratus; but it does not appear that any man grew 
eminent by interpreting another, and perhaps it was 
more frequent to tranflate for exercife or amufement, 
than for fame. 

The Arabs were the firft nation who felt the ar- 
dour of tranflation : when they had fubdued the 
caftern provinces of the Greek empire, they found 
their captives wifer than themfelves, and made hafte 

Vol. VII. T to 
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to relieve their wants by imparted knowledge. They • 
difcovered that many might grow wife by the labour 
of a few, and that improvements might be made 
with fpeed, when they had the knowledge of former 
ages in their own language. They therefore made 
hafte to lay hold on medicine and philofophy, and 
turned their chief authors into Arabick. Whether 
they attempted the poets is not known; their literary 
zeal was vehement, but it was Ihort, and probably 
expired before they had time to add the arts of ele- 
gance to thofe of neceffity. 

The fludy of ancient literature was interrupted in 
Europe by the irruption of the Northern nations, who 
fubverted the Roman empire, and erefted new king- 
doms with new languages. It is not ftrange, that 
fuch confufion fhould fufpend literary attention; 
thofe who loft, and thofe who gained dominion, had 
immediate difficulties to encounter, and immediate 
miferics to redrefs, and had little leifure, amidft the 
violence of war, the trepidation of flight, the diftrefles 
of for<;ed migration, or the tumults of unfettled con- 
queft, to enquire after fpeculative truth, to enjoy the 
amufement of imaginary adventures, to know the 
hiftory of former ages, or ftudy the events of any 
other lives. But no fooner had this chaos of domi- 
nion funk into order, than learning began again to 
flouriih in the calm of peace. When life and polTef- 
fions were fecure, convenience and enjoyment were 
foon fought, learning was found the higheft gratifi- 
cation of the mind, and tranflation became one of the 
means by which it was imparted. 



At 
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. At laft, by a concurrence of many caufes, the 
European world was rouzed from its lethargy; thofc 
arts which had been long obfcurely ftudied in the 
gloom of monafteries became the general favourites 
of mankind; every nation vied with its neighbour 
for the prize of learning; the epidemical emulation 
fpread from fouth to north, and curiofity and tranfla* 
tion found their way to Britain. 



Nt/MB* 69. Saturday, Auguji u, i759« 

HE that reviews the progrcfs of EngUjh litera- 
ture, will find that tranilation was very early 
cultivated among us, but that fome principles, 
cither wholly erroneous or too far extended, hindered 
Our fuccefs from being always equal to our dili- 
gence. ^ 

Chaucer^ who is generally confidered as the fa- 
ther of our poetry, has left a verfion of Boetius on 
the Comforts of Pkilofophyy the book which feems to 
have been the favourite of the middle ages, which 
had been tranflated into Sa:<on by king /ilfred^ and 
illuftrated with a^iOppious comment afcribed to Aquinas^- 
It itiay be fuppofed i^2X^Chaucer would apply more 
than common attention to an author of fo much cele- 
brity, yet he hasattemptednothinghigher than a verfion 
ilridtly literal, and has degraded the poetical parts to 
profe, that the conftraint of verfification^might not. 
obftrud his zeal for fidelity, 

T 2 Caxfon 
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Caxton taught us typography about the year 1474. 
The firft book printed in Englijh was a tranflatioiii 
Caxton was both the tranflator and printer of the 
DeJiruSiion of Troye^ a book which, in that infancy 
of learning, was confidered as the beft account erf 
the fabulous ages, and which, though now driven 
out of notice by authors of no greater ufe or value^ 
flili continued to be read in CaxtorCs Englt/h to the 
beginning of the prefent century. 

Caxton proceeded as he began, and, except the 
poems of Cower and Chaucer, printed nothing but 
tranflations from the French^ in which the original 
is fo fcrupuloufly followed, that they afford us little 
knowledge of our own language ; though the words 
are Englijh, the phrafe is foreign. 

As learning advanced, new works were adopted 
into our language, but I think with little improve- 
ment of the art of tranflation, though foreign na- 
tions and other languages offered us models of a 
better method ; till in the age of Elizabeth we began 
to find that greater liberty was neceffary to elegance, 
and that elegance was neceffary to general recep- 
tion ; fome effays were then made upon the Italian 
poets, which deferve the praife and gratitude of 
pofterity. 

But the old pradice was not fuddenly forfaken ; 
Ilo'land filled the nation with literal tranflation ; and, 
what is yet more ftrange, the fame exadtnefs was 
obftinately pradtifed in the verfions of the poets. 
This abfurd labour of conftruing into rhyme was 
countenanced by Jonfo?! in his verfion of Horace ; and 
whether it be that more men have learning than ge- 
nius, or that the endeavours of that time were more 

^ireded 
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dire<9:ed towards knowledge than delight, the ac- 
curacy of Jonfon found mor^ imitators than the ele- 
gance of Fairfax \ and May^ Sandys j and Holiday^ 
confined themfelves to the toil of rendering line for 
line, not indeed with equal felicity, for A% and 
Sandys were poets, and Holiday only a fcholar and a 
• critick. 
" Feltham appears to confider it as the eftabllflied 
law of poetical tranflation, that the lines ihould be 
neither more nor fewer than thofe of the original; 
and fo long had this prejudice prevailed, that Deu" 
bam praifes Fanjhaw^s verfion of Guarini as the ex- 
ample of a new and noble way^ as the firft attempt to 
break the boundaries of cuftom, and affert the natural 
freedom of the Mufe. 

In the general emulation of wit and genius which 
the feftivity of the Reftoration produced, the poets 
ibook off their conftraint, and confidered tranflation 
as no longer confined to fervile clofenefs. But re- 
formation is feldom the work of pure virtue or un- 
aflSfted reafon, Tranflation was improved more by 
accident than convi<9:ion. The writers of the fore- 
going age had at leaft learning equal to their genius; 
and being often more able to explain the fentiments or 
illuftrate the allufions of the ancients, than to exhibit 
their graces and transfufe their fpirit, were perhaps 
willing fometimes to conceal their want of poetry by 
profufion of literature, and therefore tranflated 
literally, that their fidelity might flielter their infi- 
pidity or harflinefs. The wits of Charleses time had 
feldom more than flight and fuperficial views ; and 
their care was to hide their want of learning behind 

T3 the 
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the colours of a gay imagination; they therefore 
tranflated always with freedom, fometimes with Vu 
centioufncfs, and perhaps expcded that their readers 
Ihould accept fpritelinefs for knowledge, andconfider 
ignorance and midake as the impatience and neglir 
gence of a mind too rapid to flop at difficulties, and 
too elevated to dcfccnd to minutenefs. . • v' 

Thus was tranflation made more eafy to the* 
writer, and more delightful to the reader ; and thcrt 
is no wonder if eafe and pleafure have found tbeif 
advocates. The paraphrallic liberties have been 
almoft univerfally admitted •, and Sherbourny whofc 
learning was eminent, and who had no need of any 
excufe to pafs flightly over obfcurities, is the only 
writer who in later times has attempted to juflify or 
revive the ancient feverity. 

There is undoubtedly a mean to be obferved. 
Dryden faw very early that clofenefs bcft prefcrved 
an author's fcnfe, and that freedom beft exhibited 
his fpirit; he therefore will deferve the higheil 
praife, who can give a reprefentation at once faithful 
and plcafing, who can convey the fame thoughts with 
the fame graces, and who, when he tranflates, changes 
nothing but the language. 
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Numb. 70. Saturday, Auguji 18, 1759. 



FEW faults of ftyle, whether real or imaginary, 
excite the malignity of a more numerous clafs' 
of readers, than the ufe of hard words. 

If an author be fuppofed to involve his thoughts 
in voluntary obfcurity, and to obftruft, by unnecef- 
fary difficulties, a mind eager in purfuit of truth ; 
if he writes not to make others learned, but to boaft 
the learning which he poffefles himfelf, and wilhes 
to be admired rather than underftood, he counter- 
acts the firfl: end of writing, and juftly fufFers the 
utmoft feverity of cenfure, or the more affliftive fe- 
vcrity of negled:. 

But words are only hard to thofe who do not un- 
derftand them ; and the critick ought always to en- 
quire, whether he is incommoded by the fault of the 
writer^ or by his own. 

Every author does not write for every reader; 
many queftions are fuch as the illiterate part of 
mankind can have neither intereft nor pleafure in 
difcuffing, and which therefore it would be an ufe- 
lefs endeavour to level with common minds, by 
tirefome circumlocutions or laborious explanations ; 
and many fubjefts of general ufe may be treated in 
a different manner, as the book is intended for the 
learned or the ignorant. Diffufion and explication 
are neceffary to the inftrudion of thofe who, being 
neither able nor accuftomed to think for themfelves, 

T4 can 
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can learn only what is exprefsly taught ; but they 
\(rho can form parallels, difcover confequences, and 
multiply conclnfions, are beft pleafed with involu- 
tion of argument and comprefliou of thought; they 
defire only to receive the feeds of knowledge which 
they may branch out by their own power, to have 
the way to truth pointed out which they can thea 
follow without a guide. 

The Guardian direfts one of his pupils to think 
with the wife, but fpeak with the vulgar. This is a 
precept fpecious enough, but not always praSicable. 
Difference of thoughts will produce difference of 
language. He that thinks with more extent than 
another will want words of larger meaning ; he that 
thinks with more fubtilty will feek for terms of 
more nice difcrimination ; and where is the wonder, 
iince words are but the images of things, that he 
who never knew the originals fliould not know the 
copies ? 

Yet vanity inclines us to find faults any where 
rather than in ourfelves. He that reads and grows 
no wifer, feldorri fufpedts his own deficiency; but 
complains of hard words and obfcure fcntences, and 
afks why books are written which cannot be under- 
flood ? 

Among the hard words which are no longer to 
be ufed, it has been long the cuftom to number 
terms of art. Every man, (fays Swift) is more able 
to explain thefubjeS of an art than its prof ejforsi afar^ 
mer will tell yoUy in two words j that he has broken his 
leg ; but a furgeon, after a long difcourfe^ fhall leave 
you as ignorant as -you were before. This could only 
have been faid by fuch an cxafl: obferver of life, in 

gratifica* 
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gratification of malignity, or in oftentation of acute- 
nefs. Every hour produces inftances of the necef- 
fity of terms of art. Mankind could never con- 
fpire in uniform affedation ; it is not but by ne* 
ceflSity that every fcience and every trade has its 
peculiar language. They that content themfelves 
with general ideas may reft in general terms ; but 
thofe,whofe ftudies or employments force them upon 
clofer infpcdion, muft have names for particular 
parts, and words by which they may exprefs various 
modes of combination, fuch as none but themfelves 
have occafipn to confider. 

Artifts are indeed fometimes ready to fuppofc 
that none can be ftrangers to words to which them- 
felves are familiar, talk to an incidental enquirer as 
they talk to one another, and make their know- 
ledge ridiculous by injudicious obtrufion. An art 
cannot be taught but by its proper terms, but it is 
not always neceffary to teach the art. 

That the vulgar exprefs their thoughts clearly is 
far from true; and what perfpicuity can be found 
among them proceeds not from the eafinefs of 
their language, but the fhallownefs of their thoughts. 
He that fees a building as a common fpeftator, 
contents himfelf with relating that it is great or 
little, mean or fplendid, lofty or low; all thefe 
words are intelligible and common, but they con- 
vey no diftinft or limited ideas; if he attempts, 
without the term« of architedure, to delineate the 
parts, or enumerate the ornaments, his narration at 
once becomes unintelligible. The terms, indeed, 
generally difpleafe, becaufe they are underftood by 
few; but they are little underftood only becaufe 

few. 
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few, that look upon an edifice, examine its parts, or 
analyfe its columns into their members. 

The flate of every other art is the fame ; as it is 
curforily furveyed or accurately examined, different 
forms of exprefEon become proper. In morality it 
3S one thing to difcufs the niceties of the cafuift, 
and another to diredt the practice of common life. 
In agriculture, he that inftrufts the farmer to plough 
and fow, may convey his notions without the words 
which he would find neceflary in explaining to phi- 
lofophers the procefs of vegetation; and if he, who 
has nothing to do but to be honeft by the (hortcft 
way, will perplex his mind with fubtile fpecula- 
tions ; or if he, whofe taik is to reap and threfli, will 
not be contented without examining the evolution 
of the feed and circulation of the fap ; the writers 
whom either fhall confult are very little to be 
blamed, though it (hould fomctimes happen that they 
arc read in vain. 
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Numb. 71. Saturday, Auguji 25, i759# 

DICK SHIFTER was born in Cheapftde, and, 
having pafled reputably through all the clafles 
of 5/. FauPs fchool, has been for fome years a ftu- 
dent In xht Temple. He is of opinion, that intenfe 
application dulls the faculties, and thinks it necef- 
fary to temper the feverity of the law by books that 
engage the mind, but do not fatigue it. He has 
therefore made a copious coUedtion of plays, poems, 
and romances, to which he has recourfe when he 
fancies himfelf tired with ftatutes and reports ; and 
he feldom enquires very nicely whether he is weary 
or idle. 

Dick has received from his favourite authors very 
ilrong impreffions of a country life; and though 
his furtheft excurfions have been to Greenwich on 
one fide, and Chelfca on the other, he has talked for 
fcveral years, with great pomp of language and ele- 
vation of fentiments, about a ftate too high for 
contempt and too low for envy, about homely quiet 
and blamelefs fimplicity, paftoral delights and rural 
innocence* 

His friends who had eftates in the country, often 
invited him to pafs the fummer among them, but 
fomething or other had always hindered him ; and 
he confidered, that to refide in the houfe of another 
man was to incur a kind of dependence inconfiflent 
with that laxity of life which he had imaged as the 
chief good. 

This 



284 THE IDLER. K-yi. 

This fummcr he rcfolved to be happy, and pro- 
cured a lodging to be taken for him at a folitarj 
houfe^ fituated about thirty miles from London^ od 
the banks of a fmall river^ with corn fields before 
it^ and a hill on each fide covered with wood. He 
concealed the place of his retirement, that none 
might violate his obfcurity, and promifed himfelf 
many a happy day when he ihould hide himfelf 
among the trees, and contemplate the tumults and 
vexations of the town. 

He fiepped into the poft-chaife with his heart beat- 
ing and his eyes fparkling, was conveyed through 
many varieties of delightful profpeds, faw hills and 
meadows, corn fields and pafture, fucceed each 
other, and for four hours charged none of his poets 
with fidion or exaggeration. He was now within 
fix miles of happinefs, when, having never felt fo 
much agitation before, he began to wifh his journey 
at an end, and the lad hour was pafTed in changing 
his pofiure, and quarrelling with his driver. 

An hour may be tedious, but cannot be long. He 
at length alighted at his new dwelling, and was re- 
ceived as he expeded \ he looked round upon the 
hills and rivulets, but his joints were ftiff and his 
mufcles fore, and his firft requeft was to fee his bed- 
chamber. 

He refted well, and afcribed the foundnefs of his 
fleep to the ftillnefs of the country. He expeded 
from that time nothing but nights of quiet and days 
of rapture, and, as foon as he had rifen, wrote an 
account of his new ftate to one of his friends in the 
temple. 

Dear 
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Dear Frakk, 
/ never pitted thee before. I am now as I could 
wijh every man of wifdom and virtue to be, in ibe 
regions of calm content and placid meditation ; with 
all the beauties of nature foliciting my notice^ and all 
the diverfities of pUafure courting my accept anu ; the 
birds are chirping in the hedges^ and the flowers 
blooming in the mead ; the breeze is whijiling in She 
vooody and the fun dancing on the water. I can now 
fay J with truths that a man^ capable of enjoying the, 
purity of happinefsy is never more bufy than in bis 
hours of kifure^ nor ever lefs folitary than in a place of 
folitude. 

I am, dear Frank, &c. 

When he had fent away his letter, he walked into 
the wood, with Ibnie inconvenience, from the furze 
that pricked his legs, and the briars that fcratched 
his face. He at laft fat down under a tree, and 
heard with great delight a fhower, by which he was 
not wet, rattling among the branches : this, faid 
he, is the true image of obfcurity; we hear of 
troubles and coqimotions, but never feel them. 

His amufement did not overpower the calls of 
nature, and he therefore went back to order hiS 
dinner. He knew that the country produces what- 
ever is eaten or drunk, and, imagining that he was 
now at the fource of luxury, refolved to indulge 
himfelf with dainties which he fuppofed might be 
procured at a price next to nothiag, if any price at 
all was expefted ; and intended to amaze the ruf- 
ticks with his generofity, by paying more thaiv they 
would afk« Of twenty diihes which he named, he 

was 
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was amazed to find that fcarcely one was to be had ; 
and heard, with aftoniihment and indignation, tliat 
all the fruits of the earth were fold at a higher price 
than in the ftreets of London^ 

His meal was fliort and fuUen; and he retired 
again to his tree, to enquire how dearnefs could be 
confident with abundance, or how fraud ftiould be 
pradlifed by fimplicity. He was not fatisfied with' 
his own fpeculations, and, returning home early in 
the evening, went a while from window to window, 
and found that he wanted fomething to do. 

He enquired for a news- paper, and was told that 
farmers never minded news, but that they could 
fend for it from the ale-houfe. A meffenger was 
difpatched, who ran away at fuU fpeed, but loitered 
an hour behind the hedges, and at laft coming 
back with his feet purpofely bemired, inftead of ex-' 
preffing the gratitude which Mr. Shifter expeded 
for the bounty of a Ihilling, faid, that the night was 
wet, and the way dirty, and he hoped that his 
worlhip would not think it much to give him half a 
crown. 

Dick now went to bed with fome abatement of 
his expectations; but lleep, I kiK)w not how, re- 
vives our hopes, and rekindles our defires. Ee- 
rofe early in the morning, furveyed the landfcape, 
and was pleafed. He walked our, and pafled from 
field to field, without obferving any beaten patb^ 
and wondered that he had not feen the fhepherd- 
efles dancing, nor heard the fwains piping to their 
flocks. 

At laft he faw fome reapers and harvcft- women 
at dinner. Here, faid he, are the uuq jircadians^ 

and 
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and advanced courteoufly towards them, aa afraid of 
cdnfufing them by the dignity of his prefence,. 
They acknowledged his fuperiority by no other 
token than that of aiking him for fomcthlng to 
drink. He imagined that he had now purchafed 
the privilege of difcourfe, and began to defcend to 
familiar queftions, endeavouring to accommodate 
his difcourfe to the groffnefs of ruftick under- 
ftandings. The clowns foon found that he did 
not know wheat from rye, and began to defpife him; 
one of the boys, by pretending to ihew him a bird'5 
neft, decoyed him into a ditch j and one of the wenches 
fold him a bargain. 

This walk had given him no great pleafure ; but 
he hoped to find other rufticks lefs coarfe of man- 
ners, and lefs mifchievous of difpofition. Ne^t 
morning he was accofted by an attorney, who told 
him, that, unlefs he made farmer Dobfon fatisfaftion- 
for trampling his grafs, he had orders to indift him. 
Shifter was offended, but not terrified ; and, telling 
the attorney that he was himfelf a lawyer, talked fo 
volubly of pettyfoggers and barraters, that he drove 
him away. 

Finding his walks thus interrupted, he was in- 
clined to ride, and, being pleafed with the ap- 
pearance of a horfe that was grazing in a neigh- 
bouring meadow, enquired the owner, who war- 
ranted him found, and would not fell him, but that 
he was too fine for a plain man. Dick paid down 
the price, and, riding out to enjoy tne evening, fell 
with his new horfe into a ditch ; they got our with 
difficulty, and, as he was going to mount again, a 
countryman looked at the horfe, and, perceived 

him 
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him to be blind. Dick went to the feller, and de* 
manded back his money; but was told^ that a 
man who rented his ground muft do the beftfor 
himfelf, that his landlord had his rent thou^ 
the year was barren, and that, whether horfes had 
eyes or no, he ihould fell them to the higheft 
bidder. 

Shifter now began to be tired with ruftick fim« 
plicity, and on the fifth day took pofleffion again 
of his chambers, and bade farewel to the re^oos 
of calm content and placid meditation. 



Numb. 72. Saturday, September i, 1755^. 

MEN complain of nothing more frequently 
than of deficient memory ; and, indeed, 
every one finds that many of the ideas which he At* 
fired to retain have flipped irretrievably away ; that 
the acquifitions of the mind are fometimes equally 
fugitive with the gifts of fortune -, and that a fliort 
intermiffion of attention more certainly leffens know- 
ledge than impairs an eftate. 

To aflift this weaknefs of our nature, many me- 
thods have been propofed, all of which may be 
juftly fufpefted of being incffedual ; for no art of 
memory, however its effefts have been boafted or 
admired, has been ever adopted into general ufe, 
nor have thofe who poflTeffed it appeared to excel 
others in readinefs of recoUeftion or multiplicity of 
attainments^ 

2 There 



N° 7^- *r H E I D L E R* 289 

There is another art of which all have felt the 
want, though ThemiftocUs only confeffed it. We 
fuffer equal pain from the pertinacious adhefion of 
unwelcome images, as from the evanefcence of 
thofe which are pleafing and ufeful ; and it may be 
doubted whether we ftiould be more benefited by 
the art of memory or the art of forgetfulnefs. 

Forgetfulnefs is neeeflary to remembrance. Ideas 
are retained by renovation of that impreffion which 
time is always wearing away, and which new images 
are ftriving to obliterate. If ufclefs thoughts could 
be expelled from the mind, all the valuable parts of 
our knowledge would more frequently recur, and 
every recurrence would reinftate them in their for- 
mer place. 

It is impoffible to confider, without fome regret, 
how much might have been learned, or how much 
might have been invented, by a rational and vi- 
gorous application of time, ufeleflly or painfully 
pafled in the revocation of events, which have left 
neither good npr evil behind them, in grief for mif- 
fortunes either repaired or irreparable, in refentment 
of injuries known only to ourfelves, of which death 
has put the authors beyond our power. 

Philofophy has accumulated precept upon pre- 
cept, to warn us againft the anticipation of future 
calamities. All ufelefs mifery is certainly folly, 
and he that feels evils before they come may be de- 
fervedly cenfured; yet furely to dread the future is 
more reafonable than to lament the paft. The bu- 
finefs of life is to go forwards : he who fees evil in 
profped: meets it^^ his way ; but he who catches it 

Vol. VII. U by 
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by rctrofpcftion turns back to find it. That which 
is feared may fometimcs be avoided^ but that which 
is regretted to-day may be regretted again to- 
morrow. 

Regret is indeed ufeful and virtuow*, and ndt 
only allowable but neccffary, when it tends to the 
amendment of lite, or to admonition of error which 
we may be again in danger of committing. But a 
very fmall part of the moments fpent in meditation 
on the part, produce any reafonablc caution or fa* 
lutary forrow. Moft of the mortifications that wc 
have fufFered, arofe from the concurrence of local 
and temporary circumftances, which can never meet 
again ; and moft of our difappointments have fuc- 
ceeded thofe expedations, which life allows not to- 
be formed a fecond time. 

It would add much to human happinefs, if an an 
could be taught of forgetting all of which the re- 
membrance is at oiyce ufelefs and afflidtive, if that 
pain which never can end in pleafure could be 
driven totally away, that the mind might perform 
its fundlions without incumbrance, and the paft 
might no longer encroach upon the prefent. 

Little can be done well to which the whole mind 
is not applied ; the bufinefs of every day calls for 
the day to which it is afligned -,. and he will have no 
leifure to regret yefterday's vexations who refolvej 
not to have a new fubjeft of regret to-morrow. 

But to forget or to remember at pleafure^ are 
equally beyond the power of man. Yet as memory 
may be aflifted by method, and the decays of know- 
ledge repaired by ftated times of recoUeftion, fo 

the 
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the power of forgetting is capable of improvement. 
Reafon will, by a refolute conteft, prevail over ima- 
gination, and the power may be obtained of iranf- 
ferring the attention as judgement fhall dired. 

The incurfions of troublefome thoughts are often 
violent and importunate; and it is not eafy to a 
mind accuftomed to their inroads to expel them 
immediately by putting better images into motion; 
but this enemy of quiet i^ above all others weakened 
by every defeat; the reflexion which has been once 
overpowered and ejeded, feldom returns with any 
formidable vehemence. 

Employment is the great inftrument of intel* 
leiftual dominion. The mind cannot retire from 
its enemy into total vacancy, or turn afide from one 
objed: but by paffing to another. The gloomy and 
the refentful are always found among thofe who 
have nothing to do, or who do nothing. We muft 
be bufy about good or evil, and he to whom the pre* 
fent offers nothing will often be looking backward 
'on the paft. 



U 2 Numb*. 
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Numb. 73. Saturday, September 8, 1759. 

THAT every man would be rich if a wifh 
could obtain riches, is a pofition which I be- 
lieve few will conteft, at leaft in a nation like ours, 
in which commerce has kindled an univerfal emu- 
lation of wealth, and in which money receives all 
the honours which are the proper right of knowledge 
and of virtue. 

Yet though we are all labouring for gold as for 
the chief good, and, by the natural effort of un- 
wearied diligence, have found many expeditious 
methods of obtaining it, we have not been able to 
improve the art of ufing it, or to make it pro- 
duce more happinefs than it afforded in former 
times, when every declaimer expatiated on its mif- 
chiefs, and every philofophcr taught his followers to 
delpife it. 

Many of the dangers imputed of old to exor- 
bitant wealth, are now at an end. The rich arc 
neither waylaid by robbers, nor watched by in- 
formers ; there is nothing to be dreaded from pro- 
scriptions, or feizures. The necefEty of concealing 
trcafure has long ceafed ; no man now needs coun- 
terfeit mediocrity, and condemn his plate and jewels 
to caverns and darkncfs, or feaft his mind with the 
confcioufnefs of clouded fplendour, of finery which 
is ufelefs till it is Ihewn, and which he dares not 
Ihevv* 
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In our time the poor are ftrongljr tempted to af- 
fume the appearance of wealth, but the wealthy 
very rarely defire to be thought poor ; for we are 
all at full liberty to difplay riches by every mode 
of oftentation* We fill our houfes with ufelefs 
ornaments, only to fliew that we can buy them; 
we cover our coaches with gold, and employ artifts 
in the difcovery of new faihions of expence; and 
yet it cannot be found that riches produce hap- 
pinefs. 

Of riches, as of every thing elfe, the hope is 
more than the enjoyment ; while we confider them 
as the means to be ufed, at fome future time, for 
the attainment of felicity, we prefs on our pur- 
fuit ardently and vigoroufly, and that ardour fe- 
cures us from wearinefs of ourfelves; but no fooner 
do we fit down to enjoy our acquifitions, than 
we find them infufficient to fill up the vacuities of 
life. 

One caufe which is not always obferved of the 
infufficiency of riches, is, that they very feldom 
make their owner rich. To be rich, is to have 
more than is defired, and more than is wanted ; to 
have fomething which may be fpent without reluc- 
tance, and fcattered without care, with which the 
fudden demands of defire may be gratifie4, the ca- 
fual freaks of fancy indulged, or the unexpeSed 
opportunities of benevolence improved. 

Avarice is always poor, but poor by her own fault. 

There is another poverty to which the rich are ex- 

pofed with lefs guilt by the officioufnefs of others. 

Every man, eminent for exuberance of fortune, is 

U 3 furrounded 
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furroundcd from morning to evening, and from 
evening to midnight, by flatterers, whofc aft of adu- 
lation confifts in exciting artificial wants, and in 
forming new fchemes of profufioii. 

Tom Tranquil, when he came to age, fo6nd liim* 
felf in poflcflion of a fortune, of which the twen- 
tieth part might perhaps have made him rich. His 
temper is eafy, and his aiFedtions foft; he receives 
every man with kindnefs, and hears him with credulity. 
His friends took care to fettle him by giving him a 
wife, whom, having no particular inclination, he ra- 
ther accepted than chofe, becaufe he was told thlt 
flie was proper for him. 

He was now to live with dignity proportionate to 
his fortune. What bis fortune requires or admits 
Tom does not know, for he has little fleill in compn* 
tation, and none of his friends think it their intc- 
reft to improve it. If he was fuffered to live by 
his own choice, he would leave every thing as he 
finds it, and pafs through the world diftinguilhcd 
only by inoffenfive gentlenefs. But the miniftefs 
of luxury have marked him out as one at whofc ex- 
pence they may exercife their arts. A companion, 
who had juft learned the names of the Italian mafters, 
runs from fale to fale, and buys piftures, for whidh 
Mr. Tranquil pays, without enquiring where they 
fhall be hung. Another fills bis garden with fta- 
tues, which Tranquil wifties away, but dares not 
remove. One of his friends is learning architec- 
ture by building him a houfe, which he pafTed by, 
and enquired to whom it belonged ; another has 
"been for three years digging canals and raifing 

I mounts, 
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mounts, cutting trees down in one place, and plant- 
ing them in another, on which Tranquil looks with 
ferene indifference, without afking what will be the 
coft. Another projedtor tells him that -a water- 
work, like that of VerfailleSj will complete the 
beauties of his feat, and lays his draughts before 
him; Tranquil turns his eyes upon them, ^nd the 
artift begins his explanations ; Tranquil raifes no 
objeflions, but orders him to begin the wprk, that 
he may efcape from talk which he does not under- 
ftand. 

Thus a thoufand hands are bufy at his expence, 
without adding to his pleafures. He pays and re- 
ceives vifits, and has loitered in publick or in foli- 
tude, talking in fummer of the town, and in winter 
of tlie country, without knowing that his fortune is 
impaired, till his fteward told him this morning, 
that be could pay the workmen no longer but by 
mortgaging a manor. 



U4 Numb, 
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Numb. 74. Saturday, September 15, ij$^^ 



IN the mythological pedigree of learning, mc«? 
mory is made the mother of the mufes, by 
which the mafters of ancient wifdom, perhaps, 
meant to fliew the neceffity of ftoring the mind cq- 
pipufly with true notions, before the imagination 
Ihould be fufFered to form fidions or colledt embcln 
lifhments; for the works of an ignorant poet can af- 
ford nothing higher than pleafing found, and fiftion 
is of no other ufc than to difplay the treafures of 
memory. 

The neceffity of memory to the acquifition of 
knowledge is inevitably felt and univerfally allowed, 
fo that fcarcely any other of the mental faculties arc 
commonly confidered as neceflary to a ftudent : he 
that admires the proficiency of another, always atr 
tributes it to the happinefs of his memory ; and he 
that laments his own defedts, concludes with a wiih 
that his memory was better. 

It is evident, that when the power of retention is 
weak, all the attempts at eminence of knowledge 
mull be vain ; and as few are willing to be doomed 
to perpetual ignorance, I may, perhaps, afford coni 
folation to feme that have fallen too eafily into dc- 
fpondcnce, by obferving that fuch v/eaknefs is, in 
my opinion, very rare, and that few have reafon to 
complain of nature as unkindly fparing of the gifts 
pf mcmqry. 

In 
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in the common bufinefs of life, we find the me- 
mory of one like that of another, and honeftly im- 
pute omiffions not to involuntary forgetfulnefs, but 
culpable inattention; but in literary inquiries, failure 
is imputed rather to want of memory than of dili- 
gence 

We confider ourfelves as defe£kive in memory, 
either becaufe we remember lefs than we dcfire, or 
lefs than we fuppofe others to remember. 

Memory is like all other human powers, with 
which no man can be fatisfied who meafures them 
by what he can conceive, or by what he can defire. 
Jie whofe mind is moft capacious, finds it much too 
narrow for his wifhes : he that remembers moft, re- 
members little compared with what he forgets. He 
therefore that, after the perufal of a book, finds 
few ideas remaining in his mind, is not to confider 
the difappointment as peculiar to himfelf, or to 
tefign all hopes of improvement, becaufe he does 
pot retail^ wh^t even the author has perhaps for- 
gotten. 

He who compares his memory with that of 
others, is often too hafty to lament the inequa- 
lity. Nature has fometimes, indeed, afforded ex- 
amples of enormous, wonderful, and gigantick me- 
mory. Scaliger reports of himfelf, that, in his 
youth, he could repeat above an hundred verfes, 
having once read them ; and Barthicus declares, 
that he wrote his Comment upon Claudian without 
confulting the text. But not to have fuch degrees 
of memory, is no more to be lamented, than not 
to have the ftrengtb of Hercules, or the fwiftnefs of 

Achilles. 
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AchiUes. He that, in the diftribution of good, has 
^n equal ikare with common men^ may juflly be 
contented. Where there is no ftriking difparity, 
it is difficult to know of two which remembers 
nroil^ and flill n^ore difficult to difcover which reads 
with greater attention, which has renewed the firft 
impreffion by more frequent repetitions, or by what 
accidental combination of ideas cither mind might 
have united any particular narrative or argument to 
its former Hock. 

But memory, however impartially diftributedt 
fo often deceives our truft, that almofl: every man 
attempts, by fomc artifice or other, to fecurc its 
fidelity. 

It is the practice of many readers to note, in the 
margin of their books, the moft important paflagcs, 
the ftrongeft arguments, or the brighteft fentiments. 
Thus they load their minds with fuperfluous attea- 
tion, reprefs the vehemence of curiofity »b-y ufelefs 
deliberation, and by frequent interruption break the 
current of narration or the chain of reafon, and at 
la ft clofe the volui^e, and forget the paliages and 
marks tqgether* 

Others I have found unalterably perfuaded, that 
nothing is certainly remembered b.ut what is tran- 
fcribed; and they have therefore paffed weeks and 
months in transferring large quotations to .a cotn« 
mon place book. Yet, why any part of a book, 
which can be confulted at pleafure, Ihould be co- 
pied, I was never able to difcover. The haod 
Jwsno clofer correfpondence with the memory than 
the eye. The aft of writir\g itfelf diftnads the 

thoughts, 
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thoughts, and what is read twice is commonly bet- 
ter remembered than what is tranfcribed. This 
method therefore confumes time without affifting 
memory. 

The true art of memory is the art of attention. 
No man will read with much advantage, who is not 
^able, at pleafure, to evacuate his mind, or w.bo 
brings not to his author an intellect defecated and 
pure, neither turbid with care, nor agitated by 
pleafure If the repofitories of thought are al- 
feady full, what can they receive ? If the mind is 
employed on the pift or future, the book will be 
held before the eyes in vain. What is read with 
dclighj: is commonly retained, becaufe pleafure al- 
ways fccures attention ; but the books which are 
confulted by occafional neceffity, and perufcd with 
impatience, feldom leave any traces on the -miad. 



Numb* 
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Numb, 75. Saturday, September 22, 1 759, 



IN the time when Baffora was confidered as the 
fchool of Afia^ and flouriflied by the reputation 
of its profeflbrs and the confluence of* its ftudents, 
among the pupils that liftened round the chair of 
Alhumazar was Gelakddin^ a native of Tauris in 
Ferjia^ a young man amiable in his manners and 
beautiful in his form, of boundlefs curiofity, incef- 
fant diligence, and irrefiftible genius, of quick ap- 
prehenfion and tenacious memory, accurate with* 
out narrownefs, and eager for novelty without in< 
conflancy. 

No fooner did Gelaleddin appear at Bajfora^ than 
his virtues and abilities railed him to diftinflion. 
He pafTed from clafs to clafs, rather admired than 
envied by thofe whom the rapidity of his progrcfs 
left behind ; he was confulted by his fellow-ftudents 
as an oraculous guide, and admitted as a competent 
auditor to the conferences of the fages. 

After a few years, having paffed through all the 
exercifes of probation, Gelaleddin was invited to a 
profelTor's feat, and entreated to increafe the fplen- 
dour of Bajfora. Gelaleddin afFedled to deliberate 
on the propofal, with which, before he confidered 
it, he refolved to comply ; and next morning retired 
to a garden planted for the recreation of the ftudents, 
and, entering a folitary walk, began to meditate upon 
bis future life. 

4 ^m 
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** If I am thus eminent/' faid he, "in the regions 
*^ of literature, I (hall be yet more confpicuous in 
** any other place ; if I fliould now devote myfelf 
•* to ftudy and retirement, I mull pafs my life in 
*^ filence, unacquainted with the delights of wealth, 
** the influence of power, the pomp of greatnefs, 
** and the charms of elegance, with all that man 
** envies and defires, with all that keeps the world 
** in motion, by the hope of gaining or the fear of 
*^ lofing it. I will therefore depart to Tauris, where 
** the Perjian monarch refides in all the fplendour 
** of abfolute dominion : my reputation will fly 
*^ before me, my arrival will be congratulated by 
** my kinfmen and my friends ; I fliall fee the eyes 
*' of thofe who predid: my greatnefs fparkling with 
** exultation, and the faces of thofe that once 
*^ defpifed me clouded with envy, or counterfeiting 
** kindnefs by artificial fmiles. I will fliew my 
" wifdom by my difcourfe, and my moderation by 
•* my filence ; I will inftrudt the modeft with eafy 
^* gentlenefs, and r^prefs the oftentatious by feafon- 
" able fupercilioufnefs. My apartments will be 
" crowded by the inquifitive and the vain, by thofe 
" that honour and thofe that rival me; my name 
**will foon reach the court; I fliall ftand before 
*^ the throne of the emperor ; the judges of the law 
*^ will confefs my wifdom, and the nobles will con- 
" tend to heap gifts upon me. If I fliall find that 
^* my merit, like that of others, excites malignity, or 
" feel myfelf tottering on the feat of elevation, I 
•* may at laft retire to academical obfcurity, and 
" become, in my lovveft ftate, a profeflbr of Baf- 

Having 
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Having thus fettled his determination , he declared 
to his friend^s his defign of vifiting Tawis, and faw 
with more pleafure than he ventured to exprefsi, the 
regret with which he was difmiffed. He could not 
bear to delay the honours to which he was deftioed^ 
and therefore haftened away, and in a Ihort time en- 
tered the capital of Ferjia. He was immediately 
immerfed in the crowd, and paffed unobferved to 
his father's houfe. He entered, and was received', 
though not unkindly, yet without any excefs of fond- 
nefs or exclamations of rapture. His father had, in 
his abfence, fuffered many loifes, and Gelaleddin was 
confidered as an additional burthen to a falling fa* 
mily. 

When he recovered from his furprize, he began to 
difplay his acquifitions, and praftifed all the arts of 
narration and difquifirion : but the poor have no 
leifure to be pleafed with eloquence ; they heard his 
arguments without refledlion, and his pleafantries 
without a fmile. He then applied himfelf fingly to 
his brothers and filters, but found them all chained 
down by invariable attention to their own fortunes, 
and infenfible of any other excellence than that which 
could bring fome remedy for indigence. 

It was now known in the neighbourhood that Ge» 
lakddin was returned, and he fate for fome days in 
expedation that the learned would vifit him for con- 
fultation, or the great for entertainment. But who 
will be pleafed or inftrudted in the manfions of po* 
verty ? He thenVrequented places of publick refort, 
and endeavoured to attraft notice by the copioufnefs 
of his talk. The fpritely were filenced, and went 
away to cenfure in fome other place his arrogance 

and 
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and his pedanty ; and the dull Hftened quietly for a 
while, and then wondered why any man Ihould take 
pains to obtain fo much knowledge which would 
never do him good. 

He next folicited the vifiers for employment, not 
doubting but his fervice would be eagerly accepted. 
He was told by one that there was no vacancy in 
his office; by another, that his merit was alx)ve any 
patronage but that of the emperor ; by a third, thac 
he would not forget him ; and by the chief vifier, 
that he did not think literature of any great ufe iii 
publick bufinefs. He was fometimes admitted to 
their tables, where he exerted his wit and diffufed 
his knowledge ; but he obferved, that where, by en- 
deavour or accident, he had remarkably excelled, he 
was feldom invited a fecond time. 

He now returned to Bajfora^ wearied and difguft- 
cd, but confident of refuming his former rank, and 
revelling again in fatiety of praife. But he who had 
been neglected at Tauris^ was not much regarded at 
BaJUpra ; he was confidered as a fugitive, who re- 
turned only becaufe he could live in no other place ; 
his companions found that they had formerly over- 
rated his abilities, and he lived long without notice 
or efteem. 
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Numb. y6. Saturday, September 29, 1759. 

To the IDLER. 

SIR, 

IWA S much pleafed with your ridicule of thofc 
(hallow criticks, whofe judgement, though often 
right as -far as it goes, yet reaches only to inferior 
beauties, and who, unable to comprehend the whole, 
judge only by parts, and from thence determine the 
merit oi extenfive works. But there is another kind 
of critick ftill worfe, who judges by narrow rules, 
and thofe too often falfe, and which, though they 
fliould be true, and founded on nature, will lead him 
but a very little way toward the juft eftimation of 
the fublime beauties in works of genius ; for what- 
ever part of an art can be executed or criticifed by 
rules, that part is no longer the work of genius, 
which implies excellence out of the reach of rules. 
For my own part, I profefs myfelf an Idler, and love 
to give my judgement, fuch as it is, from my imme- 
diate perceptions, without much fatigue of think- 
ing; and I am of opinion, that if a man has not 
thofe perceptions right, it will be vain for him to 
endeavour to fupply their place by rules, which may 
enable him to talk more learnedly, but not to dif- 
tinguifli more acutely. Another reafon which has 
leflened my affeftion for the ftudy of criticifm is, 
that criticks, fo far as I have obferved, debar them- 

felves 
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felvcs from receiving any pleafure from the polite 
arts, at the fame time that they profefs to love and 
admire them : for thefe rules, being always upper- 
moft, give them fuch a propenfity to criticife, that, 
inftead of giving up the reins of their imagination 
into their author's hands, their frigid minds are em- 
ployed in examining whether the performance be ac- 
cording to the rules of art. 

To thofe who are refolved to be criticks in fpite 
of nature, and at the fame time have no great dif- 
pofition to much reading and ftudy, I would recom- 
mend to them to affume the charader of co»noifleur, 
which may be purchafed at a much cheaper rate than 
that of a critick in poetry. The remembrance of a 
few names of painters, with their general charafters, 
with a few rules of the academy, which they may 
pick up among the painters, will go a great way to- 
wards making a very notable connoiffeur. 

With a gentleman of this caft, I vifited laft week 
the Cartoons at Ha??ipton- court ; he was juft returnect 
from Itafyy a connoiffeur of courfe, and of courfe 
his mouth full of nothing but the grace of Raffael/e, 
the purity of Domenicbtno, the learning of Pouffin^ 
the air of Guidoj the greatnefs of tafte of the Cha* 
rachesy and the fublimity and grand contorno of 
Michael Angelo ; with all the reft of the cant of 
criticifm, which he emitted with that volubility 
^hich generally thofe orators have who annex no 
ideas to their words. 

As we were paffing through the rooms, in our 
way to the gallery, I jnade him obferve a whole 
length of Charles the Firft by Vandyke^ as a perfedt 

Vol. VII. X rcprefenta- 
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rcprcfcntation of the charafter as well as the figure 
of the man. He agreed it was very fine, bilt it 
wanted fpirit and contrafl, and had not the flow- 
ing line, without which a figure could not pdffibly 
be graceful. When we entered the gallery, t 
thought I could perceive him recolle&ing hi* 
rules by which he was to criticife Roffaetle. I fliall 
pafs over his obfervation of the boats being too 
Kttle, and other criticifms- of that kind, till we 
arrived at St. Paul preaching. " This,'* fays he, 
** is efteemed the mod excellent of all the cartoons y 
Tvhat noblenefs, what dignity, there is in that figure 
ef St. Paul! and yet what an addition to that 
noblenefs could Raffaelk have given, had the art 
of contrafl: been known in his time ! but, above 
all, the flowing line, which eonftitutes grace and 
beauty ! You would not theij have fecn an up- 
right figure {landing equally on both legs, and 
both hands fl:retched forward in the fame direftioD, 
and his drapery, to all appearance, without the 
leafl: art of difpofitioii." The following pifture i» 
the Charge to Peter. ^ Here,** fays he, " are 
twelve upright figures ;. what a pity it is that Raf-- 
faelle was not acquainted with the pyramidal prin- 
ciple I He would then have contrived the figures 
in the middle to have been on higher ground, or 
the figures at the extremities fl:ooping or lyings 
which would not only have formed the group into^ 
the fhapc of a pyramid, but likcwife contrafted the 
ftanding figures. " Indeed,*' added he, ^* I have 
often lamented that fo great a genius as Raffdelle 
kad not lived in this enlightened age, fince the art 

ha» 
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h^% been reduced to principles^ and had bad hi$ 
education in one of the modern academies ; what 
glorious works might we then have expeded from 
his divine pencil !" 

I Ihail trouble you no longer with my friend's ob- 
fervations, which, I fuppole, you are now able to 
continue by yourfelf. It is curious to obferve, that, 
at the fame time that great admiration is pretended 
for a name of fixed reputation, objeftions are raifed 
againft thofe very qualities by which that great name 
was acquired. 

Thofe criticks are continually lamenting that 
Raffaelle had not the colouring and harmony of 
Rubens^ or the light and (hadow of Rembrant^ with- 
out confidering how much the gay harmony of 
the former, and affeSiation of the latter, would 
take from the dignity of Raffaelle; and yet Ru^ 
bens had great harmony, and Rembrant under- 
ftood light and ibadow : but what may be an ex* 
cellence in a lower clafs of painting, becomes a 
blemiih in a higher; as the quick, fpritely turn, 
which is the life and beauty of epigrammatick com- 
pofitions, would but ill fuit with the majefty of he* 
roick poetry. 

To conclude ; I would not be thought to infer, 
from any thing that has been (kid, that rules are ab* 
folutely unneceffary ; but to cenfure fcrupulofity, a 
fervile attention to minute exaftnefs, which is fome- 
times inconfiftent with higher excellency, and is loft 
in xhe blaze of expanded genius. 

I do not know whether you will think painting a 
general fubjeft. By inferting this letter, perhaps 

X 2 you 
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you will incur the cenfure a man would deferve, 
whofe bufinefs being to entertain a whole room, 
Ihould turn his back to the company, and talk to 
z particular perfon. 

I am, SIR, &c. 



Numb. 77. Saturday, OSiober 6j 1759. 



EASY poetry is univerfaHy admired -, but I know 
not whether any rule has yet been fixed, by 
which it may be decided when poetry can be pro- 
perly called eafy. Horacehas told us, that it is fuch 
as every reader hopes to equal, but after long labour 
finds unattainable. This is a very loofe defcrip- 
tion, in which only the cfFedl is noted; the qua- 
lities which produce this effe£t remain to be irr» 
veftigated. 

Eafy poetry Is that in which natural thoughts arc 
exprefi'ed without violence to the language. The 
difcriminating character of eafe confifts principally 
in the diAion, for all true poetry requires that the 
fentiments be natural. Language fuffers violence 
by harfh or by daring figures, by cranfpofition, by 
unufual acceptations of words, and by any licence, 
which would be avoided by a writer of profc. 
Where any artifice appears in the conftruction of 
the verfe, that verfe is no longer eafy. Any epithet 

which 
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which can be ejeded without diminution of the 
fenfe, any curious iteration of the fame word, and 
all unufual, though not ungrammatical ftrufture of 
fi^cech^ deftroy the grace of eafy poetry. 

The firft lines of Popes's Iliad afford examples of 
many licences which an eafy writer muft decline: 

Achilles wrathy to Greece the d'trfful fpring 
Of woes unnumber'd, beav'nly Goddcfs fing. 
The wrath which hurTd to Pluto^s g/aomy reign 
The fouls oi mighty chiefs untimely llain. 

In the firft couplet the language is diftorted by 
inverfions, clogged wich fuperfluities, and clouded 
by a harfh metaphor; and in the fecond there are 
two words ufed in an uncommon fenfe, and two 
epithets infcrted only to^ lengthen the line ; all thefe 
pradices may in a long work»eafily be pardoned, 
but they always produce fome degree of obfcurity 
and ruggednefs. 

Eafy poetry has been fo long excluded by ambi- 
tion of ornament, and luxuriance of imagery, that 
its nature feems now to be forgotten. Affectation, 
however oppofite to eafe, is fometimes miftaken 
for it : and thofe who afpire to gentle elegance, 
collcdt female phrafes and fafhionable barbarifms, 
and imagine that ftyle to be eafy which cuflom has 
made familiar. Such was the idea of the poet who 
wrote the following vcrfes to a countcfs cutting paper : 

Pallas grew vnfrijh once and odd^ 

She would not do the leaji right thing 
Either for Goddefs or for God, 

Nor work, nor play, nor paint, nor fing. 

X 3 Jove 



310^ T H E I D L E R- N? 77. 

Jove frown*d, and ** Ufc (he cry*d) thofc eyes 

^' So fkilful, and thofe hands fo taper % 
** Do fomething cxquifite and wife"— - 

She bow'd, obey'd him, and cut paper. 

This vexing him who gave her birth. 
Thought by all Heaven a burning Jbame^ 

ff'hai doeijhe next^ but bids on earth 
Her Burlington do juft the fame ? 

Fallacy you give youikli ftrange airs \ 

But fure you'll find it hard to fpoil 
The fenfe and tafte of one that bears 

The name of SaviU and of Boyle. 

Alas ! one bad example fhown. 

How quickly all the fex purfue ! 
See, madam I fee the arts o'erthrowa 

Between John Overton and you. 

It is the prerogative of eafy poetry to be under* 
flood as long as the language lafts ; but modes of 
fpeech, which owe their prevalence only to modifli 
folly, or to the eminence of thofe that ufe them, die 
away with their inventors, and their meaning, in a 
few years, is no longer known. 

Eafy poetry is commonly fought in petty com- 
pofitions upon minute fubjefts ; but cafe, though it 
excludes pomp, will admit greatnefs. Many lines 
in Cato's foliloquy arc at once eafy and fublime : 

*Tis the divinity that ftirs within us ; 

•Tis Heaven itfelf that points out an hereafter. 

And intimates eternity to man. 

■ If there's a power above us. 

And that there is all nature cries aloud 

Thro* all her works, he muft delight in virtue. 

And tliat which he delight^ in muft be happy. 

Nor 



K^7r- THE I D L ^ R, ju 

Nor is eafe more contrary to wit than to fublimity ; 
the celebrated ftanza of Cowley^ on a lady elaborately 
drefled, lofes nothing of its freedom by the fpirit of 
the fentiment : 

Th' adorning thee with fo much art 

Is but a harb'rous (kill, 
*Tis like the poisoning of a dart. 

Top apt before to kill/ 

Cowley feems to have poffefTed the power of writ- 
ing eafily beyond any other of our poets ; yet his 
purfuit of remote thought led him often into harlh- 
nefs of expreffion. IValler often attempted, byt fcl- 
dom attained it ; for he is too frequently driven into 
tranfpofitions. The ppet$, from the time of Dryden^ 
have gradually advanced in emi)ellifliment, and con- 
fequently departed from fimplicity and eafe. 

To require from any author many pieces of eafy 
poetry, would^ be indeed to opprefs him with too 
Iiard a talk. It is Icfs difficult to write a volume of 
lines fwelled with epithets, brightened by figures, 
and ftifFened by tranfpofitions, than to produce a few 
couplets graced only by naked elegance and fimple 
purity, which require fo much care and fkill, that 
I doubt whether any pf our authors have yet been 
able, for twenty lines together, nicely to obferve the 
true definition of eafy poetry. 



X 4 NiJMB» 
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Numb. 78. Saturday, 067(9^^r 13, 1759. 



I HAVE pafled the fummcr in one of thofc 
places to which a mineral fpring gives the idle 
and luxurious an annual reafon for reforting, when- 
ever they fancy themlelvcs offended by the heat of 
London. What is the true motive of this periodical 
affembly, I have never yet been able to difcover. 
The greater part of the vifitants neither feel difeafes 
nor fear them. What pleafure can be expedted 
more than the variety of the journey, I know not, 
for the numbers are too great for privacy, and too 
fmall for diverfion. As each is known to be a fpy 
upon the reft, they all live in continual reftraint ; and 
having but a narrow range for cenfure, they gratify 
its cravings by preying on one another. 

But every condition has fome advantages. In 
this confinement, a fmaller circle affords opportu- 
nities for more cxadt obfervation. The glafs that 
magnifies its objedt contrafts the fight to a point; 
and the mind muft be fixed upoii a fingle charafter 
to remark its minute peculiarities. The quality or 
habit which paflTes unobiierved in the tumult of fuc- 
ceffive multitudes, becomes confpicuous when it is 
ofibred to the notice day after day ; and perhaps I 
have, without any diftindt notice, feen thoufands 
like my late companions; for when the fcene can 
be varied at pleaiure, a flight difguft turns us 
2 afidc 
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afide before a deep impreffion can be made upon 
the mind* 

There was a feleft fett, fuppofed to be diftin- 
guiflied by fuperiority of intelledls, who always paffed 
the evenings together. To be admitted to their con- 
verfation was the higheft honour of the place ; many 
youths afpired to diftindtion, by pretending to occa<* 
fional invitations ; and the ladies were often wifliihg 
to be men, that they might partake the pleafures of 
learned focicty. 

I know' not whether by merit or deftiny, I wAs, 
foon after my arrival, admitted to this envied party, 
which 1 frequented till I had learned the art by which 
each endeavoured to fupport his charader. 

Tom Steady was a vehement affertor of uncontro- 
verted truth ; and by keeping himfelf out of the 
reach of contradiction had acquired all the confix 
dence which the confcioufnefs of irrefiftible abili- 
ties could have given. I was once mentioning a 
man of eminence, and, after having recounted his 
virtues, endeavoured to reprefent him fully, by 
mentioning his fatilts. Sir, faid Mr. Steady y that 
he has faults I can eajily believe, for who is without 
them ? No fnan^ Sir, is now alive, among the innu" 
merable multitudes that fwarm upon the earth, however 
wife, or however good, who has not, in fome degree, 
bis failings and his faults. If there be any man faults 
tefs, bring him forth into publick view, fhew him 
openly, and let him be known ; but 1 will venture to 
affirm, and, till the contrary be plainly fhewn, Jhall 
always maintain, that no fuch man is to be found. 
Tell not mCy Sir, of impeccability and pcrfeliion ; fuch 

talk 
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ialk is for tbofi that aujlrangeuin tbfi ^of^: /^^w 
feen feveral nations^ and convcrjed with all ranks oj 
people: I have known the great and th^ tnean^ the leam^ 
€d and the ignorant^ the old and the youngs the clerical 
and the lay \ but I have never found a num wit bout a 
fault I and I fuppofi Jball die in the opinion ^ tb^^t tq b^ 
human is to be frail. 

To all this nothing could be oppofed. 1 li{tene4 
Tvith a banging head ; Mr. Siteady looked round on 
the hearers with triumph, and faw every eye congra* 
tulating his viftory; he departed, and fpentthe next 
piorning in following thofe who retired froqi the 
company, and telling them, with injundtiqns of fe* 
crecy, how poor Spritely beg^n to take liberties with 
men wifer than himfelf; but that he fupprefled him 
by a decifive argument, which put him totally tQ 
iilence. 

Dick Snug is a man of fly remark and pithy fen* 
tentioufnefs : he never immerges himfelf in the ftream 
of converfation, but lies to catch his companions in 
the eddy : he is often very fuccefsful in breaking 
narratives and confounding eloquence. A gentle- 
man, giving the hiftory of one of his acquaintance, 
made mention of ^ lady that had many lovers : Theny 
faid Dick, Jhe was either handfome or rich. This 
obfervation being well received, Dick watched the 
progrefs of the tale; and, hearing of a man loft 10 a 
Ihipwreck, remarked, that no man was ever drowned 
Upon dry land. 

Will Startle is a man of exquiiite fenfibility, 
whofe delicacy of frame, and quicknefs of difcero* 
ment^ fubjed him to impreffions from the flighteft 

caufes; 
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caufes; and who therefore paffes his Ufa betwceo 
rapture and horror, in quiverings of delight, or con* 
vulfions of difguft. His emotions are too violent for 
many words; his thoughts are always difcovercd by 
exclamations. Vile^ odious^ horrid^ deteftablCy and 
fweet, charming^ delighifiily aftonijhing^ compofe almoft 
his whole vocabulary, which he utters with various 
contortions and gefticulations, not eafily related or 
defcribed. 

Jack Solid is a man of much reading, who utters 
nothing but quotations -, but having been, I fup- 
pofe, too confident of his memory, he has for 
fome time neglefted his books, and his flock 
grows every day more fcanty. Mr. Solid has 
found an opportunity every night to repeat, from 
liudibrasy 

Doubtlcfs the pleafure is as great 
Of being cheated, as to cheat. 

jnd from fFaller^ 

Poets lofe half the praifc they would have got. 
Were it but known that they difcreetly blot. 

Dick Mijly is a man of deep refearch, and for- 
cible penetration. Others are content with fuper- 
ficial appearances ; but Dick holds, that there is 
no efFedl without a caufe, and values himfelf upon 
his power of explaining the difficult, and dif- 
playing the abftrufe. Upon a difpute among us, 
which of two young (Irangers was more beautiful, 
Xou^ fays Mr. Mi/iy^ turning to me, like Ama- 
jjtnthia better than Chloris. I do not wonder at the 
7 preferences 
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freferencey for the caufe is evident : there is in man 
a perception of harmony ^ and a fenfibility of perfeStion^ 
which touches the finer fibres of the mental texture ; 
and before reafon can defcend from her throne j to pafs 
her fentence upon the things compared ^ drives us towards 
the obje6l proportioned to our faculties y by an impulfe 
gentle y yet irrefijlible \ for the harmonick fyfiem of the 
Univerfey and the reciprocal mngnetifm of fimilar na- 
tureSf are always operating towards conformity and 
union ; nor can the powers of the foul ceafe from agi- 
tationy till they find fomcthing on which they can repofe. 
To this nothing was oppofed ; and Jmaranthia was 
acknowledged to excel Chloris. 

Of the reft you may expedt an account from, 

SIR, yours, 

Robin Spritely. 



Numb. 
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NifMB. 79. Saturday, OSiober^ 20, 1759. 

to the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

YOUR acceptance of a former letter on paint- 
ing, gives me encouragement to offer a few 
more fketches on the fame fubjedt. 

Amongft the painters, and the writers on painting, 
there is one maxim univerfally admitted and conti- 
nually inculcated. Imitate nature is the invariable 
rule; but I know none who have explained in what 
manner this rule is to be underftood ; the confe- 
quence of which is, that every one takes it in the 
moft obvious fenfe, that objects are reprefented na- 
turally when they have fuch relief that they feem 
real. It may appear ftrange, perhaps, to hear this 
fenfe of the rule difputed ; but it muft be confidered, 
that, if the excellency of a painter confifted only in 
this kind of imitation, painting mud lofe its rank, 
and be no longer confidered as a liberal art, and 
lifter to poetry, this imitation being merely mecha- 
nical, in which the Qoweft intellect is always fure to 
fucceed beft ; for the painter of genius cannot 
floop to drudgery, in which the underflanding has 
no part ; and what pretence has the art to claim 
kindred with poetry, but by its powers over the itjia- 
gination ? To this power the painter of genius di- 
rt (fts him i in this fenfe he ftudies nature, and often 

arrives 
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arrives at his end, even by being unnatural in the 
confined fenfe of the word. 

The grand ftyle of painting requires this minute 
attention to be carefully avoided, and niu{t be kept 
as feparate from it as the ftyle of poetry from that of 
hiftory. Poetical ornaments deftroy that air of 
truth and plainnefs which ought to charadterife hif- 
tory ; but the very being of poetry confifts in depart- 
ing from this plain narration, and adopting every 
ornament that will warm the imagination. To de- 
fire to fee the excellences of each ftyle united, to 
mingle the Dutch with the Italian fchool, is to join 
contrarieties which cannot fubfift together, and which 
deftroy the efficacy of each other. The Italian at- 
tends only to the invariable, the great and general 
ideas which are fixed and inherent in univerfal na- 
ture; the Dutcby on the contrary, to literal truth 
and a minute exaftnefs in the detail, as I may fay, 
of nature modified by accident. The attention to 
thefe petty peculiarities is the very caufe of this na- 
turalnefs fo much admired in the Dutch pidlures, 
which, if we fuppofe it to be a beauty, is certainly 
of a lower order, which ought to give place to a 
beauty of a fuperior kind, fince one cannot be ob» 
tained but by departing from the other. 

If my opinion was alked concerning the works of 
Michael /ingelo, whether they would receive any ad- 
vantage from poffeffing this mechanical merit, I 
ihould not fcruple to fay they would not only re- 
ceive no advantage, but would lofe, in a great meor 
fure, the efFed which they now have on every mind 
fufceptible of great and noble ideas. His works 
may be faid to be all genius and foul; and why 

ihould 
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Ihould they be loaded with heaVy matter, vAAth tati 
6nly cOuhteraft his purpofe by retarding the pro* 
grefs of the imagination ? 

If this opinion fhould be thought one of thfe wild 
extravagances of enthufiafm, I fliali olily fay, that 
thofe who tenfure It are not converfant in the work# 
tif the great mafters. It is veify difficult to deKr»- 
mine the exaft' degree of enthufiafm that ^he arts of 
painting and poetry may admit. There ^may per* 
haps be too great an indulgence, as well as too great 
a reftraint of imagination ; and if the one produceft 
incoherent monfters, the other produces what is full 
as bad, lifelefs infipidity. An intimate knowledge 
of the paffions, and good fenfe, but ^ot commoft 
fenfe, muft at laft determine its limits. It has been 
thought, arid 1 believe with re^foa, that Michael An- 
gela fometimes tranfgrefled thofe limits; and I think 
I have feen figures of hitn of which it was very dif- 
ficult to determine whether they were in the higheft 
. degree fublime or extremely ridiculous. Such faults 
may be faid to be the ebullitions of genius; but at 
leaft he had this merit, that he never was infipid, 
and whatever paffion his works may excite, they will 
always efcape contempt. 

What I have had under confideration is the fub* 
limeft ftyle, particularly that of Michael Angelo^ the 
Homer of paintingr Other kinds may admit of this 
naturalnefs, which of the lowed kind is the chief 
merit ; but in painting, as in poetry, the higheft ftyle 
has the leaft of common nature. 

One may very fafely recommend a little more en- 
thufiafm to the modern painters; too much is cer« 
tainly not the vice of the prefent age. The Italians 

fccm 
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ieem to have been continually declining in this re- 
fpedt from the time of Michael Angela to that of 
Carlo MaraUi, and from thence to the very bathos 
of iniipidity to which they are now funk ; fo that 
there is no need of remarking^ that where I men* 
tioned the Italian painters in oppofition to the Dutch, . 
I mean not the modems, but the heads of the old 
Roman and Bolognian fchools ; nor did I mean to in- 
clude in my idea of an Italian painter^ the Venetian 
fchooly which may be faid to be the Dutch part of 
the Italian genius. I have only to add a word of 
advice to the painters, that, however excellent they 
may be in painting naturally, they would not flatter 
themfelves very much upon it; and to the con- 
noifieurs, that when they fee a cat or a fiddle painted 
fo finely, that, as the phrafe is^ // looks as if you could 
take it up, they would not for that reafon imme*^ 
diately compare the painter to Raffaelle and Mcbael 
Angela. 



Numb* 
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Numb. 80. Saturday, OSlober 27, 1759* 

THAT every day has its pains and forrows is 
univerfally experienced, and almoft univer- 
fally confefled ; but let us not attend only to mourn- 
ful truths ; if we look impartially about us, we fliall 
find that every day has likewife its pleafures and its 
joys. 

The time is now come when the' town is again 
beginning to be full, and the rufticated beauty fees 
an end of her banifliment. Thofe whom the tyranny 
of falhion had condemned to pafs the fummer among 
fliades and brooks, are now preparing to return to 
plays, balls, and affemblics, with health reftored by 
retirement, and fpirits kindled by expeftation. 

Many a mind, which has languilhed for^e months 
without emotion or defire, now feels a fudden reno- 
vation of its faculties. It was long ago obferved by 
Pythagoras^ that ability and neceflity dwell near each 
other. She that wandered in the garden without 
fenfe of its fragrance, and lay day after day ftretched 
upon a couch behind a green curtain, unwilling to 
wake, and unable to fleep, now fummons her thoughts 
to confider which of her laft year's clothes Ihall be 
feen again, and to anticipate the raptures of a new 
fuit ; the day and the night are now filled with oc- 
cupation ; the laces, which were too fine to be worn 
among rufticks, are taken from the boxes and re- 
viewed, and the eye is no fooner clofed after its la- 
bours, than whole (hops of filk bufy the fancy. 

Vol. VII. Y But 



322 T H E I D L E R- N** 80. 

But happinefs is nothing if it is not known^ and 
very little if it is not envied. Before the day of de- 
parture a week is always appropriated to the pay- 
ment and reception of ceremonial viiits, at which 
nothing can be mentioned but the delights of Lon- 
don. The lady who is haftening to the fcene of 
adtion flutters her wings, difplays her profpe<Sls of fe- 
licity, tells how flie grudges every moment of delay, 
and, in the prefence of ihofe whom flie knows con- 
demned to (lay at home, is fure to wonder by what 
arts life can be made fupportable through a winter 
in the country, and to tell how often, amidft the ex- 
tafies of an opera, (he fliall pity thofe friends whom 
ihe has left behind. Her hope of giving pain is 
fcldom difappointed ; the affefted indifference of 
one, the faint congratulations of another, the wiihes 
of fome openly confefled, and the filent dejedion of 
the reft, all exalt her opinion of her own fuperiority. 

But, however we may labour for our own decep- 
tion, truth, though unwelcome, will fometimes in- 
trude upon the mind. They who have already en- 
joyed the crowds and nolle of the great city, know 
that their defire to return is little more than the reft- 
leflhefs of a vacant mind, that they are not fo much 
led by hope as driven by difguft, and wiih rather to. 
leave the country than to fee the town. There is 
commonly in every coach a paffenger enwrapped in 
filent expeftation, whofe joy is more fincere, and 
wliofe hopes are more exalted. The virgin whom 
the laft fumnier releafed from her governefs, add 
who is now going between her mother and her aunt 
to try the fortune of her wit and beauty, fufpeds ne 
fallacy in the gay reprefentation. She believes her- 

fclf 
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felf pafling into another world, and images London as 
an elyfian region, where every hour has its proper 
pieafure, where nothing is feen but the blaze of 
wealth, and nothing heard but merriment and flat- 
tery ; where the morning always rifes on a Ihow, and 
the evening clofes on a ball ; where the eyes are ufed 
only to fparkle, and the feet only to dance. 

Her aunt and her mother amufe themfelves on the 
road, with telling her of dangers to be dreaded, and 
cautions to be obferved. She hears them as they 
heard their predeceflbrs, with incredulity or con- 
tempt. She fees that they have ventured and 
efcaped ; and one of the pleafures which Ihe pro- 
mifes herfelf is to deted: their falfchoods^ and ht 
freed from their admonitions. 

We are inclined to believe thofe whom we do not 
know, becaufe they never have deceived us. The 
fair adventurer may perhaps Hften to the Idler^ whom 
Ihe cannot fufpeO: of rivalry or malice ; yet he fcarcely 
expefts to be credited when he tells her, that her ex- 
pedations will likewife end in difappointment. 

The uniform neceffities of human nature product 
in a great meafure uniformity of life, and for part of 
the day make one place like another j to drefs and 
to undrefs, to eat and to fleep, are the fame in Lon^ 
don as in the country. The fupernumerary hours 
have indeed a great variety both of pieafure and 
of pain. The ftranger, gazed on by multitudes at 
her firft appearance in the Park, is perhaps on the 
higheft fummit of female happinefs 5 but how great 
is the anguifh when the novelty of another face drawi 
her worihipers away ! The heart may leap fof a time 
under a fine gown ; but the fight of a gown yet finer 
Y 2 puts 
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puts an end to rapture. In the firft row at an opera 
two hours may be happily paflcd in liftening to the 
mufick on the ftage, and watching the glances of the 
company ; but how will the night end in defpond- 
ency when (he, that imagined herfelf the fovereign 
of the place, fees lords contending to lead Iris to her 
chair ! There is little pleafure in converfation to her 
whofe wit is regarded hut in the fecond place; and 
who can dance with eafe or fpirit that fees Amaryllis 
led out before her ? She that fancied nothing but a 
fucceflion of pleafures, will find herfelf engaged with-r 
out defign in numberlefs competitions, and mortified 
without provocation with numberlefs afflidkions. 

But I do not mean to extinguifli that ardour which 
I wilh to moderate, or to difcourage thofe whom I 
am endeavouring to reftrain* To know the world is 
necefTary, fince we were born for the help of one 
another; and to know it early is convenient, if it be 
only that we may learn early to defpife it. She that 
brings to London a mind well prepared for improve- 
ment, though Ihe mifles her hope of uninterrupted 
l^appinefs, will gain in return an opportunity of add- 
ing knowledge to vivacity, and enlarging innocence 
to virtue. 



Nu^B. 
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Numb. 8r. SArvzuAv^ November ^^ ^759- 

AS the Englijh army was paffing towards ^ehec 
along a loft favanna between a mountain and 
% lake, one of the petty chiefs of the inland re- 
gions flood upon a rock furrounded by his clan, 
and from behind the flielter of the buihes con- 
templated the art and regularity of European war. 
Jt was evening, the tents were pitched : he ob- 
ferved the fecurity with which the troops refted in 
the night, and the order -with which the march 
was renewed in the morning. He continued to 
purfue them with hi^ eye till they could be Utix 
no longer, and then flood for fome time filent and 
penfive. 

Then turning to his followers, '• My children 
^' (faid he) I have often heard from men hoary 
^* with long life, that there was a time when our 
*' anceftors were abfolute lords of the woods, the 
^^ meadows, and the lakes, wherever the eye can 
** reach or the foot can pafs. They filhed and 
*** hunted, feafted and danced, and when they 
'* were weary lay down under the firft thicket, 
*^ without danger, and without fear. They changed 
•^^ their habitations as the feafons required, con* 
^* venience prompted, or curiofity allured them ; 
^^ ^nd fometimcs gathered the fruits of the moun- 

y 3 " tain. 



326 T H E I D L E R. N^ 8i. 

*' tain^ and fometimes fported in canoes along the 
" coaft. 

*^ Many years and ages are fuppofed to have 

*' been thus pafled in plenty and fecurity ; when, 

*^ at laft, a new race of men entered our country 

*^ from the great ocean. They inclofed themfelves 

'* in habitations of ftone, which our anceftors 

<^ could neither enter by violence, nor deftroy by 

** fire. They iffued from thofe faftnefles, fome- 

*f times covered like the armadillo with fliellsi 

*^ from which the lance rebounded on the ftriker, 

** and fometimes carried by mighty beafls which 

** had never been feen in our vales or forells, of 

*^ fuch ftrength and fwiftnefs, that flight and op- 

•* pofition were vain alike. Thofe invaders range4 

" over the continent, flaughtering in their rage 

*' thofe that refilled, and thofe that fubmitted, iq 

*^ their mirth. Of thofe that remained, fome were 

" buried in caverns, and condemned to dig metals 

" for their matters ; fome were employed in tilling 

*' the ground, of which foreign tyrants devour the 

" produce •, and, when the fword and the mines 

** have deftroyed the natives, they fupply their 

" place by human beings of another colour, brought 

" from fome diftant country to perifti here under 

" toil and torture. 

<* Some there arc who boaft their humanity, and 
" content themfelves to fe;ze our chaces and 
f' filhcries, who drive us from every track of 
f' ground where fertility and pleafantnefs invite 
•* them to fettle, and make no war upon us except 
** when ^ye intrude upon our own lands. 

'' Other? 
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^ Others pretend to have purchafed a right of 
*' refidence and tyranny ; but furely the infolence 
" of fuch bargains is more ofFcnfive than the avowed 
** and open dominion of force. What reward can 
** induce the poffeflbr of a country to admit a 
** ftranger more powerful than himfelf ? Fraud or 
** terror muft operate in fuch contrads; either they 
*' promifed protedion which they never have af- 
** forded, or inftrudion which they never imparted. 
^* We hoped to be fecured by their favour from 
*^ fome other evil, or to learn the arts of Europe^ 
•* by which we might be able to fecurc ourfelves. 
** Their power they never have exerted in our de- 
** fence, and their arts they have ftudioufly con- 
** cealed from us. Their treaties are only to dc- 
•* ceive, and their traffick only to defraud us. 
** They have a written law among them, of which 
*• they boaft as derived from Him who made the 
^* earth and fea, and by which they profefs to be- 
•* lieve that man will be made happy when life 
^' Ihall forfake him. Why is not this law com- 
** municated to us ? It is concealed becaufe it is 
•^ violated. For how can they preach it to an 
*' Indian nation, when I am told that one of its 
** firft precepts forbids them to do to others 
^* what they would not that others Ihould do to 
*^ them ? 

" But the time perhaps is now approaching 
** when the pride of urfurpation (hall be crulhed, 
^* and the cruelties of invafion (hall be revenged* 
«* The fons of rapacity have now drawn their 
^ fwords upon each other, and referred their 

y 4 ** claims 
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^' claims to the decifion of war ; let us look un- 
'^ concerned upon the daughter, and remember 
*' that the death of every European delivers the 
^^ country from a tyrant and a robber ; for what 
*• is the claim of cither nation, but the claim of the 
" vulture to the leveret, of the tiger to the fawn ? 
*' Let them then continue to difpute their title to 
** regions which they cannot people, to purchafe 
*' by danger and blood the empty dignity of do- 
" minion over mountains which they will never 
** climb, and rivers which they will never pafs. 
** Let us endeavour, in the mean time, to learn 
" their difcipline, and to forge their weapons ; 
'* and, when they Ihall be weakened with mutual 
" llaughter, let us rufh down upon them, force 
«^ their remains to take (helter in their (hips, and 
*^ reign once more in our native country." 



NiTMB* 



N« 82. T H E I D L E R- 329 

NuMB,82. Saturday, November jo, 1759* 

To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

DISCOURSING in my laft ^tter on the 
different pradice of the Italian and Dutch 
painters, I obferved, that *^ the Italian painter at- 
^' tends only to the invariable, the great and genc- 
^» ral ideas which are fixed and inherent in univerfal 
♦« nature," 

I was led into the fubje<fl of this letter by endea- 
vouring to fix the original caufe of this conduft of 
the Italian matters. If it can be proved that by this 
choice they feledted the moft beautiful part of the 
creation, it will Ihew how much their principles are 
founded on reafon, and, at the fame time, difcover 
the origin of our ideas of beauty. 

I fuppofe it will be eafily granted, that no man 
can judge whether any animal be beautiful in its 
kind, or deformed, who has feen only one of that 
fpecies; that is as conclufive in regard to the hu- 
man figure; fo that if a man, born blind, was to 
recover his fight, and the moft beautiful woman 
was brought before him, he could not determine 
whether Ihe was handfome or not; nor, if the moft 
beautiful and moft deformed were produced, could 
he any better determine to which he Ihould give 
the preference, having feen only thofe two. To 

diAinguiih 
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diftinguilh beauty, then, implies the having fecn 
many individuals of that fpecies. If it is aiked, 
how is more fkill acquired by the obfervation of 
greater numbers? I anfwer that, in confequence of 
having feen many, the power is acquired, even with- 
out feeking after it, of diftinguilhing between acci- 
dental blemiflies and excrefcences which are conti- 
nually varying the furface of Nature's works, and the 
invariable general form which Nature moft frequently 
produces, and*lways feems to intend in her produc- 
tions. 

Thus amongft the blades of grafs or leaves of 
the fame tree, though no two can be found exadly 
alike, yet the general form is invariable : A na- 
turalift, before he chbfe one as a fample, would 
examine many, fince, if he took the firft that oc- 
curred, it might have, by accident or otherwife, 
fuch a form as that it would fcarcely be known to 
belong to that fpecies; he feledts, as the painter 
does, the moft beautiful, that is, the moft general 
form of nature. 

Every fpecies of the animal as well as the vege- 
table creation may be faid to have a fixed or deter- 
minate form towards which nature is continually 
inclining, like various lines terminating in the cen- 
ter; or it may be compared to pendulums vibrating 
in different directions over one central point, and 
as they all crofs the center, though only one paffes 
through any other point, fo it will be found that 
perfeft beauty is oftener produced by nature than 
deformity ; I do not mean than deformity in gene- 
ral, but than any one kind of deformity. , To in- 

ftance 
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ftance in a particular part of a feature : the lipe fhat 
forms the ridge of the nofe is beautiful when it is 
ftrait; this then is the central form, which is oftener 
found than either concave, convex, or any other irre- 
gular form that Ihall be propofed. As we are then 
more accuftomed to beauty than deformity, we may 
conclude that to be the reafon why we approve and 
admire it, as we approve and admire cuftoms and 
falhions of drefs for no other reafon than that we 
are ufed to them; fo that though habit and cufiom 
cannot be faid to be the caufe of beauty, it is cer- 
tainly the caufe of our liking it : and I have no 
doubt but that, if we were more ufed to deformity 
than beauty, deformity would then lofe the idea now 
annexed to it, and take that of beauty; as, if the 
whole world fhould agree that yes and no ihould 
change their meanings, yes would then deny, and no 
would affirm. 

Whoever undertakes to proceed further in this 
argument, and endeavours to fix a general criterion 
of beauty refped:ing different fpecies, or to lhe\y 
why one fpecies is more beautiful than another, it 
will be required from him firft to prove that one 
fl)ecies is really more beautiful than another. That 
we prefer one to the other, and with very good rea- 
fon, will be readily granted; but it does not follow 
from thence that we think it a more beautiful form j 
for we have no criterion of form by which to deter- 
mine our judgement. He who fays a fwan is more 
beautiful than a dove, means little more than that 
he has more pleafure in feeing a fwan than a dove, 
either from the ftatelinefs of its motions, or its being 
4 a more 
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a more rare bird ; and be wbo gives tbe preference 
Co the dove, does ic from fome aflbciation of ideas 
of innocence that he always annexes to the dove; 
but, if he pretends to defend the preference he gives 
to one or the other by endeavouring to prove that 
this more beautiful form proceeds from a particu- 
lar gradation of magnitude, undulation of a curve, 
or diredion of a line, or whatever other conceit 
of his imagination he ihall fix on as a criterion of 
-form, he will be continually contradidting him- 
fclf, and find at laft that the great Mother of Na- 
ture will not be fubjeded to fuch narrow rules. 
Among the various reafons why we prefer one part 
of her works to another, the moft general, I be- 
lieve, is habit and cuftom ; cuftom makes, in a cer- 
tain fenfe, white black, and black white; it is cuf- 
tom alone determines our preference of the colour 
of the Europeans to the Ethiopians ; and they, for 
the fame reafon, prefer their own colour to ours. I 
fuppofe nobody will doubt, if one of their painters 
were to paint the goddefs of beauty, but that be 
would reprefent her black, with thick lips, flat 
nofe, and woolly hair; and, it feems to me, he would 
adt very unnaturally if he did not: for by what 
criterion will any one difpute the propriety of his 
idea ? We, indeed, fay, that the form and colour 
of the European is preferable to that of the j£tbi^ 
plan ; but I know of no other reafon we have for 
ir, but that we are more accuftomed to it. It is 
abfurd to fay, that beauty is pofleflcd of attradivc 
powers, which irrefillibly feize the correfponding 
mind wi^h Ipve and admirationj iince that argy- 

ment 
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ment is equally conclufive in favour of the white 
and the black philofopher. 

The black and white nations muft, in Ycfiyt& of 
beauty, be confidered as of different kinds, at leaft 
a different fpecics of the fame kind ; from one of 
which to the other, as I obferved, no inference can 
be drawn. 

Novelty is faid to be one of the caufes of beauty : 
that novelty is a very fufBcicnt reafon why we 
jQiould admire, is not denied; but becaufe it is 
uncommon, is it therefore beautiful ? The beauty 
that is produced by colour, as when we prefer one 
bird to another, though of the fame form, on ac-i 
count of its colour, has nothing to do with this 
argument, which reaches only to form. I have 
here confidered the word beauiy as being properly 
applied to form alone. There is a neceiSty of 
fixing this confined fenfe ; for there can be no ar-^ 
gument, if the fenfe of the word is extended to. 
every thing that is approved. A rofe may as well 
be faid to be beautiful, becaufe it has a fine fmell, 
as a bird becaufe of its colour. When we apply 
the word beauty we do not mean always by it a 
more beautiful form, but fomething valuable on 
account of its rarity, ufefulnefs, colour, or any 
other property. A horfe is faid to be a beautiful 
animal ; but, had a horfe as few good qualities as a 
tortoife, I do not imagine that he would be then 
efteemed beautiful. 

A fitnefs to the end propofed, is faid to be 
aiioiher caufe of beauty; bat fuppofing we were 
proper judges of what form is the moft proper 

in 
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in an animal to conftitutc ftrength or fwiftnefs, 
wc always determine concerning its beauty, bc*^ 
fore we exert our underftanding to judge of its fit- 
xiefs. 

From what has been faid, it may be inferred, 
that the works of nature, if we compare one fpe- 
cies with another, are all equally beautiful ; and 
that preference is given from cuftom, or fome af- 
fociation of ideas : and that, in creatures of the fame 
fpecies, beauty is the medium or center of all va- 
rious forms. 

To conclude, then, by way of corollary : if it 
lias been proved, that the painter, by attending to 
the invariable and general ideas of nature, pro- 
duces beauty, he muft, by regarding minute parti- 
cularities and accidental dlfcriminations, deviate 
from the univerfal rule, and pollute his canvas with 
deformity. 
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Numb. 83. Saturday, November 17, 1759. 
To the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

ISixpposE you have forgotten that many weeks 
ago I promifed to fend you an account of my 
companions at the Wells. You would not deny 
me a place among the moft faithful votaries of 
idlcnefs, if you knew how often I have recoUefted 
my engagement, and contented myfelf to delay the 
performance for fome reafon which I durft not ex« 
amine becaufe I knew it to . be falfe ; how often I 
have fet down to wrke, amd rejoiced at interrupt 
tion 5 and how often I have praifed the dignity of 
refolution, determined at night to write in the morn- 
ing, and referred it in the morning to the quiet 
hours of night. 

I have at laft begun what I have long wiflied at 
an end, and find it mpre eafy than I expefted to 
continue my narration. 

Our affembly could boaft no fuch conftcllation 
of intellefts as Clarendon's band of affociates. Wc 
had among us no Selden, Falkland, or Waller ; but 
we had men not lefs important in their own eyes, 
though lefs diftinguilhed by the publick; and many 
a time have we lamented the partiality of mankind, 
and agreed that men of the deepeft enquiry fome- 
times let their difcoveries die away in filence, that 

the 
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the moft comprehenfive obfervers have feldom op- 
portunities of imparting their remarks^ and that 
modeft merit pafTes in the crowd unknown and un- 
heeded. 

One of the greateft men of the fociety was Sim 
Scruple, who lives in a continual equipoife of 
doubt, and is a condant enemy to confidence and 
dogmatifm. Sim^s favourite topick of converfarion 
is the narrownefs of the human mind, the falla- 
cioufnefs of our fenfes, the prevalence of early pre- 
judice, and the uncertainty of appearances. Sim 
has many doubts about the nature of death, and is 
fometimes inclined to believe that fenfatibn may 
furvive motion, and that a dead man may feci 
though he cannot fiir. He has fometimes hinted 
that man might perhaps have been naturally a qua- 
druped ; and thinks it would be very proper, that at 
the Foundling Hofpital fome children fhould be in- 
clofed in an apartment in which the nurfes Ihould 
be obliged to walk half upon four and half upon 
two, that the younglings, being bred without the 
prejudice of example, might havp no other guide 
than nature, and might at laft come forth into the 
world as genius Ihould direft, ere£t or prone, on two 
legs or on four. 

The next in dignity of mien and fluency of talk 
was Dick Wormwood, whofe fole delight is to 
find every thing wrong. Did never enters a room 
but he fhcws that the door and the chimney are ill- 
placed. He never walks into the fields but he finds 
ground ploughed which is fitter for pafture. He is 
always an enemy to the prefent faftiion. He holds 
that all the beauty and virtue of women will foon 

be 
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be deftroyed by the ufe of tea. He triumphs when 
he talks on the prefent fyftem of education, and 
tell us with great vehemence, that we are learning 
words when we fhould learn things. He is of opi-? 
nion that we fuck-in errors at the nurfe's breaft, 
and thinks it extremely ridiculous that children 
ihould be taught to ufe the right hand rather than 
the left. 

Bob Sturdy confiders it as & point of honoui? 
to fay again what he has once faid, and wonders 
how. any man that has been known to alter his opi- 
nion, can look his neighbours in the face. Sob Is 
the moft formidable difputant of the whole com^* 
pany ; for without troubling himfelf to fearch for 
reafon^, he tires his antagonift with repeated afl&rma- 
tions. When £ob has beeh attatlccd for an houi* 
with all the powers of eloquence and reafon, and 
his pofition appears to all but himfelf utterly un- 
tenable, he always clofes the debate with his firft 
declaration, introduced by a flout preface of con- 
temptuous civility. *• All this is very judicious; 
** you may talk, Sir, as you pleafe; but I will (till 
** fay what I faid at firft." Bob deals much in uni- 
verfals, which he has now obliged us to let pafs 
without exceptions. He lives on an annuity, and 
holds that there are as many thieves as traders ; he is 
of loyalty unlhaken, and always maintains, that he 
wljofees a Jacobite fees a rafcaU 

Phil Gentle is an enemy to the rudenefs of 
contradi(flion and the turbulence of debate. T?hil 
has no notions of his own, and therefore willingly 
cstches from the laft fpeaker fuch as he fhall drop. 
This inflexibility of ionorance is eafily accommo- 

Vol. VII. Z dated 
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dated to any tenet; his only dtf&culty is^ when the 
difputants grow zealous^ hoiv to be of two contrary 
opinions at once. If no appeal is made to his 
judgement, be has the art of diftributing his atten- 
tion and his fmiles in fuch a manner^ that each 
thinks him o( his own party; but if he is obliged' 
to fpeak^ he then obferves that the queftion is dif- 
ficult; that he never received fo much pleafurc from 
a debate before ; that neither of the controvertifts 
could have found his match in any other company; 
that Mr. Wormwood's affertion is very well fupport- 
ed, and yet there is great force in what Mr. Senile 
advanced againft it. By this indefinite declaration 
both are commonly fatisfied; for he that has pre- 
vailed is in good humour; and he that has felt his 
own weaknefs is very glad to have efcaped fo welL 

I am, SIR, yours, &c. 

Robin Spilitely. 
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Numb. 84. SATuftDAV, Kovemher 24, 1759^ 

BIOGRAPHY is, of the various kinds of naf* 
rative writing, that which is moft eagerly read, 
and moft eafily applied to the purpofes of life. 

In romances, When the wild field of poflibility 
lies open to invention, the incidents may eafily be 
made more numerous, the viciffitudes more fudden, 
and the events more wonderful; but from the time 
of life when fancy begins to be over-ruled by rea- 
fon and correfted by experience^ the moft artful tale 
raifes little curiofity when it is known to be falfe; 
though it may, perhaps, be fometimes read as a 
model of a neat or elegant ftyle, not for the fake of 
knowing what it contains, but how it is written; or 
thofe that are weary of themfelves, may have re- 
courfe to it as a pleafing dream, of which, when 
they awake, they voluntarily difmifs the images from 
their minds. 

The examples and events of hiftory prefs, indeed, 
upon the mind with the weight of truth •, but when 
they are rej^ofited in the memory, they are oftener 
employed for Ihew than ufe, and rather diverfify 
converfation than regulate life. Few are engaged 
in fuch fcenes as give them opportunities of grow- 
ing wifer by the downfal of ftatcfmen or the defeat 
of generals. The ftratagems of war, and the in* 
trigues of courts, are read by far the greater part of 
mankind with the fame indifference as the adven- 
tures of fabled heroes, or the revolutions of a fairy 

2/ 2 region. 
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region. Between falfehood and ufelefs truth there 
is little difference. As gold which he cannot fpend 
will make no naan rich, fo knovyledge which he can- 
not apply will make no man wife. 

The mifchicvous confequenccs of vice and folly, 
of irregular defires and predominant paffions, are 
bcft difcovered by thofc relations which are levelled 
t^Fith the general furface of life, which tell not how 
toy man became great, but how he was made hap- 
py; not how he loft the favour of his prince, but 
how he became difcontehted with himfelf. 

Thofe relations are therefore commonly of moft 
value in which the writer tells his own ftory. He 
that recounts the life of another, commonly dwelb 
moft upon confpicuous events, leflens the fami- 
liarity of his tale to increafe its dignity, ihews his 
favourite at a diftance, decorated and magnified 
like the ancient adtors in their tragick drefs, and 
endeavours to hide the man that he may produce a 
hero. 

But if it be true, which was faid by a French 
prince. That no man was a hero to the fervants of his 
ihamber^ it is equally true, that evdry man is yet 
lefs a hero to himfelf. He that is moft elevated 
above the crowd by the importance of his employ- 
ments, or the reputation of his genius, feels himfelf 
affcfted by fame or bufinefs but as they influence 
his domeftick life. The high and low, as they have 
the fame faculties and the lame fcnfes, have no lefs 
fimilitude in their pains and pleafure^. The fenfa- 
tions are the fame in all, though produced by very 
different occafions. The prince feels the fame pain 
when an invader feizes a province, as the farmer 

when 
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when a thief drives away his cow. Men thus equal 
in themfcjves will appear equal in honeft and im- 
partial biography; and thofe whom fortune or na- 
ture place at the greateft diftance may afford inftruc* 
tion to each other. 

The writer of his own life has at leaft the firft 
qualification of an hiftorian, the knowledge of the 
truth; and though it may be plaufibly objedcd that 
his temptations to difguifc it are equal to his op- 
portunities of knowing it, yet I cannot but think 
that impartiality may be expeded with equal con- 
fidence from him that relates the paffages of his 
own life, as from him that delivers the tranfadions 
of another. 

Certainty of knowledge not only excludes mis- 
take, but fortifies veracity. What we coUeQ: by 
conjedture, and by conjedure only can one maa 
judge of another's motives or fentiments, is eafiljr 
modified by fancy or by define ; as objecfls imper- 
fedtly difcerned take forms from the hope or fear of 
the beholder. But that which is fully known can- 
not be falfified but with reluctance of underfland- 
ing, and alarm of confcience: of underftanding, 
the lover of truth; of confcience, the fentinel of 
virtue. 

He that writes the life of another is either his 
friend or his enemy, and wiihes either to exalt his 
praife or aggravate his infamy ; many temptations 
to falfehood will occur in the difguife of paflions, 
too fpecious to fear much refiftance. Love of 
virtue will animate panegyrick, and hatred of 
wickednefs imbitter cenfure. The zeal of grati- 

Z 3 tude, 
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tudc, the ardour of patriotiftn, fondncfs for an 
opinion, or fidelity to a party, may cafily over- 
power the vigilance of a mind habitually well 
difpofed^ and prevail over unaffilled and unfriended 
veracity. 

But he that fpeaks of himfelf has no motive to 
falfehood or partiality except fclf-love, by which 
all have fo often been betrayed, that all are on the 
watch againft its artifices. He that writes an apo- 
logy for a fingle adion, to confute an accufation, to 
recommend himfelf to favour, is indeed always to be 
fufpedted of favouring his own caufe ; but he that 
fits down calmly and voluntarily to review his life 
for the admonition of pofterity, or to amufe himfelf, 
and leaves this account unpublifhed, may be com* 
monly prefumed to tell truth, fince falfehood cannot 
appeafe his own mind^ and fame .will not be heard 
beneath the tomb. 
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Numb. 85. Saturday, December i, 1759. 

ONE of the peculiarities which diftinguilh the 
prefent age is the multiplication of books. 
Every day brings new advertifements of literary 
undertakings, and we are flattered with repeated 
promifes of growing wife on eafier terms than our 
progenitors. 

How much either happinefs or knowledge is ad* 
vanced by this multitude of authors, it is not very 
cafy to decide. 

He that teaches us any thing which we knew not 
before, is undoubtedly to be reverenced as a mafter. 

He that conveys knowledge by more pleafing ways, 
may very properly be loved as a benefaftor ; and he 
that fupplies life with innocent amufement, will be 
certainly carefled as a pleafing companion. 

But few of thofe who fill the world with books, 
have any pretenfions to the hope either of pleafing 
or inftrufting. They have often qp other tafk than 
to lay two books before them, out of which they 
compile a third, without any new materials of their 
own, and with very little application of judgement 
to thofe which former authors have fupplied. 

That all compilations are ufelefs I do not aflert 
Particles of fcience are often very widely fcattered. 
Writers of extenfive comprehenfion have incidental 
remarks upon topicks very remote from the prin- 
cipal fubjed, which are often more valuable than 

Z 4 formal. 
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formal trcatifes, and which yet arc not known be- 
caufc they are not promifed in the title. He that 
colleds thofe under proper heads is very laudably 
employed, for though he exerts no great abilities in 
the work, he facilitates the progrefs of others, and 
by making that eafy of attainment which is already 
t^rritten, may give fome mind, flK)re vigorous or more 
adventurous than his own, leifure for new thoughts 
and original defigrts. 

But the coUeftions poured lately from the prefi 
have been feldom made at any great expencc of time 
or inquiry, and therefore only ferve to diilraft choice 
without fupplying any real want. 

It is obferved that a corrupt fociety has many laws; 
I know not whether it is not equally true, that an 
ignorant age has many books. When the treafures of 
ancient knowledge lie unexamined, and original 
authors are negledted and forgotten, compilers and 
plagiaries are encouraged, who give us again what 
we had before, and grow great by fctting before us 
what our own lloth had hidden from our view. 

Yet are not even thefe writers to be indifcrimi- 
nately ccnfurcd and rejeded. Truth like beauty 
varies its falhidns, and is bed recommended by dif- 
ferent dreffes to different minds ; and he that recalls 
the attention of mankind to any part of learning 
which time has left behind it, may be truly faid to 
advance the literature of his own age. As the 
manners of nations vary, new topitks of perfua- 
fion become neceffary, and new combinations of 
imagery are produced ; and he that can accommo- 
date himfelf to the reigning taflc, may always have 

readers 
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readers who peihaps would not have lo6ked upon 
better performances. 

To exad of every man who writes that he fliould 
fay (bitiething new, would be to reduce authors to 
a (mall number ; to oblige the moil fertile genius 
to fay only what is new, would be to contrad his 
volumes to a few pages. Yet, furely, there ought 
to be fome bounds to repetition ; libraries ought no 
more to be heaped for ever with the fame thoughts 
ditierently expreffed, than with the fame books dif- 
ferently decorated. 

The good or evil which thefe fecondary writers 
produce is fcldom of any long duration. As they 
owe their exillence to change of fafhion, they com- 
monly difappear when a new fafhion becomes pre- 
valent. The authors that in any nation laft from 
age to age are very few, becaufe there are very few 
that have any other claim to notice than that they 
catch hold on prefent curiofity, and gratify fome 
accidental defire, or produce fome temporary con* 
veni^ncy. 

But however the writers of the day may defpair 
of future fame, they ought at leafl: to forbear any 
prefent mifchief. Though they cannot arrive at 
eminent heights of excellence, they might keep 
themfelves harmlefs. They might take care to in- 
form themfelves before they attempt to inform 
others, and exert the little influence which they have 
for honeft purpofes. 

But fuch is the prefent ftate of our literature, 
that the ancient fage, who thought a great book a 
great eviU would now think the multitude of books 

a multi- 
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a multitude of evils. He would confider a bulky 
writer who cngroffed a year, and a fwarm of pam- 
phleteers who dole each an hour, as equal wafters of 
human life, and would make no other difference be- 
tween tbem^ than between a beaft of prey, and a 
flight of locufts. 



Numb. 86. Saturday, ^uguft ii^ ^759- 

ro the IDLE R. 

SIR, 

I AM a young lady newly married to a young 
gentleman. Our fortune is large, our minds 
are vacant, our difpofitions gay, our acquaintances 
numerous, and our relations fplendid. We confi- 
dered that marriage, like life, has its youth ; that 
the firft year is the year of gaiety and revel, and 
refolved to fee the fhews and feel the joys of 
London before the increafe of our family (hould 
confine us to domeftick cares and domeftick plea- 
fures. 

Little time was fpent in preparation ; the coach 
was harneffed, and a few days brought us to London^ 
and we alighted at a lodging provided for us by 
Mifs Biddy Trifle^ a maiden niece of my hufband's 
father, where we found apartments on a fccond floor, 
which my coufin told us would ferve us till we 

could 
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cduld pleafc ourfclvcs with a more commodious and 
elegant habitation^ and which ihe had taken at a 
very high price, becaufe it was not worth the while 
to make a hard bargain for fo Ihort a time. 

Here I intended to lie concealed till my new 
clothes were made, and^ my new lodging hired ; but 
Mifs Trifle had fo induftrioufly given notice of our 
arrival to all her acquaintance, that I had the morti* 
fication next day of feeing the door thronged with 
painted coaches and chairs with coronets, and was 
obliged to receive all my hufband's relations on a 
fecond floor. 

Inconveniences are often balanced by fome ad- 
vantage : the elevation of my apartments furniflied 
a fubjedl for converfation, which, without fome fuch 
help, we fliould have been in danger of wanting. 
Lady Stately told us how many years had paffed 
fmce Ihe climbed fo many fteps. Mifs Airy ran to 
the window, and thought it charming to fee the 
walkers fo little in the ftreet; and Mifs Gentle went 
to try the fame experiment, and fcreamed to find 
herfelf fo far above the ground. 

They all knew that we intended to remove, and 
therefore all gave me advice about a proper choice. 
One ftreet was recommended for the purity of its air, 
another for its freedom from noife, another for its 
nearnefs to the park, another becaufe there was but 
a ftep from it td all places of diverfion, and another, 
tecaufe its inhalbitants enjoyed at once the town and 
country. 

I had civility enough to hear every recommenda- 

tion with a look of curiofity while it was made, and 

of acquiefcence when it was concluded, but in my 

I heart 
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beart felt no other defire than to be free from the 
difgrace of a fecond fioor^ and cared little where I 
^ould fix, if the apartments were fpacious and 
iplendid. 

Next day a chariot was hired, and Mifs ^'rifle was 
difpatched to find a lodging. She returned in the 
afternoon^ with an account of a charmiijig placcj to 
which my hu{band went in the morning to make the 
contrad:. Being young and unexperienced, he took 
with him his friend Ned S^uick, 9l gentleman of great 
ikill in rooms and furniture, who fees, at a fingle 
glance, whatever there is to be commended or cen« 
lured. Mr. ^ick^ at the fir ft view of the houfe, 
declared that it could not be inhabited^ for the fun 
in the afternoon ihone with full glare on the windows 
of the dining-room. 

Mifs Trifle went out again, and foon difcovered 
another lodging, which Mr. ^ick went to furvey, 
and found, that, whenever the wind fliould blow 
from the eaft, all the fmoke of the city would be 
driven upon it. 

A magnificent fet of rooms was then found in 
one of the ftreets near (Vcftminfter-Brid^ey which Mifs 
Trifle preferred to any which Ihe had yet feen ; but 
Mr. ^ick^ having mufed upon it for a time, con- 
cluded that it would be too much expofed in the 
morning to the fogs that rife from the river. 

Thus Mr. Slnick proceeded to give .us every day 
new teftimonles of his tafte and circumfpcdtion ; 
fometimes the ftreet was too narrow for a double 
range of coaches; fometimes it was an obfcure place, 
,not inhabited by perfons of quality. Some places 
were dirty, and fome crowded ^ in fome houfes the 
2 furniture 



N*86. T H E I D L E R. 34^ 

furniture was ill-fuited, and in others the ftairs were 
too narrow. He had fuch fertility of objediions that 
Mifs Trifle was at laft tired, and defifted from all at- 
tempt^ for our accommodation. 

In the mean time I have ftill continued to fee my 
company on a fecond floor, and am aiked twenty 
times a day when 1 am to leave thofe odious lodg^ 
ings, in which 1 live tumult uoufly without pleafure, 
and expenfively without honour. My hufband 
thinks fo highly of Mr. ^ick^ that he cannot be 
perfuaded to remove without his approbation ; and 
Mr. ^ick thinks his reputation raifed by the 
multiplication of difficulties. 

In this diftrefs to whom can I have recourfe ? I 
fend my temper vitiated by daily difappointment, by 
the fight of pleafures which I cannot partake, and 
the pofleffion of riches which I cannot enjoy. Dear 
Mr. Idler^ inform my hulband that he is trifling 
away, in fuperfluous Vexation, the few months 
which cuftom has appropriated to delight; that ma- 
trimonial quarrels are not eafily reconciled between 
thpfe that have no children ; that wherever we fettle 
he muft always find fome inconvenience ; but no- 
thing is fo much to be avoided as a perpetual flate 
of enquiry and fufpence. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

Peggy Heartless. 
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Numb. %j. Saturday, December 15, 1759. 

OF what we know no^, we can only judge by 
what we know. Every novelty appears more 
wonderful as it is more remote from any thing with 
which experience or teftimony have hithetto ac- 
quainted us ; and if it pafles further beyond the no* 
tions that we have been accuftomed to form, it be- 
comes at laft incredible. 

We feldoni conlider that human knowledge is very 
narrow, that national manners are formed by chance, 
that uncommon conjundtures of caufcs produce rare 
effefts, or that what is impoflible at one time of 
place may yet happen in another. It is always 
cafier to deny than to enquire. To refufe credit 
confers for a moment an appearance of fuperiority, 
which every little mind is tempted to aflume when 
it may be gained fo cheaply as by withdrawing at- 
tention from evidence, and declining the fatigue of 
comparing probabilities. The moft pertinacious 
and vehement demonftrator may be wearied in time 
by continual negation ; and incredulity, which 
an old poet, in his addrefs to Raleigby calls the wit 
of fools y obtiiiids the argument which it cannot 
anfwer, as woolfacks deaden arrows though they can- 
not repel them. 

Many relations of travellers have been flighted as 
fabulous, till more frequent voyages have confirmed 
their veracity; and it may reafonably be imagined, 

that 
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that many ancient hiflorians are unjuftly fiifpeded 
of falfehood, becaufe our own times afford nothing 
that refembles what they tell. 

Had only the writers of antiquity informed us 
that there was once a nation in which the wife lay 
down upon the burning pile only to mix her aihes 
with thofe of her hufband, we ihould have thought 
it a tale to be told with that of Endymion's commerce 
with the Moon. Had only a iingte traveller related 
that many nations of the earth were blacky we ihould 
have thought the accounts of the Negroes and of the 
Phenix equally credible. But of black men the 
numbers are too great who are now repining under 
EngUJb cruelty, and the cuftom of voluntary crema- 
tion is not yet loft among the ladies of India. 

Few narratives will either to men or women ap- 
pear more incredible than the hiftories of the 
Amazons ; of female nations of whofe conftitution it 
was the eiTential and fundamental law, to exclude 
men from all participation cither of publick affairs 
or domcftick bufinefs; where female armies marched 
under female captains, female farmers gathered the 
harveft, female partners danced together^ and female 
wits diverted one another. 

Yet feveral ages of antiquity have tranfmltted ac* 
counts of the Amazons of Caucafus\ and of the 
Amazons of America^ who have given their name to 
their greateft river in the world. Condamine lately 
found fuch memorials, as can be expected among er^* 
ratick and unlettered nations, where events are re« 
corded only by tradition, and new fwarms fettling 
in the country from time to time^ confufe and efface 
all traces of former times. 

To 
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To die with hufimnds, or to live without them, 
are the two extremes which the prudence and mo- 
deration of European ladies have^ in all ages, equal* 
ly declined ; they have never been allured to death 
by the kindnefs or civility of the politeft nations; 
nor has the roughnefs and brutality of more favage 
countries ever provoked them to doom their male 
aflbciates to irrevocable baniihment. The Boheman 
matrons are faid to have made one Ihort fbruggk 
for fuperiority, but inftead of banifhing the men 
they contented themfelves with condemning them to 
fervile offices ; and their conftitution thus left im« 
perfed, was quickly overthrown. 

There is^ I think> no clafs of EngUJb women 
from whom we are in any danger of Amozonimi 
ufurpation. The old maids feem nearefl: to inde- 
pendence, and moft likely to be animaitcd by re- 
venge againd mafculine authority ; they often fpeak 
of men with acrimonious vehemence, but it is fel- 
dom found that they have any fettled hatred againft 
them, and it is yet more rarely obfervcd that they 
have any kindnefs for each other. They will not 
eafily combine in any plot; and if they fliould 
ever agree to retire and fortify themfelves in 
caftles or in mountains, the fentinel will betray the 
paffes in fpite, and the garrifon will capitulate upon 
eafy terms, if the befiegers have handfome fword- 
knots, and are well fupplied with fringe and 
lace. 

The gamcfters, if they were united, would make 
a fprmidable body ; and Cnce they confider men only 
as beings that are to lofe therr money^ they might 

live 
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live together without any wifli for the officioufnefs 
of gallantry or the delights of diverfified converfa- 
tion. But as nothing would hold them together 
but the hope of plundering one another, their 
government would fail from the defedt of its prin- 
ciples, the men would need only to negledt them, 
and they would perifh in a few weeks by a civil 
war. 

I do not mean to ccnfure the ladies of England as 
dcfedivc in knowledge or in fpirit, when I fuppofe 
them unlikely to revive the military honours of their 
fex. The character of the ancient Amazons was 
rather terrible than lovely ; the hand could not be 
very delicate that was only employed in drawing the 
bow and brandifhing the battle axe ; their power 
was maintained by cruelty, their courage was de- 
iormcA by ferocity, and their example only fliews 
tba^t men and women live bell together* 
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Numb. 88. Saturday, December 22, 1759* 



WHEN the philofophers of the laft age were 
. firft congregated into the Royal Society, great 
cxpedations were raifed of the fudden progrefs of 
ufeful arts ; the time was fuppofed to be near, when 
engines fliould turn by a perpetual motion, and 
health be fecured by the univerfal medicine ; when 
learning ihould be facilitated by a real charader, 
and commerce extended by ihips which could teach 
their ports in defiance of the tempeft. 

But improvement is naturally flow. The Society 
met and parted without any vifible diminution of 
the miferies of life. The gout and ftone were ftill 
painful, the ground that was not plowed brought no 
harveft, and neither oranges nor grapes would grow 
upon the hawthorn. At laflf, thofe who were difap- 
pointed began to be angry ; thofe likewifc who 
hated innovation were glad to gain an opportunity of 
ridiculing men who had depreciated, perhaps with 
too much arrogance, the knowledge of antiquity. 
And it appears from fome of their earlieft apologies, 
that the philofophers felt with great fenfibility the 
unwelcome importunities of thofe who were daily 
afking, " What have ye done ?** 

The truth is, that little had been done compared 
with what fame had been fufFered to promife ; and 
the queftion could only be anfwered by general apo- 
logies and by new hopes, which, when they were 

fruftrated^ 
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fruftratcd, gave a new occafion to the fame vexatious 
enquiry. 

This fatal queftidti has difturbed the quiet of many 
other minds. He that in the latter part of his life 
too ftridly enquires what he has done, can very 
feldom receive from his own heart fuch an account 
as will give him fatisfadion. 

We do not indeed fo ofteti difappoint others as 
ourfelves. We not only think more highly than 
others of our own abilities, but allow ourfelves to 
form hopes which we never communicate, and pleafe 
cur thoughts with employments which none ever 
will allot us, and with elevations to which we are 
never expedted to rife j and when our days and years 
have pafled away in common bufinefs or common 
amufementsj and we find at laft that we have fuffered 
our purpofes to deep till the time of aftion is paft, 
we are reproached only by our own reflections ; nei- 
ther our friends nor our enemies wonder that we 
live and die like the reft of mankind ; that we live 
without notice, and die without memorial ; they 
know not what tafk we had propofed, and therefore 
cannot difcern whether it is finifhed* 

He that compares what he has done with what he 
has left undone, will feel the effeft Which muft aU 
ways follow the comparifoii of imagination with 
reality ; he will look with contempt on his own un- 
importance, and wonder to what purpofe he came 
into the world ; he will repine that hp Ihall leave 
behind him no evidence of his having been, that he 
has added nothing to the fyftem of life, but has 
glided from youth to age among the crowd> ^yithout 
any effort for diftindtion. 

A a 2 Man .. 
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Man is feldom willing to let fall the opinion of 
his own dignity, or to believe that be docs little only 
becaufe every individual is a very little being. He 
is better content to want diligence than power, and 
fooner confefles the depravity of bis will than the im- 
becillity of his nature. 

From this miftaken notion of human greatnefs it 
proceeds, that many who pretend to have made 
great advances in wifdom fo loudly declare that they 
defpife themfelves. If I had ever found any of the 
felf-contemners much irritated or pained by the con- 
fcioufnefs of their meannefs, I Ihould have given 
them confolation by obferving, that a little more 
than nothing is as much as can be expeAed from a 
being, who with refped to the multitudes about him 
is himfelf little more than nothing. Evpry man is 
obliged by the Supreme Mailer of the univerfe to 
improve all the opportunities of good which arc 
afforded him, and to keep in continual a&ivity fuch 
abilities as are beflowed upon him. But he has no 
reafon to repine, though his abilities are fmalFand 
his opportunities few. He that has improved the 
virtue, or advanced the happinefs of one fellow-crea- 
ture, he that has afcertained a fingle moral propofi* 
lion, or added one ufeful experiment to natural 
knowledge, may be contented with his own perform- 
ance, and, with refpedt to mortals like himfelf, may 
demand, like Augujfus, to be difmiffed at his dc« 
parture with applaufc. 
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Numb. 89, Saturday, December 29, 1759. 

'Ayi;^ j^ aVf^v* EpiCT. 

HOW evil came into the world; for what 
reafon it is that life is overfpread with fuch 
boundlefs varieties of mifery ; why the only thinking 
being of this globe is doomed to think merely to be 
wretched, and to pafs his time from youth to age in 
fearing or in fufferlng calamities, is a queftion which 
philofophers have long aiked, and which philofophy 
could never anfwer. 

Religion informs us fhat mifery and fin were 
produced together. The depravation of hum4n wil^ 
Was followed by a diforder of the harmony of na- 
ture ; and by that providence which often places 
antidotes in the neighbourhood of poifons, vice was 
checked by mifery, left it Ihould fwell to univerfal 
and unlimited dominion. 

A ftate of innocence and happinefs is fo remote 
from all that we have ever feeo, that though we 
can eafily conceive it poffiblc, and may therefore 
hope to attain it, yet our fpeculations upon it muft 
be general and confufed. We can difcover that 
where there is univerfal innocence, there will pro- 
bably be univerfal happinefs ; for why (hould af- 
flidions be permitted to infeft beings who are not 
in danger of corruption from bleffings, and where 
there is no ufe of terrour nor caufe of puniihment? 

A a 3 But 
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But in a world like ours^ where our fenfes alfault us, 
and our hearts betray us, we ihould pafs on froni 
crime to crime, heedlefs and reqiorfelefs, if mifery 
did not {land in our way, and our own pains ad- 
moniih us of our folly. 

Aimoft all the moral good which is left among us, 
is the apparent effedt of phyfical evil. 

Goodnefs is divided by divines into fobernefs, 
righteoufnefs, and godlinefs. Let it be examined 
how each of thefe duties would be pradifed if there 
were no phyfical evil to enforce it. 

Sobriety, or temperance, is nothing but the for- 
bearance of pleafure; and if pleafure w^s not followed 
by pain, who would forbear it ? We fee every hour 
thofe in whom the defire of prefent indulgence over- 
powers all fenfe of paft and all forefight of future 
mifery. In a remiffion of the gout, the drunkard re-r 
turns to his wine, and the glutton to his feaft; and 
if neither difeafe nor poverty were felt or dreaded, 
every one would fink down in idle fenfuality, with- 
out any care of others, or of himfelf. To eat and 
drink, and lie down to lleep, would be the whole 
bufinefs of mankind. 

Righteoufnefs, or the fyftem of focial duty, may 
be fubdivided into juftice and charity. Of juftice 
one of the Heathen fages has fliewn, with great 
acurenefs, that it was imprefled upon mankind 
only by the inconveniences which injuftice had pro- 
duced. ** In the firft ages," fays he, " men aded 
^* without any rule but the impulfe of defire ; they 
** pradifed injuftice upon others, and fuffered it 
** from others in their turn ; but in time it wa3 
*.^ difcovered, that the pain of fuffering wrong was 

^' greater 
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*^ greater. than the pleafure of doing it; and man- 
** kind, by a general compadl, fubmitted to the re- 
*' ftraint of laws, and refigned the pleafure to efcapc 
** the pain/* 

Of charity it is fuperfluous to obferve, that it 
could have no place if there were no want ; for of a 
virtue which could not be praftifed, the omiflion 
could not be culpable. Evil is not only the occa- 
fional but the efficient caufe of charity ; we are in- 
cited to the relief of mifcry by the conlcioufnefs that 
we have the fame nature with the fufFerer, that we 
are in danger of the fame diftrefles, and may fome- 
times implore the fame affiftance. 

Godlinefs, or piety, is elevation of the mind to- 
wards the Supreme Being, and extenfion of the 
thoughts of another life. The other life is future, 
and the Supreme Being is invifible. None would 
have recourfe to an invifible power, but that all 
other fubjedts have eluded their hopes. None would 
fix their attention upon the future, but that they 
are difcontentcd with the prefent. If the fenfes 
were feafted with perpetual pleafure, they would 
always keep the mind in fubjcdion. Reafon has no 
authority over us, but by its power to warn us 
againft evil. ^ 

In childhood, while our minds are yet unoccupied, 
religion is imprcffed upon them, and the firft years 
of almoft all who have been well educated are 
paffed in a regular difcharge of the duties of piety. 
Bat as we advance forward into the crowds of life, 
innumerable delights folicit our inclinations, and 
innumerable cares diftrad: our attention ; the time 
of youth is paffed in noify frolicks ; manhood is led 
A a 4 on 
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on from hope to hope, and from projcdl to projed j 
the diffolutenefs of pleafurc, the inebriation of fuc- 
cefs, the ardour of cxpedtation, and the vehemence 
of competition, chain down the mind alike to the 
prefent fcene, nor is it remembered how foon this 
mift of trifles muft be fcattered, and the bubbles 
that float upon the rivulet of life be loft for ever in 
the gulph of eternity. To this confideration fcarcely 
any man is awakened but by fome prefling and re- 
fifllefs evil. The death of thofe from whom he de- 
rived his pleafures, or to whom he deftined his 
poflefiions, fome difeafe which fliews him the vanity 
of all external acquifitions, or the gloom of age, 
which, intercepts his profpedts of long enjoyment, 
forces him to fix his hopes upon another ftate, and 
when he has contended with the tempefts of life till 
his ftrength fails him, he flies at laft to the flielter of 
religion. 

That mifery does not make all virtuous, expe- 
rience too certainly informs us ; but it is no lefs 
certain thatof what virtue there is, mifery produces 
far the greater part. Phyfical evil may be therefore 
endured with patience, fince it is the caufe of moral 
good ; and patience itfelf is one virtue by which we 
•re prepared for that ftate in which evil fliall be no 
more. 



Numb. 
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Numb. 90. Saturday, January 5, i76o« 



IT is a complaint which has been made from time 
to time, and which feems to have lately become 
more frequent, that Englijb oratory, however for- 
cible in argument, or elegant in expreffion, is defi- 
cient and inefficacious, becaufe our fpeakers want 
the grace and energy of aftion. 

Among the numerous projeflors who are defirous 
to refine our manners, and improve our faculties, 
fome are willing to fupply the deficiency of our 
fpeakers. We have had more than one exhortation 
to ftudy the neglefted art of moving the paffions, 
and have been encouraged to believe that our 
tongues, however feeble in themfelves, may, by 
the help of our hands and legs, obtain an un- 
controulable dominion over the moft ftubborn au- 
dience, animate the infcnfible, engage the carelefs, 
force tears from the obdurate, and money from the 
avaricious. 

If by Height of hand, or nimblenefs of foot, alU 
thefe wonders can be performed, he that fhall neg- 
ledt to attain the free ufe of his limbs may be juftly 
cenfured as criminally lazy. But I am afraid that 
no fpecimen of fuch effefts will eafily be (hewn. 
If I could once find a fpeaker in Change- Alley raifing 
the price of flocks by the power of perfuafive 
geftures, I ftiould very zealouily recommend the- 
ftudy of his art; but having never feen any aftioa 

by 
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by which language was much aflifled, I have bcci\ 
hitherto inclined to doubt whether my countrymen 
arc not blamed too haftily for their calm and mo- 
tionlefs utterance. 

Foreigners of many nations accompany their 
fpeech with aftion ; but why fhould their example 
have more influence upon us than ours upon them ? 
Cuftoms are not to be changed but for better. 
Let thofe who defire to reform us Ihew the benefits 
of the change propofed. When the Frenchman 
waves his hands and writhes his body in recounting 
the revolutions of a game at cards, or the Neapo* 
litan^ who tells the hour of the day, fhcws upon his 
fingers the number which he mentions ; I do not 
perceive that their manual exercife is of much ufc, 
or that they leave any image more deeply impreflcd 
by their buftle and vehemence of communication. 

Upon the Englijh ftage there is no want of aftion ; 
but the difficulty of making it at once various and 
proper, and its perpetual tendency to become ridi- 
culous, notwithftanding all the advantages which 
art and (how, and cuflom and prejudice, can give 
it, may prove how little it can be admitted into any 
other place, where it can have no recommendation 
but from truth and nature. 

The ufc of Englijh oratory is only at the bar, in 
the parliament, and in the church. Neither the 
judges of our laws nor the reprefentatives of our 
people would be much affeftcd by laboured gefti- 
culation, or believe any man the more becaul'e he 
rolled his eyes, or puffed his cheeks, or fpread 
abroad his arms, or damped the ground, or thumped 
\{\% breaft, or turned his eyes fometimes to the 

cicling 
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cieling and fometimes to the floor. Upon men 
intent only upon truth, the arm of an orator has 
iittle power ; a credible teftimony, or a cogent ar- 
gument, will overcome all the art of modulation^ 
and all the violence of contortion. 

It is well known that, in the city which may be 
called the parent of oratory, all the arts of mecha- 
nical perfuafion were banilhed from the court of fu- 
preme judicature. The judges of the Areopagus 
confidered adtion and vociferation as a foolilh ap- 
peal to the external fenfe«, and unworthy to be 
pradifed before thofe who had no defire of idle 
^mufement, ^nd whofe only pleafure was to difcover 
right. 

Whether aftion may not be yet of ufe in churches, 
where the preacher addrefles a mingled audience, 
piay deferve enquiry. It is certain that the fenfes 
are more powerful as the reafon is weaker; and 
that he whofe ears convey little to his mind, may 
fometimes liftcn with his eyes till truth may gra- 
dually take poiTeflion of his heart. If there be 
any ufe of gefticulation, it muft be applied to the 
ignorant and rude, who will be more afFedted by 
vehemence than delighted by propriety. In the 
pulpit little adtion can be proper, for aftion can il- 
Juftrate nothing but that to which it may be re- 
ferred by nature or by cuftoni. He that imitates 
by his hand a motion which h|j defcribes, explains 
it by natural fimilitude ; he that lays his hand on 
\i\s bread, when he exprefles pity, enforces his 
words by a cuftomary illufion. But theology has 
few topic ks to which afliion can be appropriated; 
jhat adtion which is vague and indeterminate will 

4 ^ 
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at ktft fettle into habit, and habitual peculiarities 
are quickly ridiculous. 

It is perhaps the charadter of the Englijh to dc- 
fpife trifles ; and that art may furely be accounted a 
trifle which is at once ufelefs and oftentatious, 
which can feldom be pra^tifcd with propriety, and 
which, as the mind is more cultivated, is lefs pow- 
erful. Yet as all innocent means are to be ufed for 
the propagation of truth, I would not deter thofe 
who are employed in preaching to common con- 
gregations from any practice which they may find 
perfuafive; for, compared with the converfion of 
flnners, propriety and elegance are lefs than uq- 
thing. 



Numb. 91. Saturday, January 12, 1760. 

IT is comoion to overlook what is near, by keep- 
ing the eye fixed upon fomething remote. In 
the fame manner prefent opportunities are neg- 
lected, and attainable good is flighted, by minds 
buficd in extenfive ranges, and intent upon future 
advantages. Life, however fl)ort, is made (till 
ihorter by wafte of time, and its progrefs towards 
bappinefs, though naturally flow, is yet retarded by 
unneceflary labour. . 

The difiiculty of obtaining knowledge is uni- 
verfally confefled. To fix deeply in the mind the 
principles of fclence, to fettle their limitations, and 

deduce 
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♦deduce the long fuccefiion of their confequences ; 
to comprehend the whole compafs of complicated 
fyftems, with all the arguments, objeftions, and 
folutions, and to repofite in the intellectual treafury 
the numberlefs fads, experiments, apophthegms, 
and pofitions, vhich muft (land fingle in the me- 
mory, and of which none has any perceptible con- 
nexion with the reft, is a talk which, though under- 
taken with ardour and purfued with diligence, muft 
at laft be left unfinilhed by the frailty of our 
nature. 

To make the way to learning either lefs fhort ot 
lefs fmooth, is certainly abfurd ; yet this is the ap- 
parent efFeft of the prejudice which feems to pre- 
vail among us in favour of foreign authors, and of 
the contempt of our native literature, which this 
cxcurfive curiofity muft neceffarily produce. Every 
man is more fpeedily inftruded by his own lan- 
guage, than by any other; before we fearch the 
reft of the world for teachers, let us try whether 
we may not fpare our trouble by finding them at 
home. 

The riches of the Englijh language are much 
greater than they are commonly fuppofed. Many 
ufeful and valuable books lie buried in fhops and 
libraries, unknown and unexamined, unlefs fome 
lucky compiler opens them by chance, and finds 
an eafy fpoil of wit and learning. I am far from 
intending to infinuate, that other languages are not 
neceflary to him who afpires to eminence, and 
whofe whole life is devoted to ftudy ; but to him 
who reads only for amufement, or whofe purpofe 1% 
pot to deck himfelf with the honours of literature^ 

but 
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but to be qualified for domeftick ufefulnefs, and fit. 
down content with, fubordmate reputation, we have 
authors fufiicienr to fill up all the vacancies of his 
time, and gratify moft of his wilhes for informa- 
tion. 

Of our poets I need fay little, becaufe they are 
perhaps the only authors to whom their country has 
done juftice. We confider the whole fucceflSon 
from Spenfer to Pope^ as fuperior to any names which 
the continent can boaft ; and therefore the poets of 
other nations, however familiarly they may be fome- 
times mentioned, are very little read, except by 
thofc who defign to borrow their beauties. 

There is, 1 think, not one of the liberal arts 
which may not be competently learned in the Englijb 
language. He that fearches after mathematical 
knowledge may bufy himfelf among his own coun* 
trymen, and will find one or other able to inftruA 
him in every part of thofe abftrufe fciences. He 
that is delighted with experiments, and wilhes to 
know the nature of bodies from certain and vifible 
effects, is happily placed where the mechanical phi- 
lofophy was firft eftablilhed by a publick inftitu- 
tion, and from which it was fpread to all other 
countries. 

The more airy and elegant ftudies of philology 
and criticifm have little need of any foreign help. 
Though oi}r language, not being very analogical, 
gives few opportunities for grammatical refearches, 
yet we have not wanted authors who have confidered 
the principles of fpeech; and with critical writ- 
ings we abound fufEciently to enable pedantry 
to impofc rules which, can feldom be obferved, 

and 
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^tid vanity to talk of books which are feldotn 
read. 

But our own language has^ from the Reformation 
to the prefent time, been chiefly dignified and 
adorned by the works of our divines, who, confi- 
dered as commentators, controvertifts, or preachers, 
have undoubtedly left all other nations far behind 
them. No vulgar language can boaft fuch trea- 
fures of theological knowledge, or fuch multitudes 
of authors at once learned, elegant, and pious. 
Other countries and other communions have authors 
perhaps equal in abilities and diligence to ours; 
but if we unite number with excellence, there is cer- 
tainly no nation which mud not allow us to be fu- 
perior. Of morality little is necefTary to be faid, 
becaufe it is comprehended in practical divinity, 
and is perhaps better taught in Englijh fermons than 
in any other books ancient and modern. Nor fliall I 
idwell on our excellence in metaphyfical fpeculations, 
becaufe he that reads the works of our divines will 
cafily difcover how far human fubtilty has been able 
jto penetrate. 

Political knowledge is forced upon us by the 
form of our conftitution ; and all the myfteries of go- 
vernment are difcovered in the attack or defence of 
every minifter. The original law of fociety, the 
rights of fubjedts, and the prerogatives of kings, 
have been confidercd with the utmoft nicety, fome- 
times profoundly inveftigated, and fometimes fami- 
liarly explained. 

Thus copioufly inftrudlive is the Englijh lan- 
guage ; and thus needlefs is all recourfe to foreign 

writer^. 
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writers. Let us not therefore make our neighbours 
proud by foliciting help which we do not want, nor 
difcourage our own induftry by difficulties which wc 
need not fuffer. 



Numb. 92. Saturday, January 19, 1760. 

WHATEVER is ufeful or honourable will be 
defired by many who never can obtain it; 
and that which cannot be obtained when it is de- 
fired, artifice or folly will be diligent to counterfeit. 
Thofe to whom fortune has denied gold and dia- 
monds decorate themfelves with (tones and metals, 
which have fomething of the fhow, but little of the 
value; and every moral excellence or intelledlual 
faculty has fome vice or folly which imitates its ap» 
pearance. 

Every man wilhes to be wife, and they who can- 
not be wife are almoft always cunning. The left 
is the real difcernment of thofe whom bufinefs or 
converfation brings together, the more illufions arc 
pradtifed, nor is caution ever fo neceflary as with af- 
fociates or opponents of feeble minds. 

Cunning differs from wifdom as twilight from 
open day. He that walks in the funihine goes 
boldly forward by the nearcft way ; he fees that 
where the path is ftreight and even he may proceed 
in fecurity, and where it is rough and crooked he 
cafily complies with the turns, and avoids the ob* 
X flrudioos* 
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ftrudtions. But the traveller in the dufk fears more 
as he fees lefs ; he knows there may be danger, and 
therefore fufpefts that he is never fafe, tries every 
ftep before he fixes his foot, and ihrinks at every 
noife left violence fhould approach him. Wifdom 
comprehends at once the end and the means, efti- 
mates eafinefs or difficulty, and is cautious or con- 
fident in due proportion. Cunning difcovers little 
at a time, and has no other means of certainty 
than multiplication of ftratagems and fuperfiuity of 
fufpicion. The man of cunning always confiders 
that he can never be too fafe, and therefore always 
keeps himfelf enveloped in a mift, impenetrable, as 
he hopes, to the eye of rivalry or curiofity. 

Upon this principle, Tom Double has formed a 
habit of eluding the moft harmlefs queftion. What 
he has no inclination to anfwer, he pretends fome- 
times not to hear, and endeavours to divert the en- 
quirer's attention by fome other fubjeft ; but if he 
be preffed hard by repeated interrogation, he al- 
ways evades a direft 'reply. Afk him whom he 
likes beft on the ftage ; he is ready to tell that there 
are feveral excellent performers. Enquire when he 
was laft at the coffee-houfe ; he replies, that the 
weather has been bad lately, Defire him to tell the 
age of any of his acquaintance; he immediately men- 
tions another who is older or younger. 

Will Puzzle values himfelf upon a long reach. 
He forefees every thing before it will happen, 
though he never relates his prognoftications till the 
event is paft. Nothing has come to pafs for thefc 
twenty years of which Mr. Puzzle had* not given 
broad hints, and told at lead that it was not proper 

Vol. VIL B b to 
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to tell. Of thofe predidtions, which every condu- 
fion will equally verify, he always claims the credit, 
and wonders that his frknds dkl not underftand 
them. He fuppofes very truly that much n;i2y be 
known which he knows not, and therefore pretends 
to know much of which he and all mankind are 
equally ignorant. I defired his opinion yefterday 
of the German war, and was told, that if the Pnif- 
fians were well fupported, fomething great may be 
cxpeded •, but that they have very powerful ene- 
mies to encounter ; that the Auftrian general has 
long experience, and the Rujfians are hardy and rc- 
folute; but that no human power iaf invincible. I 
then drew the converfation to our own affairs, and 
invited him to balance the probabilities of war and 
peace. He told me that war requires courage, and 
negotiation judgement, and that the time will come 
when it will be feen whether our fkill in treaty is 
equal to our bravery in battle. To this general 
prattle he will appeal hereafter, and will demand to 
liave his forefight applauded, whoever Ihall at lad be 
conquered or vi&orious. 

With Ned Smuggle all is a fecret. He believes 
himfelf watched by obfervation and malignity on 
every fide, and rejoices in the dexterity by which he 
has efcaped fnares that never were laid. Ned holds 
that a man is never deceived if he never trufts, and 
therefore will not tell the name of his taylor or his 
hatter. He rides out every morning for the air, and 
pleafes himfelf with thinking that nobody knows 
where he has been. When he dines with a friend, he 
never goes, to his houfe the neareft way, but walks 
up a byc-ftreet to perplex the fccnt. When he has 

a coach 
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a coach called, he never tells him at tho^door the 
true place to which he is going, but flops him in 
the way that he may give him diredions where no- 
body can hear him. The price of what he buys or 
fells is always concealed. He often takes lodgings 
in the country by a wrong name, and thinks that the 
world is wondering whisre he can be hid. All thefc 
tranfadlions he regii9:ej:rin a book, which, he fays, 
will fome time or other amaze poflerity« 

It is remarked by Bacon^ that many men try to 
procure reputation only by objedions, of which, if 
they arc once admitted, the nullity never appears, be- 
caufe the defign is laid afide. This falfe feint of 
wifdom, fays he, is the ruin of bufinefs. The whole 
power of cunning is privative; to fay nothing, and 
to do nothing, is the utmofl: of its reach. Yec 
men thus narrow by nature, and mean by art, are 
fometlmes able to rife by the mifcarriages of bravery 
and the opennefs of integrity; and by watching 
failures and fnatching opportunities, obtain advan- 
tages which belong properly to higher charadters» ^ 



Uhi Numb. 
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Numb. 93. Saturday, January 26, 1760. 

SAM SOFTLY was bred a fugar-baker; but 
fucceeding to a confiderable cftate on the deatlv 
of his elder brother, he retired early from bufinefs, 
married a fortune, and fettled in a country houfe 
near Kentijh-town. Sam^ who formerly was a fportf- 
man, and in his apprenticelhip xifed to frequent 
Barnet races, keeps a high chaife, with a brace of 
feafoned geldings. During the fummer months, 
the principal paffion and employment of Sanies life 
is to vifit, in this vehicle, the moft eminent feats of 
the nobility and gentry in different parts of the 
kingdom, with his wife and fome. feledt friend** 
By thefe periodical excurfions Sam gratifies many 
important purpofes. He aflifts the feveral pregnan.- 
cics of his wife; he Ihews his chaife to the beft ad- 
vantage •, he indulges his infatiable curiofity for 
finery, which, fince he has turned gentleman, haS' 
grown upon him to an extraordinary degree ; be 
difcovers tafte and fpirit; and, what is above all,' 
he finds frequent opportunities of difplaying to the 
party, at every houfe he fees, his knowledge of fa- 
mily connexion. At firft, Sam was contented with 
driving a friend between London and his villa. Here 
he prided himfelf in pointing out the boxes of the 
citizens on each fide of the road, with an accurate 
detail of their refpeftive failures or fuccefl^es in 
trade ; and harangued on the feveral equipages that 

were 
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were accidentally paffing. Here, too, the feats, 
interfperfed on the furrounding hills, afforded am- 
ple matter for Sani's curious difcoveries. For one, 
he told his companion, a rich J^w had offered mo- 
iiey* and that a retired widow was courted at ai> 
^ther, by an eminent dry-falter. At the fame time 
Jie difculfed the utility, and enumerated the expences, 
*of the yiingtcn turnpike. But Sani's ambition is at 
prefent raifed to nobler undertakings. 

When the happy hour of the annual expedition 
arrives, the feat of the chaife is furnifhed with Ogil- 
vy*s Book of Roads ^ and a choice quantity of cold 
tongues. The moft alarming difafter which can 
happen to our hepo, who thinks he throws a wbr^ 
;^dmirably well, is to be overtaken in a road which 
affords no quarter for wheels. Indeed, few men pof- 
fefs more fkill or difcernment for concerting and 
conducing a party of pleafure. When a feat is to 
be furveyed, he has a peculiar talent in feled:ing 
fome fhady bench in the park, where the company 
may moft commodioully refrefh themfelves with 
cold tongue, chicken, and French rolls ; and is very 
fugacious in difcovering what cool temple in the 
garden" will be beft adapted for drinking tea, brought 
for this purpofe, in the afternoon, and from which 
the chaife inay be refumed with the greateft conve- 
ttience. In viewing the houfe itfelf, he is princi- 
pally attrafted by the chairs and beds, concerning 
the coft of which his minute enquiries generally 
gain the cleareft information. An agate table eafily 
diverts his eyes from the moft capital ftrokes of Ru- 
bens^ and a Turkey carpet has more charms than a 
Titian, Sa??i, however, dwells with fome attention 
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on the family portraits, particularly the moft mo- 
dern ones ; and as this is a topick on which the 
houfe-keeper ufually harangues in a more copious 
manner, he takes this opportunity of improving his 
knowledge of intermarriages. Yet, notwithftanding 
this appearance of fatisfadlion^ Sam has fome objec- 
tion to all he fees. One houfe haj too much gild- 
ing ; at another, the chimney-pieces are all monu-^ 
ments; at a third, he conjectures that the beautiful 
canal muft certainly be dried up in a hot fummer. 
He defpifes the ftatues at fViUon^ becaufe he thinks 
he can fee much better carving at Wefiminjler Abbey. 
But there is one general objedtion which he is fure 
to make at almoft every houfe, particularly at thofe 
which are moft didinguifbed. He allows that all 
the apartments are extremely fine, but adds, with a 
fneer, that they are too fine to be inhabited. 

Mifapplied genius moft commonly proves ridi- 
culous. Had Sam^ as Nature intended, contentedly 
continued in the calmer and lefs confpicuous pur* 
fpits of fugar-baking, he might have been a refped- 
able and ufeful charadter. At prefent he diffipates 
bis life in a fpecious idlenefs, which neither improves 
himfelf nor his friends. Thofe talents which might 
have benefited fo^iety, he expofes to contempt by 
falfe pretenfions. He affedts pleafures which he 
cannot enjoy, and is acquainted only with thofe fuh" 
jeds on which he has no right to talk, and which it 
is no naerit to undprftand>. 
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NtTMB. 94. Sautdray, February 2 j 1760* 

TT is common to find young men ardent and dili- 
gent in rhe purfuit of knowledge ; but the pro- 
grefs of life very often produces laxity and indiffer- 
ence; and not only thofe who are at liberty to chufe 
their bufinefs and amufements, but thofe likewife 
whofe profeffions engage them in literary enquiries, 
pafs the latter part of their time without improve- 
ment, and fpend the day rather in any other enter- 
tainment than that which they might find among 
their books. 

This abatement of the vigour of curiofity is fome- 
times imputed to the infufficiency of learning. Men 
are fuppofed to remit their labours, becaufe they 
find their labours to have been vain ; and to fcarch 
no longer after truth and wifdom, becaufe they at 
laft defpair of finding them. 

But this reafon is for the moft part very falfely 
afligned. Of learning, as of virtue, it may be 
affirmed, that it is at once honoured and negleded. 
Whoever forfakes it will for ever look after it with 
longing, lament the lofs which he does not endea- 
vour to repair, and defire the good which he wants 
refolution to feize and keep. The idler never ap- 
plauds his own idlenefs, nor does any man repent 
of the diligence of his youth. 

So many hindrances may obftrudt the acquifition 
of knowledge, that there is little reafon for wonder- 

B b 4 ing 



376 T H E I D L E R. N^ 94, 

ing that it is in a few hands. To the greater part 
of mankind the duties of life are inconfiftent with 
much ftudy ; and the hours which they would fpend 
upon letters muft be flolen from their occupations 
and their families. Many -^fufFer themfelves to be 
lured by more fpritely and luxurious pleafures from 
the (hades of contemplation, where they find feldom 
more than a calm delight, fuch as, though greater 
than all others, its certainty and its duration being 
reckoned with its power of gratification, is yet eafily 
quitted for fome extemporary joy, which the prefent 
moment offers, and another perhaps will pyt put of 
reach. 

. It is the great excellence of learning, that it bor- 
rows very little from time or place; it is not con- 
fined to feafon or to climate, to cities or to the 
country, but may be cultivated and enjoyed where 
no other pleafure can be obtained. But this qua-f 
lity, which conftitutes much of its value, is one 
occafion of negledt ; what may be done at all time^ 
with equal propriety, is deferred from day tp day, 
till the mind is gradually reconciled to the omifCon, 
and the attention is turned to other objedts. Thus 
habitual idlenefs gains too much power to be con- 
quered, and the foul flirinks from the idea gif intel- 
ledtual labour and intenfenefs of meditation. 

That thofe who profefs to advance learning fome- 
times obftrudt it, cannot be denied; the continual 
multiplication of books npt only diflrafts choice^ 
but difappoints enquiry. To him that has mode- 
rately ftored his mind with images, few writers afford 
any novelty; or what little they have to add to the 
common flock of learning, is fo buried in th^ mafs of 

general 
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general notions, that, like filver mingled with the 
ore of lead, it is too little to pay for the labour of 
reparation; atid he that has often been deceived by 
the promife of a title, at laft grows weary of exan^in- 
ing, and is tempted to confider all as equally falla* 
cious^ 

There are indeed fome repetitions always lawful, 
becaufe they never deceive. He that writes the 
hiftory of paft times, undertakes only to decorate 
known fadts by new beauties of method or of flyle, 
or at moll to illuftrate them by his own reflexions* 
The author of a fyftem, whether moral or phyfical, 
is obliged to nothing beyond care of feledion and 
regularity of difpofition. But there are others who 
claim the name of authors merely to difgrace it, and 
fill the world with volumes only to bury letters in 
their own rubbilh. The traveljer, who tells, in i 
pompous folio, that he faw the Pantheon at Rome^ 
and the Medlcean Venus at Florence; the natural hif- 
torian, who, defcribing the produftions of a narrow 
ifland,^ recounts all that it has in common with every 
other part of the world; the colleftor of antiquities^ 
that accounts every thing a curiofity which the ruins 
pf Herculaneum happen to emit, though an inftru* 
ment already Ihewn in a thoufand repofitories, or a 
cup common to the ancients, the moderns, and all 
mankind ; may be juftly cenfured as the perfecutors 
of ftudents, and the thieves of that time which 
f}ever can be reflored, 
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Numb* 9^. Saturday, February 9, 1-60. 

To the IDLER. 

Mr« Idler, 

IT is, I think, univerfally agreed, that feldotn 
any good is gotten by compJaint ; yet w€ find 
that few forbear to complain; but thofe who are 
afraid of being reproached as the authors of their 
own miferies. I hope therefore for the common per- 
miffion, to lay my cafe before you and your readers, 
by which I fliall difburthen my heart, though I can- 
not hope to receive either affiftance or confolation. 

I am a trader, and owe my fortune to frugality 
and induftry. I began with little ; but by the eafy 
and obvious method of fpending !efs than I gain, I 
have every year added fomething to my ftock, and 
cxpedl to have a feat in the common-council at the 
next eleftion. 

My wife, who was as prudent as myfelf, died fix 
years ago, and left me one fon and one daughter, for 
whofe fake I refolved never to marry again, and re- 
jefted the overtures of Mrs. Squeeze, the broker's 
widow, who had ten thoufand pounds at her own 
difpofal. 

I bred my fon at a fchool near I/ltngton ;^nd when 
he had learned arithmetick, and wrote a good hand, 
1 took him into the ihop, defigning, in about ten 
years, to retire to Stratford or Hackney, and leave him 
cftablifhed in the bufinefs. 

7 For 
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For four years he was diligent and fcdate, entered 
the ihop before it was opened, and when it was fliut, 
always examined the pins of the window. In any 
intermifBon of bufinefs it was his conft;iDt practice 
to perufe the ledger. 1 had always great hopes of 
him, when I obferved how forrowfuHy he would Ihake 
his head over a bad debt, and how eagerly he would 
liften to me when I told him that he might at one 
lime or other become an alderman. 

We lived together with mutual confidence, till 
unluckily a vifit was paid him by two of his fchool- 
fellows^ who were placed, I fuppofe, in the army, 
becauie they were fit for nothing better ; they came 
glittering in the military drefs, accofted their old 
acquaintance, and invited him to a tavern, where, 
^Kps I have been fince informed, they ridiculed the 
^" meannefs of commerce, and wondered how a youth 
f of fpirit could fpend the prime of life behind a 
I counter. 

I I did not fufped any mlfchief. I knew my fon 

Lw was never without money in his pocket, and was bet' 
^Vter able to pay his reckoning than his companions ; 
and expeded to fee him return triumphing in his 
own advantages, and congratulating himfelf that he 
was not one of thofe who expofe their heads to a 
mufquet bullet for three ftiillings a day. 

He returned fullen and thoughtful j I fuppofed 
him forry for the hard fortune of his friends; and 
tried to comfort him, by faying that the war would 
foon be at an end, and that, if they had any honcft 
occupation, half- pay would be a pretty help. He 
looked at me with indignation^ and fnatching up 

his 
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his candle, told me, as he went up the flairs, that be 
hoped to fee a battle yet* 

Why he (hould hope to fee a battle, I could not 
conceive, but let him go quietly to fleep away his 
folly. Next day he made two miftakes in the firft 
bill, difobliged a cuftomer by furly anfwers, and 
dated all his entries in the journal in a wrong month. 
At night he met his military companions again, came 
home late, and quarrelled with the maid. 

From this fatal interview he has gradually loft all 
his laudable paflfions and deiires. He foon grew 
ufelefs in the. (hop, where, indeed, I did not willingly 
truft him any longer: for he often miftook*the price 
of goods to his own lofs, and once gave a promit 
fdry note inftead of a receipt. 

I did not know to what degree he was corrupted, 
'till an honcft'taylor gave me notice that he had be* 
fpoke a laced fait, which was to be left for him at a 
houfe kept by the fifter of one of my journeymen, 
I went to this clandeftine lodging, and find, to my 
amazement, all the ornaments of a fine gentleman, 
which he has taken upon credit, or pufchafed with 
money fubdudtedfrom the Ihop. 

This deteftion has made him defperate. He now 
4Dpenly declares his refolution to be a gentleman; 
fays that his foul is too great for a counting-houfe ; 
ridicules the converfation of city taverns; talks of 
new plays, and boxes; afid ladies; gives ducbeffes 
for his toads-, carries filver,. for readinefs, in his 
vraiftcoat- pocket i and comes home at tiigbt in a 
chair, with fucb thunders at the door, as have more 
than once brought the watch nieu* from their Hands. 

Little 
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Little expences will not hurt us ; and I could for- 
give a few juvenile frolicks, if he would be careful 
of the main; but his favourite topick is contempt 
of money, which^ he fays, is of no ufe but to be 
fpent. Riches, without honour, he holds empty 
things ; and once told me to my face, that wealthy 
plodders were only purveyors to men of fpirit. 

He is always impatient in the company of bis old 
friends, and feldom fpeaks till he is warmed with 
wine ; he then entertains us with accounts that wc 
do not defire to hear, of intrigues among lords and 
ladies, and quarrels between officers of the guards ; 
fiiews a miniature on his fnuff-box, and wonders 
that any man can look upon the new dancer without 
rapture. 

All this is very provoking ; and yet all this might 
be borne, if the boy could fupport his pretenfions. 
But, whatever he may think, he is yet far from the 
accomplifliments which he has endeavoured to pur* 
chafe at fo dear a rate. I have watched him in 
publick places. He fneaks in like a man that 
knows he is where he Ihould not be; he is proud ta 
catch the llighteft falutation, and often claims it 
when it is not iiltcnded. Other men receive dig* 
nity from drefs, but my booby looks always more 
meanly for his finery. Dear Mr. Idlery tell him 
what muft at laft become of a fop, whom pride will 
not fuffer to be a trader, and whom long habits in a^ 
floop forbid to be a gentleman. 

I aav SIR^ &c. 

Tim. Wains-cot.., 

NuMBi 
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TTJCHO* a king of Lapland^ was in his youth 
^^ the moft reuowned of the Northern warriors. 
His martial atchieveaients remain engraved on a 
pillar of flint in the rocks of Hanga^ and arc to 
this day folemnly carroled to the harp by the 
Laplmdirs^ at the fires with which they celebrate 
their nightly feftivities. Such was his intrepid fpi- 
rit> that he ventured to pafs the lake Veiher to the 
illc of Wizards^ where he defcended alone into the 
dreary vault in which a magician had been kept 
bound for fix ages, and read the Got kick charafters 
infcribed on his brazen mace* His eye was fo 
piercing, ihat^ as antlent chronicles report, he could 
blunt the weapons of his enemies only by looking at 
them. At tivelve years of age he carried an iron 
veffel of a prodigious weight, for the length of five 
furlongs, in the prefence of all the chiefs of his fa- 
ther's caftlc. 

Nor was he Icfs celebrated for his pmdence and 
wifdom. Two of his proverbs are yec remembered 
and repeated among Laplanders. To exprefs the 
vigilance of the Supreme Being, he was wont to 
fay, Odin^s beU is always buckled. To fhew that 
tbc moft profperous condition of life is often 
hazardous^ his leffon waSj Wben ynu jlids on the 
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fmootbejl Ice^ beware of pits beneath^ He conroled 
hit countrymen, when they were once preparing 
to leave the frozen dcfarcs of Lapland^ and ve- 
folved to feck fooic warmer climate, by telling 
them, that the Eaftern nations, notwithftanding 
their boafted fertility, pafled every night amidft 
the horrors of anxious apprehenfion, and were in- 
cxpreffibly affrighted, and almoft ftunned, every 
morning, with the noife of the fun while he wat 
riCng. 

His temperance and fe verity of manners were 
his chief praife* In his early years he never tafted 
wine ; nor would he drink out of a painted cup. He 
conflantly flept in his armour, with his fpear in his 
hand ; nor would he ufe a battle-ax whofe handle was 
inlaid with brafs. He did not, however^ perfevere 
in this contempt of luxury ; nor did he clofe his days 
with honour. 

One evening, after hunting the Gulos^ or wild* 
dog, being bewildered in a folitary forefl, and hav- 
ing pafled the fatigues of the day without any in- 
terval of refrefhment, he difcovered a large ft ore 
of honey in the hollow of a pine. This was a 
dainty which he had never tafted before ; and being 
at once faint and hungry, he fed greedily upon it. 
From this unufual and delicious repaft he received 
fo much fatisfadion, that, at his return home, he 
commanded honey to be ferved up at his table 
every day. His palate, by degrees, became re- 
fined and vitiated ; he began to lofe his native rclifli 
for fimple fare, and conrrafled a habit of indulging 
himfelf in delicacies ; he ordered the delightft>l 

gardens 
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gardens of his caftle to be thrown opcn^ in which 
the mod lufcious fruits bad been fuifered to ripen 
and decay, unobferved and untouched, for many 
revolving autumns, and gratified his appetite with 
luxurious deiferts. At length he found it expedient 
to introduce wine, as an agreeable improvement, 
or a neceflary ingredient, to his new way of living; 
and having once tafted it, he was tempted, by little 
and little, to give a loofe to the exceffes of in- 
toxication. His general fimplicity of life was 
changed •, he perfumed his apartments by burn- 
ing the wood of the mod aromatick fir, and com* 
manded his helmet to be ornamented with beau- 
tiful rows of the teeth of the rein-deer. Indolence 
and effeminacy ilole upon him by pleafing and 
imperceptible gradations, relaxed the finews of his 
refolution, and extinguifhed his thirft of military 
glory. 

While Hacho was thus immerfed in pleafure and 
in repofe, it was reported to him, one morning, 
that the preceding night, a difaftrous omen had 
been difcovered, and that bats and hideous birds 
bad drunk up the oil which nourifhed the perpetual 
lamp in the temple of Odin. About the fame time, 
a meffenger arrived to tell him, that the king of 
ISIorway had invaded his kingdom with a formi- 
dable army. Hachoj terrified as he was with the 
omen of the night, and enervated with indul- 
gence, rouzed bimfelf from his voluptuous le- 
thargy, and recollefling feme faint and few fparks 
of veteran valour, marched forward to meet him. 
Both armies joined battle in the foreft where Bacho 
4 had 



N^ 96- T H E 1 li L E fe. . 585 

had been loft after hunting; and it fo h^ppened^ 
that the king of Norway challenged him to fingle 
combat, near the place where he had tafted the 
honey. The Lapland chief, languid and long dff- 
tifed to arms, was foon overpowered ; he fell to 
the ground; and before his infulting adverfary 
flJruck his head from his body, uttered this excla- 
mation, which the Laplanders ftill ufe as art early 
leflbn to their children : *' iThe vicious man (hould 
** date his deftrudtion from the iirft temptation. 
** How juftly do I fall a facrifice to lloth and luxury, 
'« in the place where I firft yielded to th9fe allure- 
" ments which feduced me to deviate from tempe- 
** ranee artd inrtocence ! the honey which I tafted in 
** this foreft, and not the hand of the king of Nor* 
*^ wajy conquers Ha€bok 
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Numb. 97* Saturday, February 23, I'jSo* 

IT may, I think, be juftly obfcrved, that few books 
difappoint their readers more than the narrations 
of travellers. One part of mankind is naturally cu- 
rious to learn the fentiments, manners, and condition 
of the reft ; and every mind that has Icifurc or power 
to extend its views, muft be defirous of knowing in 
what proportion Providence has diftributed the bleff- 
ings of nature, or the advantages of art, among the 
feveral nations of the earth. 

This general defire eafily procures readers to 
every book from which it can expedl gratification. 
The adventurer upon unknown coafts, and the de- 
fcribcr of diftant regions, is always welcomed as a 
man who has laboured for the pleafure of others, 
and who is able to enlarge our knowledge and rec«» 
tify our opinions ; but when the volume is opened, 
nothing is found but fuch general accounts as leave 
no diftindt idea behind them, or fuch minute enu- 
merations as few can read with either profit or de- 
light. 

Every writer of travels fhould confider, that, like 
all other authors, he undertakes either to inftruft or 
pleafe, or to mingb pleafure with inftrudtion. He 
that inftrudt^ mull: offer to the mind fomcthing to 
be imitated, or fomething to be avoided; he that, 
pleafes rauft offer new images to his reader, and en» 
able him to form a tacit comparifon of his own ftate 
with that of others. 

The 
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The greater part of travellers tell nothing, be- 
caufe their method of travelling fupplies them with 
nothing to be told. He that enters a town at nigjit 
and furveys it in the morning, arid then haftcns 
away to another place, and guefles at the manners 
of the inhabitants by the entertainment which his 
inn aiForded him, may pleafe himfelf for a time with 
a hafty change of fcenes, and a confufed remem- 
brance of palaces and churches ; he may gratify his 
eye with variety of landfcapes, and regale his pa* 
late with a fucceflion of vintages ; but let him be 
contented to pleafe himfelf without endeavouring to 
difturb others. Why Ihould he record excurfions 
by which nothing could be learned, or wifh to make 
a Ibow of knowledge, which, without fomc power oif 
intuition unknown to other mortals^ he never could 
attain ? 

Of thofe who ctpwd thS wbrid with their itine- 
raries, fome have no other purpdfe than to defcribe 
the face of the country ; thofe who fit idle at home^ 
and are curious to know what is done or fuffered in 
diftant countries, may be informed by one of thefe 
wanderers, that on a certain day he fet but early 
with the caravan^ and in the firft hour's march faw, 
towards the fouth, a hill covered with trees, then 
paffed over a ftream, which ran northward with a 
fwift courfe, but which is probably dry in the fum- 
mer months ; that an hour after he faw fdmething 
to the right which looked at a diftance like a caftle 
with towers, but which he difcovered afterwards td 
be a craggy rock; that he then entered a valley, iri 
which he faw feveral trees tall and flouriihing, wa- 
tered by a rivulet not marked in the maps, of which 
Cc2^ he 
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he was not able to learn the name ; that the road 
afterward grew ftony, and the country uneven, where 
he obfcrved among the hills many hollows worn by 
torrents, and was told that the road was paiTable 
only part of the year ; that going on they found the 
remains of a building, once perhaps a fortrefs to fe- 
cure the pafs, or to reftrain the robbers, of which the 
prefent inhabitants can give no other account than 
that it is haunted by fairies ; that they went to dine 
at the foot of a rock, and travelled the reft of the 
day along the banks of a river, from which the road 
turned afide towards evening, and brought them 
within fight of a village, which was once a confider- 
able town, but which afforded them neither good 
viduals nor commodious lod^ng. 

Thus he condudts his reader through wet and dry, 
over rough and fmooth, without incidents, without 
refledtion ; and, if he -obtains his company for ano- 
ther day, will difmifs him again at night, equally 
fatigued with a like fucceilion of rocks and flreams^ 
mountains and ruins. 

This is the common ftyle of thofc fons of enter- 
prize, who vilit favage countries, and range through 
folitude and defolation ; who pafs a defert, and tell 
that it is fandy ; who crofs a valley, and find that it 
is green. There are others of more delicate fcnfi- 
bility, that vifit only the realms of elegance and 
foftnefs ; that wander through Italian palaces, and 
timuf(5 the gentle reader with catalogues of piftures; 
that bear maffes in magnificent churches, and re- 
count the number of the pillars or variegations of 
the pavement. And there are yet others, who, in 
difdain of triflcs> copy infcriptions elegant and 
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rude, ancient and modern; and tranfcribe into 
their book the walls of every edi6ce, facred or 
civil. He that reads thefe books muft confider 
his labour as its own reward ; for he will find no- 
thing on which attention can fix, or which memory 
can retain. 

He that would travel for the entertainment of 
others, Ihould remember that the great object of 
remark is human life. Every nation has fomething 
particular in its manufactures, its worfes of genius, 
its medicines, its agriculture, its cufiqms, and its 
policy. He only is a ufeful traveller, who brings 
home fomething by which his country may be bene- 
fited; who procures fome fupply of want, or fome 
mitigation of evil, which may enable his readers to 
compare their condition with that of others, to im- 
prove it whenever it is worfe, and whenever it i^ 
better to enjoy it. 
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Numb. 98. Saturday, March ly 1760, 
To the IDLE l^. 

SIR, 

1AM the daughter of a gentleman, who dur- 
ing his Ufe-time enjoyed a fmall incorpe wbicH 
arofe from a penfion from the court, by which 
he was enablpd to live in a genteel and comfortable 
manner. 

By the fituatipji in life in which he was placed, he 
was frequently introduced into the qompany of thofe 
of much greater fortunes than his own, among 
whom he was always received with complaifance, 
and treated with civility. 

At fix years of age I was fent to a boarding-fchool 
in the countiry, at which I continued till my father's 
death. Thi§ melancholy event happened at a time 
y^hen I was by no means of fufficient age to manage 
for myfelf, while the paffions of youth continued 
pnfubdued, and before experience could guide my 
fentiments or my aftions. 

I was then taken from fchool by an uncle, to the 
pare of whom rpy father had committed me on his 
(dying-bed. With him I lived feveral years ; and as 
he was unmarried, the management of his family 
was committed to me. In this charadler I always 
endeavoured to acquit myfelf, if not with applaufe^ 
at Icaft without cenfure. 

■ ^^ ' • At 
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At the age of twenty-one, a young gcntlemao 
of fome fortune paid his addreffes to me, and of- 
fered me terms of marriage. Xhis propofal I 
fliould readily have accepted, bccaufe from vicinity 
of refide»ce, and from many opportunities of ob- 
ferving bis behaviour, I had in feme ibrt cpntraded 
an affe^ion for him. My uncl^, for what reafon I 
do not know, refufed his cojojfent to this alliance, 
though it would have b^en complied with by the 
father of the young geutleijaan ; and as the future 
i:onditioa of my life was wholly dependent oa 
him, I was not willing to difoblige him, and there- 
fore, though unwillingly, declined the ofFer, 

My uncle, who poficfled a plentiful fortune, 
frequently hinted to me in converfation, that at 
his death I ihould be provided for in fuch a man- 
ner that I fhould be able to make my future life 
comfortable and happy. As this promile was often 
repeated, I was the lefs anxious about any 
provifion for myfelf. In a ihort time my uncle 
was taken ill, and though all poffible means were 
made ufe of for his recovery, in a few days hd 
died. 

The forrow arifing from the lofs of a relation, 
by whom I had been always treated with the 
greateft kindnefs, however grievous, was not the 
worft of my misfortunes. As he enjoyed an al- 
- moft uninterrupted ftate of health, he was the lefs 
mindful of his diffolution, and died inteftate; by 
which means his whole fortune devolved to a nearer 
rdatipn, the heir at law. 

C c 4 Thus 



ggz T H E I D L E R. N^^gS. 

Thus excluded from all hopes of living in the 
manner with which I have fo long flattered myfelf, 
I am doubtful what method I fhall take to procure 
a decent maintenance, I have been educated in a 
manner that has fet me above a ftate of fervitude^ 
and my fituation renders me unfit for the company 
of thofc with whom I have hitherto converfed. 
But^ though difappointed in my expe&ations, I do 
not defpair. I will hope that affiftance may ftill 
be obtained for innocent diftrefs, and that friend- 
(hip, though rare^ is yet not impoffible to be 
foundf 

f am, SIR, 

Ypur humble fervantj^ 

3qPHIA HEEDfUIL^ 
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NvMB. ^^. Saturday, March 8, 1760, 

AS Ortogrul of Bafra was one day wandering 
along the ftreets of Bagdatj mufing on the 
varieties of mercbandife which the Ihops offered 
to his view, ^nd obferving the different occupations 
which bufied the multitudes on every jfide, he was 
^wakened from the tranquillity of meditation by z, 
crowd th^t obftrufted his paflage. He raifed his 
?yes, and faw the chief vifier, who, having returned 
from the divan, was entering his palage. 

Ortogrul mingled with the attendants, and being 
fuppofed to have fome petition for the vifier, was 
permitted to enter. He fu^veyed the fpacioufnef^ 
of the apartments, admired the walls hung witH 
golden tapeftry, and the floors cpvered with filkei^ 
carpets, and defpifed th0 fimple neat^ef? of bis owa 
little habitation. 

Surely, faid he tq h'mifelf, this palace is th^ 
feat of happinefs, where pleafure fucceeds to plea- 
sure, and difcontent and forrow can have no ad^ 
mifGon, Whatever Nature has provided for th? 
Relight of fenfe, \% here fpread forth to be enjoyed* 
What can mortals hope pr imagine, which th? 
mafter of this palace has not obtained ? The dilhef 
pf Luxury cover his table, the voice of Harmony 
lulls him in his bowers ; he breathes the fragrancp 
of the gfoyes pf Java^ and fleets upon rhe dpwij 
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of the cygnets of Ganges. He fpeaks, and his 
mandate is obeyed ; he wifhes^ and his wiih is 
gratified ; all whom he fees obey him, and all whom 
he hears flatter him« How different, Ortogrulj 
is thy condition, who art doomed to the perpetual 
torments of unfatisfied defire, and who haft no 
amufement in thy power that can withhold thee from 
thy own reflections ! They tell thee that thou art 
wife ; but what does wifdom avail with poverty ? 
None will flatter the poor, and the wife have very 
Jittle power of flattering themfclves. That man is 
furely the moft wretched of the fons of wretched^ 
nefs, who lives with his own faults and follies al- 
ways before him, and who has none to reconcile 
him to himfclf by praife and veneration, I have 
long fought content, and have not found it j I will 
from this moment endeavour to be rich. 

Fall of his new refolution, he Ihut himfelf in his 
chamber for fi^ months, to deliberate how he Ihould 
grow rich ; he fometimes propofed to offer himfelf 
as a counfellor to one of the kings of hdia, and 
fometimes refolved to dig for diamonds in the 
mines of Golconda. One day, after fome hoars 
pafled in violent fludtuation of opinion^ fleep in- 
fenfibly feized him in his chair ; he dreamed that 
he was ranging a defert country in fearch of fome 
one that might teach him to grow rich ; and as he 
flood on the top of a hill ftiaded with cyprefs, in 
doubt whither to direft his fteps, his father ap- 
peared on a fudden (landing before him. Oriogrul^ 
faid the old man, I know thy perplexity ; liften to 
thy father; turn thine eye on the oppolite moun- 
tain. Ortogrul looked, and favv ^ torrept tumbling 

dowA 
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down the rocks, roaring with the noife of thunder, 
and fcattcring its foam on the impending woods. 
Now, faid his father, behold the valley that lies 
between the hills. Ortogrul looked, and efpied n. 
Jittle well, out of which iffued a fmall rivulet* 
Tell me now, faid his father, doft thou wi(h for 
fudden affluence, that may pour upon thee like the 
.mountain torrent, or for a flow and gradual en- 
creafe, refembling the rill gliding from the well? 
Let me be quickly rich, faid Ortogrul; let the 
golden ft ream be tjuick and violent. Look round 
thee, faid his father, once again. Ortogrul looked, 
and perceived the channel of the torrent dry and 
dufty ; but following the rivulet from the well, he 
traced it to a wide lake, which the fupply, flow 
and conftant, kept always full. He waked, an^ 
determined to grow rich by filent profit, and perfc- 
vering induftry. 

Having fold bis patrimony, he engaged in mer- 
chandife, and in twenty years purchafed lands, oi^ 
which *he raifed a boufe, equal in fumptuoufnefs to 
that of the vifier, to which he invited all the mi- 
liifters of pleafure, expc0:ing to enjoy all the felicity 
which he had imagined riches able to afford. Lei- 
fure fooi> made him weary of himfelf, and he longed 
to be perfuaded that he was great and happy. He 
was courteous and liberal; he gave all that ap- 
proached him hgpes of pje^fing him, and all who 
fliould pleafe bin) hopes of being rewarded. Every 
art of praife was tried, and every fource of adulatory 
fidion was exhaufted. Ortogrul heard his flatterers 
without delight, becaufe he found himfelf unable 
tp t?elieve them. His own heart tol^ hini itjs fraiU 

ties, 
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ties, his own tinderfhinding reproached him with 
bis faults. How long, faid he, with a deep figfa, 
have I been labouring in vain to itnafs wealth 
which at laft is ufelefs ! Let no man hereafter wiih 
to be ricbj who is already too wiie to be flattered. 



Numb. 100. Saturpay, March 15, 1760* 

To tie IDLER, 

SIR, 

TH E uncertainty and defefts of language havo 
produced very frequent complaints among 
the learned ^ yet there dill remain many words 
among us undefined, which are very neceflary to be 
rightly underftood, and which produce very mif- 
chievous miftakes when they are erroneoufly inter- 
preted. 

I lived in a ftate of celibacy beyond the ufual 
time. In the hurry firft of pleafure, and afterwards 
of bufinefs, I felt no want of a domeflick com- 
panion ; but becoming weary of labour, I loon 
grew more weary of idlenefs, and thought it reafon- 
able to follow the cuftom of life, and to feek fome 
folace of my cares in female tendernefs, and fome 
amufcment of my leifure in female chearfulnefs. 

The choice which has been long delayed is com- 
monly made at laft with great caution. My re- 
folution was, to keep my paffions neutral, and to 

marry 
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marry only in compliance with my rcafon. I drew 
upon a page of my pocket-book a fcheme of all 
female virtues . and vices, with the vices which 
border upon every virtue, and the virtues which arc 
allied to every vice. I confidered that wit was far- 
caftick, and magnanimity imperious; that avarice 
was ceconomical, and ignorance obfequious; and 
having eftimated the good and evil of every quality, 
employed my own diligence, and that of my friends, 
to find the lady in whom nature and reafon had 
reached that happy mediocrity which is equally re- 
mote from exuberance and deficience. 

Every woman had her admirers and her'cenfurers; 
and the expectations which one raifed were by ano- 
ther quickly depreflcd : yet there was one in whofe 
favour almoft all fufFrages concurred. Mifs Gently 
was univerfally allowed to be a good fort of womam. 
Her fortune was not large, but fo prudently 
managed, that Ihe wore finer clothes, and faw more 
company, than many who were known to be twice as 
rich, Mifs Gentle's vifits were every where wel- 
come ; and whatever family flie favoured with her 
company, Ihe always left behind her fuch a degree 
of kindnefs as recommended her to others. Every 
day extended her acquaintance ; and all who knew 
her declared that they never met with a better fort 
of woman. 

To Mifs Gentle I made my addrefles, and was re- 
ceived with great equality of temper. She did not 
in the days of couftlhip aflume the privilege of im- 
pofing rigorous commands, or refenting flight 
offences. If I forgot any of her injundlions, I was 
5 gently 
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She daily cxcrcifes her benevolence by pitying 
every misfortune that happens to every family within 
her circle of notice; Ihe is in hourly terrors left one 
ihould catch cold in the rain^ and another be fright- 
ed by the high wind. Her charity Ihe fliews by 
lamenting that fo many poor wretches ihould lan- 
gui(h in the ftreets, and by wondering what the 
great can think on that they do fo little good With 
fuch large eftates. 

Her houfe is elcgdnt and her table dainty, though 
Ihe has little tafte of elegance, and is wholly free 
from vicious luxury ; but ihe comforts herfelf that 
nobody can fay that her houfe is dirty, or that her 
diihes are not well dreft. 

This, Mr. Idler^ I have found by long experience 
to be the charader of a good fort of woman, which 
I have fent you for the information of thofe by, whom 
a good fort of woman ^ and a good zvoma?t, may happen 
to be ufed as equivalent terms, and who may fuffet 
by the miftake, like 

Your humble fervant, 

Tim WARNBRi 




NUMJU 
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Numb. 101. ' Saturday, March 22, 1760. 

/^MJRj the fon of Hujan, had paffed feventy- 
^^ five' years in honour and profperity. The 
favour of three fucceffive califs had filled his houfc 
with gold and filver ; and whenever he appeared,, 
the benedidlions of the people proclaimed his paf»- 
fage. 

Terreflrial happinefs is of ftiort continuance. The 
brightnefs of the flame is wafting its fuel; the fra- 
grant flower is pafling away in its own odours. The 
vigour of Omar began to fail, the curls of beauty 
fell from his head, ftrength departed from his hands, 
and agility from his feet. He gave back to the 
calif the keys of truft and the feals of fecrecy ; and 
fought no other pleafure for the remains of life than 
the converfe of the wife, and the gratitude of the 
good. 

The powers of his mind were yet unimpaired. 
His chamber was filled by vifitants, eager to catch 
the didtates of experience, and officious to pay the 
tribute of admiration. Caled, the fon of the viceroy 
of Egypt, entered every day early, and retired late. 
He was beautiful and eloquent; Omar admired his 
wit, and loved his docility. Tell me, faid Caledy 
thou to whofe voice nations have liftened, and whofe 
wifdom is known to the extremities of JJlay tell 
m^ how I may refemble Omar the prudent. The 
arts by which you have gained power and pre- 

Vol. Vil. D d ferved 
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fervcd it, are to you no longer ncqcffary or ufeful -, 
impart to me the feqret of your condud^ and teach 
me the plan upon which your wifdom has built your 
fortune. 

Young man, faid Omar, it is of little ufe to form 
plans of life. When I took my firft furvey of the 
world, in my twentieth year, having confider^d the 
various conditions of mankind, in the hour of ioVu 
tude I faid thus to myfelf, leaniqg againtl a cedar 
which fpread its branches over my bead : Seventy 
years are allowed to man ; I have yet fifty rerpain* 
ing : ten years I will allot to the attainment of 
knowledge, and ten I will paf§ in foreign countries j 
I ihall be learned, and therefore ih^ll be honoured ; 
every city will Ihout at my arrival, aad every stu- 
dent will folicit my friendfliip. Ttt^enty y^ars thus 
paffed will ftore my mind with im^ge$, which I 
Ihall be bufy through the reft of my life in combin- 
ing and comparing. 1 (hall revel in inexhauftible 
accumulations of intellectual riches; I fhall find 
' new pleafurcs for every moment, and ihall never 
more be weary of myfclf. I will, however, not 
deviatp too far from the beaten track of life, but 
will try what can be found in female delicacy, I 
will marry a wife beautiful as the H$uries, and wife 
2L%Zobeide\ with her I will live twenty years withia 
th^ fuburba of Bagdat, in every j)leafure that wealth 
can purchafe, and fancy can invent. I will then 
retire to a rural dwelling, pafs my lall days in ob- 
fcurity and conteqiplation, and lie filently down on 
the bed of death. Through my life it fhall be my 
fettled refolution, that I will never depend uppn 
thf2 fmile of princes; that! will never ftand expofe4 

tq 
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to the artifices of courts ; I will never pant for pub- 
lick honours, nor difturb my quiet with affairs of 
ilate. Such was my fcheme of life, which I im- 
prefled indelibly upon my memory.- 

The firft part of my enfuing time was to be fpent 
in fearch of knowledge ; and 1 know not how I was 
diverted from my defign. I had no vifible impedi- 
ments without, nor any ungovernable paffions 
within. 1 regarded knowledge as the higheft ho- 
nour a!Kl the moft' engaging pleafure; yet day ftole 
upon day, and month glided after month, till I 
found that feven years of the firft ten had vanifhed, 
and left nothing behind them. I now poftponed my 
j^urpofe of U'avelling^ for why ftiould I go abroad 
while fo much remained to be learned at home ? I 
immured myfelf for four years, and ftudied the laws 
of the empire. The fame of my &ill reached the 
judges ; I was found able to fpeak upon doubtful 
queftions, and was commanded to ftand at the foot- 
ftool of the calif. I was heard with attention, I was 
confulted with confidence, and the love of praife 
fattened on my heart. 

I ftill wiflied to fee diflatit countries, liftened with 
rapture to the relations of travellers, and refolved 
Sometime to aik.my difmiflion, that I might feaft 
my foul with novelty ; but my prefence was always 
neceffary, and the ftream of bufinefs hurried me 
along. Sometimes I was afraid left I Ihould be 
charged with ingratitude; but I ftill propofed to 
travel, and therefore would not cojofine myfelf by 
marriage. 

In my fiftieth year I began to fufped: that the 
time of travelling was paft, and thought it beft to 

D d 2 lay 
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lay hold on the felicity yet in my power, and in- 
dulge myfelf in domeftick pleafures. But at fifty 
no man cafily finds a woman beautiful as the Hpu- 
ries, and wife as Zoleide. I enquired and rejefted, 
confulted and deliberated, till the fixty-fccond year 
made me aihamed of gazing upon girls. I had now 
nothing left but retirement; and for retirement I 
never found a time, till difeafe forced me from pub- 
lick employment. 

Such was my fcheme, and fuch has been its con- 
fcquence. With an infatiable thirft for knowledge, 
I trifled away the years of improvement; with a 
reftlefs dtfire of feeing different countries, I have 
always rcfided in the fame city; with the higheft 
expeftation of connubial felicity, 1 have lived un- 
married; and with unalterable refolutions of con- 
templative retirement, I am going to die within the 
walls of Bagdat. 



Nl'MB* 
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Numb. ioz. Saturday, March 29, i76o« 

IT very feldom happens to man that his bufinefs i^ 
his pleafure. What is done frpm necefEty is fo 
often to be done when againft the prefcnt inclination,^ 
and fo often fills the mind with anxiety, that an ha- 
bitual diflike fteals upon us, and 'we Ihrink involun- 
tarily from the remembrance of our taik. This is 
the reafon why almoft every one wilhes to quit his 
employment ; he does not like another ftate, but i$ 
difgufted with his own. 

From this unwillingnefs to perform more than is 
required of that which is commoniy performed with^ 
reludlance, it proceeds that few authors write their, 
own lives. Statefmt n, courtiers, ladies, generals, 
and feamen, have given to the world their own fto-^ 
ries, and the events with which their different fta- 
tions have made them acquainted. They retired to 
the clofet as to a place of quiet and amufcment, 
and pleafed themfelvcs with writing, becaufe they 
could lay down the pen whenever they were weary. 
But the author, however confpicuous, or however 
important, either in the publick eye or in his own, 
leaves his life to be related by his fuccefTors, for 
he cannot gratify his vanity but by facrificing his 
eafe. 

It is commonly fuppofed that the uniformity of 
a Hudious life affords no matter for narration: 
but the truth is, that of the mofl ftudious life a 
great part paflTes without ftudy. An author par- 
takes 
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takes of the common condition of humanity ; he is 
born and married like another man ; he has hopes 
and fears, expectations and difappointments, griefs 
and joys, aBd friends atid enemies, like a courtier or 
a ftatelman; nor can I conceive why his affairs 
ihould not excite curiofity as much as the whifper 
of a drawing-room, or the factions of a camp. 

Nothing detains the reader's attention more pow- 
erfully than deep involutions of diftrefs, or fudden 
viciffitudes of fortune; and thefe might be abun- 
dantly afforded by memoirs of the fons of litera- 
ture. They are intangled by contracts which they 
know not how to fulfil, and obliged to write on 
fubjcdts which they do not underftand, ^Every 
publication is a new period of time, from which 
fome incrcafe or declenfion of fame is to be reckoned. 
The gradations of a hero's life are from battle to 
battle, and of an author's. from book to book. 

Succefs and mifcarriagc have the fame effects in 
all conditions. The profperous are feared, hated, 
and flattered ; and the unfortunate avoided, pitied, 
and defpifed.' No fooner is a book publiflied than 
• the writer may judge of the opinion of the world. 
If his acquaintance prefs round him in publick 
places, or falute him from the other fide of the 
ilreet ; if invitations to dinner come thick upon 
him, and thofe with whom he dines keep him to 
fupper ; if the ladies turn to him when his coat is 
plain, and the footmen ferve him with attention and 
alacrity ; he may be fure that his work has been 
pjraifed by fome leader of literary falhions. 

Of declining reputation thc^Jymptoms are not 

lefs eafily obferved. If the author enters a coffee- 

7 houfe, 



N^ loa. T H E I D L E R. 407 

houfe, he has a box to himfelf; if he calls at a 
bookfeller's, the boy turns his back ; and, what is 
the moft fatal of all prognofticks, authors will vifit 
him in a morning, and talk to him hour after hour 
of the malevolence of criticks, the negledt of me- 
rit, the bad tafte of the age, and the candour of 
pofterity. 

All this, modified and varied by accident and 
cuftom, would form very amufing fcenes of bio* 
graphy, and might recreate many a mind which is 
very little^ delighted with confpiracies or battles^ 
intrigues of a court, or debates of a parliament; 
to this might be added all the changes of the 
coQntcnance of a patron, traced from the firft 
glow which flattery raifes in his cheek, through 
ardour of fondnefs, vehemence of promife, magni- 
ficence of praife, cxcufe of delay, and lamentation of 
inability, to the laft chill look of final difmiffion^ 
when the one grows weary of foliciting, and the 
other of hearing folicitation. 

Thus copious are the materials which have been 
hitherto fufFered to lie neglefted, while the repofi- 
tories of every family that has produced a foldier or 
a miniftcr are ranfacked, and libraries are crowded 
with ufclefs folios of ftate papers which will never 
be read, and which contribute nothing to valuable 
knowledge. 

I hope the learned will be taught to know their 
Qwn ftrength and their value, and, inftead cf de- 
voting their lives to the honour of thofe who fel- 
dom thank them for their labours, refolve at laft to 
(lo juAice to tbemfelves^ 

Numb. 
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Numb. 103. Saturday, April ^^ i;6o. 

Refpicere ad hnga jujfit fpatia ultima vffa* J U v . 

MUCH of the pain and pleafurc of mankind 
arifes from the conjedtures which every one 
makes of the thoughts of others; we all enjoy 
praife which we do not hear, and refent. contempt 
which we do not fee. The Idler may therefore be 
forgiven, if he fufFers his imagination to repr6fent to 
hirn what his readers will fay or think when they 
are informed that they have now bis laft paper in 
their hands. 

Value is nK)re frequently raifed by fcarcity than 
by ufe. That which lay negleded, when it was^ 
common, rifes in eftimation as its quantity becomes 
lefs. We feldom learn the true want of what we 
have till it is difcovered that we can have no 
more. 

This eflay will, perhaps, be read with care even 
by thofe who have not yet attended to any other; 
dud he that finds this late attention recompenfed, 
will not forbear to wilh that he had bellowed it 
fooner. 

Though the Idler and his readers have contradled 
no clofe friendfliip, th^y are perhaps both unwilling 
to part. There are few things not purely evil, of 
which wc can fay, without fome emotion of uneafi- 
nefs, this is the laft. Thofe who never could agree 
together, fhed tears when mutual difcontent has de- 

3 termined 
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termined them to final reparation ; of a place which 
has been frequently vifited, though without plea- 
fure, the laft look is taken with heavinefs of heart; 
and the Idler^ with all his chillnefs of tranquillity, 
is not wholly unaffeded by the thought that his laft 
cffay is now before him. 

This fecret horror of the laft is infeparable 
from a thinking being, whofe life is limited, and td 
whom death is dreadful. We always make a fecret 
comparifon between a part and the whole ; the ter- 
mination of any period of life reminds us that life 
itfelf has likewife its termination \ when we have 
done any thing for the laft time, we involuntarily 
refled: that a part of the days a'llotted us is paft, and 
that as more is paft there isi lefs remaining. 

It is very happily and kindly provided, that An 
every life there are certain paufes aftd interruptions, 
which force confideration upon the carelefs, and 
ferioufnefs upon the light; points of time wherd? 
one courfe of adion ends^ and another begins i and 
by viciffitudes of fortune, or alteration of employ- 
ment, by change of place, or lofs of frieridlhip,' we 
are forced to fay of fomething, this is the laft. 

An even and unvaried tcnour of life always hides 
from our apprehenfion the approach of itJl end. 
Succeffion is not perceived but by variation ; he 
that lives to-day as he lived yefterday, and experts 
that as the prefent day is fuch will be the morrow, 
eafily conceives time as running in a circle and re- 
turning to itfelf. The uncertainty of our duration 
is imprefled commonly by diffimilitude of condi* 
tion ; it is ohly by finding life changeable that wc 
are reminded of its ihortnefs. 

VouVIL Ee - This 
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This conviftion, however forcible at every new 
impreffion^ is every moment fading from the mind ; 
and partly by the inevitable incurfion of new 
images, and partly by voluntary exclufion of un- 
welcome thoughts, we are again expofed jto the 
univerfal fallacy ; and we muft do another thing 
for the laft time, before we confider that the time is 
nijih when we fliall do no more. 

As the laft Idler is publifhcd in that folemn week 
which the Chriftian world has always fet apart for 
the examination of the confcience, the review of 
life, the extindion of earthly defines, and the reno* 
vaiion of holy purpofes ; I hope that my readers are 
already difpofed to view every incident with fe- 
rioufnefs, and improve it by meditation ; and that, 
when they fee this feries of trifles brought to a con- 
^lufion, they will confider that, by outliving the 
Mert they have paffed weeks, months, and years, 
which are now no longer in their power ; that an 
end muft in time be put to every thing great as to 
every thing little ; that, to life muft come its laft 
hour, and to this fyftcm of being its laft day, the 
hour at which probation ceafes, and repentance uill 
be vain ; the day in which every work of the hand, 
and imagination of the heart, ihall be brought to 
judgement, and an everlafting . futurity iliall be dc- 
tcrmined by the paft. • 

END OF THE SEVILNlH VOLUME:. 
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